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The  AUTHOR’S 


A  D  not  the  Books  of  the  Ancients 
that  treated  of  Love,  been  unfortu¬ 
nately  loft,  either  thro’  the  malice  of 
Men,  or  injury  of  the  Times,  we 
might  doubtlefs  have  encreas’d  our  Obfervati- 
ons  about  the  Generation  of  Human  Kind,  and 
taken  away  the  Catife  of  the  juft  Complaints  of 
the  Illuftrious  Tirraquea,  Dolemus  Inwc  Librum 
( S tr atoms  Lampjcaceni  de  Concqhitu)  temporum 
injuria  ftiijfe  ereptum.  Tirraq.  lib .  15,  cap.  22. 
f.  91  i  de  Leg.  connub. 

Buttho’  we  are  deftitute  of  fuch  Tracis,  yet 
methinks  our  own  Experience,  in  Conjunction 
with  that  of  our  Friends,  may  furnifh  us  with 
a  fufficient  fhare  of  Knowledge,  to  make  a  large 
Volume  about  the  Orders  Nature  has  prefcrib’d 
for  the  Production  of  Men,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Thoughts  qf  the  Ancients. 

Nature,  which  is  nothing  but  God  himfeif, 
or  rather  his  Divine  Providence  diffus’d  thro3 


all  the  Univerfe,  gives  us  a  great  infight  into 
this  matter,  without  going  farther.  For  which 
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Reafori  we  (hall  follow  its  Precepts,  and  obey 
its  Decrees:  But  as  Truth  is  an  Attribute  infe- 
parable  from  it,  we  fhall  no  ways  difguife  it, 
that  Nature  and  Truth  joyn’d  together,  may 
be  the  only  Guides  to  condud  us  thro’  this 
Work. 

Wherefore  we  fhall,  without  any  fcruple,  dis¬ 
cover  the  Secrets  of  Nature,  and  expole  to  all 
the  World  the  moft  hidden  things  in  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  Generation. 

I  am  very  well  fatisfy’d  that  every  Body  has 
not  the  fame  ftrength  of  Mind,  to  confider  its 
admirable  Productions :  That  there  are  feveral 
feeble  and  fcrupulous  Men,  who  are  fcandaliz’d 
at  what  does  not  relifli  with  them,  and  com¬ 
plain  when  others  are  not  of  their  Opinion. 
The  naked  Truth  has  no  Charms  for  fuch  Per- 
fons,  it  creates  horror  if  not  difguifed.  It  mull 
put  on  a  Mask  to  look  handfome,  they  being 
furpriz’d  and  offended  at  the  lea  ft  attractive  of 
Love. 

Yet  thefe  fcrupulous  People  are  very  earneft 
to  know  the  truth  of  every  thing.  They  fhew 
a  Defire  and  Paffion  to  dive  into  what  is  con¬ 
ceal’d.  Yet  when  any  Body  endeavours  to  lay 
it  open,  or  that  perchance  they  find  it  out  them- 
felves,  they  are  dazzl’d  and  fcandaliz’d. 

The  Primitive  Mortals  were  of  another  Hu¬ 
mour,  being  lefs  fcrupulous.  and  more  rcafona- 
ble  than  we:  Their  Naked  nets  caus’d  no  irre-* 
gular  Appetite.  Nature  and  Reafon  mafter’d 
their  amorous  Movements,  and  Love  it  felt,  as 
fierce  as  it  fee  ms  to  be,  feem’d  to  obey  then* 
Orders,  when  the  leaf!  refill: ance  was  offer’d. 
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They  look’d  upon  a  Woman  as  a  Statue  when 
’twas  not  allowable  to  Love  her  *,  and  if  per¬ 
chance  Love  inflam’d  their  Heart,  their  Reafon 
and  Strength  of  Mind  manag’d  their  Paflions 
fo  wifely,  as  to  fecure  them  entirely  from  its 
Charms.  The  Naked nefs  of"  a  *Man  and  Wo¬ 
man  made  no  more  impreflion  upon  their  Soul, 
than  the  Lacedemonian  Laflfes  made  formerly 
upon  the  People  dancing  dark  naked  in  the 
Market-place,  without  any  Cover  but  the  pub- 
lick  Honed  y.  But  this  drength  of  Soul  is  ba- 
nifli’d  from  our  Provinces,  and  feems  only  to  be 
preferv’d  among  the  Savages,  who,  in  this  par¬ 
ticular,  are  lefs  favage  than  we. 

When  I  confider  Man’s  blindnefs,  and  the 
many  Contrarieties  which  difeover  bis  Mifery, 
l  am  vex’d  to  fee  him  in  that  Condition.  I  won¬ 
der  we  do  not  fall  into  defpair  by  reafon  of  not 
knowing  whence  we  come,  or  how  we  are 
made.  If  I  ask  a  Man,  whether  he  is  better 
indrufled  than  I,  about  the  Parts  he  is  compos’d 
of,  and  after  what  manner  he  is  engender’d, and 
I  find  by  his  Converfation,  that  we  are  both 
equally  ignorant  of  the  Matter.  We  both  lock 
about  us,  but  fee  no  Body,  that  has  any  more 
infight  into  the  Affair  than  we.  We  meet  a  Man 
by  chance,  who  inftru6fs  us  in  the  Principles  of 
Generation,  (hows  the  Parts  requifite,  and  ac¬ 
quaints  us  with  their  Duty  injoin’d  by  God  him-, 
felf  to  perpetuate  their  Species  by  marrying,  as. 
alfo  with  the  Misfortunes  which  enfue  Upon 
e^cefs  of  Pleafure.  The  Man  thus  entertain’d, 
being,  as  Were,  vex’d  to  know  himfelfand  his 
Origin,  infults  the  Perfon  that  inftruch  him  in 
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Nature’s  wonderous  Proceedings  But  upon  fuch 
a  hint,  I  betake  ray  felt’  to  examine  what  I  did 
not  know  before,  and  Man  being  made  for 
thinking,  I  cannot  blame  him,  if  finding  him- 
felf  mortal  in  his  own  Nature,  he  bends  his 
Thoughts  to  render  himfelf  immortal  by  Ge¬ 
neration  and  Lawful  means.  Indeed  the  other 
Man  and  I  differ  very  much  in  Opinion.  He 
that  inftrucls  pleafes  fome  becaufe  they  are  rea- 
fonable,  and  difpleafes  others,  becaufe  they  com¬ 
mit  deprav’d  Adions.  His  Doctrine  is  Ortho¬ 
dox,  and  what  he  teache  s  is  lawful  5  feeing ’tis 
the  Opinion  of  the  Holy  Church. 

I  own,  as  we  are  brought  up  with  a  repug¬ 
nancy  to  name  the  fecret  Parts  of  either  Sex,  cal¬ 
ling  them  Pudenda,  fhameful  Parts,  tho’  Mofes 
call’d  them  holy,  no  Woman  being  allow’d  to 
touch  a  Man’s  Privities  upon  pain  of  iofing  her 
Hand.  And  we  accullom  our  felves  to  abhor 
their  Aft  ions,  as  if  God,  according  to  the  Opi¬ 
nion  ol  Clemens  Alex  an  dr  in  us,  had  not  fabrica¬ 
ted  them,  and  that  both  Divine  and  Humane 
Laws  had  forbid  to  life  them.  What  a  piece  of 
Extravagance  is  it,  faid  fome  Philofophers,  to 
pronounce  Robbing ,  Cheating,  committing  Adulte¬ 
ry,  being  all  forbidden  Actions,  and  not  to  name 
without  Crime  the  Actions  of  our  fecret  Parts, 
which  in  it  felf  is  allowable. 

Neque  indecorum  nobis  in  utilitatem  audientium 
nominate  dicata  concept ui  organa,  qu£  &  ipfum  De- 
urn  fabricari  non  puduit.  Clem.  Alex.  i/W. 

Latrocinari ,  fraudare ,  adulterari  re  turpe ,  &C. 
fed  {he i tar  non  obfccene.  Liberis  dare  operam  re  ho¬ 
ne  jlum  efly  nomine  objccemm.  Cynici  a  pud  Ci« 
ceronem.  ^  ?  Tis 


The  PREFACE, 

Tis  well  known  a  Man  may  talk  of  the  lewd- 
eft  and  moft  abominable  things  Without  /hock¬ 
ing  or  wounding  good  Manners,  provided  ft  is 
to  fignify  the  Condition  the  ferfons  were  in 
when  they  committed  them,  and  denote,  by  a 
fort  of  Referred nefs,  that  their  Rehearfa  1  is  trou- 
blefome.  This  is  the  Reafon  the  mod  infamous 
Things  being  reprefented  under  this  Veil  of 
Horror,  are  look’d  upon  ?s  Crimes,  yet  fignify 
rather  the  Things  than  the  Aftion  it  fell’,  becaufe 
every  thought  that  is  exprefs’d  having  two  Sig¬ 
nifications,  one  proper,  and  tire  other  figurative, 
its  conftder’d  in  a  different  fenfc.  This  one  and 
the  fame  thing  may  be  Infamous  and  Honed y 
Forbidden  and  Allowed.  Rut  thefe  figurative 
Ideas,  not  being  always  ty’d  to  the'  Words  by 
common  ufe,  we  muft  refer  to  him  that  makes 
ufe  of  them  in  his  Book  under  this  Qualification, 
For  Words  being  but  Sounds,  and  'Filings  be¬ 
ing  indifferent  of  themfelves,  neither  one  or  the 
other  are  lew ’d  and  impudent  :  And  ftisa  fick- 
nefs  and  weaknefs  of  the  Soul  to  be  fcandalizd 
thereat.  This  is  what  St.  Aufiin  fays.  That  if 
any  Lewd  Perfon  reads  what  he  has  written  of 
the  Plea  hires  of  Love  in  Matrimony,  let  him  ra¬ 
ther  accufe  his  own  Lewd  nefs  than  the  Words 
he  has  been  conftrainM  to  make  ufe  of  to  ex¬ 
plain  his  Thoughts  about  Generation  ;  Adding, 
that  he  hopes  the  mod  eft  Reader,  and  prudent 
Hear er,  will  eafily  pardon  his  way  of  fpeaking : 
Thus  proceeds  the  Apoftle  when  he  (peaks  of 
the  horrid  Crimes  of  Men  and  Women,  that 
chang’d  the  natural  ufe  of  their  Parts,  into  that 
which  is  contrary  to  Nature. 
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He  that  knows,  the  World,  looks  upon  every 
thing  with  indifference,  and  like  the  Sun,  can’t 
be  itain’d  by  any  thing,  ;tho?  never  fo  filthy.  If 
perchance  this  Book  falls  into  fuch  a  Perfons 
Hands,  he’ll  read  it  without  fcruple,  and  admire 
the  facred  Orders  God  has  eftablifh’d  in  Nature, 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  human  Species. 

But  as  we  are  engendred  thro’  Love,  and 
Love,  in  the  Scriptures  call’d  Charity,  being,  ac¬ 
cording  to  St.  HieronPa  Opinion,  the  ftrongeft  of 
all  Paifions,  a  Man  may  be  taught  how  to  ma¬ 
nage,  and  even  to  fubdue  it,  when  it  lhall  be 
troublefome ;  fo  that  I  do  not  doubt  but  this 
Book  may  be  very  ufeful  to  feveral  Perfons,  even 
fuch  as  are  diftinguilh’d  by  their  Virtue.  If 
peradventure  it  happens  to  kindle  any  amorous 
Motions  in  the  Heart,  it  will  quickly  deftroy 
them,  and  furnifii  a  Remedy,  as  the  Sun  diffi- 
pates  the  Clouds  it  felf  produces. 

Ay  oung  Man  may  know  by  this  Book,  what 
Conftitution  he  is  of,  and  whether  he  is  difpos’d 
for  Continency  or  Matrimony.  He  may  learn  at 
what  Age  he  ought  to  marry,  that  he  may  not 
be  enervated  in  his  younger  Years,  and  pafs  a 
confide  table  time  of  his  Life  without  Pleafure  : 
In  what  deafen,  and  what  Hour  of  the  Day,  he 
may  get  healthy  and  witty  Children  without  in¬ 
juring  hi  mfe  If,  which  may  prove  the  honour  and 
glory  of  their  fa  rents,  and  (up port  of  the  State. 
But  young  People  who  aim  at  nothing  but  plea- 
fur  a  wren  they  marry, will' here  find  thelnconve- 
niencies  caus’d  by  exceffive  Pleafures  in  Matri- 
rrr-c « ■  •  •Vi!  w  >  to  the  L  ife,  in  order  to  fhunand 
l  iifeb  Misfortunes  as  derive  from  thence, 
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before  they  come  to  try  them  in  their  own  Per- 
fons. 

An  old  Man  will  find  to  what  Age  he  may 
be  able  to  marry,  and  if  he  defigns  to  procure 
himfeif  Heirs,  how  he  ought  to  behave  himfelf 
with  a  Woman  to  have  Children*  and  how  to 
roufe  his  Courage  in  the  Coldnefs  of  his  Age, 
without  running  any  risk  of  impairing  his 
Health,  or  committing  Errors  againft  the  Max- 
ims  of  Religion. 

A  Divine,  Cafuift  and  Confeflor,  may  be  in¬ 
truded  in  the  true  Caufesof  validity  and  diffo- 
lution  of  a  Marriage,  and  what  Vices  and  Sins 
are  committed  amidt  lawful  Pleafures.  For 
whatever  is  repugnant  to  Generation,  is  exa¬ 
min’d  with  great  care,  and  confequently  all  what 
is  contrary  to  the  Decrees  of  God,  Laws  of  Mar¬ 
riage,  and  the  Intention  of  the  Church.  The 
Infirmities  which  hinder  marry ’d  Perfons  from 
reciprocal  Duties,  are  alfo  treated  of,  and  me- 
thinks  fo  good  Reafons  all  edg’d  for  what  is  pro¬ 
pos’d,  particularly  about  Charms,  Incubits’s  and 
Succubm  s,  that  I  may  fay,  if  People  confider 
what  I  have  written,  they  may  be  intirely  un¬ 
deceiv’d  of  the  contrary  Opinions,  that  have 
been  deemed  probable  hitherto. 

A  Judge  may  find  Difficulties  of  Law  and 
Phyfick  that  are  but  indifferently  explain’d  by 
Lawyers,  (fated  and  decided  in  fo  clear  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  he  may,  for  the  future,  be  able  of 
himfelf  to  diftinguiflb  the  true  Caufes  of  Impo- 
tency  in  Men,  and  fterility  in  Women,  and  not 
he  liable  to  an  eafy  Abufe,  when  fuppos’d  Chil¬ 
dren  (hall  be  brought  before  him.  This  know- 
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mg  by  a  Man’s  own  fclf,  is  not  in  the  leaf!  £w- 
fpkious,  whereas  a  Pfiyfician,  Surgeon  and  Ma¬ 
tron,.  as  fuch  Cafes  are  commonly  referred  to, 
may  be  gain’d  either  by  Complaiiance  or  Inte- 
left.  We  alfo  denote  the  Infirmities  that  eaufe 
Divorces  among  marry’d  Perfons,  the  Age  Peo¬ 
ple  begin  to  engender  at,  and  foch  time  as  they 
leave  off,  together  with  fuch  Signs  as  truly  evi¬ 
dence  Teeming.  One  may  alfo  fee  whether 
Nature  has  fix’d  a  Time  for  Childbearing,  or  if 
Charms,  Magicians  or  Devils,  can  hinder  the 
Confummation  of  Marriage.  In  fine,  a  Man 
may  learn  whether  Hermaphrodites  and'  Eu¬ 
nuchs  ought  to  marry,  and  if  they  are  able  to 
get  Children. 

A  f  hilofopher  and  Phyfieian  may,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  meet  with  fome  Satisfaction,,  by  reading 
the  Difcoveries  I  have  made  upon  the  fecret  Parts 
of  Women,  and  the  new  Conjectures  I  advance 
about  the  Place  of  Conception,  the  Caufe  of  the 
Terms  and  Milk,  and  abundance  of  other 
things  that  have  not  been  well  explained  hi¬ 
therto.  ' 

A  Woman  may  be  inftrucled  by  this  Bookg 
how  to  rule  her  amorous  Inclinations,  and  ma¬ 
nage  the  Reputation  of  her  Daughters.  She  may 
learn  which  Conftitution  is  fit  for  the  Cloifter, 
and  which  for  Matrimony,  in  order  to  perfwade 
her  Children  to  take  up  with  either  Condition 
of  Life,  that  they  may  not  afterwards  defpair 
for  having  made  choice  of  fuch  an  one  as  they 
were  improper  for. 


Shell 


The  P%E  FAC  E. 

She’ll  learn  how  to  be  dutiful  to  her  Husband, 
and  what  Confiderations  may  be  had  for  him,  if 
fhe  loves  his  Health,  and  is  not  a  Slave  to  her 
Paflions.  In  fine,  file’ll  know  how  to  live  with 
Pleafure  in  Matrimony,  and  avoid  the  Rocks 
People  fo  commonly  fplit  upon. 

A  Maid  may  be  inform’d  before-band,  of  all 
the  Diforders  caus’d  by  Love,  without  trying 
the  Experiment  upon  her  felf :  For  the  Bonds 
of  Marriage  being  indifToluble,  it  were  to  be 
wi fil’d,  that  all  Maids  were  acquainted  with  the 
Trouble  and  Pain  this  State  is  lubjeff  to. 

Even  an  Atheift  that  will  read  this  Book  at¬ 
tentively)  and  obferve  all  the  Proceedings  of 
Nature  in  the  Formation  of  Mankind,  may 
meet  with  fome  reafon  to  change  his  Sentiment : 
And  I  am  fure  there  is  no  Book  or  Arguments 
that  can  make  him  know  God  Almighty  in  a 
clearer  manner,  than  what  I  have  written  of 
the  Generation  of  Men. 

A  Debauchee  may  know  what  Vexations  and 
incurable  Infirmities  are  caus’d  by  an  irregular 
Love,  and  having  ferioufly  reflected  thereon, 
may  find  means  either  to  Hand  out  again!!  the 
V iolence  of  Love,  or  preferve  his  Health  by 
being  referv’d  for  the  future.  < 

I  own  ferioufly,  that  amidfi:  fo  many  good 
Ufes  as  this  Book  may  be  of,  it  may  alfo  do  a 
great  deal  of  hurt  in  fome  Reader’s  Minds. 
Love,  is  a  blind  Child,  that  may  do  good  or 
hurt,  according  to  the  method  he  is  play’d 
withal.  It  may  be  compar’d  to  a  two-edg\l 
Knife,  which  Fools  handle  to  do  mifchief,  and 
Wife  Men  ufe  as  they  ought.  Thus  Love  is 
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equally  the  foirfe  of  Virtue  and  Vice,  becaufe, 
altho’  it’s  natural,  always  good  and  indifpenfa- 
bly  necelTary  for  the  Production  of  Mankind, 
yet  it  works  with  fuch  Violence  upon  us,  as  to 
make  our  Will  ply  to  all  Extravagancies.  For 
which  Reafon,  fome  Precautions  ought  to  be 
us’d,  both  as  to  Perfons  and  Difpofitions  for  the 
reading  of  this  Book.  For  Love  is  a  natural 
Paflion,  and  fo  impetuous,  that  we  cannot  ma¬ 
tter  it  whatever  prudence  we  fhow  ;  carrying 
us  along  1  ke  a  Current,  that  for  the  moft  part 
we  feldom  perceive  our  Misfortunes,  till  they 
are  ailually  upon  us. 

It  were  then  to  be  wilh’d  that  the  Reader,  of 
either  Sex,  were  of  a  firm  and  fteddy  Mind, 
and  knew  what  Love  and  the  World  fignify’d. 
That  he  were  neither  Lewd  nor  Libertine ;  I 
would  affo  detire  he  might  be  of  a  reafonable 
Age  to  be  able  to  improve  by  this  T reatife. 
The  Mind  is  then  riper  and  more  referv’d. 
Love  has  made  its  moft  impetuous  Onfets,  and 
we  manage  the  Motions  of  that  Paflion  better  in 
an  advanced  Age,  than  in  our  tender  Youth. 
We  are  then  fitter  to  withftand  the  violent  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Love,  and  to  refill  its  Charms  with 

,  ) 

more  Courage. 

Now  fome  one  or  other  may  tell  me,  that  tho’ 
as  to  the  SL  bjeCl  in  hand,  I  manage  the  Expref- 
fions  on  purpofe,  which  feem  in  themfelves  free, 
and  obferve  a  certain  decency  in  the  Words  I 
make  ufe  of  to  exprefs  my  Thoughts,  and  that 
I  refemble  the  wife  Scythian  Anacharfis ,  whom 
the  Painters  reprefented  with  his  right  Hand 
ppon  his  Mouth,  and  left  upon  his  amarous 
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Parts,  to  teach  us  that  we  ought  not  to  {peak  of 
thefe  Parts  and  their  Actions,  but  with  Mode- 
fty  and  Refer  vednefs.  Yet  that  I  expofe  fuch 
as  {hall  read  it,  to  an  eminent  danger  of  being 
loft,  and  that  it  had  been  better  never  to  have 
publifh’d  it,  than  to  be  the  Caufe  of  fuch 
Crimes  as  may  be  committed  by  reading  this 
T  raft. 

But  that  argues  a  defire  to  abide  in  Ignorance, 
and  ’tis  hard  fervitude  for  a  Man  to  deprive 
himfelf  of  the  reading  of  fuch  Books,  as  teach 
which  way  Nature  afts  in  its  production,  and 
the  means  it  ufes  to  attain  to  its  ends.  For 
what  place  foever  the  Productions  of  Nature 
are  found,  they  rather  caufe  Admiration  than 
fhame  him  that  is  your  faithful  Interpreter, 
according  to  T ertulhan,  Ne  pudeat  neceffari <&■ 
interpret  at  ionvSj  Nature  veneranda  non  erube- 
fcenda. 

But  as  I  have  borrow'd  the  Matter  of  this 
Work  of  the  Publick,  fo  his  reafonable  to  re- 
ftore  it,  after  having  made  ferious  Refleftions 
and  important  Obfervations  upon  what  I  have 
difcover’d.  A  Man  may  then  look  upon  Love’s 
Pourtrait,  which  is  drawn  after  Nature,  to  a* 
void  the  InconVeniencies  and  Errors  I  have  de- 
fcry’d  in  it.  I  have  eflay'd  to  reform  the  Man¬ 
ners  of  Libertines,  and  to  (hew  wife  Men  the 
pliantnefs  of  Love  for  their  diverlion,  in  order 
to  preferve  Health,  and  choofe  the  raoft  a  {lur'd 
ways  for  Generation  without  Abufes.  For,  I 
proteft,  I  have  no  other  defign  in  writing,  than 
to  inftruft  the  Reader  in  Virtue. 
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In  fine,  if  we  admit  the  Complaints  made, 
we  may  have  reafon  to  accufe  him  that  form’d 
the  Parts  of  both  Sexes,  which  are  daily  abus’d, 
and  alfo  blame  him  that  has  given  the  Vine,  be¬ 
ta  life  we  are  eafily  inebriated  with  its  Juice. 
For  if  we  weigh  the  Prefents  and  Benefits  of 
Nature  againft  the  ill  ufe  that  is  made  thereof, 
we  fhall  always  take  up  the  worft  part. 

Betides,  we  fhould  be  reduc’d  to  fuch  an  Ex¬ 
tremity,  as  to  fupprefs  the  molt  part  of  ancient 
and  modern  Writers.  We  fhould  be  oblig’d  to 
banifh  Catullus,  Juvenal ,  Horace  and  Virgil  him- 
ielf  from  our  Libraries  and  Studies,  that  enter¬ 
tain  us  lo  agreeably  of  Love.  Arifiotle ,  Plato 
and  Plutarch  would  be  torn  in  pieces,  for  ha¬ 
ving  written  of  Generation  and  natural  Plea- 
fures.  We  fhould  abhor  the  excellent  Works  of 
Petrarcha ,  Bocacio ,  Marftlim ,  Ficinus ,  Platina 
and  EquicoL ,  who  lay  open  the  Victories  and 
Triumphs  of  Love.  We  Ihould  by  no  means 
read  the  Book  Hieronimus  M eng  us ,  Dedicated 
to  Cardinal  Paleolus,  nor  thofe  written  by  P. 
Delrio  jel'uit,  or  P.  Sprenger  Dominiciart,  of  the 
abominable  Conjunctions  the  Witches  have 
with  the  Devil  on  the  Sabbath.  Neither  durft 
we  read  the  Book  of  Love  of  blamimus  Nohilis , 
one  of  the  greateft  Divines  of  his  time,  who  af¬ 
ter  having  been  imployM  in  the  Edition  of  the 
Latin  Bible,  by  order  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.  thought 
it  neither  difhonelt  nor  unworthy  of  himfelf  to 
compofe  that  Book,  as  the  Mafter-piece  of  his 
Life.  All  the  Cafuifts  ought  to  be  burnt,  for 
teaching  fo  many  things  upon  this  Subject.  And 
the  Jefuit  Sanchez  would  not  be  exempted  from 
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blame,  who  has  made  a  great  Volume  of  the 
tnoft  iecret  matters  that  pal’s  between  marry ’d 
Perfoiis. 

Neither  would  St.  Auftin,  Sr,  Gregory  of  Nice^ 
nor  lertulhm  be  perus’d,  who  ipea k  of  Conju¬ 
gal  Love  in  terms  I  durft  not  Tranflate  but  by 
Paraphrasing.  And  one  would  fuoprefs  the 
Book  of  the  Secrets  of  Women,  wherein  Al¬ 
bert  as  Magnus  fets  forth  a  great  many  means  to 
provoke  to  Love.  Inline,  the  Books  or  Phy.fr 
cians  and  Anatomifts  ought  not  to  be  feen,  if 
the  Complaints  above  recited  were  juft  and  rea¬ 
sonable. 

If  a  Man  tells  me  that  this  Book  might  pals 
well  enough  were  it  written  in  Latin,  that  it 
might  not  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Vulgar,  but 
abide  among  the  Learned. 

I  aniwer,  this  Objection  is  of  no  force,  feeing 
thofe  that  are  Matters  of  foreign  Tongues  and 
Languages,  do  not  rule  their  Paflions  better,  but 
rather  for  the  moft  part  are  more  effeminate  and 
voluptuous  than  others.  A  Man  may  read  Books 
of  Phylick,  Anatomy  and  Midwifery  with  Fi¬ 
gures,  pr foiled g’d  by  the  State.  He  may  eve¬ 
ry  where  meet  St.  Iwbert* s  Book  of  Vulgar  Er¬ 
rors,  wherein  he  treats  of  the  A&ion  of  the 
Parts  of  both  Sexes,  and  was  fo  bold  as  to  dedi¬ 
cate  it  to  Margaret  of  Navarre, Henry  the  Great’s 
Ciandmothes  ,  as  alio  that  of  Amhroje  P aur reus 
and  Du  Laurens  which  treats  of  Generation, 
and  tnat  of  Mr.  Mar  hem  which  fpeaks  of  Child- 
births  with  Figures  [ Tranflated  into  Enghlh  by 
Doctor  Chambetlain]  that'  feem  lewd  and  im- 
nGdeii,  A  certain  Book  shat  treats  of  the  Paf- 
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fiOns  of  the  Soul  is  publish’d  and  fold,  wherein 
the  tender  Motions  of  Love  are  cunningly  infi- 
nuated,  &c. 

But  befides,  if  I  Ihould  not  know  the  Latin 
Tongue,  and  understand  none  but  my  own, 
mull  I  therefore  be  oblig’d  to  ftifle  thofe  pretty 
Observations  I  have  made  about  Generation,  ra¬ 
ther  than  publish  them  ?  No,  all  the  World  is 
too  much  concerned  therein,  and  particularly 
the  Learned,  to  wit,  how  a  Man  is  made,  after 
what  manner  he  has  been  form’d  in  a  Woman, 
and  how  the  Pleafures  of  Love  ought  to  be  ufed, 
either  to  preferve  Health,  or  avoid  committing 
any  error  again!!  Religion.  You  think  evil  of 
me,  faid  Jofeph  to  his  Brethren,  but  God  who 
knows  my  Intentions,  will  bring  good  effects  of 
what  you  believe  I  have  done  ill  in.  Indeed,  I 
h.ave  been  guilty  of  fome  FluShes  in  compofing 
of  this  Book}  and  how  can  it  be  otherwife  ? 
How  can  I  fpeak  of  the  Follies  of  Love  with  a 
grave  Air  ;  nay,  fometimes  it  has  been  requi* 
fite  to  be  a  little  gay  and  brisk,  tho’  not  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  wound  Modelfy,  or  fully  the 
Fancy  of  thofe  that  Shall  read  this  Book. 

I  know  fome  Perfons  are  Sufceptible  of  Love, 
that  they  cannot  look  upon  an  amorous  Objedl, 
or  read  any  Book  that  treats  of  fuch  things,  but 
they  are  moved  even  to  a  Crime.  I  would  ad* 
vife  fuch  Perfons  to  Shun  the  Conversation  of 
Mankind,  and  take  up  their  Abodes  in  Defarts 
and  Solitudes,  where  they  may  fee  nothing  to 
be  offended  at,  and  hear  nothing  of  what  is 

faid  about  Generation, 
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I  own  I  fhould  be  irt  the  wrong  to  expofe 
this  Book  to  all  the  World,  if  our  Endeavours 
and  Art  could  not  exempt  us  from  the  Motiohs 
of  Love.  But  it  being  a  Paflion  that  touches 
to  the  quick,  and  \Ve  unable  to  withftand  it* 
methink'.  we  ought  rather  to  praife,  than  biarfte 
a  Book  that  teaches  how  to  moderate  it,  and  to 
preferve  us  in  Health,  confidering  how  many 
Temptations  we  lie  under,  it  being  of  human 
Prudence,  call'd  by  the  Ecclefiaftick  Fathers* 
Prudsntitt  Carnis,  to  preferve  ones  health  by  the 
moderate  uieof  the  Pleafures  of  Matrimony; 

Books  do  not  always  teach  what  is  nought  ; 
an  ill  Temperament,  Examples,  and  immodeft 
Converfation,  do  more  harm* 

No  Man  can  with  any  truth  fay*  that  I  teach 
excefs  of  Love,  or  the  activity  and  pliantnefs  of 
this  Paflion  towards  any  Abufes*  To  the  con¬ 
trary  by  expofing  it  to  all  the  World*  I  cry 
down  unlawful  Pleafutes,  that  they  may  be 
fhann5d  and  abborr’d,  as  being  the  caufe  of  de- 
ftrovingour  Health,  and  frulirating  the  End  of 
PERPETUATION. 

This  Treatife  was  not  made  to  bring  the 
Work  of  Generation,  or  action  of  the  Genital 
Parts,  into  a  Method.  That  has  been  done  long 
before  by  the  (Length  of  Nature  alone.  There 
-is  no  occafion  for  any  Science  upon  that  Sub¬ 
ject  :  The  greateft  Fools  and  Blockheads  are 
Matters  of  it.  Our  defign  is  only  to  fet  forth 
what  Moderation  ought  to  be  us’d  in  the  Plea- 
fures  of  Love,  to  the  end,  if  I  muff  repeat  it 
once  more,  good  tile  may  be  made  thereof ;  be 
it  either  to  preferve  Health,  to  obey  the  orders 
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of  Nature,  to  cure  our  Diftempers,  or  the  Cu¬ 
rio  iity  of  the  Mind. 

I  am  fo  far  from  writing  of  unlawful  Plea¬ 
sures  taken  with  Curtizans,  that  I  may  fay 
with  the  Poet, 

Nuda  recede  Venus,  non  eft  turn  ifte  libellus. 

We  know,  as  St.  Hierom  bears  witnefs,  that 
all  Cardies  of  Women  are  not  difhoneft,  and 
that  we  may  make  ufe  of  them,  provided  no 
Abufes  Aide  in.  And  if  we  believe  St.  Auftin , 
he’ll  tell  us,  that  Amorous  Embraces  are  rather 
a  Cure  for  our  Wtaknefs,  and  Comfort  in  our 
Languifhings,than  Pleafures  we  ought  to  abhor. 
Nupt'u  (ant  infirmities  remedium  &  hum  unit  ntis 
foUtium.  Aug.  De  Nuptiis.  Indeed,  feeing  the 
Church  makes  Matrimony  a  Sacrament,  and 
requires  its  Children  to  be  initiated  in  two  of  its 
moft  Auguft  My  Aeries,  we  gught  not  to  think 
the  Pleafures  of,  the  Nuptial  Sheet  fo  horrid  and 
abominable  as  Some  would  have  it.  The  Church 
deems  them  no  ways  Criminal,  and  fome  Ca- 
fuifts  make  them  meritorious,  feeing  they  are 
the  Earneft  of  the  Sacrament.  Thole  that  live 
Single,  and  lead  the  beft  part  of  their  Lives  in 
Solitudes,  are  commonly  deeper  fmitten  with 
the  Pleafures  of  Love  than  we.  They  luppofe 
tis  to  be  of  the  fame  (lamp,  but  they  are  grofly 
miftaken  ;  for,  being  us’d  to  plentiful  Tables, 
we  eat  with  Kefervednefs  and  Difcretion. 

But  all  the  Objections  form’d  againft  this 
Bock,  being  alledg’d  only  by  weak,  nice  and 
Scrupulous  Perfons,  I  defire  it  may  never  fall  in¬ 
to 
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to  their  Hands,  nor  under  their  perufal,  and  that 
only  wife  People  may  improve  by  reading  it. 

I  no  ways  doubt  but  if  a  Man  fliall  judge  of 
the  Book  by  the  Title  of  its  Chapters^  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  Lewd  and  Indifcreet  to  fome  Perfons  of  ill 
Education,  worfe  Inclinations,  or  crofs- grain’d 
Wit.  But  if  he  opens,  reads  and  judges  without 
pre- occupation  of  any  fign  in  compofing  it,  he 
will  adore  the  Divine  Wifdom  that  inflames  our 
Heart  by  Love,  for  the  propagation  of  our 
Species. 

But  every  one  is  not  able  to  judge  of  this 
Treatife,  Yis  like  a  Pidure  that  all  People  do  not 
know,  to  judge  of  which  a  Man  muft  be  well 
inftruded  in  Painting,  and  afterwards  take  the 
true  vifive  Point,  there  being  but  one, >  and  that 
indivifible,  in  order  to  form  a  judgment ;  fome 
are  too  near  or  too  far  off,  others  too  low  or  too 
high,  and  fo  judge  amifs.  Befides,  Ideots  and 
Fools  are  no  ways  fit  to  Judge,  nor  thofe  that 
only  rely  upon  hear-fay  or  prejudice.  The  firft: 
being  merely  Ignorant,  fay  it  deferves  not  to  be 
read:  The  fecond  fort  being  Wife,  judge  well 
of  it,  or  fay  nothing,  and  admire  God’s  Orders 
in  reference  to  Generation  :  Laffly,  The  third 
fort  being  half-learn’d,  and  in  greater  number 
than  the  reft,  give  out,  that  the  Book  is  perni¬ 
cious.  They  fee  up  for  Wits,  trouble  all  the 
Wosid,  and  judge  worfe  than  all  the  reft.  They 
have  the  Jaundice,  and  fay  that  I  am  daubed 
with  Yellow.  Indeed,  every  one  has  not  a  gift 
of  judging  well,  it  requiring  an  upright  Mind, 
good  hence  and  Relifh  of  things,  and  few  Per¬ 
fons  have  this  Talent. 

Y  b  % 
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Inftancewhat  Quintilian  gives  us  to  obferve, 
viz.  that  fome  in  his  time  did  prefer  Lucrece  to 
Virgil,  tho’  if  the  firft  is  compar’d  to  the  latter, 
he  hardly  deferves  the  Name  of  a  Poet.  In  fine, 

I  defire  no  other  Apology  for  my  Book,  than  that 
of  Father  Theophilm  Renaud. ,*  in  favour  of  his 
Country-man  P.  Sanchez  Jefuit,  who  wrote  of 
Matrimony  as  well  as  my  felf ;  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  ’twill  be  well  enough  defended. 

A  Friend  of  mine  told  me  the  other  Day,  that 
I  had  written  this  Book  to  fanftify  fome,  and 
fcandalize  others  ’Tis  true,  according  to  my 
own  Experience,  that  it  appears  virtuous  to 
feme,  and  vicious  to  others.  Dilfempers  and 
Interefts  fpoil  our  Minds,  and  we  do  not  judge 
alike  in  all  Ages.  The  Love  of  a  Party  (huts  our 
Eyes  agreeably,  and  Paffion  changes  our  Juftice. 
Some  look  upon  the  Bock  as  lewd  and  defign-  ? 
ing,  their  own  Heart  being  impure  and  proud. 
Others  confider  it  as  fomething  Natural  and 
Divine,  their  Hearts  being  juft  and  fubmifiiveto 
the  Orders  of  God.  Thus  ’tis  prais’d  and  blam’d 
according  to  the  Difference  of  Perfons.  As  for 
my  own  part,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  judge  of  an 
Author,  I  would  firlt  know  his  defign,  and  con¬ 
fider  his  Book  in  gi'ofs,  without  confining  my 
felf  to  a  fingle  Expreffion,  Period  or  Chapter, 
and  then  it  ought  be  eafily  difeover’d  whether 
he  teaches  Virtue  or  Vice,  or  puts  Men  upon 
unlawful  Amours,  or  luch  as  are  allow’d. 

No  Parfon  ever  preach’d  up  moderation  of 
Plea fu res  with  greater  Zeal,  nor  has  ever  been 
more  fervent  to  exhort  People  to  fhun  Sensuali¬ 
ties  in  Matrimony  ?  W  iio  Bands  more  up  againffc 
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cxcefsof  Love,  or  teaches  furer  means  to  avoid 
its  Allurements,  than  Art  2.  Chap.  3 .  of  the  fir  ft 
Part.  Chap .  1.  2.  and  6.  Art.  1.  and  2.  Chap.  8. 
the  10.  and  11.  Chap,  of  the  fecond  Part,  the 
ift  Chap,  of  the  third  Part  of  this  Book,  and  fe- 
veral  other  Paffages  do  clearly  evince. 

No  Man  can  ever  judge  true  by  the  out  fide 
and  appearance  of  things.  If  we  confider  that 
forne  careffed  their  own  Daughters,  that  Sam- 
fon  did  Wonders,  which  St.  Hierom  calls  Fables 
in  a  litteral  fenfe,  that  David  committed  Adulte¬ 
ry,  that  Thamar  proftituted  her  felf,  that  H>[ea  is 
difhoneftly  marry ’d,  that  Holla%  and  her  Sifter, 
ran  after  Debauchees,  would  not  any  Man  think 
thefe  things  difhoneft,  abominable  and  unwor¬ 
thy  of  being  plac’d  in  holy  Writ?  But  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  Wifdom  under  thefe  Covers,  and 
Myfteries  hidden  under  things  nowaysobfcene. 
The  Figures  of  Aretine  engrav’d  by  the  Carr  a - 
ches,  are  horrid  o  look  upon,  conlidering  them 
with  the  Eyes  of  the  Body  ;  but  there  is  Morali¬ 
ty  hidden  under  thefe  infamous  Poftures,  which 
fhows  that  exceftive  Pleafures  of  Love,  caufe  in¬ 
famous  Diftempers,  and  an  untimely  End  ;  the 
unavoidable  Confequences,  and  neceftary  Re¬ 
wards  thereof. 

The  fame  Perfons  that  objected  againft  this 
Book,  have  alfo  made  their  Criticifms  upon  it, 
and  like  Toads  croak  only  in  the  dark.  But  I 
humbly  beg  of  them,  if  they  begin  to  critic'ife  to 
be  more  mod  eft,  fin  cere  and  reafonable,  and 
not  do  either  with  Precipitation,  Hatred,  Ma¬ 
lignity,  Pedantry  or  Envy,  and  then  I  allow 
them  to  criticize  feverely,  without  rend  ring 
Ip  if  :  .  b  3  them 
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them  obnoxious  to  fuch  Punifhment  as  Baptifin 
Ignatius  inflicted  on  Robert  el,  or  the  hatred  King 
Chilperick  bore  to  Gregory  of  Jours ,  and  S&bvius 
JBifliop  of  Jlbj.  More  I  befeech  them,  not  to 
judge  of  my  Book  till  they  have  read  it.  As  was 
formerly  done  to  the  Books  of  St.  Thomas  and 
Roger  Bacon's,  they  being  reputed  Magicians  by 
the  foie  Title  Page :  And  laftly,  That  they  do  not 
flupidly  yield  to  the  Perfwafions  of  my  Enemies, 
or  malignity  of  ignorant  Fellows,  for  there  are 
abundance  more  Ideots  in  the  World  that  flare 
at  Grotesk  Poftures,  than  wife  Men  that  apply 
themfelves  to  contemplate  the  Beauty  of  Nature. 
After  all,  if  they  find  it  bad  let  them  blame  it 
with  all  my  Heart,  and  burn  it,  as  Nero  did  for¬ 
merly  the  Satyrs  of  Fabricim  V ajentm,  and  the 
Roman  Senate  the  Books  of  Cremuntius  Cor  dm. 
Then  all  the  World  will  read  it,  and  I  am  fure  I 
fliall  then  meet  with  feveral  Perfons  that  will 
take  my  part  againft  fuch  as  find  fault  with  th« 
Book,  and  calumniate  its  Author. 

Common  Senfe,  and  exaflnefs  of  Judgment, 
is  fomewhatfcarce  now  a-days.  Would-be  Wits 
are  met  with  every  where,  that  can’t  difcern 
Truth,  but  take  things  in  the  worft  manner, 
and  pafs  the  weakeft  Arguments  and  Reafons 
for  current  Coin  toothers,  being  fo  opinionated 
as  not  to  liften  to  any  thing  that  may  undeceive 
them.  In  fine,  they  decide  boldly  of  what  they 
do  not  know,  and  underftand  only  by  halves. 
This  falfe  judging  chara&erifes  this  fort  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  but  fometimes  thofe  that  are  reputed  wife 
are  guilty  of  the  fame,  which  proceeds  chiefly 
from  a  precipitate  fancy,  and  want  of  due  at- 
'  '  . . .  fentipfl 
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tendon  to  things ;  fo  that  they  mull  needs  judge 
rafhly  of  what  they  know  but  confufedly. 

But  why  fhould  I  be  furpriz’d  at  my  Book's 
being  malicioufly  criticiz’d,  when  it  has  been 
the  fate  of  the  moil  perfect  Works,  envy  and 
hatred  having  attack’d  them  moft  feverely.  Ho¬ 
mer  fleeps  often,  and  is  full  of  Faults ;  Demofibe* 
ties  gives  but  little  fatisfaftion  to  his  Readers ;  Ci¬ 
cero  is  a  Compilator  from  the  Greek ,  and  his 
Thefts  and  Robberies  fhown,  he  is  timid,  bafe, 
flat,  too  copious,  and  too  flow  in  the  beginning 
and  Digreflions,  too  tirefom  in  the  cadence  of 
his  Periods,  and  too  backward  too  give  Life  and 
Morion  to  his  Difcourfe.  There  is  no  connexion 
in  the  Difcourfes  of  Seneca ,  *tis  like  Sand  without 
Lime.  Pliny  the  Hiftorian  fwallows  all  his 
Judgment,  and  never  digefts  any  thing.  Virgil 
has  no  Wit,  and  ufurps  the  Thoughts  of  others. 
Ovid  is -too  copious.  Horace  too  difhoneft,  un- 
genteel,  and  writes  Verfein  Profe.  St.  Ambrofe 
is  the  Crow  of  the  Fable,  and  his  Cornmenta- 
ties  upon  St.  Lake  trifles  and  fluff. 

But  be  it  as  ’twill,  I  made  it  my  Refolution, 
to  have  as  many  Judges  as  Readers,  when  I  com¬ 
pos’d  this  Book.  The  Book  is  like  an  emancipa¬ 
ted  Child  out  of  my  Tutorage.  The  only  Right 
I  have  lawfully  refer  v’d  to  my  felf,  is  to  corre£fc 
its  Errors,  and  in  this  fenfe  the  different  Judg¬ 
ments  have  been  very  ufeful  to  me.  The  firfl: 
Editions  were  only  rough  E flays  which  I  propo- 
fed  to  literate  Perfons  to  learn  their  Opinions, 
and  follow  it  in  this  Edition,  for  which  I  con¬ 
ceal’d  my  Name  under  a  retrograde,  wherefore 
I  have  corrected  fome  free  and  harfh  Exprefli- 
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Qns,  added  fevcral  Hiftories  and  Obfervations, 
pndfome  curious  Chapters  that  will  increafe  the 
Curiofity  of  the  Matter. 

But  in  fine,  the  Books  that  treat  of  Genera¬ 
tion  ought  not  to  be  accounted  fo  terrible  or  im- 
modeft,  as  fome  would  have  them,  feeing  Fa¬ 
ther  Fabry  had  one  printed  on  this  Subject,  under 
the  y,:ry  Nofe  of  the  Romijh  Inquifition,  where* 
in  he  fpeaks  boldly,  but  wifely,  of  all  theCir- 
cumftances  that  accompany  the  A&ions  of  the 
fecret  Parts  of  both  the  reafonable  Sexes. 

Moreover,  feeing  Cato ,  who  was  reputed  ve¬ 
ry  wife  among  the  Ancients,  and  virtuous  a- 
mong  Phyficians,  advis’d  his  Son  to  read  Ovid 
fometimes,  to  learn  to  love  wifely,  why  may 
not  I  advife  reafonable  Perlons  to  read  my  Book, 
fince  I  only  teach  to  love  according  to  the  Laws 
of  Nature,  and  Maxims  of  Religion  ?  .  ;■ 

Infhort,  I  cou’d  not  write  with  greater  Mo- 
deft  y  than  I  have  done  upon  the  Subjeft  in  hand. 
Yet  I  have  not  fpoken  coldly  of  Love  without 
being  mov'd,  ’twould  have  been  an  error  not  to 
have  been  touch’d.  My  Raptures,  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  have  not  been  criminal,  nor  in  Words  im~ 
modeft,  tho’ fometimes  free  and  fimple,  byrea- 
fon  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Argument.  Difguis’d 
Words  bear  a  double  fence,  and  Women  that 
underhand  the  Tricks  of  Love  better  than  we, 
would  without  doubt  have  taken  them  in  the 
worft  fenfe,  and  made  me  fay  quite  another 
thing  than  I  did  intend. 

In  fine,  notwithftanding  all  my  care  and  in- 
duftry,  I  could  do  no  otherways  than  I  have 
done  in  my  Difcourfe,  I  hall  be  very  well 

fatisfy’d 


The  PREFACE. 

fatisfy’d  if  afmall  number  of  learned  or  judicious 
Perfons  efteem  either  this  Treatife,  or  my  la¬ 
bour  in  compiling  it.  I’ll  value  it  more  than 
all  the  Clownifh  Multitude,  which  is,  for  the 
moil  part,  but  an  indifferent  Interpreter  of 
Truth.  ’Tis  what  the  wife  Man  faid,  that  the 
Opinion  of  the  People  is  the  Opinion  of  Fools, 
and  Horace  infinuates  the  fame  by  commencing 
one  of  his  fineft  Odes  with  an 
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CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Parts  mbujhring  to  Generation  in  Men  and 

Women, 

GOD  proceeded  in  the  Creation  of  the 

World  as  famous  Workmen,  who  jfel- 
dom  affe£t  to  Ihew  the  Excellency  of 
their  Arc  at  firft,  but  defer  giving  Proofs 
of  their  Mafter-piece  till  the  dole  of  their  Work, 
Thus  he  began  his  Workmanlhip  by  Creatures  left 
perfed,  and  refted  not  till  he  had  Ihown  the  great- 

eft  T rads  of  his  Power  in  forming  Man  according  to 
his  Image,  ° 

The 
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The  Matter  which  the  Almighty  made  ufe  of  ma y 
juftly  be  term’d  a  Virgin  Earth ,  fince  it  had  not  as 
yet  lerved  for  any  Production.  This  Clay  he  took 
the  pains  to  fhape  into  the  various  Parts  we  are 
compofed  of.  Woman ,  who  was  to  differ  from  us 
in  Qualities,  was  not  form’d  of  this  Matter,  and 
but  Juftice,  the  fhould  be  made  of  a  higher  and 
nobler  Matter,  feeing  fhe  ought  to  contribute  much 
more  then  Man  towards  the  great  Work  of  Genera¬ 
tion  . 

Truly,  generally  fpeaking,  it  leems  that  God  has 
fhown  particular  Care  (if  the  Expreffion  may  be  al¬ 
low’d)  to  form  the  Parts  of  both  Sexes,  that  were  to 
be  made  ufe  of  for  the  propagation  of  the  Species. 
For,  confidering  their  Union,  Proportion,  Figure 
and  Action,  as  alfo  the  Spirits  that  are  brought  to 
thole  Parts,  the  Tickling  and  Pleafure  that  is  felt  in 
them,  and  even  the  Soul  that  refides  there,  (becaufe, 
’tis  hence  it  Tallies  out  to  communicate  it  lelf  to 
another)  confidering  all  this,  I  fay,  there  is  no  Body 
but  what  ought  to  admire,  and  make  particular 
Reflexions  on  thofe  Parts. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Of  the  external  Genital  Farts  of  Man. 

WE  call  the  principal  part  of  Man’s  Privi¬ 
ties  the  Viril  Member ,  which  the  Anci¬ 
ents  ranked  among  the  number  of  their  Gods  under 
the  Name  of  Fafcines ,  to  teach  us  what  Empire  it 
has  acquir’d  in  the  World  :  For  no  Charms  or  En¬ 
chantments  can  equal  it.  If  perchance  a  Woman 
perceives  it  thro’  lome  flight  unfolding  of  the  Gar¬ 
ments,  herFIeart  is  at  the  fame  Inttant  inflam’d  with 
a  Paffion,  that  is  with  Difficulty  affwaged. 

Truly,  in  thefe  latter  Ages,  as  well  as  in  former. 
People  have  had  that  Part  in  great  Veneration,  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  ’tis  the  father  of  humane  kind,  and  the  Orgirt 
of  the  reft  of  the  parts,  we  are  compofed  of.  Vib 
hndre ,  as  the  Hiftory  of  France  remarks,  committed 
High  Treafon  in  touching  the  privy  parts  of  Charles 
IX.  with  his  Hands.  The  Law  of  the  Old  Teftament 
orders  the  Woman’s  Hand  to  be  cut  off,  that  Ihouid 
Scornfully,  or  Injurioufly  have  handled  thole  parts, 
and  that  lame  Law,  as  well  as  the  New,  doth  not 
allow  any  man  that  has  any  defaults  in  the  engen¬ 
dering  parts,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Church  of 
God.  And  the  Capes  take  Pride  in  cutting  off  their 
Enemies  Privities  in  the  War,  and  making  pre- 
fents  of  them  to  their  Wives  and  Relations,  who 
wear  them  about  their  Necks  as  Necklaces.  The 
Vi'nl  Member  has  a  notable  Commerce  with  the 
whole  Body,  if  you  touch  it  lometimes  never  fo 
little  rudely,  the  Heart  at  the  lame  Inftant  feels 
Surprizing  faintnefs,  the  Head  buffers  infupportable 
heavinefs,  and  the  eyes  lhare  in  the  pain  through 
Vertigo's,  and  a  dangerous  dimnefs. 

Confidering  this  Part  in  grols,  ’tis  apt  to  be  taken 
for  one  piece ;  but  being  examined  piece- meal,  ’tis 
found  to  be  covered  with  a  little  loofe  Skin,  and 
with  another  fomewhat  thicker  furnilhed  with  Veins 
and  Arteries,  as  alio  encompaffed  with  a  flelhy  Mem¬ 
brane,  which  Ihuts  up,  like  a  cafe,  all  the  parts 
that  compofe  the  Virge.  Its  Subftance  is  neither 
folid  nor  bony  ;  if  it  had  been  of  the  fame  nature 
with  that  of  Dogs  and  Wolves,  there  would  have 
been  great  diforder  in  the  feveral  Adventures  of 
Men  and  Women,  and  there  would  have  been  no 
occafion  for  witnefs  to  make  out  a  Rape,  if  the  Party 
had  hung  by  this  part. 

The  common  paffage  of  Urine  and  Seed  is  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  mid  ft  of  this  part.  The  Glam  cover’d 
with  its  prepuce,  which  is  at  one  of  its  extremities, 
has  fuch  tender  and  fenfible  flefh,  that  Nature  hath 
there  ettablifh’d  the  Throne  of  Senfuality  and  Plea- 
fure  in  Women’s  embraces. 

Two 
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Two  nervous,  or  cavernous  Pipes,  accompany 
the  common  paflage  of  Urine  and  Seed.  They  are 
filled  with  a  loole  and  (pungy  matter  that  refembles 
clotted  and  black  Blood.  The  Arteries  and  Nerves 
bring  Spirits  into  thefe  fmall  Cavities,  which  en~ 
creating  fwell  thefe  two  Pipes  fo  as  to  ftiffen  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Member . 

All  this  is  not  done  without  a  Myftery*  Nature 
having  a  defign  in  all  its  Enterprizes,  and  that  hard- 
nefs  which  we  fometimes  feel,  againft  our  mind, 
doth  not  only  animate  and  prompt  to  Copulation, 
but  alfo  to  dart  the  matter,  of  which  Men  are  made, 
with  violence  into  the  Woman’s  deepeft  Parts. 

The  Virge  cannot  raile  it  (elf  without  Mufcies, 
nor  continue  ftiff  without  a  perpetual  fupply  of* 
Spirits  j  it  would  alfo  be  impolfible,  that  the  Seed 
fhould  be  (quirted  in  as  ’tis,  were  it  not  for  other 
fmall  Mufcies  that  comprefs  the  paffage,  to  make, 
it  (ally  out  with  precipitation. 


ART.  II 


Of  the  internal  Genital  Parts  o/'Man. 

HE  Teftides  are  (hut  up  in  a  Pur(e,  as  fome* 


X  thing  very  precious  j  from  thefe  Nature  draws 
forth  matter  for  the  forming  Miracles  every  day 
in  the  produ&ion  of  Men.  Thefe  Parts  evidence 
Manhood  and  Ifrength,  and  it  was  nor  allowable 
formerly  in  the  Courts  of  juftice  at  Rome  for  any 
Man  to  bear  witnefs  againft  another  except  his  Tefti- 
,  cles  were  entire. 

Every  Man  has  commonly  two  Teftides,  if 
one  is  difordered,  withered  or  wounded,  the  other 
may  Minifter  to  Generation.  Some  have  natu¬ 
rally  but  one  as  the  Sylla\  Cotta\  2tc.  but  then 
Nature  (huts  up  in  this  one  parr,  all  what  ought 
to  be  contain’d  in  both.  ’Tis  more  frequent  for  People 
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to  hive  ?  or  4  Tefticles  than  one*  and  Obftrvatiortf 
of  Phylicians  take  notice,  that  there  are  few  King¬ 
doms,  but  what  furnifh  iome  Families  of  Men  that 
have  three  Tefticles,  but  thefe  have  not  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  the  former  *  becaufe  inftead  of  being  more 
fertilby  the  number  of  theft  Parts,  they  become  im¬ 
potent,  the  polifick  Vertue  being  diftributed  in  too 
many  parts  to  be  of  any  Force.  Jgatbodes  King 
of  Sicily,  Rochelle ,  and  Mr.  Pint — ,  of  this  Town, 
knew  well  enough,  that  a  great  Number  of  Tefti¬ 
cles  was  not  the  frtteft  for  Generation  whatever  they 
might  be  for  Luft  and  Pleafure,  and  that  ’twas  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  furnifh’d  with  one  or  two,  than  to  have 
more. 

If  Man,  fays  an  ancient  Philofopher,  had  his 
Tefticles  hidden  in  his  Belly,  there  would  not  be  4 
more  lafdvious  Creature  in  the  Univerft-,  therefore 
to  avoid  the  diforders  of  Lacivioufnefs,  adds  he, 
Nature  has  placed  them  outwardly,  to  receive  Irri- 
preffions  of  the  Injuries  of  the  Air.  But  I  may  an¬ 
swer,  that  this  does  not  •hinder  Man  from  being  the 
molt  Lafdvious  of  Creatures,  becaufe  he  is  difpo- 
fed  for  the  delights  of  Love  at  every  Hour,  and  in 
every  SeaTon*  whereas  molt  other  Creatures  wait 
for  certain  Periods  of  Time,  in  order  to  Copulate. 

Befides,  Nature  has  a  quite  different  Defign  in 
placing  thefe  Parts  outwardly*  the  Seed  is  much 
.better  prepared,  when  it  has  room  and  time  to 
perfeft  itftlf,  and  ’tis  doubtlefs  for  this  fame  Rea- 
Ibn,  that  Women’s  Seed  is  Id's  rectified  than  ours, 
becaufe  the  Veflels  that  prepare  its  matter,  are  in¬ 
comparably  fhorter,  and  Ids  twilled  with  one  ano¬ 
ther  than  thofe  of  Men. 

Moft  Children  have  their  Tefticles  hidden  in  the 
Belly,  or  Groins,  and  excepting  feme  fpv,  they  ftl- 
dom  appear  till  about  the  Age  of  Eight  or  Ten 
Years.  The  Heat  then  beginning  to  be  vigorous* 
pulhes  out  thofe  parts  that  before  were  hidden  in 
Children.  There  are  ftveral  Children  whole  Te- 
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Sides  come  down  very  late,  and  in  fome  they  ne¬ 
ver  come  down  at  all,  and  then  one  would  take 
them  to  be  Eunuchs,  if  they  had  no  other  Proof 
to  induce  us  to  believe  them  perfect.  The  Lady 
Argenton  would  never  have  call’d  her  Husband’s 
Ability  into  queftion,  if  fhe  had  met  with  Te- 
fticies  in  his  Purfe,  nor  could  they  have  juftified 
his  Fruitfulnefs  by  all  the  Proofs  they  had,  if 
Ambrofe  Pane  had  not  found  his  Tefticles  in  his 
Belly  after  his  Deceafe.  And  the  Lapidary  men¬ 
tion’d  by  Kercbingim ,  Obf.  13.  would  not  have 
fung  fo  ftrongly,  had  not  his  Tefticles  been  hiden 
in  his  Belly,  for  they  fell  down  when  he  was  1 8 
Years  of  Age  after  the  fit  of  a  Fever. 

For  all  Hippocrates ,  there-  is  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  his  Pofition,  viz.  That  the  right  Tefticle  is 
hotter  than  the  left  ^  and  alfo  that  it  engenders 
Males,  whereas  the  other  produces  only  Females. 
Experience  and  reafon  oblige  me  to  be  of  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Sentiment  from  that  Phyfician,  for  we  know 
that  the  Seed  mixing  together,  when  ’tis  fallying 
out,  /the  effect  we  perceive,  can’t  be  attributed 
more  to  one  Tefticle  than  another,  but  rather  to 
the  Complexion  of  the  Man’s  and  the  Woman’s 
Body,  as  we  (hall  examine  it  more  at  large  in 
the  Sequel. 

Moreover,  I  have  obferv’d  in  differing  feveral 
Tefticles,  that  the  left  had,  for  the  moft  part, 
bigger  Arteries  and  Veins  than  the  other,  and  con- 
fequently  mult  be  more  heated  by  Blood,  and 
quickned  Spirits  5  befides,  the  left  Tefticle  was 
generally  bigger,  firmer,  and  fuller  of  Seed  than 
the  other,  whence  one  might  conclude  againft 
the  Opinion  of  Hippocrates ,  that  it  ought  to  con¬ 
tribute  more  towards  the  Generation  of  Males  than 
the  Right.  But,  in  truth,  to  repeat  it  once  more, 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  produces  a  Male 
fooner  than  a  Female  5  Witnefs  what  Gajfendt 
tela te5  of  a  Man,  who  had  caufed  one  Tefticle  to 
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be  cut  out,  yet  got  Children  afterwards  of  both 
Sexes. 

The  Tefticles  are  clofely  cover’d  with  feveral 
Membranes  very  hard  to  the  point  of  a  Lancet, 
that  the  Spirits  deftined  for  the  Life  of  future 
Pofterity,  may  not  be  diflipated  through  the  Pores ; 
their  Subftance  is  a  Clew  of  Spermatick  Veffels, 
which  one  may  term  the  end  of  the  preparing 
and  beginning  of  the  Ejaculatory  ones :  It  is 
made  of  an  infinite  Number  of  Email  Shreads, 
which  are  as  the  Store-houfes  of  the  Seminal  Mat¬ 
ter,  that  comes  from  the  arterial  Blood  filtrated 
through  a  thoufand  fmall  Conduits,  and  a  nervous 
Juice  that  Aides  in  amongft  it  through  feveral  lit¬ 
tle  Windings.  The  Interftice  between  thefe  Veffels 
is  taken  up  with  a  glandulous  Subftance,  which 
communicates  to  them  a  vertue  to  engender  Seed. 
What  is  moft  pure  and  refin’d  in  the  whole  Body, 
is  perpetually  brought  thither  by  the  Arteries  and 
Nerves.  The  Mufcles  prefs  and  preferve  thefe 
two  fmall  Parts,  and  keep  them  up,  that  the  pre¬ 
paring  Veffels,  and  thofe  that  contain  the  Seed, 
may  not  be  broken  by  the  Weight  of  the  Tefticles, 
and  the  violent  agitations  of  Love. 

They  could  hardly  avoid  difmal  Accidents  in 
'  this  Paffion,  if  the  fame  Mufcles  did  not  ward  the 
Shock  by  drawing  them  up,  and  the  Seed  would 
often  lack  Spirits,  if  they  were  not  pulled  up  to 
the  root  of  the  Virgs  by  the  fame  Mufcles. 

Some  Philofophers,  and  after  them  Lome  Phy- 
ficians,  will  not  allow  the  Seed  to  be  formed  in 
the  Tefticles  *  becaufe,  lay  they,  they  have  no  fen- 
Able  Cavities,  and  no  paffage  for  the  matter  to  be 
brought  through,  as  alio  that  thefe  parts  being 
cold,  a  fpirituous  Matter  cannot  be  conco&ed  in 
them }  That  in  the  diffe&ion  of  Tefticles  no  Seed 
can  be  perceiv’d :  That  there  are  Creatures  th^t 
have  no  Tefticles,  and  engender  neverthelefs.  Fi¬ 
nally,  that  we  are  aftur’a  by  fome  Qbfemtions, 
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that  Men  who  have  been  depriv’d  of  thefe  parts, 
have  got  Children  notwithftanding  this  lots. 

All  thefe  Reafons  appear  very  ftrong  tothofe  that 
only  examine  things  in  the  Books  of  Authors ;  for 
if  vve  fearch  for  the  truth  thereof  by  DiffeCfion, 
and  other  better  Reafons,  we  fhall  foon  be  of  ano¬ 
ther  Opinion. 

5Tis  known  that  the  Spermatick  Arteries  go  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  Tefticles,  and  dividing  in  two  Bran¬ 
ches  bring  the  femeritifick  matter  to  the  Epididymis , 
and  the  Body  of  the  Teiticle  *  befides,  ’tis  known 
that  the  Nerves,  which  Ipring  from  the  Sixth  Pair, 
and  thofe  that  come  from  the  Hip  of  Nerves,  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Back-bone,  communicate  to 
the  Tefticles  a  fpirituous  matter  proper  for  Gene¬ 
ration.  » 

Moreover,  the  Tefticles  being  nothing  but  a 
Clew  of  V elBels,  they  have  Cavities  by  the  fame 
Reafon,  though  they  are  not  Perceptible.  The  Seed 
alio  being  but  an  Excrement,  Nature  doth  not  fuf- 
fer  it  to  ftay  long  in  the  Tefticles,  that  the  Party- 
may  not  be  indifpofed,  which  is  confirmed  by  Do- 
don&us ,  who  meeting  with  a  Tefticle  in  a  Spaniardi 
of  a  prodigious  bignefe,  cut  it,  and  made  abun¬ 
dance  of  Seed  fpurt  out  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Specta¬ 
tors.  Nay,  Fillies  have  feme  Parts  that  ftand  them 
inftead  of  Tefticles :  And  finally,  Stories  reported 
of  Men  and  Beafts  that  have  Engendered  without 
Tefticles,  are  Fabulous,  or  elfe  ought  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  fuch  Senfe,  as  we  fhall  explain  in  the  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Eunuchs. 

But  the  principle  Objedion  is  taken  from  the 
Temper  of  the  Tefticles  •,  yet  we  know  that  the 
Brain  is  of  a  cold  Temper,  and  of  lolid  Subftance, 
enough  to  be  in  its  Nature  a  Glattdula.  There  is 
no  Cavity  feen  in  the  Place  where  the  Nerves  have 
their  Origin,  and  no  DiffeCtion  as  yet  has  made  us 
able  to  obferve  what  becomes  of  the  Blood,  that  is 
filtrated  through  its  Subftance,  and  what  the  mat- 
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ter  next  to  the  Spirits  is,  that  makes  us  move  and 
feel.  The  little  reddilh  Serofity  in  the  moft  folid 
Places,  which  I  have  obferved  by  fqueezing  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  Brain  of  a  dead  Body,  is  nothing  but 
Blood,  that  began  to  change  into  a  Nervous  Juice. 
Thus  although  the  Brain  be  of  a  cold  Temper,  asi 
have  fa  id,  and  that  it  has  been  made  according  to 
Arijlotle ,  only  to  qualify  the  Heat  of  the  Heart,  yet 
it  produces  Spirits  more  fubtil  and  refin’d,  than 
thole  of  the  Heart ;  for  the  Arterial  Blood  mount¬ 
ing  up  fwiftly  by  the  motion  it  receives  from  the 
Heart,  enters  the  fubftance  of  the  Brain,  in  order 
to  receive  all  it’s  fpirituous  Impreffions.  The  Chy- 
tniJIs  and  DiJHllers  are  at  the  fame  Pals  when  they 
diftill  Brandy  or  Spirits ;  for  the  Spirits  of  the  Wine 
that  is  put  into  the  Alembick,  arifing  by  Degrees  to 
the  Head,  and  diftributing  afterward  by  a  long  Paf- 
fage  in  a  Veflel  where  they  are  receiv’d,  would  be 
fharp  and  difagreable  to  theTafte,  if  they  were  not 
fweetned  in  the  Serpentine,  or  Worm,  by.  the  cold- 
nefs  of  a  Barrel  of  Water :  Thus  the  Cold  gather¬ 
ing  and  condenfing  the  Spirits  of  the  Wine,  ren¬ 
ders  them  more  agreeable. 

The  fame  happens  to  the  Brain  ;  for  the  Blood 
dallying  hot  out  of  the  Heart,  and  fpringing  up¬ 
wards,  enters  into  the  fubftance  of  tho  Brain, 
which  by  its  Coldnefs  condenfes  the  Spirits,  and 
renders  the  Blood  the  molt  Subtil,  and  moft  refin’d 
Liquor  in  the  whole  Body. 

This  being  thus  ftated,  there  is  no  Teeming  Dif¬ 
ficulty  to  give  a  Reafon,  why  the  Tefticles  are  the 
Workers  of  humane  Seed  5  for  no  body  is  ignorant 
of  their  being  cold,  becaufe  they  confift  of  a  clew 
of  Veffels  preffed  by  little  Glandules;  and  if  we 
can  be  perfwaded,  that  the  Blood  is  fubtiliz’d  by 
paffing  through  the  Brain,  we  ought  alfo  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  fame  Blood  is  reHify’d  by  penetra¬ 
ting  the  Tefticles,  and  that  it  becomes  a  Seminal 
Spirit,  if  we  may  be  allow’d  the  Expreflion. 

B  3  Ther§ 


There  are  two  forts  of  Veffels  falfned  to  the  Ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  Tefticles;  the  one  brings  Matter 
to  elaborate  the  Seed,  the  other  brings  back  the 
Seed  ready  made,  and  afterwards  according  to  the 
Opinion  of  Anatomifls ,  difcharge  themfelves  into 
the  fmall  Cellules,  or  Store-houfes  at  the  Root  of 
the  Yard.  .  /  • 

One  may  compare  thele  fmall  CeSules  to  the  Ca¬ 
vities  of  a  Pomgranate,  when  the  Seeds  are  taken 
out ;  here  the  Seed  is  preferv’d  for  leveral  Embra¬ 
ces,  and  different  Generations.  I  have  often  had 
the  curiofity  to  prels  thole  little  Bladders,  and 
fmall  Glandules  that  are  found  near  them,  with  my 
Fingers,  to  make  the  Seed  come  forth;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  coldnefs  of  the  Corps,  I  have 
perceived  a  white,  and  pretty  thickifh  Liquor,  fil¬ 
ter  thro’  a  Membrane  near  a  little  Wart,  and  af¬ 
terwards  to  pour  out  in  the  Urinary  and  Seed  paf 
f-ige. 

The  callofity  and  hardnefs  of  tbefe  Cells  and 
glandulous  Flefh,  call’d  proflrata ,  and  not  a  fmall 
lofs  of  Blood  running  from  the  Temple  Vein  cut, 
renders  the  Scbytes  barren  ;  for  the  Tartars  being 
always  on  Horfeback,  they  prels  thele  little  Cells, 
by  the  weight  and  continual  agitation  of  their  Bo¬ 
dy  to  that  degree,  that  they  are  hardned  and  ren¬ 
der’d  incapable  for  the  future  to  fquirt  out  the 
Seed,  after  having  receiv’d  it. 

\ 

ART.  Ill, 

Of  the  external  Genital  Tarts  of  a  Woman. 

AFter  having  diligently  examin’d  the  Parts  of 
Man,  which  lerve  for  Generation,  it  leems 
alfo  to  the  purpole  to  confider  thole  of  the  Woman s 
and  at  the  lame  time  to  admire  Nature  in  forming 
them,  and  its  marvellous  contrivance  in  their  or¬ 
der  and  diftofitiocu  :i 
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If  the  privy  Parts  of  a  Woman  were  altogether 
the  fame,  as  thofe  of  a  Man,  and  no  difference  but 
in  the  upfide  down  of  thofe  Parts,  we  might,  with 
fome  reafon  fay,  that  a  Woman  were  an  impeded 
Man,  and  that  the  coldnefs  of  her  Sex  is  the  caufe 
of  the  Parts  flaying  within,  inftead  of  coming 
forth,  as  they  do  in  Men. 

Galen,  and  Fallc>pius  after  him,  for  all  their  Skill 
in  Anatomy,  met  with  great  Difficulties  in  main¬ 
taining  this  Opinion  $  for  if  we  obferve  the  diffe-  - 
rent  ftru&ureof  the  Parts  of  both  Sexes,  examin¬ 
ing  their  Number  and  Bignefs,  confidering  their 
Cavities  and  Figures,  and,  in  fine,  comparing 
their  Adion  and  life,  ’tis  vifible  that  they  are  alto¬ 
gether  different  from  one  another  ^  What  propor¬ 
tion  is  there  between  the  Womh,  and  the  Gians  * 
or,  if  you  will  have  it  fo,  the  Cod  of  a  Man,  and 
the  Womb,  the  Man’s  Member  and  the  Clitoris  ? 
The  Veffels  that  contain  the  Woman’s  Seed,  do 
not  refemhle  thofe  in  Men,  and  their  Te Aides  are 
made  after  another  faffiion. 

But  without  flicking  at  fuch  Queftions,  that  are 
of  no  ufe  to  my  Subjed,  let  us  examine,  in  few 
words,  thofe  privy  Parts  of  a  Woman  that  we  are 
firft  aware  of. 

Nature  is  wonderful  in  all  its  Works,  and  pro¬ 
duces  nothing  without  defign.  The  Hair  begins 
to  point  forth  at  14  or  Years,  at  which  time, 
according  to  Theodoret ,  the  Soul  is  able  todiftin- 
guifh  Virtue  from  Vice,  and  confequently  Nature 
then  puts  a  Veil  upon  the  privy  Parts  of  both 
Sexes,  to  fignify,  that  Honefly  and  Modefty  ought 
there  to  eftablifh  their  chief  aboad. 

The  privy  Parts  of  a  Woman,  by  fome  call’d 
Nature ,  becaufe  all  Men  owe  their  Origin  to  them, 
are  the  caufe  of  moft  of  our  Sorrows,  as  well  as, 
our  Pleafures ;  and  I  dare  fay,  that  all  Diforders, 

that  ever  happ . . 
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ly  read  Fetrovhis,  and  be  well  verfed  in  the  eight 
Years  Hiltory  which  he  has  written  of  Nero's  de¬ 
bauch’d  Court,  and  I  do  not  queftion,  but  you  will 
be  perfwaded  of  the  truth  of  what  1  fay. 

The  Labia ,  and  Wrinkles  of  thefe  Parts,  are  only 
Folds  that  the  Skin  makes  there.  They  are  ai- 
moli  like  a  young  Cock  (comb,  and  thefe  Wrin¬ 
kles  betoken  Age,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  Counte¬ 
nance,  when  Women  grow  old,  or  elle  have  been 
gre..r  Prcftitutes.  The  Wrinkles  called  Nymph 
caufe  the  noife  that  attends  a  Woman’s  Evacuation 
of  Urine,  which  would  doubtlefs  furprize  us,  if  we 
were  not  ufed  to  it. 

After  the  Nymph  a,  are  placed  four  little  Bits  of 
Flefh  of  the  figure  of  a  Myrtle  Leaf,  which,  thoJ 
conlfantly  water’d,  yet  keep  up  the  Fire  Nature 
has  kindled  in  thofe  Parts  ^  nay,  often  ’tis  as  Wa¬ 
ter  upon  quick  Lime,  which  incites  and  inflames 
them  the  more.  Thefe  Caruncles ,  or  little  Bits  of 
Flefh  (call’d  by  Phyficians  Myrtiformes)  as  fatten’d 
to  one  another  by  Membranes,  which  often  render 
the  entrance  of  the  Womb  fo  freight,  thatfcarce 
one  of  the  Extremities  of  one’s  Fingers  will  go  in, 
in  a  Girl  of  9  or  10  Years,  unlels  you  injure  her  in 
tearing  them.  This  is  what  the  Matrons  would 
lignify  in  making  their  Reports  to  the  Magiftrate 
of  a  Rape,  when  they  fay  the  Cord  is  broken. 
And  the  feparation  of  the  fame  Parts,  was  a  certain 
flgn  of  Defloration  amongft  the  Jews,  by  yielding 
Blood  the  Nuptial  Night,  which  we  fhall  examine 
in  the  fequel,  with  a  great  deal  of  curioiity. 

There  is  a  Part  above  the  Nyjnpha,  longer  more 
or  lefs  than  half  a  Finger,  call’d  by  Anatomilfs 
Clitoris ,  the  which  I  may  juftly  term  the  Fury  and 
Rage  of  Love.  There  Nature  has  plac’d  the  feat 
of  Pleafure  and  Lull,  as  it  has,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  the  Gians  of  Man.  There  it  has  plac’d  thofe 
excefiive  Ticklings,  and  there  is  Leachery  and  Laf- 
$ivi<?ufcef$  etiablifh’d  $  for  in  the  Adioa  of  Love. 

the 
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the  Clitoris  fills  with  Spirits,  and  afterwards  ftif- 
f'ens  as  a  Man’s  Virge,  which  Part  it  alfo  refem- 
bles.  One  may  lee  its  Pipes,  its  Nerves  andMuft 
cles,  neither  is  there  a  Gians ,  or  Prepuce  wanting. 
And  if  it  was  hollow  thro’,  one  would  fay,  ’twas 
altogether  like  a  Man’s  Member. 

This  part,  lafcivious  Women  often  abule.  The 
Lesbian  Sappho  would  never  have  acquir’d  fuch  in¬ 
different  Reputation,  if  this  part  of  hers  had  been 
lefs.  I  have  leen  a  Girl  of  8  Years,  that  had  al¬ 
ready  the  Clitoris  as  long  as  one’s  little  Finger  * 
and  if  this  Part  grows  with  Age,  as  ’tis  probable 
it  may,  I  am  perfwaded  ’tis  now  as  long  as  that  of 
the  Woman,  Platerus  lays,  he  did  lee,  one  who  had 
one  as  big,  and  as  long,  as  the  Neck  of  a  Goole. 

Tho’  this  Part  fwells  to  the  degree  fpoken  of, 
during  Life,  in  lome  Women,  when  Love  fends 
Spirits  thither }  yet  the  trouble  one  is  at  to  meet 
with  it  in  dead  ones,  would  be  incredible,  were 
not  Experience  on  my  fide.  So  that  it  may  be  al¬ 
low’d  for  truth,  that  the  Parts  are  not  in  the  lame 
condition  during  Life,  and  after  Death. 

If  this  Part  caufes  fometimes  Diforders  in  Wo¬ 
men,  in's  alfo  very  advantageous  to  them  ;  for ’tis 
to  the  Womb,  what  the  Windpipe  is  to  the  Lungs. 
In  conjunction  with  the  Caruncles  it  corrects  the 
cold  Air,  that  might  diforder  the  Womb,  and  at 
the  fame  time  hinders  extraneous  Matters  from  en¬ 
tering  into  it. 

Ail  the  Parts  already  mention’d  would  be  ufelels 
to  Generation,  if  Hymen ,  It y I’d  by  the  prophane 
Latin  Poets,  God  of  Marriage,  was  not  of  the  num¬ 
ber.  The  ancient  Anatornilfs,  who  only  bulled 
themlelves  about  the  moft  common  things  of  Ana¬ 
tomy,  took  the  Caruncles  abovefaid  to  be  the  Hy¬ 
men  which  being,  lor  the  moft  part,  knit  toge¬ 
ther  by  ftrong  Membranes,  oppofe  the  entrance  of 
God  Priapus ;  for  ’twould  not  be  reafonable,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Tenets  of  the  Pagans,  that  any  thing 
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elfe  but  a  God  fliould  oppofe  the  defigns  of  ano¬ 
ther  God.  Yet  fometimes  it  happens,  tho’  very  fel- 
dom,  that  Nature  being  willing  to  preferve  the 
Womb  of  fome  tender  Woman,  produces  a  Mem¬ 
brane  above  the  Urinary  paffage,  that  Air,  or  o- 
ther  extraneous  matter,  may  not  diford er  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  5  and  this  Membrane  is  properly  call’d 
Hymen.  It  Js  full  of  Veins,  and  commonly  bored 
thro’  the  middle,  to  give  way  on  one  fide  to  the 
Terms,  and  on  the  other  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Seed.  But  this  Membrane  call’d  Hymen,  being 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  Anatomifts  have 
taken  the  Caruncles,  joyn’d  together  by  fmall 
Membranes,  for  the  Hymen.  As  for  Example,  Ve- 
falius,  AqitapenJens,  Fallopius,  Cajferius,  Sebojius, 
Hajihintts ,  and  feveral  others,  who  call  thele  Ca¬ 
runcles  joyn’d  together  Hymen ,  which  fometimes 
muft  be  cut,  as  we  fhall  fee  further  in  Chap.  3. 
Art.  2.  by  a  paffage  that  all  Paris  has  heard,  which 
I  fhall  relate  in  all  its  Cireumftances. 

A  R  T.  IV. 

Of  the  Internal  genital  Farts  of  a  W Oman. 

A  Mongall  the  Parts  of  a  J foman  that  ferve  for 
Generation,  the  Womb  ought  to  be  firft  na¬ 
med  ;  and  tho’  ’tis  one  of  the  weakeft  parts,  yet 
theTreafures  of  Nature  are  depofited  in  it.  It  is 
the  Land  where  Diogenes  us’d  to  plant  Men,  and 
where  he  immortaliz’d  himfelf,  without  being 
afham’d,  in  the  middle  of  the  Streets. 

It  is  fituated  below  the  Belly,  between  the  Blad¬ 
der  and  the  ftraitGut,  which  ferve  for  Cufhions  to 
the  moft  fierce  and  unruly  Creature,  while  he  con¬ 
tinues  in  his  Mother’s  Womb. 

It’s  pretty  large  in  middle-fiz’d  Women,  that  are 
ufed  to  be  often  kifs’d;  its  depth  is  eleven  Fingers 
breadth,  or  thereabouts,  from  the  entrance  to  the 
bottom,  but  ’tis  very  fmall  in  Virgins  and  Old  Wo- 
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men,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  no  bigger  than  a 
Horle-bean,  or  Pigeon-egg.  In  fliort,  in  thefe 
latter,  ’tis  nothing  but  a  hard  wither’d  Skin,  dev 
priv’d  of  Arteries,  and  any  feeming  Veins- 

When  Maids  have  their  Terms,  or  a  Woman  has 
conceiv’d,  all  its  fubftance  puffs  up  a  little  more 
than  before  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of 
the  Child,  the  Womb  becomes  larger,  and  more 
extended  in  its  Circumference,  but  lomewhat 
thicker  at  bottom,  by  reafon  of  the  after-burden 
that  is  plac’d  there,  and  the  number  of  Veffels  if 
is  furnifh’d  with  in  that  part,  which  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  feveral  Diffe&ions  has  made  me  obferve. 

A  Bottle  gives  a  pretty  juft  Idea  of  the  Figure 
of  the  Womb,  with  this  difference,  that  ’tis  fome- 
thing  flatter  when  empty  j  its  Ligaments  keep  it 
knit  to  the  lower  Belly,  that  it  cannot  be  fhaken 
without  Violence.  Its  Neck  ties  it  below,  and  the 
Ligaments  fatten’d  to  the  Groins  and  inner  parts  of 
the  Thighs,  hinder  it  from  launching  upwards,  in 
thofe  Suffocations  that  fo  often  trouble  Women. 

By  reafon  of  thefe  two  Ligaments,  breeding 
Women  are  made  fenfible  of  thofe  cruel  Pains  in 
the  Loins,  as  alfo  fometimes,  for  this  fame  reafon, 
render’d  apt  to  difcharge  upon  the  Buttocks  the 
Impurities  of  an  infamous  Copulation. 

But  as  the  Womb  cannot  rife,  fo  neither  can  it 
fall,  except  it  be  through  fome  extraordinary  Ef¬ 
fort  ;  for  ’tis  tied  above  by  two  firm  and  large  Li¬ 
gaments,  that  refemble  Bat’s  Wings.  There  the 
Tefticles  are  plac’d,  and  the  Veffels  that  bring  the 
Seed  to  the  Womb.  By  means  of  thefe  Ligaments 
the  Womb  is  hindred  from  falling  out  of  its  place, 
thro’  the  heavinefs  of  the  Child,  or  by  the  violent 
efforts  of  Travel,  fo  that  this  part  cannot  poffibiy 
move  out  of  the  place  Nature  has  put  it  in,  as  the 
Ancients  would  make  us  believe. 

It  is  not  only  mattered  by  the  abovefaid  Parts, 
but  a  great  number  of  Arteries,  Veins  and  Nerves, 
’  .  that 
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that  terminate  in  it,  ftand  alfo  inftead  of  Liga¬ 
ments,  and  the  Membranes  which  encompafs  and 
conftringe  it,  hinder  its  going  out  of  its  place. 

We  obierve  two  VefTels  that  ftand  lomewhatout 
from  the  reft  on  the  two  fides  of  the  Womb,  which 
Diodes  ftiled  the  Horns ,  becaule  they  bear  fome  re- 
iemblance  to  Horns  in  Beafts. 

The  Neck  of  the  Womb  is  one  of  the  moft  con- 
iiderable  Parts,  ’tis  the  Gate  of  Modefty,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  common  experience,  the  Sheath  of  a 
Man’s  Member.  It  is  naturally  winding  to  keep 
off  what  may  be  hurtful  to  the  Womb  from  a- 
broad,  and  alfo  to  give  greater  pleafure  to  a  Man 
when  he  careffes  his  Wife. 

Whenever  this  part  begins  to  feel  the  pleafure  of 
Love,  ’tis  put  in  fuch  an  agitation,  that  being  of 
a  nervous  fubftance,  and  full  of  folds,  it  widens 
and  ftreightens  as  occafion  requires. 

There  is  a  neceffity  for  a  Woman’s  having  Te¬ 
fticles  as  well  as  a  Man,  feeing  fhe  ought  to  con¬ 
tribute  fo  large  a  (hare  towards  Generation :  And 
I  admire  how  any  Phyficians  could  be  led  into  the 
Sentiments  of  Arijlotle  about  this  matter.  This 
Philofopher  was  of  Opinion,  that  the  Woman 
does  not  concur  in  Generation  by  yielding  of  Seed, 
and  that  fhe  contributes  nothing  but  Aliment  for 
the  nouriftiing  and  making  grow  what  fhe  con- 
ceiveth,  which  we  (hail  examine  more  at  large  in 
the  third  part  of  this  Book- 

But  ’tis  certain  that  Women  have  Tefticles,  fper- 
matick  Veflels  and  Seed,  becaufe  they  fometimes 
pollute  themfelves  ;  and  their  Tefticles,  which  are 
hollow  inftead  of  being  folid,  as  Men’s  are,  con¬ 
tain  feveral  fmall  Cellules ,  wherein  a  Humour  is 
kept,  that  fpnrts  up  in  the  Face  of  thole  that  cut 
them.  - 

Paracelfus  and  Amantus  a  Portiigneze ,  have  left  in 
Writing,  that  the  Womb  is  not  the  only  place, 
where  a  Child  may  be  formed.  They  put  a  Man’s 

Seeds 
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Seed,  with  fome  of  a  Woman’s  menftruous  Blood 
into  a  Viol,  afterwards  they  placed  this  Viol  into 
Dung  to  obferve  how  Nature  went  to  work  in  a 
breeding  Woman’s  Womb.  But  befides  that,  this 
feems  impious,  and  impoffible,  I  dare  not  pin  my 
Faith  upon  an  Impoftor,  and  a  Jew,  in  the  Expe¬ 
riment  they  propole. 

Yet  I  own  that  there  are  fome  Hiftories  that  men¬ 
tion  Childrens  being  formed  in  a  Woman’s  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  fpermatick  Veflels,  which  are  call’d  the 
Homs  of  the  Womb  *,  but  to  give  my  Opinion,  the 
firft  feems  altogether  impoffible,  becaufe  the  Sto¬ 
mach  performing  daily  Digeftion  of  Aliments,  it 
cannot  change  its  Aftion  into  that  of  the  Womb. 
The  other  appears  more  reafonable,  the  Horns  be¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  Womb,  and  having  all  what  is 
marked  for  Conception,  and  the  Nourilhment  of 
the  Foetus,  as  we  lhall  prove  it  in  another  place. 

The  Womb,  according  to  Plato,  is  an  Animal 
that  is  extraordinarily  moved  when  it  paffionately 
loves  or  hates  any  thing,  its  Inff  incf  is  furprizing, 
when  it  approaches  a  Man’s  Member  in  order  to 
draw  from  it  wherewith  to  moiflen,  and  procure 
it  ielf  Flea fu re. 

Its  principal  A£lion  is  Conception,  when  the 
Seeds  of  Man  and  Woman  joyn  together  in  its 
folds,  it  receives  them  as  a  good  Mother  ( Matrix ) 
according  to  her  Name  in  Latin.  It  fits  upon  the 
Seed  with  a  moderate  and  gentle  hear,  in  order  to 
prod uce,  in  due  time,  of  this  animated  Seed,  one 
of  the  fineft  Creatures  Nature  ever  attempted  ; 
which  we  lhall  more  particularly  examine  in  the 
third  Book.  The  Womb  has  alfo  other  Ufes,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  voiding  of  fuperliuous  Blood,  and 
difcharging  fuch  Impurities  as  may  prove  oftenfive 
to  Wromen :  It  is  not  to  be  imagin’d,  tho’  lome 
will  have  it  fo,  that  this  Blood  may  come  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  poifonous  Quality.  To  the  contrary,  ’tis 
commonly  pure  and  fine,  and  only  thro’  fuperflu- 

eufnefs 
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ou  finds  and  plenty,  caufes  thofe  monthly  Flowings 
from  the  Arteries  of  the  Womb. 


C  H  A  P.  ir. 

Of  the  Natural  Proportion  and  Defech^  of  the  Geni¬ 
tal  Parts  of  both  Sexes. 

IF  we  did  but  obferve  what  pafleth  every  day  in 
the  World  amongft  the  moft  perfed  Creatures, 
in  refpeff  to  Generation,  we  might  find  that  God, 
or,  (if  you  will)  Nature,  which  is  the  Univerfai 
Organ  of  his  Power,  has  given  to  every  Species 
different  Parts  to  perpetuate  themfelves.  As  alio 
that  fome  Parts  receive  others  when  they  Copulate. 
The  Genitals  of  Females  are  not  form’d  by  chance. 
The  Souls  of  Brutes,  and  Intelligences  in  Women, 
make  up  the  attire  of  the  privy  Parts  of  both 
Sexes,  by  the  order  of  Nature. 

The  Intelligence  (or  if  you  pleafe  to  fpeak  other- 
wile,)  the  Soul  created  by  God,  and  afterwards 
placed  in  the  little  Body  of  a  Chinefe. ,  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  China ,  to  make  ule  of  this  Example,  chufes 
in  the  Body  of  its  Mother,  after  Conception,  the 
moft  proportionable  matter  for  the  forming  of  fuch 
parrs,  as  muft  one  day  contribute  towards  Genera¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  occafion  for  a  Pattern,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  execute  the  defigns  of  Nature,  and  to 
keep  the  Meafures  and  Proportions,  which  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  figure  of  the  privy  Parts  of  the  Man 
that  is  to  be  born.  The  Intelligence  therefore  places 
thofe  parts  in  their  natural  fituation,  aud  makes  a 
ftrift  union  between  all  the  Compound,  in  order  to 
render  them  ferviceable  when  occafion  fhail  ferve. 

Another  Intelligence  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
former,  is  bufy  in  Fran,  to  chufe  a  Matter  in  the 
Woman’s  Intrails  that  has  conceived,  that  is  moft 
difpofed  for  the  forming  of  a  Girl,  it  a£ts  fo  well 

upon 
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Upon  this  occafion,  as  to  tender  the  Parts  proper 
to  be,  in  time,  a  place  where  a  Man  or  Woman 
may  be  engender’d. 

The  privy  Parts  of  thefe  two  Children  are  fo  juft, 
their  Overtures  lo  proportionable,  the  depth  lo  re¬ 
gulated,  their  diftance  lo  well  adjufted,  that  no¬ 
thing  remains  but  to  admire  the  Work  of  God  by 
the  Miniltry  of  thefe  two  Intelligences ;  for  altho’ 
they  are  diiiantfrom  one  another  half  the  terraque¬ 
ous  Globe,  yet  they  have  framed  the  privy  Parts  of 
both  Sexes  fo  exabtly,  that  when  thele  two  Parts 
fhali  be  in  a  condition  to  joyri  amorouily,  nothing 
can  hinder  their  Copulation.  They’ll  fit  lb  well  as 
if  they  were  Caft  in  a  Mould,  confidering  the  pro¬ 
portion  they  bear  to  each  other.  But  if  thefe  In¬ 
telligences  want  Matter  for  the  forming  of  the 
privy  Parts  of  either  Sex  ;  or  if  the  Matter  is  too 
copious,  inflexible,  or  of  fome  rebellious  Qualities 
and  Figures.  If  the  Figure  of  the  Mother’s  Seed 
is  hurt,  or  its  Temper  inordinate,  then  there  is  no 
probability  that  thefe  Intelligences  lhould  fucceed, 
in  falhioning  the  Parts  to  perpetuate  the  Species. 

I  can  neither  blame  Nature,  nor  the  Intelligen¬ 
ces,  for  committing  thele  Errors  5  they  never  do 
any  thing  that  is  defective  of  their  own  accord,  e- 
ipecially  when  they  aim  at  Generation,  and  Prefer- 
vation  of  Mankind. 

Such  Defeats  and  Infirmities  happen  not  only  to 
Children  in  their  Mother’s  Womb,  but  alfo  after 
they  are  brought  into  the  World,  as  we  lhall  have 
occafion  to  fay  in  the  following  Articles. 

ART.  I. 

Of  the  Proportion  of  a  Man's,  and  a  Woman's  Secret 
Parts ,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature. 

ALtho’  we  are  loath  to  expofe  the  Myfteries  of 
Love  to  the  Eyes  of  the  World,  yet  ’ti$  com¬ 
monly  known  what  paffes  in  Wedlock,  and  People 

would 
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would  ftill  be  better  fatisfy’d  to  have  a  more  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  thereof.  If  on  one  hand  Sin  has 
tacked  Shame  to  this  Knowledge,  to  make  ufe  of 
St.  Aujiins  Thought  *  on  the  other  hand,  Nature 
hath  plac’d  nothing  there  but  what  is  delightful 
and  pretty. 

Nature  never  made  any  thing  undefignedly,  it 
having  eftablifh’d  Laws  for  all  the  Parts  we  are 
compos’d  of.  Thole  call’d  the  Amarous  Parts ,  have 
commonly  their  Dimenfion  both  in  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men.  The  Man’s  Member,  according  to  the  fame 
Laws,  ought  not,  generally  fpeaking,  to  be  above 
6  or  7  Inches  in  length,  and  5  or  4  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  which  is  the  jult  meafure  Nature  has  kept  in 
forming  that  Part  in  molt  Men.  If  the  Virge  is 
longer  and  bigger  ’tis  too  unweildy,  for  which  rea- 
fon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southern  Countries  are 
not  fo  proper  for  Generarion  as  we. 

The  Paflage  of  a  Woman’s  privy  Parts  is  com¬ 
monly  6  or  7  Inches  deep,  the  intertour  Circumfe¬ 
rence  has  no  determin’d  meafure  ;  for  by  an  admi¬ 
rable  ftru&ure  this  Part  proportions  fo  well  with 
a  Man’s  Virge,  that  it  becomes  wider  and  {freighter 
'  according  fo  the  Inftruments  that  touch  it. 


ART.  II. 


Of  the  ImperfeHions  of  a  Man's  Genital  Parts. 

* 

Afuifts  and  Lawyers  treat  of  this  fort  of  bufinefs 


Vi  as  well  as  Phyficians,  but  after  a  different  man¬ 
ner.  The  fir  ft  think  themfelves  obliged  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  thefe  things  for  the  good  of  People’s  Souls, 
by  refufing  Marriage  tofuchasthey  judge  incapa¬ 
ble,  and  feparating,  for  fome  time,  Husband  and 
Wife,  that  may  be  indifpofed  for  Matrimony, 
through  fome  Infirmities  of  the  Genitals. 

Lawyers  find  themfelves  induced  to  ventilate 
thefe  Queltions  for  the  Intereft  of  Juftice,  and  the 
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good  of  the  Publick :  That  they  may  know  the  rea* 
fon  of  the  diflolution  of  Marriages*  the  better  to 
teftify  this  Abufe.  But  becaufe  this  Subject  is  but 
indifferently  handled  by  the  one  and  the  other,  I’ll 
endeavour  to  give  fome  light  into  the  Difficulties 
that  depend  thereon,  that  they  may, dor  the  future, 
judge  more  exa&ly  of  fuch  Differences,  as  fhall 
fall  under  ,  their  hands,  either  as  Judges  or,  Arbi¬ 
trators. 

When  the  Man’s  Genitals  cannot  unite  with  the 
Woman’s,  People  commonly  accufe  the  Infii mi- 
ties  of  one,  or  the  other  Sex :  But  for  the  better 
comprehending  how  thef’e  Infirmities  happen,  we 
mud  imagine,  that  the  Intelligence  which  is  ordered 
to  form  the  Body  of  a  Boy  in.theMother’s  Womb, 
not  finding  always  Matter  enough  to  frame  the  Ge¬ 
nitals,  is  obliged  to  render  the  fame  Parts  Def  eSlive* 
and  becaufe  the  vital  Parts  are  more  necefiary  than 
thole  which  contribute  towards  the  Propagation 
of  the  Species ,  the  Intelligence  fometimes  employs 
all  the  Matter  deftined  to  form  the  privy  Parts  for 
the  more  neceflary  ones $  and  for  this  Rea  fon  the 
privy  Parts  happen  to  be  very  fmall  in  time,  the 
Matter  being  managed  for  other  Purposes.  This 
gave  occafion  to  an  Obfervation  of  Platerus ,  who 
Remarks,  that  a  certain  Man  had  only  a  Gians  co¬ 
ver’d  with  a  Prepuce ,  inftead  of  the  whole  Mem¬ 
ber.  The  Defeats  of  the  privy  Parts,  as  well  a- 
others,  are  not  always  Natural,  and  the  Gentle¬ 
man,  mention’d  by  Paul  Zacbias ,  would  never 
have  got  Children,  if  he  had  wanted  half  his  Yard 
from  his  coming  into  the  World. 

Mortification  of  the  Flefh,  and  Chaftity,  are 

Powerful  Caufes  of  the  diminution  in  tbofe  Parts. 

'he  Example  of  St.  Martin  convinces  us  of  this 
truth.  He  Macerated  his  Body  by  unheard  Aufte- 
rities  to  that  Degree^  and  itood  up  fo  zealoufly  a- 
gainft  the  Libertines  of  his  Age,  that  after  his 
Death  if  we  believe  Sulpicm ,  his  Yard  was  fo  Di- 
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minilhed,  that  ’twould  hardly  have  been  found,  if 
its  fituation  had  not  been  known. 

Too  long,  or  too  big  Members,  are  neither  pro¬ 
per  for  Copulation,  nor  Generation,  lb  that  for 
conveniency  a  Man’s  part  ought  to  be  middle  fized, 
and  the  Woman’s  proportionable,  in  order  to  a 
ftrifter  Union,  and  to  receive  more  agreeable  tou¬ 
ches  in  all  Parts, 

The  only  caule  of  the  too  great  length  and  big- 
nels  of  Members,  is  fuperfluoufnels  of  Matter  the 
firft  Weeks  of  Conception :  For  the  Intelligence  that 
takes  care  to  form  this  Part  as  well  as  others,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  lo  much  Matter  after  the 
principal  Parts  are  form’d,  employs  it  to  make  a 
long  and  lufiy  Virge. 

Admitting  it  true  what  Pbyjiognomijls  lay,  viz. 
That  Men  with  big  Noles  have  alfo  ftout  Members, 
as  alfo  that  they  are  more  Robuft  and  Couragious 
than  others,  we  have  no  realon  to  wonder  at  Meli- 
cgabaluis  (whom  Nature  had  favour’d  with  lwin- 
ging  Parts,  as  Lampridim  Reports)  making  choice  of 
big  nofed  Soldiers,  that  he  might  be  able  to  under- 
take  great  Expeditions  with  finall  Numbers,  and 
oppofe  his  Enemy  with  great  Vigour.  But  at  the 
lame  time  he  did  not  take  notice,  that  well  hung 
Men  are  the  greateft  Blockheads,  and  the  molt  ftu- 
pid  of  Mankind. 

Little  Men  have  often  a  bigger  Member  than  o- 
thers  -,  nay,  lome  Sparks  formerly  had  Virges  of 
liich  a  length,  if  we  may  credit  Martial ,  that  they 
could  even  fmell  to  them.  And  I  cannot  tell  but 
this  Poet  may  imitate  Clodius ,  who  debauch’d  Tom* 
peia  C&fcr' s  Wife,  in  the  Temple  of  the  Goddels 
Bona ;  for  he,  according  to  Hiftory,  had  one  as 
long  as  two  of  the  longeft  put  together. 

'Tis  doubted  whether  the  Seed  is  prolififck,  that 
palTes  thro’  a  long  Yard,  Galen  after  Ariftotle  ftarts 
this  Qu  eft  ion,  They  both  lay,  that  the  Spirits  of 
the  Seed  diffipating,  by  the  length  of  its  paffage, 
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she  Seed  cannot  afterwards  be  fit  for  Frodu£Hon° 
But  feveral  Phyficians,  and  amongft  others  the 
learned  Hucher  is  of  another  Opinion.  For  the  Seed 
bearing  dire&ly  down  into  the  Womb,  without  re¬ 
ceiving  any  alterations  from  the  Airor  any  foreign 
Caufes,  it  has  all  neceflary  Dilpofitions  for  Gene¬ 
ration:  and  what  this  iaft  Phyfician  relates  concern* 
ing  this  matter,  evinces  that  he  is  in  the  Right. 

Unlefs  the  genital  Parts  of  both  Sexes  are  well 
proportion’d,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  there  is 
no  probability  of  their  joining  ftri&ly  with  one 
another.  But  if  the  lame  Man  joins  after¬ 
wards  with  a  widow  Woman,  he  meets  with  Plea* 
fure,  inftead  of  complaint  of  pain  he  might  caule 
to  the  firft,  by  reafon  of  the  difproportion  of  their 
Parts }  inlomuch  that  we  may  allow  to  be  true, 
what  the  Author  of  Remedies  againfl  Love  has  lefc 
us  ip  Writing,  viz.  That  if  we  love  Perfons  whole 
Inclinations  are  anfwerable  to  ours,  and  whofe  Parts 
are  proportionable,  our  Flame  is  happy,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  Plea  fure,  and  Tendernefs,  is  the  confe* 
quence  of  our  lawful  Love. 

Indeed  the  two  Women,  mention’d  by  Phterus , 
would  never  have  complain’d  in  Court,  had  they 
been  able  to  fuffer  their  Husbands  ,  nor  would  the 
Judges  have  pronounced,  with  common  Confent, 
that  their  Marriage  Ihould  be  Invalid,  enjoining  the 
Women  to  enter  into  aMonaftick  Life,and  permitting 
the  Men  to  marry  again,  had  they  not  been  latisfi- 
ed  of  the  Truth.  For  the  next  Wives  thefe  Men 
were  married  to,  were  better  pleas’d  than  to  make 
complaint  of  their  Husband’s  Members. 

I  do  not  here  fpeak  of  the  prodigious  bignels  of 
fome  Men’s  Virges,  we  know  they  are  not  defign’d 
for  Wedlock,  and  ’twould  have  been  manifeft  ln- 
juftfce  to  have  remarried  the  Man  fpoken  of  by  Fa- 

bricius  Hilianus ,  who  had  one  as  big  as  a  new  born 
Child. 

Bignels  and  fmallnefs  are  not  the  only  Faults, 
^  C  2  the 
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the  Yard  is  alto  defective  when  of  a  little  Figure* 
or  when  ail  the  little  parts  it  is  compofed  of  are 
not  in  their  right  Places.  For  Marriage  being  in- 
ftituted  amongft  Chriftians  in  order  to  have  Chil¬ 
dren,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  if  the  Man’s  Genitals 
be  lb  ill  figured,  as  not  to  be  able  to  confummate 
the  Marriage,  and  withal,  if  this  Infirmity  be  in¬ 
curable,  but  that  fuch  a  Marriage  ought  to  be  de¬ 
clared  Invalid. 

In  fine,  there  are  fo  many  other  Infirmities  that 
deprive  the  Man’sMember  of  its  ordinary  Function, 
that  ’twould  require  a  particular  Difcourfe  to  de¬ 
fer  i  be  them  all.  To  be  Brief,  one  cannot  agreeably 
enjoy  a  Woman,  if  one  hath  been  rough  handled 
by  a  virulent  Gononh&a,  or  a  Nodus  Virulent  us,  if 
the  privy  Parts  are  afflicted  with  Scabs,  Ulcers  or 
Scars,  if  the  Prepuce  be  exceffive  big,  if  the  Yard 
be  bridled  by  the  filament  of  the  Gians ,  or  laftly, 
if  we  are  afflicted  with  any  Diftempers  that  hinder 
Car  effing-,  all  which  have  often  caufed  Diffolution 
of  Marriages,  as  fhall  be  examin’d  in  the  Sequel. 

ART.  III. 

Of  the  ImperfeBions  of  a  Woman's  privy  Parts , 

I  Am  perfwaded  that  Women  are  not  fo  hot  a$ 
Men,  as  allb  that  they  are  fubjeCt  to  more  Infir¬ 
mities.  Barrenriels,  which  is  the  rnoft  confiderable, 
proceeds  fooner  from  the  Wife  than  the  Husband  ; 
for,  if  the  lealt  part  (hould  be  wanting  of  that  infi¬ 
nite  Number  that  is  conftitutive  of  the  Genitals, 
Generation  cannot  be  accomplilh’d,  and  a  Woman 
theft  has  fuch  an  Imperfe&ion,  can  never  hope  to 
obtain  the  glorious  and  fweet  Tide  of  a  Mother. 

.  I  have  no  thoughts  to  fpeak  of  all  the  Parts  that 
concur  within  the  formation  of  Children  on  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  fide,  I  have  faid  enough  in  the  preceeding 
Chapter.  My  deiign  at  preknt,  is  only  to  difeo- 

ver 


) 


(  *  s  ) 

ver  fuch  Infirmities  of  the  privy  Parts  as  may  hin¬ 
der  Copulation,  and  that  may  be  Cured. 

I  do  not  at  all  wonder"  that  the  Pbenicians ,  as  St. 
Jtbanafm  Reports,  obliged  their  Daughters,  by  fe- 
vere  Laws,  to  undergo  Defloration  by  their  Slaves 
before  they  were  Married ;  nor  that 'the  Armenians ; 
according  to  Strabo,  Sacrificed  their  Daughters,  in 
the  Temple  of  the  Goddefs  Anaitis  to  be  Deflow¬ 
ered,  in  order  to  find  more  advantageous  Matches, 
fuitable  to  their  Rank  and  Condition.  For  ’tis  not 
to  be  exprefs’d,  what  pain  and  faintnefs  a  Man  fuf- 
fers  in  the  firft  Adventure,  at  leaft  if  the  Maid  be 
(freight.  The  confequence  of  fuch  Embraces  is  ra¬ 
ther  Grief  and  Hatred,  than  Love  and  ComplaC 
fancej  nay,  ’tis  often  one  of  the  chief  Motives  of 
diflolution  of  Marriages.  Tis  by  far  more  agreea¬ 
ble  to  kifs  a  Woman  that  is  accultom’d  to  the  plea- 
fures  of  Love,  than  to  ca refs  one  that  never  knew  a 
Man  before  •,  for  as  a  Lockfmitb ,  when  he  firft  brings 
a  new  Lock  to  us,  is  defir’d  to  move  the  Springs, 
that  we  may  avoid  the  Trouble  we  (hould  meet 
with  in  the  firft  turnings  of  it,  fo  likewife,  the 
People  mention’d  but  now  were  in  the  right  to  enaft 
fuch  Laws. 

Joan  d'Arc,  commonly  La  Pucefte  d'Orleavs,  was 
one  of  thefe  (freight  Maids,  had  (he  proftituted 
her  Honour,  as  the  Enemies  of  her  Vertue  and  Bra¬ 
very  publiih  this  very  Day,  William  de  Can  da,  and 
William  de  Jardins,  Doctors  of  Phylick,  who  vifi- 
ted  her  in  the  Prifon  of  Rouan ,  by  order  of  the  En¬ 
glish  Cardinal,  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  declar’d  her  to  befo  (freight,  as  to  be  hard¬ 
ly  able  to  admit  of  a  Man’s  Company. 

It  is  no  great  fault  in  a  young  Woman  to  have  a 
(freight  Vagina,  or  Inlet,  unlefs  it  is  to  that  pals  as 
to  hinder  Generation,  and  Copulation  too.  The 
large  ones  are  more  Univerfal,  but  the  wide  ones 
ought  not  always  to  bear  the  Blame 5  for  in  feme  it 
may  be  naturally  as  wide,  as  in  thofe  that  have  had 
Children.  C  3  Though 
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Though  this  laft  Faultinefs  doth  not  hinder  Co¬ 
pulation,  yet  few  wide  Women  Conceive,  becaufe 
they  cannot  keep  the  Liqfior  long  enough,  which 
the  Man  with  pleafure  Communicates  to  them. 

The  pals  is  naturally  a  little  Winding,  and  doth 
not  redrefs  it  leif  till  it  comes  to  the  Point  of  an 
amorous  Conjun&ion.  :Tis  but  Juftice  that  Nature 
Ihould  ftiffen  it,  feeing  it  ltiffens  the  Genitals  of 
Man,  to  favour  the  joining  one  another,  and  Faci- 
clitating  of  Generation. 

Yet  when  this'  paffage  is  dry’d  and  hardned,  ’tis 
not  in  Love’s  power  to  mend  it,  neither  has  the  fancy 
lirength  enough  to  foften  it,  and  the  Spirits  grow 
Blunt,  and  loofe  their  Vigour,  when  working  up¬ 
on  hardnels*,  lo  that  nothing  but  thofe  fweet  and 
benign  Humours  that  Nature  lends  Monthly  to  this 
Place,  can  foften  and  redrefs  thele  hardned  Parts. 

.  We  fhould  not  meet  with  fo  many  Diforders  as 
are  obferyable  amongft  Married  People  in  France^  if 
Viators  Rules  for  a  well  ordered  Republick  were  fol¬ 
low’d.  They  marry  Blindfold,  without  confidering 
beforehand  if  they  are  capable  of  Generation.  Did 
they  examine  one  another  itark  naked  before  Marry¬ 
ing,  according  to  the  Laws  of  this  Philolopher,  or 
elfe  appoint  Perfons  for  that  purpofe,  I  am  fure  a 
great  many  People  would  be  ealier  than  they  are; 
and  Hcnnmerherge  would  never  have  been  Divorc’d 
from  Tbeodorick  had  thele  Laws  been  in  force. 

No  body  can  guefs  by  viewing  the  outfide  of  a 
pretty  and  well  lhap’d  Woman,  whether  (he  has  any 
Infirmities  that  may  hinder  Copulation.  But  when 
the  Husband  goes  about  to  execute  the  Orders  he 

receiv’d  in  being  Married,  he  meets 

Crefcite  &  with  Oblfacles,  the  Hymen  of  Carun- 

Muit.  cles,  joining  clofely  together,  and  fil¬ 
ling  up  the  middle  fpace  of  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Privy  Parts,  fruftrate  his  Lfforts.  Let  him 
pulh  till  he  is  all  in  a  Flame,  thefe  Obftacles  will 
not  give  way  to  force,  even  if  he  were  as  vigorous 
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as  all  the  Scholars  of  the  Phyfician  Aquapendens. 
Women  that  are  clos’d  up,  and  live  after  15  or  *8 
Years,  are  not  all  entirely  lb ;  they  have  a  little  hole, 
or  feveral  together,  for  the  paffage  of  the  Terms, 
and  fometimes  to  give  entrance  to  a  Man’s  Seed,  al- 
tho’  fuch  Women  are  not  fit  for  Copulation,  yet 
they  may  fometimes  Conceive  •,  and  after  this  man¬ 
ner  engendered  Cornelia,  the  Mother  of  the  Gracbi , 
who  was  obliged  to  undergo  Incifion  before  fhe  could 
be  brought  to  Bed. 

Child-bearing  is  often  accompanied  with  fuch  dif- 
mal  Accidents,  that  the  Women  are  torn  after  a  fur- 
prizing  rate,  I  have  feen  fuch  as  have  had  both 
holes  in  one.  The  Parts  being  thus  Torn,  and  after¬ 
wards  by  Nature,  put  in  their  proper  Places,  there 
js  fuch  a  quantity  of  Humours  lent  thither,  that 
there  is  more  Flefh  generated  than  was  before,  in* 
fomuch  that  the  Slit  is  more  ftopt  up,  and  when 
fuch  Women  are  afterwards  in  a  capacity  to  em¬ 
brace  their  Husbands,  they  are  amaz’d  at  their  not 
being  fo  wide  as  before. 

Pocky  Ulcers  happening  to  the  genital  parts  of 
Women,  caufe  the  lame  effects  *  they  glue  the  Fielh, 
when  they  heal  on  both  tides  to  that  Degree,  that 
nothing  remains  but  a  little  hole,  which  ferves  from 
time  to  time  for  voiding  the  Excrements.  The  Life 
is  in  danger,  if  you  go  to  cut  and  enlarge  the  paffage, 
Beninenius  would  not  hear  the  Woman  that  ask’d 
his  advice  in  fuch  like  Cafe,  this  Phyfician  chufing 
rather  to  let  her  continue  in  her  Illnefs,  than  to  run 
the  hazzard  of  fo  many  Accidents  as  may  happen 
in  thefe  Circumftances. 

There  are  fo  many  Infirmities  incident  to  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  privy  Parts  that  hinder  the  Confummation  of 
Marriage,  and  confequently  Generation,  that 
’cwould  require  a  Book  on  purpofe  to  fpeak  of  them 
feverally.  It  fhall  fuffice  here  to  add  to  what  I  have 
laid  above,  that  fometimes  there  are  Excrefciencies 
©f  Fielh  in  the.  lower  part  of  the  Womb  by  which 
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Copulation  is  Fruftrated ;  alfo  that  the  Clitoris ,  m 
feme,  fwejjs  to  fuch  a  bignefs  as  to  prevent  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Yard;  and  laltly,  that  the  Labia  arq 
fome  times  fo  long  and  flouting,  that  there  is  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  cutting  them  in  Maids  before  they  Marry. 

CHAP.  III. 

Of  means  that  cor  yell  the  ImperfeSions  of  the  fecret 

Parts  of  either  Sex. 

H;  Ad  I  not  obferved  the  Errors  committed  by  Ca-* 
fuiftsand  Lawyers,  when  they  fpeak  of  DifTo- 
lution  of  Marriages ,  I  fliould  have  contented  my  felf 
with  the  foregoing  Chapter,  and  not  taken  the  trou¬ 
ble  to  obferve  in  this,  which  is  but  a  Sequel  of  the 
former,  fuch  Remedies  as  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
privy  Parts  of  Men  and  Women,  that  are  often 
afflicted  with  Diftempers  judged  Incurable. 

Tis  fuch  Diftempers  as  hinder  rnptual  Carefles, 
and  thofe  reciprocal  Liberties  allowed  in  Wedlock. 

I  (hall  here  fpeak  of  Diftempers  that  affliCt  the 

outhde  of  the  privy  Parts  of  either  Sex,«and  only  ex¬ 

amine  thofe  that  are  Curable,  defigning  to  difcourle 
in  another.Place  of  incurable  ones,  which  caufe  the 
Impotence  of  Men,  and  Sterility  of  Women,  and 

promote  Divorces  amongft  married  Perfons. 

ART.  I. 

& 

Of  Curable  Dijlempers  that  happen  to  a  Man ’s  Member. 

I  '  1  •  .  1  A-  b  1  V  1  l  ,  .  V 

MAtrimoriy  being  inftituted  to  have  Children 
there  is  realon  to  believe,  thar  if  the  Genital 
Parts  of  either  Sex  are  not  in  a  Capacity  to  admit 
a  ftriCt  Conjunction,  thedefign  of  the  Holy  Church 
in  conferring  this  Sacrament,  will,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  be  fr  ultra  red. 

The  Conjunction  of  Male  and  Female  ought  to 
Exceed  Generation :  Copulation  failing  thro* I * * * 5 &  n?~ 

:  '  ■'  tural 
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tural  Infirmities,  or  fome  unthought  of  Accidents, 
?tis  in  vain  to  hope  for  Child  ren,  becaule  one  is  a 
conlequence  of  the  other. 

To  explain  my  felf  more  dearly,  Til  fay  that  a 
young  Woman  will  make  a  loud  Complaint  in 
Court,  of  the  length  of  her  Husband’s  Yard,  the 
very  approach  whereof,  puts  her  to  cruel  torment. 
Indeed,  the  pain  Ihe  fuffers  in  being  touch’d  by  ir, 
makes  her  lofe  her  Senfes,  and  quite  ftupifies  her, 
the  Man  tearing  her  Nymph &,  murdering  the  Carun¬ 
cles,  fplitting  the  Paflage,  and  forcing  down  to  the 
very  bottom  of  the  Womb.,  From  which  Ahtion 
enfues  a  great  effufion  of  Blood,  Loolenels,  and 
other  inconyeniencies,  that  Ihe  is  expos’d  to,  after 
having  been  carefs’d  in  fuch  a  manner. 

Yet  this  is  not  without  a  Remedy  ^  for  cut  a 
hole  in  the  middle  of  a  piece  of  Cork,  one  or  two 
Inches  deep,  according  to  the  exceffive  length  of 
the  Yard,  and  afterwards  trim  the  Cork  with  Cot¬ 
ton  on  both  fides,  wrapt  up  in  fine  Linnen  and 
quilted,  and  faftned  to  Strings  on  each  lide,  and 
when  Love  makes  its  Flames  known,  let  the  Mem¬ 
ber  pals  thro’  the  hole  of  this  Bolder,  and  tye  the 
Strings  to  each  Thigh  to  keep  it  on,  and  new  Flea- 
lures  may  be  enjoy’d  by  the  contrivance  of  this  Ar¬ 
tifice.  The  Damlel  lhall  no  more  fhun  the  Caraf 
les  of  her  Husband,  nor  refule  his  amorous  Em¬ 
braces.  She  muft  take  care  to  have  two,  if  one 
Ihould  chance  to  be  forgotten,  or  elle  neceffity  muft 
make  her  find  it  agreeable  to  put  her  hand  to  ir, 
by  which  means  flie’ll  avoid  the  pain  Ihe  felt  at 
alfo  the  defpair  of  having  Children  for  the 
time  to  come. 

The  bignels  of  a  Man’s  Vhge  is  not  fo  trouble- 
fome  as  its  exceffive  length-,  it  only  enlarging. the 
Parts,  which  being  membranous  and  fielhy,  widen 
eafily  at  pleafure  j  Nature  having  made  them  for 
that  purpofe.  Few  Women  now  a-days  complain 
of  the  bignefs  of  their  Husband’s  Members,  provi- 
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ded  a  Woman  be  middle-fiz’d,  has  good  Haunches,, 
and  no  faultinefs  in  her  Secret  Parts  *  I  cannpt  fee 
how  any  ill  Accidents  can  be  fear’d  from  her  being 
ferv’d  with  a  lufty  Tarfus  the  Nuptial  Night.  If 
the  Parts  be  too  ftrait,  they  may  be  dilated  by  pro¬ 
per  Remedies,  or  elfe  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  di- 
minifh  the  exceffive  Bignels  of  the  Man’s  Member, 
by  means  of  cold  and  aftringent  Cataplafms.  But 
I  Ihould  apprehend  this  fort  of  Remedies  to  be  de- 
ftruftive  to  the  Seed  5  inlomuch  that  ’tis  better  to 
widen  the  Vagina ,  than  to  fiddle  away  a  great  deal 
of  Time  in  diminifhing  the  bignels  of  the  Yard. 

I  told  you  before  I  Ihould  not  here  Ipeak  of  in¬ 
curable  Diftempers,  nor  of  the  exceffive  bignels  of 
the  Member,  that  may  be  caufed  by  fome  Diftem- 
per.  I  know  that  no  Body  is  at  fuch  time  difpo- 
fed  either  to  pleafe  a  Wife,  or  to  engender.  Nor 
can  I  believe  that  Peter  Petrod  Farrier ,  of  the  Vil¬ 
lage  Crefciat  in  Swijferhnd ,  had  a  mind  at  40 
Years  of  Age  to  join  amoroully  with  his  Wife,  his 
Yard  being  then  as  big  as  a  new-born  Infant.  For, 
according  to  the  report  of  Fabricitts  Hildamis ,  he 
had  a  great  Mals  of  unequal  Flelh,  livid,  and  loft 
as  a  Mulhroom,  between  his  Thighs,  which  this 
German  Doctor  cut  off.  He  was  lo  far  from  dying 
by  this  Operation,  that  he  grew  better  upon  it,  and 
had  from  time  to  time  fome  Motions  of  Concu- 

E licence  when  lying  by  his  Wife’s  fide  *  but,  to 
is  own  misfortune,  wanted  Parts  to  execute  thofe 
fecret  Orders  of  Nature. 

When  the  Filament  which  ties  the  Prepuce  under¬ 
neath  to  the  Glam,  reaches  to  the  Urinary  palfage, 
the  Member  bends  in  Handing,  becaufe  the  Head 
being  pull’d  down,  the  Yard  is  conftrain’d  to  af- 
fume  the  Figure  of  a  Bow.  A  Man  thus  diforder’d, 
pretending  to  (hew  due  Benevolence,  increafes  his 
pain,  by  the  Yard’s  bending  more  than  before.  Yet 
the  extream  Paffion  of  Love,  makes  fome  forget 
the  Pain  5  for  example,  the  Lutheran  Minifter, 
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mention’d  by  Hoftnan ,  who  generoufly  dHdatninS 
it,  had  feverai  Children  by  his  Wife  in  fpight 
this  Inconveniency, 

The  remedying  of  this  is  not  in  the  leaft  difficult, 
only  give  a  cut  with  a  pair  of  Sciffors  to  the  String 
which  keeps  the  Gians  out  of  its  Byais,  to  hinder 
the  Prepuce  from  joining  any  more  with  the  Gians . 
To  cure  fpeedily  the  pain  that  may  be  cauied  by 
the  Operation,  put  in  the  Wound  a  piece  of  Lin- 
nen  dipt  in  the  White  of  an  Egg  well  beaten,  and 
continue  this  Medicine  for  feme  days  to  give  time 
to  Nature  to  cicatrize  it. 

The  Italian  Matrons  have  an  ugly  Cuftom  in  this 
refpett.  They  fuffer  the  Nail  of  the  Right-hand 
Thumb  to  grow,  and  when  they  perceive  the  Fila¬ 
ment  of  the  Tongue,  or  Gians,  in  little  Children, 
they  cut  it  with  their  Nail,  and  thus  break  what 
keeps  the  Parts  confin’d.  But  to  tell  my  Opinion, 
this  fort  of  Tearings  cannot  but  caule  Inflammati¬ 
ons,  which  may  after  terminate  in  Death. 

There  is  another  reafon  for  the  crookednefs  of 
the  Member  viz.  when  the  Prepuce  is  fo  joined  to 
the  Gians  either  naturally,  or  by  neglefted  Ulcers, 
that  there  is  no  carefling  one’s  Wife  without  feeling 
moft  exquifite  pain.  Our  Phyficians  that  have  not 
thought  it  unbecoming  their  Station,  to  contribute 
with  their  own  hands  to  People’s  Health,  pretend 
that  this  Diftemper  may  be  cur’d,  if  due  Care  and 
Application  is  ufed-,  but  they  differ,  in  Opinion, 
about  the  Operation.  Some  think  there  muft  be 
more  of  the  Prepuce  than  the  Gians  cut  *  becaufe 
the  Prepuce  being  a  Skin  that  cannot  bleed  much, 
nor  caufeany  confiderable  Inflammation,  as  is  daily 
obferv’d  in  the  Circumcifion  of  the  jews,  the  Ope¬ 
ration  muft  by  confequence  be  eafier,  and  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous.  Others,  to  the  contrary,  will  have  more 
of  the  Gians  than  the  Prepuce  cut  5  becaufe,  fay 
they,  ’tis  fooner  cicatriz’d,  and  the  Patient  after¬ 
wards  better  difpos’d  to  get  Children  $  and ’tis  alfo 
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feecoming,  and  decent,  to  have  the  Gians  cover’d. 
But,  for  my  pair,  I  think  it  beft  to  keep  the  mid¬ 
dle  way  between  both  thefe  Opinions  ;  and  if  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  muft  be  favour’d,  it  mutt  be  the 
firft. 

After  the  Operation  is  over,  and  the  Glam  un¬ 
cover’d,  as  much  as  is  requir’d,  put,  as  I  faid  be¬ 
fore,  between  both,  a  piece  of  Linnen  dipt  in  the 
White  of  an  Egg  well  beaten,  or  in  fome  other  Di- 
geftive  that  the  Surgeon  fhall  ccmpofe,  according 
to  the  indication  of  the  diftemper’d  Part,  of  the 
Pain,  and  other  Accidents,  which  are  always  to  be 
eonfider’d  in  the  application  of  Remedies.  We 
meet  with  an  Obfervation  in  Fabricius  Hildamtst 
of  a  Young  Man  of  20  Years  of  Age,  that  is  fui- 
table  to  our  purpofe  :  Being  married  to  a  young 
Maid,  he  found  himfelf  impotent  the  very  Nup¬ 
tial  Night,  by  reafon  of  this  Infirmity.  This  learn¬ 
ed  Phyfician  perform’d  himfelf  the  Operation  upon 
him,  and  the  young  Man  being  cured,  fatisfy’d  his 
Wife  fb  well,  that  fhe  never  complain’d  of  the 
Impotency  of  her  Husband.  \ 

We  meetftill  with  a  third  Caufe  of  the  crooked- 
nefs  of  the  Member,  when  it  Rands.  After  the 
Gomplaifance  a  Man  has  had  for  an  infamous  Cour- 
tizana ,  by  keeping  himfelf  a  pretty  while  in  a 
condition  to  latisfy  his  enormous  Luft,  there  hap¬ 
pens  fometimes  to  one  of  the  fides  of  the  Yard, 
that  which  we  call  a  Nodus ,  which  is  nothing  but 
a  hardnefs,  commonly  as  big  as  a  Bean  plac’d  on 
the  Nerves  of  this  part.  There  is  but  an  obfcure 
pain  felt  when  you  prefs  this  hardnefs  clumfily,  but 
when  the  Yard  flands,  the  pain  is  infufterable,  by 
the  (training  and  bending  the  Yard  undergoes  in 
this  crooked  pofture,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  Nature. 

Some  have  pretended  to  cure  this  Infirmity,  by 
ioftning  thehajdnels  that  caufes.  it  5  but  they  have 
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put  their  Patients  in  defpair  of  a  Cure,  not  fore* 
feeing,  that  emollient  Medicines  apply’d  encreale 
the  Evil,  by  opening  of  the  nervous  parrs  of  the 
Yard,  and  receiving  more  vaporous  Spirits  than 
before:  For  in  moiftening  of  the  Nodns,  the  porous 
Ligaments  are  alfo  widen’d  in  manner  of  an  Anm- 
rifma^  or  fwell’d  Vein,  fo  that  thefe  means  rather 
increafe  than  cure  the  Diftemper. 

Experience  teaches  us  to  proceed  after  a  quite 
different  manner,  and  aftringent  Medicines  are 
known  to  perform  the  Cure  alone :  That  dipping 
Pledgits,  or  Lint,  in  fuch  Competitions,  and  ap¬ 
plying  them  luke  warm,  the  Nodus  will  foon  cure. 

James  Houllier  teaches  us  an  ingenious  way  to 
give  the  proper  and  natural  Figure  to  a  crooked 
Yard.  He  tells  us,  that  a  Man  that  was  impotent 
for  this  very  reafon,  was  perfeftly  cur’d  after  put¬ 
ting  his  Yard  in  a  leaden  Mould  proportionate  in 
bignefs,  and  keeping  it  dole  in  it  for  fome  conside¬ 
rable  time.  A  Man’s  Yard  is  foft  and  flaggy  for 
feveral  reafons,  that  hinder  the  Aftion  Nature 
formed  it  for.  If  too  young  or  too  Old,  the 
Member  will  not  Hand,  and  when  it  happens  o- 
therways,  the  ftiffneft  is  without  effed,  and  no 
.  advantagious  Confequences  can  be  drawn  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Species.  The  vapourous  Spi¬ 
rits  are  the  caule  of  it*;  and  ’tis  rare  to  meet  with 
piolifick  Seed  in  thofe  two  Ages. 

Otherways,  if  one  is  ill,  or  but  lately  recover’d 
from  fome  acute  Diftemper,  or  if  the  Yard  is  dif- 
. compos’d  in  any  of  its  Parts,  there  is  no  probabi¬ 
lity  of  its  affing,  before  proper  Remedies  are  ap¬ 
ply’d.  As  alfo,  when  Medicines  have  been  in¬ 
wardly  taken,  or  outwardly  apply’d,  to  extinguifh 
the  flames  of  Luft,  and  vanquifh  the  Incitements 
of  the  FJefh,  as  we  (hall  eliewhere  obferve  j  the 
privy  Parts  are  too  flaggy  and  lank,  and  notable 
to  contribute  to  Generation.  In  fine,  if  one  is  ex- 
haufted,  or  bewitch’d  as  ’tis  laid,  all  the  Genital 
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Parts  languifli  and  will  not  permit  to  Copulate 
with  a  Woman.  \ 

We  fhall  only  examine  at  prelent,  the  Caufes 
of  Curable  Diftempers,  and  confine  ourfelves  to 
luch  as  affli£f  the  Yard,  and  render  it  lank  without 
prying  into  remote  Caufes,  referving  that  Head  to 
be  difcours’d  of,  when  I  fhall  treat  in  general  of 
the  Impotency  of  Man. 

An  acute  Diftemper  deftroys  our  Paffion  5  Love 
is  languishing  when  we  fuffer,  and  we  are  unable  to 
enter  into  an  amoroule  Conjunction,  when  our  na¬ 
tural  Heat  and  Spirits  are  not  multiplied  within  us, 
and  communicated  to  our  privy  Parts. 

A  miferable  Life  doth  without  doubt  extinguifh 
our  Flame,  and  a  Man  that  fares  low  has  no  great 
Stomach  to  divert  himfelf  with  Women.  Exceilive 
labours  renders  us  wife  in  this  Point,  and  we  think 
of  nothing  but  Reft  and  Repofe  when  we  are  tir’d. 
Befides,  the  Mind  being  very  intent  upon  Bufinefs, 
our  privy  Parts  are  as  ’twere  benumm’d,  when  we 
apply  ourfelves  to  Love.  Witnefs  thole  that  govern 
Kingdoms  and  States  by  themfelves,  who  commonly 
get  blockheadifh  Children,  as  if  the  Father’s  Wif- 
dom  did  rather  remain  in  the  Affairs  of  State  he  has 
managed,  than  in  the  Children  he  has  Engendered. 
Sometimes  we  take  fuch  full  fwings  with  Women, 
that  our  fecret  Parts  become  lb  Feeble  and  Lan- 
guilhing,  as  to  refufe  to  obey  us  in  the  very  flow¬ 
er  of  our  Age,  when  we  order  them  to  move. 

Such  Infirmities  are  not  without  Remedies,  a  good 
youthful  Conftitution  will  fbon  recover  the  weak- 
nels  of  a  late  Diftemper  *  and  if  withal  we  fall  in 
with  a  fine  Seafon,  choice  Food,  and  good  Wine* 
the  diminifh’d  ftrength  will  fbon  revive,  and  what 
Falling  had  deftroy’d  good  Chear  will  reftore,  and 
fit  us  for  the  ufe  of  all  our  Parts. 

Repole  is  the  only  Specifick  for  hard  Labour. 
Medicines,  that  are  Enemies  to  us,  have  alio 
their  Antidotes.  As  the  privy  Parts  of  a  Gentle* 
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man  rendered  very  lank  by  a  yellow  Ointment  made 
of  Quick- filver,  that  he  had  rubbed  them  withal, 
recover’d  prelently  upon  the  application  of  Oyl  of 
Lavender. 

What  is  wafted  in  the  Embraces  of  Women,  may 
be  repaired  by  containing  and  withdrawing  from 
their  Company.  The  young  Spaniard,  mentioned 
by  Chrijlopber  de  Taiga ,  could  never  have  repeated 
his  Pleafure  fo  fatisfa&orily  with  his  Wife,  had  he 
not  behaved  himfelf  after  this  manner;  The  Hi- 
ftory  is  too  confiderable  for  my  fubjeft  to  be  omit¬ 
ted.  I  advifed  a  young  Gentleman,  fays  that  Phyfi- 
cian,  to  abfent  himfelf  a  Fortnight  from  the  Town 
where  he  lived,  to  get  on  Horfeback  the  14th  Day 
of  his  abfence  about  Night,  and  to  go  8  or  9  Miles 
after  which  he  might  come  home,  and  fup  with  his 
Lady  5  who,  with  her  Bofom  open,  fhould  be  pla¬ 
ced  over  againft  him  at  Table.  For  I  ordered  him 
adds  he,  a  roafted  Capon,  a  Ragouft  of  Mutton  boil¬ 
ed  with  Rocket;  we  had  plenty  of  good  aftringent 
Wine,  as  alfo  fweetWines  for  defert.  Three  Hours  afc 
ter  I  did  advife  him  to  go  to  bed  with  his  Wife,  who 
was  to  warm  his  Reigns  for  him  by  laying  dole  to 
his  fide,  and  to  fleep  in  this  Pofture.  When  he  a- 
waked  he  was  to  entertain  her  with  amorous  Sto¬ 
ries,  and  then  Sleep  again  if  Poffible ;  the  Day 
breaking  he  might  carefs  his  Lady,  and  acquit  him¬ 
felf  as  a  valiant  Cavalier.  My  advice  adds  he,  was 
very  favourable  to  the  Gentleman,  cot  only  for 
that  time,  but  at  feveral  Seafons.  I  would  not 
alledge  this  Hiftory,  continues  he,  without  having 
experienced  the  fame  in  feveral  Perlons.  I  have  tri¬ 
ed,  adds  he,  that  this  way  of  proceeding  is  very 
proper  to  Invigorate  thofe  that  have  wafted  them- 
felves  in  the  Sport. 

We  may  then  conclude,  that  the  lanknefs  of  a 
Man’s  Yard,  that  has  been  at  his  Diverfion  with  too 
much  heat  and  earnettnefs,  is  not  always  Incurable. 
Were  it  fo,  the  Duke  of  Alba's  Gentleman  menti¬ 
oned 
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oned  by  Hou11iery  would  not  have  recovered  fo  fooii 
10  the  admiration  of  all  his  Companions.  The 
Medicine  call’d  Sambajeuy  in  Provence ,  has  wonder¬ 
ful  effe&s  upon  flaggy  and  lank  Members,  if  we 
believe  Valleriola.  And  indeed,  there  is  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  againft  fuch  a  weaknefs  than  Eggs,  Sugar,  Saf¬ 
fron,  Cinnamon,  and  the  Wine  of  which  this 
Dr  ink  is  made. 

Other  Diftempers  infeft  the  Member  to  the  fame 
degree  of  Violence  :®  But  fome  are  Benign,  and 
curable  by  the  firft  Remedies  applied,  others 
Malign  and  Stubborn,  that  will  hardly  yield  either 
to  Sweating  or  Salivation,  either  to  Fire  or  Sword, 
as  one  may  fay.  And  thefe  latter  draw  their  Ori¬ 
gin  from  an  infamous  Commerce,  and  do  afflift 
Men  in  a  moft  furprizing  manner. 

Some  Men  have  fo  long  a  Prepuce  as  to  be  unable 
to  Copulate.  The  Yard  being  importunate  in  this 
Cafe,  the  Seed  evaporates  before  it  can  be  Commu¬ 
nicated,  and  confequently  ’  end  red  unfit  for  Genera¬ 
tion.  Thofe  that  have  this  infirmity,  do  frequently 
pollute  themfelves  in  making  of  Water $  Inttance, 
the  Man  of  22  Years  of  Age,  of  whom  Fabridus 
Hildatm  has  left  an  Obfervation. 

For  fear  this  Infirmity  fhould  caufe  Retention  of 
Urine,  and  an  Inflammation  in  the  Neck  of  the 
Bladder,  for  the  moft  part  mortal  Diftempers,  one 
muft  not  fcruple  to  cut  the  Prepuce,  There  is  no 
danger  in  this  Operation,  as  may  be  inftanced  in  the 
Man  mentioned  but  now,  who  married  fometime 
after  his  Prepuce  was  cur,  it  being  about  6  Inches 
in  length.  The  Greek  call  this  Diftemper 
that  bends  the  Yard  for  the  molt  part,  when  the 
Prepuce  not  being  tuck’d  up  is  faftned  to  the  Gians, 
as  we  have  obferved  before. 

.  There  is  another  Diftemper  direOdy  oppofite  to 
this,  called  by  the  fame  Surgeons  TUt&iftfiuaf  when 
the  Prepuce  being  tuck’d  up,  prefles  lo  hard  upon 
the  Root  of  the  Gians,  that  it  cannot  be  brought  into 

its 


(  37  )  ■ 

us  place  again,  tho’  *tis  pulled  and  forced  fbttiewfcdt 
forcibly  with  the  Fingers,  which  proceeds  from 
divers  different  Caufes.  .  '  ;  >  = 

Sometimes  Travelling  in  a  hard  Winter  Frofl,  the 
Gians  and  lower  part  of  the  Prepuce  may  rub  bn  a 
ftiff  Linnen  or  Woolen  Cloth,  and  then  they  both 
fwelh  The  Frepv'ce  draws  up,  and  cannot  he  put  in 
its  right  Pollute,  whatever  violence  i$  ufedy  info- 
much  that  the  Yard  is  often  Hrangled  oh  fuch  an 
occalTon,  the  which  a  Learned  Man  (who fe  -Devo¬ 
tion  has  made  him  take  up  a  penitential  Habit)  felt 
laid  Year  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  of  his  Life. 

i  can  hardly  exprefs  how  many  Evils  are  caufed 
in  the  Yard  by  cold.  The  Northern  People  are  ve¬ 
ry  careful  to  defend  it  againft  the  Rigour  of'  the 
Climate  with  Furrs, otherwife  they  wouidfeohef  end 
their  Days  than  multiply  theirSpecies  by  this  Part. 
Cold  oftentimes  hardens  it  as  a  Stone,  and  YwouRL 
continue  a  pretty  while  infuch  a  Condition,  if  we 
were  not  taught  by  Experience,  that  Fire  foftens 
and  diminifhes  the  Pain  •,  as  George  of  Tfanfilvakjd 
proved  it  according  to  the  Report  of  Sfnetius. 

Young  People  not  being  accuftomed  to  the  vio¬ 
lent  Exercife  of  Love,  are  fonietimes  afflifltii  with 
an  overturning  of  the  Prepuce,  which  is  prefently 
Cured  by  a  little  cool  frefh  Water  and  abltirience\ 
for  Inftance,  the  Young  Man  of  24  Years  of  Age, 
cured  by  Fabrhius  Hildcnim ,  after  this  Manner. 

But  if  the  ftrangling  of  the  Yard  proceeds  froni 
malign  Caufes,  as  an  infamous  Conjunction,  fuch 
a  fpeedy  or  happy  Cure  mult  not  be  hoped  for. 
For  the  Yard  being  Porous,  fwell’d  by  Blood,  and 
animated  by  Spirits,  receives  eafily  the  itnpreftion 
made  by  a  corrrupted  Comtfoam,  and  is  confer 
Ruently  often  affiifted  with  malign  Diftempers. 

It  remains  to  talk  of  a  Diftemper  that  fotnetiffies 
happens  to  the  common  paflage  of  Urine  and  Seed, 
when  after  a  virulent  Ulcer,  there  is  a  Carbncle, 
i?r  idle  and  proud  Flefh  bred  in  it,  Altho’  this  be 
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difficulty  cured,  yet  I  have  not  judged  fit  to  place 
it  amohgft  fuch  Accidents  as  render  a  Man  Impo¬ 
tent  ;  becaufe  I  do  not  take  it  to  be  altogether  In¬ 
curable.  Charles  IX  gave  an  Italian  Gentleman 
30000  Crowns  for  communicating  a  Remedy  a- 
gainft  this  Diftemper,  and  feeing  that  Prince  re¬ 
warded  the  Author  of  the  Receipt  fo  Magnificently, 
we  ought/not  to  fuppofe  it  ireffeUual. 

That  nothing  may  pafs  under  filence  which  may 
pleafe  the  Reader,  I  have  thought  fit  to  let  down 
the  Remedy  here,  that  it  may  be  made  ufe  of  upon 
occafion. 

R.  Cernfe  3  0  a  n.  Gamphir,  Crude  Antimony ,  each 
one  Drachm-,  Tuty,  prepared  with  Rofe-water  half 
an  Ounce :  Rhajis  his  white  Troches  without  Opium 
2  Drachms  j  Majlick ,  Frankincenfe ,  Allies  of  Savin , 
Aloes,  of  each  two  Scruples,  and  with  Oyl  of  Rofes , 
a  quantity  fufficient  to  make  a  lbmewhar  thickifli 
Oyntmenr ;  but  before  you  make  it,  you  muft 
Pulverifewhat  is  to  be  Pulverifed,  and  having  lifted 
them  to  difpofe  them  the  more  to  enter  into  the 
Compofition,  make  ufe  of  it  as  need  requires. 

This  Remedy  is  greatly  more  Sovereign,  and 
more  allured,  than  what  was  made  ufe  of  for  a  Pa- 
rifan Gentleman,  troubled  with  this  Infirmity.  For 
they  had  no  fooner  inje&ed  a  fharp  Medicine  into 
his  Yard,  but  an  Inflammation  and  Suppreffion  of 
Urine  fucceeded,  infomuch  that  he  did  not  live 
long  after  all  thefe  Tortures,  as  Fabricm  Hildanus 
makes  us  obferve  •  who  teaches,  that  there  is  hardly 
anyRemedies  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  affefts  of  the 
Yard.  Sometimes  there  are  Warts  and  Excrefcencies 
of  Flefh  upon  the  Gians,  which  follow  upon  Ulcers 
ill  cured,  and  hinder  ConjunUion. 

To  cure  thefe  Diftempers  we  are  every  now  and 
then  obliged  to  cut  thefe  Knobs  or  Warts;  and  af¬ 
terwards  cicatrize  them  with  the  Powder  of  theStpne 
call’d  Chalcitis  5  feme  fire  them,  which  I  would 
jrot  do  but  very  flightly  on  the  Skin  of  this  Part  $ 
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becaufe  the  viril  Member  being  in  itfelf  all  Ner¬ 
vous.  I  (hould  be  afraid  that  the  fame  Accident 
might  happen  to  the  Patient,  as  happened  not  long 
ago  to  Monfieur  Brancaci,  Gravd  Friar  of  Maltha , 
who  ordering  a  red  hot  Iron  to  be  applied  to  his 
great  Toe,  which  is  alfo  a  part  of  the  Body  extrea on¬ 
ly  Nervous,  died  foon  after  of  Pain,  Fever,  and 
a  Gangrena. 

Sometimes  there  is  a  great  difficulty  in  ftoping 
of  the  Blood  of  the  Veins  and  Arteries  in  the  Ope¬ 
rations  of  a  Man’s  Yard,  and  Fab.  Hildamis  obferves, 
that  a  Chirurgeon  having  cut  anExcrefcence  on  the 
Gians  of  a  Man  of  40  Years  of  Age,  he  loll  fo  much 
Blood  whilft  the  Chirurgeon  was  heating  the  iron, 
that  he  died  three  Days  after.  'f  '  _ 

Wherefore  it  fhould  pleafe  me  better  to  make  ufe 
of  the  Medicine  above  mentioned,  or  of  a  Decocti¬ 
on  of  a  Dead  Body’s  Skull  and  Vitriol,  which  flops 
as  ir  were  by  Enchantment,  the  Blood  of  Arteries 
and  Veins  cut,  rather  than  of  Fire  for  the  Keafons 
alledged.  This  was  without  doubt,  the  Prefeot,  the 
King  of  England  made  fome  Years  ago  to  the  D. 
j D'EJlree,  Vice  Admiral  of  France ,  when  he  v\as  ou 
the  Coafts  of  that  Kingdom,  that  if  any  great  lols 
of  Blood  fhould  happen  in  the  Navy  under  his 
Command,  ic  might  be  ftopt  by  means  of  this 
Medicine. 

ART.  II.  1 

Of  Difiempers  that  happen  to  the  Genitals  of  Women , 

and  that  are  Curable. 

THe  Genital  Parts  of  Women  are  faulty,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  Men.  Some  Infirmities  are  incura¬ 
ble,  which  we  fhall  take  notice  of  in  the  Chapter  of 
their  Barrennefs.  And  others  may  be  redreffedj 
which  l  am  about  to  Examine. 

D  a  Maids 


(  4°  ) 

MaiidS  ate  too  wide,  too  ftreight,  or  fometirr.es 
very  much  clofed  up.  The  Labia  of  their  Parts  in 
lome  are  too  long  and  flouting,  befides  feveral  other 
faults  that  hinder  an  amorous  Conjun&ion. 

Nature  being  admirable  in  all  it’s  Works,  has 
put  flefhy  Membranes  in  Womens  genital  Paflage, 
Which  widening  as  isrequired  in  Travel,  afterwards 
draw  up  to  hinder  the  Inconvertiencies  that  might 
happen  if  they  fhould  always  continue  open.  Some¬ 
times  after  having  been  extreamly  widened  in  Mif 
carriages  or  troublefome  Child-bearings,  they  do 
not  clofe  as  before,  infomuch  that  continuing  loots 
and  open,  they  become  troublefome  to  the  Women, 
and  difegreable  to  the  Men. 

.  The  Inlet  is  fomewhat  of  the  wideft  in  Tome 
Maids  that  are  of  an  advantageous  Stature,  and 
fanguin  Conftitution  *  fuch  Women  having  withal 
a  fquare  Breaft,  large  Haunches,  and  a  ftrong  Voices 
A  Man  that  has  a  little  of  indifferent  Virge,  being 
married  to  fuch  a  Woman  cannot  have  the  lealt 
ground  of  fufpicion  of  her  Vettue,  becaufe  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Husband,  her  Infirmity  is  Natural. 

Phyfick  finds  out  Remedies  for  all  Diftempers* 
this  not  excepted.  It  furnifhes  an  honett  Maid  with 
fuch,  as  may  prevent  all  fufpicion  her  Husband  may 
conceive  of  her  paft  Life.  Phyfick  alfo  furnifhes 
means  for  thofe  that  have  had  painful  Travel,  that 
they  may  not  for  the  reft  of  their  Lives  continue 
difagreeable  to  their  Husbands  *  that  Peace  and 
Tranquility  may  be  preferved  in  Wedlock,  and  that 
more  Children  may  be  engendered  ;  which  end 
would  be  fruftrated,  if  the  Woman  Continued  in 
the  condition  before  mentioned. 

This  being  but  Reafon*  our  Remedies  may  be 
made  ufe  of  upon  fo  good  Grounds.  I  do  not  here 
pretend  to  be  the  Author  of  what  abules  may  b@ 
made  of  them.  My  defign  being  not  to  favour 
Vice*  but  to  cure  Diftempers  that  affliO:  Worn enr 
shat  an  amorous  complaifance  may  be  enter¬ 
tained 
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tained  between  married  Perfbns ;  Otherwiie  we 
fhould  be  obliged  to  leave  out  of  our  Books  Anti¬ 
mony, ,  Sublimate ,  and  other  Poifons,  of  which  we 
happily  make  ufe  of  every  day  for  the  Cure  of 
Diftempers.  It  leems  that  it  fuffices  to  ones  Duty 
In  Curing  fuch  Patients  as  fall  into  our  Hands, 
without  troubling  our  Heads  with  the  bad  Inclina¬ 
tions  of  thofe  that  may  abufe  the  belt  things  of 
the  Creation, 

The  Women  of  hotter  Countries  prevent  this 
Infirmity  we  have  obferv’d,  in  wafhing  their  privy 
Parts  with  diftilled  Water  of  Myrrh,  which  they 
Aromatize  with  a  fmallquantity  of  Eflence  ofCloves, 
or  iome  Drops  of  Spirits  of  Wine  ambered,  or  o- 
ther  aftringent  Deceptions.  But  the  DecoPtion  of 
the  great  Comfrey  is  better  tfian  any  of  this,  if  we 
believe  the  Woman  mention’d  by  Sennertus ,  who  ha¬ 
ying  put  herlelf  into  a  Bath,  which  her  Servant  Maid 
had  prepared  for  herlelf,  was  very  much  fatigued 
the  enluing  Night  by  her  Husband,  ftje  being  ai- 
moft  (hut  up.  This  is  not  the  only  Experiment, 
Benivenius  relates  a  Story  nearly  related  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  we  might  produce  feyeral  others,  if  the 
truth  of  this  fhould  be  queftion’d. 

It  is  not  fit  to  Bathe  in  fuch  fort  of  Preparations 
above  7  or  8  Days  together,  that  the  privy  Parts 
may  not  become  too  ftreight,  but  as  they  happen  to 
yviden  much  after  the  Terms,  one  may  five  Days 
after  they  ceafe,  moiften  the  Parts  therewith  dur¬ 
ing  a  Week. 

Other  Precautions  muff  be  ufed  for  Women  juft 
after  Child-bearing-,  for  the  Womans  Flood  ought 
to  run  for  a  Month  at  leaft,  after  which  one  may 
walh  with  the  Waters  formerly  propofed  *  but  with 
this  Caution,  as  not  to  ftreigbten  it  to  a  degree  of 
yaufing  pain  to  their  Husbands,  when  their  Paffion 
obliges  them  to  extinguifh  their  Flame $  for  thele 
Medicines  aft  with  fuch  Force,  if  we  believe  Beni- 
yeniusi  that  Women  who  by  the  imprudence  of  their 
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Matrons  have  wafhed  or  bathed  too  often  in  this 
fort  of'  Waters,  have  afterwards  repented  their 
eafinefs  in  following  the  Advice  that  has  been  gi¬ 
ven  them. 

I  have  indeed  hintM  in  the-  preceding  Chapter 
what  uneafinefs  is  is  to  be  met  with  in  deflowring  a 
freight  young  Woman,  what  Pains  one  endures  in 
the  Primitives,  and  what  Inflammation  fucceeds 
fitch  a  fpot  of  Work.  A  Woman  thus  narrow 
feels  no  left  pain  on  her  fide,  when  fhe  joins  with 
a  Man  that  has  a  big  Member,  nay  even  an 
indifferent  one.  All  the,  tender  Parts  of  the  Vagina 
are  torn,  and  if  exa£t  care  is  not  taken,  Ulcers  are 
generated,  that  do  not  require  fmall  Pains  in  their 
Cure ;  had  the  Lady  of  Quality,  that  I  cured  fome 
Days  ago,  conceal'd  her  Dill emper  longer,  may  be, 
fhe  would  not  have  found  that  Relief  from  the  Re¬ 
medy  I  propofed.  It  was  made  of  equal  parts  of 
Litharge  of  Gold  pulverized,  Cents  and  Harts-Horn 
burnt,  with  a  quantity  fufficient  of  Mufcilage,  of 
Quince-Seed,  extracted  with  Plantane  Water.  After 
having  anointed  hetfelf  with  this  Ointment,  and 
wafhed  with  Rofe-Water ,  fhe  was  entirely  Cured. 

I  fhall  here  give  no  difpifeable  Advice  to  Maidens 
troubled  with  Vapours,  and  that  are  withal  ex- 
treamly  Pale.  They  muff  remember  never  to  make 
ufe  of  one  very  common  Medicine  that  contributes 
to  the  cure  of  thofe  Diftempers.  For  filings  of 
Iron  and  Steel,  tho’  of  opening  Qualities,  have  alfo 
aftringent,  that fhut  Maids  up  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  fuffer  very  much  in  the  fir  ft  Week  of 
their  Marriage.  And  without  doubt,  touched  with 
the  quick  fenfe  of  Pain,  they  would  abandon  their 
Husbands  if  good  manners  and  conjugal  Love  did 
not  prevent  them.  A  Brazier’s  Daughter,  that  I 
cured  two  Years  ago,  would  not  have  kept  thefe 
Meafures  if  I  had  not  ordered  her  privy  Parts  to  be 
widened  by  a  Decoction  of  Sheeps  Feet,  Harts  horn. 
Beef  marrow,  MarffnmUow  Roots ,  Line  Seed ,  Flea 
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Bane  boiled  in  Water.  The  Vagina ,  or  Inlet,  is 
lometimes  found  quite  fhut  up  by  Carunkles 
knit  one  to  another  by  a  tender  Membrane,  and 
feme  times  by  one  that  is  fomewhat  ftrong  to 
tear.  In  the  firft  cale,  a  Man  may  force  his 
paffage  that  loves  paffionately.  The  -final]  Mem¬ 
branes  tearing  eafily,  and  by  fmall  lofs  of 
Blood  fignify  Virginity  loft.  Such  Adventures 
give  Birth  to  the  Cuftoms  of  fome  Cities  in 
Spain,  where  Linnen  ftained  with  Blood  is  hung 
out  at  the  Windows  for  a  Show  to  Paffengers, 
the  Spaniards  pronouncing  thele  Words  :  Virgin  la 
tenemos. 

But  if  the  Membrane  that  knits  the  Caruncles  is 
ftrong,  hard  and  almoft  cartilaginous,  3tis  in  vain 
to  pulh,  there  being  no  Paffage.  One  may  fooner 
lole  one’s  fell’,  than  to  force  a  Barrier  that  is  de¬ 
fended  with  fo  much  ftubbornnefs.  There  is  no 
better  Remedy  in  this  Condition,  than  to  take  a 
crooked  Incifion  Knife,  and  to  cut  the  Membrane 
that  defends  the  Avenues  of  the  Palace  of  Love 
with  1b  much  oppofition.  Paraus  lays,  he  did  fo 
to  a  young  Woman  of  17  Years  of  Age,  who  was 
afterwards  in  a  Condition  to  marry,  and  to  bear 
Children.  - 

’Tis  the  lame  with  the  Hymen,  which  in  fome  is 
only  bor’d  in  one  ftreight  place,  formed mes  in  ma¬ 
ny,  and  fometimes  in  none  at  all.  Sometimes  it 
happens  to  be  a  very  tender  Membrane,  and  at 
other  times  a  very  ftrong  and  thick  one.  In  one 
’cis  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  Secret  Chan¬ 
nel,  in  another  at  the  beginning,  and  in  the  third 
in  the  midft.-  When  the  Membrane  is  tender, 
and  near  the  entrance  of  the  Maidenhead-Con- 
duft,  one  may  eafily  break  it  by  the  Natural 
Remedy  that  is  made  ufe  of  the  firft  Nuptial 
Night ;  but  if  it  is  deep,  hard  and  Nervous, 
there  is  no  probability  of  breaking  it,  as  was 
ny’d  by  all  the  Schollars  of  the  Phyfician  A- 
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quapm^eus  upon  aServapt  Maid,  the  Iliftory  where¬ 
of  is  transmitted  to  Pofterity.  . 

Sometimes  the  Membrane  Hymen  i$  pierced  to 
give  paffage  to  the  Humours  that  copne  out  of  the 
Womb,  and  to  fome  that  may  enter  the  fame.  One 
ought  not  to  wonder  atfuch  Women’s  conceiving, 
tho’  they  can  hardly  fufFer  a  Man’s  Company.  It 
was  the  called  '.Cornelia  Mother  of  the  Gracchi^  and 
happens  daily  to  Women  in  the  Southern  Parts  of 
America ,  who  conceive  without  being  open’d  ;  but 
then  they  leldom  come  off  with  their  Lives  in 


Ambrofe  Vdr&m  tells  its  a  Hiftory  on 
that  deleaves  to  be  recounted  here  at  length.  A 
Goldfmitb,  fays  he,  who  lived  at  Paris,  on  the 
Pont  an  Change,  marry’d  a  young  Maiden,  and  as 
Love  is  commonly  moll:  violent  in  the  fir  It  Attacks  5, 
they  preffed  one  another  with  fuch  force,  that  in  a 
fhorc  time  they  began  both  to  complain.  The  Hus* 
hand  grumbl’d  at  his  Wife’s  not  being  open  ;  and. 
the  Wife,  by  realon  of  the  incredible  pain  (he  fuff 
fer’d  in  mutual  Carefles.  They  communicated  their 
Troubles  to  their  parents,  who  proceeding  warily 
in  the  Bufinels,  fent  for  to  the  Habitation  of  the 
new  marry’d,  Jerome  de  la  Noiie ,  and  the  Learned 
Simon  Pietro ,  Doflor  of  P.hyfick,  together  with 
Lewis  Hubert  and  Francis  de  la  Leurie ,  Chi  r  urge - 
ons.  All  agreed  that  there  was  a  Membrane  in  the 
mi  1ft  of  the  privy  Parts,  and  they  were  farther 
convinced  when  they  found  a  hard  and  callous 
Membrane  with  a  little  hole  in  the  middle,  thro’ 
which  the  Terms  were  us’d  to  How,  and  which  the 
Matter  enrred  that  occafion’d  this  Woman’s  big- 
nefs.  for  fix  Months,  after  the  was  cut,  Ihe  brought 
her  Husband  a  fine  Child,  that  was  afterwards  a 
means  of  reconciling  their  Differences.11 

But  vyhen  this  Membrane  is  not  bor’d,  and  the 
Terms  draw  near  appearing  in  young  Perfons,  I  ana 
not  able 'to  exptels  what  dilmal  Accidents  it  may 
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eccafion.  Sometimes  they  feel  an  overflowing  of 
Humours,  or  fome  extream  Belly-ach.  The  Maids 
thus  troubled,  fwoonaway  very  often  ;  and  fuffer 
alfo  Vertigoes,  and  extraordinary  Epilepfies,  and 
evacuate  Blood  periodically  thro’  the  Noftriis  or 
Ears,  as  happen’d  to  a  young  Damfel  of  16  Years 
of  Age,  who  chofe  rather  to  live  in  a  languilhing 
Condition,  than  to  have  a  firm  and  folid  Membrane 
cut,  that  prevented  the  flowing  of  her  Terms,  and 
by  that  means  render’d  her  unfit  for  a  Man’s  Com¬ 
pany.  The  Maid  of  21  mention’d  by  John  Wier^ 
was  by  far  wiler  than  the  other,  for  being  fuppo- 
led  big  by  all  her  Neighbours,  the  forecited  Phyfi- 
cian  undertook  her  Juftification  publickly,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  cut  a  hard  Membrane  that  refilled  the 
ilfuing  out  of  the  Terms,  (he  receiv’d  the  Relief  (he 
hop’d  for,  and  recover’d  her  loft  Reputation. 

To  prevent  the  difgrace  of  Divorces,  or  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  dying  thro’Bafhfulnefs,  which  commonly 
accompanies  the  Fair  Sex,  the  Parents  ought  to  ex¬ 
amine  all  their  Daughters  at  the  Age  of  8  or  10, 
that  they  might  thus  timely  remedy  all  Difficulties 
that  may  prevent  the  flowing  of  their  Terms,  or 
oppofe  the  Careffes  of  a  Husband.  ’Twould  be  a 
fure  me*ns  to  avoid  the  accidents  that  happen  5  the 
Bafhfulnels  of  Virgins  being  not  at  that  Age  arriv’d 
to  any  pitch,  it  would  be  eafy  to  cure  them,  where¬ 
as  they  are  afterwards  abandon’d  to  certain  Death, 
eternal  Solitude,  or  deplorable  Infirmities. 

The  Excrefcencies  that  happen  to  the  Vagina  by 
an  infamous  Conjunction  may  be  cur’d,  but  with 
fbme  difficulty.  The  Cure  muft  begin  by  premifing 
Univerfal  Remedies,  and  afterwards  by  bringing  it 
to  Perfeftion,  by  cutting  and  cauterizing  the  proud 
Flefti  that  incumbers  the  privy  Paffage. 

Moreover,  Women  cannot  fuffer  their  Husbands 
when  their  fecret  Parts  are  ulcerated  or  chop’d,  if 
they  are  troubled  with  Hemorrhoides  of  the  Womb 
px  Seat,  or  if  a  Humour  or  Stone  preffes  hard  upon 
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the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  and  the  Vagina,  as  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  Dyferis ,  whole  Cafe  is  reported  by  Hippo¬ 
crates:  Who,  during  her  Youth,  could  not  abide 
the  Company  ofa  Mart.  One  may  eafily  find  out 
Remedies  to  cure  thele  Infirmities,  that  I  fhall  not 
recite  any  defignedly,  but  only  put  you  in  mind, 
that  Ulcers  and  Chops  of  the  Womb  require  no 
tfiarp  but  fweet  and  benign  Medicines. 

The  Labia  and  Nympho,  of  Women’s  fecret  Parts 
fometimes  grow  lo  long  and  flouting,  that  ’tis  im- 
poffible,  in  that  Condition,  for  Men  to  approach. 
Thefe  Accidents  happen  often  to  the  African  Maids  j 
for,  according  to  the  Report  of  Leo  Africamts , 
thefe  Infirmities  are  fo  common  in  the  Southern 
Parts  of  the  World,  that  there  are  Fellows,  who 
make  it  their  Bufinels  to  walk  up  and  down  the 
Streets  of  Towns  bawling:  JVbo  wants  to  be  cut  ? 
As  in  France,  there  are  Feiiows  that  make  known 
by  their  whittling  their  Skill  in  gelding  of  Horfes, 
Calves,  and  other  Animals. 

The  Shamefacednefs  our  French  Women  are  fub* 
jeU  to,  when  the  folds  of  the  Skin  of  the  privy 
Parts  are  of  exceffive  length,  prevents  them  from 
expofirg  themfelves  to  a  Chirurgeon  to  .have  them 
cut,  as  the  Egyptian  Laffes  do  before  they  are  mar- 
ry’d.  ’Tis  no  Story,  that  the  Nympho  are  thus 
lengthen’d  in  the  Empire  of  Prefer  John,  where 
Women  are  Circumcis’d  as  well  as  Men,  they  ma¬ 
king  a  Ceremony  of  the  Matter. 

The  privy  Parts  of  Women,  for  all  their  being 
fomewhat  winding  and  crooked,  as  is  laid  above, 
yet  ate  well  di  poled  for  the  Reception  of  a  Man’s 
Member,  and  by  being  of  fuch  Figure  able  to  prels 
it  agreeably,  and  caufe  lo  many  Ticklings  in  Co¬ 
pulation.  But  in  the  mean  time  when  exceffive 
crooked,  either  by  abftinence  from  Man’s  Society, 
or  continual  Agitations  it  fuffers  infuffocatives,  or 
fbme  other  caufe,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  ’tis  alto¬ 
gether  unfit  to  admit  a  Man.  The  Woman  feels 

too, 
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too  much  pain  when  fhe  is  touched,  nay,  fhe  has 
even  an  Averfion  for  what  pleafes  others. 

This  Infirmity  may  be  remedied,  and  thole  we 
deem  incurable,  are  only  intraftable,  either  out  of 
Modefty  or  Ignorance.  All  the  Phyficians  oi' Fumes 
could  not  formerly  cure  one  of  the  greateft  Prin- 
celfes  of  the  World,  troubled  with  this  infirmity. 
Fervelius  only  affured  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
Kings  of  his  time,  of  the  Queen’s  Cure :  For  after 
having  taken  exa£l  notice  of  the  true  caufes  of  her 
Sterility,  he  defir’d  the  King  to  lie  with  her  at  fuch 
time  as  her  privy  Parts  fliould  be  moiften’d  and 
widen’d  by  her  Terms,  which  fucceeded  lo  well, 
that  after  three  Years  Barrennefs,  the  Queen  brought 
that  invincible  Monarch  5  or  6  Children,  which 
were  worth  1 0000  Crowns  each  to  that  Learned 
Do&or. 
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CHAP,!. 

If  tbers  be  any  Signs  of  a  Maiden-head. 

Fter  having  examin’d  the  Genital  Parts  of 
both  Sexes,  difcover’d  their  Infirmities,  and 
pointed  out  their  Remedies.  It  appears  juft  that  I 
fhould  (how  the  Adion  and  Effefts ;  and  before  I 
go  to  lean  the  Wonders  of  the  Creation,  methinks 
it  is  fit  to  lay  fomething  of  Virginity,  and  by  what; 
Signs  ’tis  known. 

ART.  !, 

Commendation  of  Virginity. 


I  Am  not  of  the  Opinion  of  thole  Hereticks,  that 
preferr’d  Matrimony  to  Virginity ,  and  compar’d 
the  firft  to  a  Tree  loaden  with  Fruit,  which  the 
Gardiner  would  prelerve  ;  and  the  other  to  a  Bar¬ 
ren  Tree,  as  the  Fig-Tree  was  in  the  Scriptures, 
which  was  accurfed,  cut  and  thrown  into  the  Fire, 
as  not  worthy  to  fill  up  a  Place  upon  Earth,  being 
the  Obje£l  of  its  Matter’s  Indignation. 

Among  all  the  Conditions  of  Life,  the  Maiden 
State  may  be  counted  the  firft.  The  difficulty  of 
refitting  Nature,  is  certainly  one  of  the  chiefeft 
Reafons  of  its  Efteem  in  the  World,  where  ’tis  the 
Ornament  of,  good  Manners  ^  the  Holinefs  of  Sexes  • 
and  chief  Good  of  Modefly  \  the  Peace  of  Families , 
and  the  Spring  of  the  moll  Holy  Friendjhtys  and' 
Amities, 
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*7is  a  fine  Flower  preferved  carefully  in  a  Garden 
walled  on  all  Jides It’s  unknown  to  Brutes,  and  no 
Steel  has  hurt  it  in  cultivating  of  it.  A  favourable 
Air  fans  it ,  a  temperate  Heat  prefervcs  it,  and  a  fweet 
Shower  waters  it ,  and  makes  it  grow.  All  young 
People  defire  it  eagerly,  but  they  no  fooner  gather, 
but  defpife  it.  Wherefore  I  may  fay  with  Gatullust 
that  a  Maid  is  cherifh’d  by  all  her  Friends,  as  long 
as  file  keeps  her  Maiden  Flower :  But  fhe  has  no 
fooner  fuffer’d  it  to  be  taken,  but  Children  defpife 
her,  and  Maids  difdain  to  receive  her  in  their  Com¬ 
pany.  .  : 

Chrijlians  have  not  only  held  Virginity  in  fueh 
Veneration,  but  Fagans  and  Barbarians  alfo  had  a 
particular  Efteem  for  it. 

,  The  Romans  formerly  built  a  Temple  to  it,  and 
Erefted  a  Statue,  which  they  nam'd  Bucca  Verita- 
tis.  This  Statue  decided  of  the  Innocency  and  In¬ 
famy  of  Maids.  Witnefs  the  Daughter  of  King 
Volatena ,  who  putting  her  Finger  in  its  Mouth  was 
not  bitten,  and  fb  juftify’d  her  lelf  from  the  Afpet- 
lion  an  old  Woman  had  edit  upon  her  Pudkity. 
On  the  contrary,  another  being  a  ecu  fed  of  the  fame 
Crime,  and  putting  her  Finger  in  the  Statue’S 
Mouth,  had  it  carry ’d  clear  away. 

’Tis  known  what  Veneration  the  fame  People 
had  for  the  Veftal  Virgins,  as  alfo  the  famous  E- 
di£l,  which  Tiberius  G&far  caus’d  to  be  publifh’df 
Sejantis's  Daughter  not  being  of  mature  Years,  was 
defiowr’d  by  the  Hangman  before  fhe  was  ftrang- 
led,  that  no  Difhonour  might  be  offer’d  to  Vir¬ 
ginity. 

The  Poets  for  their  part,  have  alfo  fignify’d 
what  a  value  they  put  upon  it  and  the"  Fable 
teaches  us,  that  Daphne  changed  into  a  Laurel,  can¬ 
not  endure  the  Fire  without  complaining,  as  for¬ 
merly  (he  could  not,  the  immodeit  Fire  of  Luff. 
Divines  and  Phyficians  confider  Virginity  after  a 
different  manner,  the  one  holdtngjt  is  a  Vertue  of 
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the  Soul,  that  has  nothing  common  with  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  fo  that  if  a  Woman  is  never  lb  much  carefs’d, 
fhe  does  not  in  the  leaft  lofe  her  Maidenhead,  ex¬ 
cept  (he  contents. 

_  Phyficians  to  the  contrary  are  of  Opinion,  that 
Virginity  is  a  choice  Colleftion  of  the  fecret  Parts 
of  a  Woman,  that  has  not  been  fpoild  by  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  a  Man.  But  be  it  what  it  will,  we  (hall 
only  examine  here  a  material  Maidenhead,  if  I  may 
fpeak  fo  -  that  thole  who  are  Judges,  and  have 
the  Honour  to  decide  daily  of  Differences  about 
finding  of  them,  may  be  fully  inftru&ed.  They 
ought  to  know  if  a  Maid  is  unjuftly  accus’d  of  be¬ 
ing  violated,  or  debauch’d.  If  a  Woman  com¬ 
plains  wrongfully  for  being  marry’d  to  an  impo¬ 
tent  Man  *  and  laftly,  if  the  Innocence  of  a  Man 
is  evident,  that  endeavours  to  juftify  himfelf  from 
the  Imputation  of  Infamy  and  Slacknefs- 

ART.  II. 

Of  Signs  of  a  Maidenhead  being  prefect. 

MAtrons,  by  cuftom,  render’d  Arbiters  of  Vir¬ 
gins  Maidenheads,  and  Womens  Chaff iry 
have  but  weak  infight  into  thofe  Matters,  to  be 
the  only  Perfbns  to  truft  to  for  a  Decifion.  One 
ought  to  be  better  inftrufted  in  Anatomy,  than 
they  are,  to  make  juft  and  true  Reports  rhe 
Judges  Reputation  and  Credit,  the  Maids  and  mar¬ 
ry’d  Womens  Honour  and  Difhononr,  a  marry’d 
Man’s  Juftificarion,  and  the  repofe  of  humane  So¬ 
ciety  lying  at  ftake. 

Let  us  therefore  examine  the  Signs  of  Virginity 
with  exa&nefs,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Honour  of 
thofe  Maids  that  are  like  to  be  ravilhed,  and  com 
found  others  that  will  preferve  ir  contrary  to  Juftice, 
I  {hall  not  here  confine  my  felf  to  all  thofe  ex- 
teriour  Signs  the  Ancients  made  ufe  of,  to  ken  a 
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Maidenhead.  The  Oracle  of  the  God  Pan,  Infix* 
jibility  of  Fire ,  the  bitter  Waters  of  the  Hebrews ;  the 
Smoak  of  fame  Vegetables ,  or  Minerals:  Or  ladly. 
The  meaiure  of  a  Woman’s  Neck  are  too  uncer¬ 
tain  Tokens,  at  lead  in  the  Age  we  live  in,  to  frame 
any  true  Judgment  upon  :  The  hardneft  of  the 
Breads,  the  colour  of  the  Teats,  and  the  red  Bafh- 
fulnefs  caus’d  in  the. Countenance  of  Virgins  thro’ 
Modedy,  are  no  furer  Signs  than  the  preceding. 

Virginity  is  not  fd  eafily  didinguidi’d  as  is  com* 
monly  believ’d  :  There  mud  be  other  Contrivances, 
to  be  throughly  convinc’d  of  the  Pudicity  of  a 
Maid.  If  we  fhould  even  take  as  much  care,  as 
now  a-days  the  prefent  Czar  of  Mufcovy  does  in 
chufing  a  Wife,  that  is,  a  Virgin  •,  I  believe  we ' 
fhould  find  the  fuccefs  thereof  difficult,  for  freis’d 
and  curl’d  Hair  in  the  amorous  Parts,  a  mold  and 
open  Chink,  abfence  of  the  Membrane  Hymen,  flag¬ 
gy  and  difcolour’d  Nympha,  the  interiour  Orifice  of 
the  Womb  widen’d,  and  the  Voice  chang’d  is  no 
fufficient  Evidence  of  a  Woman’s  being  a  Proditute. 

Thofe  that  ride  on  Horfeback  after  the  Italian 
manner,  when  they  begin  to  have  their  Terms,  or 
have  them  actually  :  Such  as  have  been  long  af- 
flifted  with  Sickneft :  And  ladly,  Such  as  have  na¬ 
turally  neither  Hymen  nor  Membranes  that  knit  the 
Caruncles  or  little  fiefny  Knobs  together,  are  not 
the  lefs  chafte  or  virtuous,  for  having  Signs  con¬ 
trary  to  thofe  commonly  made  ufe  of  for  diftin- 
guifhing  the  Maidenhead  in  Virgins.  The  Servant 
Maid  Jquapendens  mention’d,  whom  all  his  Schol¬ 
ars  were  not  able  to  deflour  j  and  another  young 
Woman,  a  Goldfmith’s  Wife  of  Park,  mention’d 
by  Par&us ,  were  never  the  more  Virgins,  for  having 
lb  many  evident  Signs  on  their  fide. 

We  may  therefore  lay  it  down  for  truth,  upon 
afiurance  from  Riolamis  and  tin  ay,  that  nothing  in 
all  Phyfick  is  more  difficult  to  know  than  a  Mai¬ 
den-head,  and  even  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
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Cujasy  *tis  impoffible  to  have  affur’d  Tokens  there¬ 
of;  Women  will  contrive,  and  invent  whatever 
may  dilguiie  the  lofs  they  have  had,  and  it  being 
impoffible,  according  to  the  words  of  a  Great 
King,  to  know  the  way  of  a  Ship  into  the  Sea,  that 
of  an  Eagle  in  the  Air,  and  that  of  a  Serpent  on  a 
Rock-,  it  will  alfo  be  impoffible  to  trace  a  Man’s 
Enjoyment  of  a  Woman,  -  ■  . 

JEfop  could  not  give  fecurity  for  the  Maiden¬ 
head  of  a  Virgin,  that  he  had  always  before  his 
Eyes,  nor  can  we  pretend  any  certainty  to  vouch 
for  one  we  leldom  fee.  •  . 

The  belt  Expedient  to  preferve  the  Pudicity  of 
Maids,  according  to  the  diftinftion  of  Phyficians, 
and  to  be  well  allur’d  thereof,  would  be  to  Hitch 
up  the  lecret  Parts,  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  as  Pe¬ 
ter  Bembow  relates  the  African  Virgins  are  ferved. 
But  becaufe  this  Cuftom  is  not  in  vogue  in  France  $ 
the  Education,  Prudence  and  Chaftiiy  of  Virgins^ 
ought  to  refill  thole  amorous  Thoughts  they  are 
naturally  fubjeflto,  at  every  moment.  Some  may 
preferve  their  Virginity  by  a  Gift  from  Heaven, 
Which  God  grants  to  none  but  thole  that  pleale  him 

ART.  Ill, 

Of  Signs  of  an  abfent  Maidenhead* 

THE  Oracle’s  Advice,  which  King  Pheroti  of 
Egypt  ask’d  concerning  his  Blindnefs  *  was, 
that  in  order  to  a  Cure,  he  Ihould  walh  his  Eyes 
with  aMaid’s  Urine,  or  that  of  a  Woman,  latisfy’d 
with  her  Husband’s  Embraces  alone.  This  Remedy 
his  Family  was  a  ftranger  to,  and  had  it  not  been 
furnilh’d  by  a  Gardiner’s  Daughter,  I  am  apt  to  be* 
lieve  he  might  have  flay’d  a  while  before  he  had 
recover’d  his  Sight,  Virginity  and  Chaftity  being 
then  very  fcarce.  Altho’  we  have  faid  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Article,  that  nothing  is  more  difficulty  thari 
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to  know  when  Virginity  is  prefertt  ;  yet  forrie  Phyfld* 
ans  are  perfwaded  that  there  are  fome  Sighs  conject¬ 
ure,  whereby  we  may  difcover  the  abfehce  of  a  Mai¬ 
denhead  ;  provided  Defloration  is  but  lately  commit¬ 
ted,  and  the  Man  that  is  the  Author  is  well  furniih’d, 
and  the  Woman  actually  ftreighr,  they  hold  ’tis  eafy 
to  know  the  lofs  of  a  Maidenhead. 

The  Labia  and  th z  Nymphs.  of  the  privy  Parts  being 
red  with  Blood,  and  fwoln  with  pain,  are  irreproach¬ 
able  Evidences  of  her  Impudicity.  There  is  no  ■  on- 
texture  in  the  amorous  Parts,  and  to  fee  her  walk  you 
may  perceive  an  awkard  motion  in  her  fteps,  and  ex¬ 
cept  (he  is  very  nice  and  exaCt,  her  misbehaviour 
may  be  difcover’d  in  a  particular  manner. 

But  if  you  delay  learching,  all  is  reunited,  and  e= 
very  thing  about  her  lee  ms  natural.  Nothing  is  per¬ 
ceiv’d  in  her  privy  Parts,  that  may  caule  fufpicion  of 
her  having  taken  unlawful  Pleafures.  Nature  on  one 
hand  is  at  work  to  re-unite  the  divided  and  widened 
Parts,  that  one  could  ne’er  have  fufpedted  the  Da  ugh* 

!  ter  ol  Topinambous.  of  Lafcivioufnels,  who  was  fo  very- 
(freight  when  differed  by  Riolanvs.  Invention  on  the 
I  other  hand,  contracts  thofe  Parts  in  luch  a  fort,  that 
nothing  but  another  Invention  can  difcover  the  (  heat* 
j  But  ’tis  incomparably  more  difficult  to  pals  a  true 
judgment  upon  a  big  and  lufty  Girl  about  the  Age  of 
2y,  that  has  fpent  fome  Nights  in  the  Arms  of  a  Man 
|  indifferently  furnilh’d,  altho’  they  may  have  kifs’d  fe- 
i  verai  times,  yet  being  vifited  the  very  next  dav,  one 
I  (hall  meet  but  with  little  alteration  in  her  fecret  Parts, 
and  it  would  even  be  impoffible  to  be  guided  thereby 
to  pafs  a  Judgment  upon  her  Defloration,  allowing 
i  her  but  a  fmali  flock  of  impudence  $  (he  will  be  like 
|  the  Woman  mention’d  by  Solomon ,  that  walhes  her 
I  Mouth  after  lire  has  eaten,  and  then  makes  moll  exe- 
crable  Oaths,  thatlhe  hath  tailed  of  nothing. 

:  The  learching  of  a  Man  is  a  nice  bufinels,  ar;d  Ve¬ 
ry  material  to  the  Difcovery  of  a  Rape  $  for  Women 
are  impudent  enough  to  accufe  innocent  Men,  Maria 
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Fran clfc a  Gmmocle,  proceeded  after  this  manner  at 
Rome  againft  Stephen  Nocetti ,  who  after  having  fhew- 
ed  his  Member  to  the  Judges,  to  juftify  himfelf  of 
the  Affront  put  upon  him,  was  abfolved  by  the  Rota, 
and  lent  back  with  his  Charges  paid. 

Tis  believ’d  that  the  Blood  died  the  firft  Night  of 
the  Nuptials,  and  the  Milk  found  in  a  Woman’s 
Breads,  are  manifeft  Signs  of  the  lots  of  her  Maiden¬ 
head.  For  this  reafon  Mofes  order’d  the  Jews  to  pre- 
ferve  and  keep  carefully  the  Sheets,  that  lerv’d  the 
marry ’d  Folks  the  fird  Night;  that  they  might  one 
day  vindicate  the  Woman  in  regard  to  her  Husband. 
Which  they  ob leave  to  this  day  in  Fez  and  Morocco ,  if 
Hiftorians  may  be  credited.  For  Milk  cannot  run 
from  the  Bread  of  a  Woman,  nnlels  fhe  has  concei¬ 
ved,  and  fhe  cannot  be  term’d  a  Maid,  that  gives  a 
Child  fuck. 

But  you  mud  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  the  Blood 
does  not  always  evince  a  Woman’s  being  a  Proditute : 
For  a  big  and  ludy  Maid  being  marry’d  to  a  little 
Man, is  not  any  more  a  Proditute  for  not  ihedding  of 
Blood  the  Wedding  Night ;  nor  is  the  Blood  that 
flows  from  the  privy  Parts  of  another  Maid,  any 
more  a  Token  of  her  Vertue :  Invention  making 
fometimes  a  foreign  Blood  appear,  that  might  before 
have  been  put  in  a  little  Bladder,  and  afterwards 
clofely  Ihut  upin  the  Vagina. 

The  Mendrous  Blood  ceafing  to  flow  in  a  Maid, 
re-afeends  to  the  Breads,  arid  changes  into  Milk,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Opinion  of  Hipocrates,  and  the  little 
Maiden,  which  Alexander  Benvit  talks  of,  who  was 
Barren  all  the  days  of  her  Life,  gave  proofs  of  her 
being  a  Prodi  tute  from  her  Infancy,  if  Milk  is  allow’d 
a  true  fign  of  any  ill  Behaviour  •,  But  what  is  more 
remarkable  upon  this  SubjeO:  is,  that  the  Syrian  of 
this  fame  Alexander  Benvit ,  and  the  Soldier  Benzo  of 
Cardan,  had  both  Milh  in  their  Breads,  tho’  they  were 
both  Robuft  Men. 
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In  the  Eaft  of  Africa  upon  the  CoaR:  of  Mozambakk, 
and  the  Country  of  the  Caffes,  the  Men  nurfe  up  their 
Children  by  Milk  from  their  own  Breafts,  if  Hiitori- 
ans  may  be  credited.  I  may  prove  this  by  a  more  fa¬ 
miliar  Example:  I  lodg’d  above  four  Years  a t Paris 
with  an  honeft  Phyfician,  by  Name  Royneite,  of  a  San- 
guin  Conftitution,  and  about  50  or  37  Years  of  Age. 
When  this  Gentleman  Tqueez’d  his  Brea  It  and  Teat, 
he  made  Spoonfuls  of  a  whitifh  and  milky  Humour 
come  forth,  which  might,  without  doubt,  have  nou- 
riih’d  a  lucking  Child. 

Tbeophilus  Bonetus  furnifhes  us  with  feverai  Hifto- 
ries  of  Men  and  Maidens, that  have  had  Milk  in  their 
Teats,  but  without  going  fo  far  to'  mump  Proofs  for 
what  I  lay ;  I  fhall  relate  a  famous  Hiltory  that  hap¬ 
pen’d  in  this  City  of  Rochelle,  which  alone  may  be 
fufficient  to  convince  the  moft  opinionated. 

In  the  Year  1670,  Madam  Perere ,  Daughter  of 
Mr.  Defperence ,  Captain  of  a  Fort  at  St.  Chriftopbers 
in  the  lfejl -Indies,  was  oblig’d  to  embark  for  France , 
where  fhe  arriv’d  in  April  the  fame  Year,  to  avoid  the 
Inconveniences  of  a  War  kindled  between  the  Englijh 
and  French  in  this  Illand.  She  had  three  Female  Ne¬ 
groes  with  her,  one  was  old,  the  other  30,  and  the 
laft  16  or  18,  being  brought  up  with  Madam  Perere 
from  her  Infancy.  The  Lady,  who  had  a  Daughter 
of  two  Months  at  wet  Nurfe,  embark’d  in  great  hafte 
with  her  Child,  thinking  the  Nurfe  to  be  gone  on 
board  before,  as  fhepromis’d.  Bat  the  Snip  putting 
to  Sea,  and  fhe  not  finding  her  Nurfe,  (who (laid  be¬ 
hind  on  purpofe)  was  fain  to  make  aMefs  of  Biskets, 
Sugar  and  Water,  to  nourifh  the  Child.  The  Child 
was  not  fttisfy’d  with  this  Food.  The  whole  Crew 
was  difturb’d  with  its  crying,  elpecially  in  the  Night 
time,  whereupon  fhe  Mother  was  advis’d  to  amufe 
the  Child  with  her  Slave’s  Breaft  *,  and  the  Child  did 
not  fuck  part  two  days,  e’er  it  drew  plenty  of  Milk 
from  the  Negroe.  The  Lady  arriv’d  in  this  City  with 
her  Child  well  and  lufty,  after  2  Months  fatigue,  and 
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in  the  following  March  embark’d  for  St.  Chrijl other's 
again,  her  Child  being  then  1 3  Months,  and  nourifti’d 
all  the  while  by  the  Milk  of  the  Virgin  Negroe. 

After  all  what  we  have  fa  id,  we  ought  to  believe, 
that  there  is  no  certain  Sign  of  a  Maidenhead,  nor  of 
the  Ravifhment  of  a  Virgin,  and  that  all  the  Signs a- 
bove  recited,  are  for  the  molt  part  equivocal,  and  un¬ 
certain,  unlels  one  make  ufe  of  fome  evident  Conje¬ 
ctures,  as  the  Lawyers  do  now  a-days,  who  remark 
every  thing,  when  the  Lewdnefs  of  a  Woman  is  in 
Debate.  They  take  notice  of  Ogling,  Smiles,  Affig- 
nations,  Familiarities,  Collations,  particular  Vifits, 
Cloatbs  •,  in  one  word,  they  make  us  obfetve  what 
is  molt  fecret  between  Lovers  $  but  after  all,  they  do 
not  certainly  know  the  Truth. 

’Tis  then,  to  fay  it  over  again,  very  difficult  to 
know  a  Maidenhead,  fince  even  a  Woman  big  with 
Child,  if  Severin  Pinay  is  credited,  may  have  all  the 
marks.  Unlels  a  Woman  is  caught  in  the  Arms  of  a 
Man,  and  examin’d  immediately  upon  it,  there  is  no 
way  to  find  out  her  Defloration.  For  if  you  flay  fome 
time,  all  the  Signs  that  might  accufe  her  before  will 
difappear,  and  one  cannot  without  doing  her  Inju¬ 
stice,  tax  her  with  Impudicitv.  Infomuch  that  I  do 
boldly  conclude,  that  fince  Nature  and  Art  may  con¬ 
ceal  the  Signs  of  Virginity  from  the  Eyes  of  the 
moft  Learned  Phyficians,  and  molt  skilful  Matrons, 
we  cannot  with  any  certainty  and  truth,  know  the 
Defloration,  or  Ravifhment  of  a  Maiden. 

If  the  Matrons  in  France  took  care  to  be  prelent  at 
Dilfe&ions  of  Women,  publickly  perform’d  in  the 
Schools  of  Phyfick,  as  thofe  of  Spain  do,  I  am  fure 
they  would  not  frame  any  ridiculous  Certificates,  for 
the  Circumftances  they  commonly  build  their  Conje¬ 
ctures  upon,  are  for  the  moft  part  falle  and  frivolous, 
and  ought  no  ways  to  be  allow’d  as  Evidence*  when 
the  Honour  and  Virginity  of  a  Maiden  is  queftion’d, 
which  I  could  make  out  by  examining  fuch  Reports 
,  as  have  been  made  by  them  to  Magistrates. 
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The  Midwives  of  Spain  are  not  the  only  ones  that 
are  inltrutted  in  their  Calling.  Theophilus  Bonetus  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  King  of  Denmark  made  an  Order 
in  the  Year  1673,  in  joining  the  Matrons  to  affift  at 
the  DifTeftions  of  Women,  perform’d  by  Mr.  Steno^ 

.  Do&or  of  Phyfick,  and  Anatomy  Profeffor  at  the 
Univerfity  of  Copenhagen,  in  order  to  be  inflruffed  in 
their  Profeffion.  And  Bartholimes  the  younger  allures 
us,  that  the  fame  King  order’d  the  Matrons  to  be  ex¬ 
amin’d  by  certain  Deputies  of  the  Faculty,  before  they 
could  be  admitted  to  the  Exercifeof  their  Fun&ion. 

No  doubt  but  fiacfeeJ’sMidwives  mention’d  byMofes , 
Sotyra  and  Salpe ,  fo  much  commended  by  Pliny ,  un- 
derftood  their  Bufintfs  fully  j  feeing  they  have  been 
honour’d  with  the  Praifes  of  thole  Great  Men.  They 
could  never  have  deferv’d  fuch  Encomiums,  if  they 
had  been  as  ignorant  as  thofe  that  certify’d,  a  certain 
Woman  was  not  with  Child,  becaule  Ihe  had  her 
Terms,  and  thus  by  their  Ignorance,  was  the  caufe 
of  her  being  hang’d  at  Paris  in  1666,  with  a  Child  of 
4  Months,  that  (he  was  breeding. 

Becaule  we  have  faid  above,  that  Art  may  dilcover 
thofe  Tricks  which  are  made  ule  of  to  counterfeit  a 
Maidenhead,  I  think  we  ought  to  examine  the  means, 
by  which  a  counterfeited  Maidenhead  may  be  difco- 
ver’d,that  nothing  may  efcape  the  curious  Reader.,For 
fo  me  times  Women  make  (how  of  a  Vertue  they  have 
not,  and  are  even  perlwaded  that  ’tis  impoffible  to 
know  what  they  have  loft  in  lecret.  To  undeceive 
them  on  this  occafion ;  make  a  Bath  of  a  Deco&ion 
of  Leaves  of  MaUows ,  Groundfel ,  with  Ibme  handfuls 
of  Line  Seed  and  Fleabane  Seed ,  Orach ,  Frank  Ur  jin  or 
Bearfoot.  Let  them  fit  in  this  Bath  an  hour,  after 
which,  let  them  be  wiped,  and  examin’d  z  or  5  hours 
after  Bathing,  oblerving  them  narrowly  in  the  mean 
while.  If  a  Woman  is  a  Maid,  all  her  amorous  Parts 
are  comprefs’d,  and  joyn’d  clofe  to  one  another  *  but 
if  not,  they  are  flaggy,  loofe,  and  flouting,  infteadof 
being  wrinkled  and  dole,  as  they  were  before  when 
O'.e  had  a  mind  to  cho.ufe  us,  E  3  C  H  A 
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If  there  are  Medicines  able  to  rejlore  a  loji  Maidenhead. 

ST.  Jerome  writing  to  a  Devout  Maiden,  by  Name 
Enjl  ochion ;  and  interpreting  to  her  this  pretty 
paflage  of  the  Scriptures :  7  he  Virgin  of  Ifrael  is  fallen, 
and  no  body  can  help  her  up  :  Saith  in  another  Tongue 
thefe  very  Words  :  I  II  tell  yon,  dear  Maiden ,  that  not- 
withjfandivg  God  is  Almighty ,  yet  he  cannot  rejlere  Vir¬ 
ginity  to  a  Woman,  that  hath  once  lofi  it  '•  He  can  pardon 
her  Crime ,  but  Us  not  in  his  power  to  rejlore  the  Flower  of 
her  Virginity, which  Jbe  has  fwfferd  to  be  Ravi  fid  fro?n  her. 

In  Effeft,  no  Medicines  invented  by  our  Fhyficians, 
nor  Inventions  praftis’d  by  Courtizana’s,  could  ever 
produce  a  new  one.  ’Tis  a'  Venue,  which  once  in 
one’s  Life  rime  eclipfed,  ne’er  appears  any  more.  An 
Union  of  Parts,  which  being  once  feparated,  ne’er  re¬ 
unites  as  they  were  before. 

As  there  are  no  Signs  that  can  clearly  difcover  it,  fo 
there  are  no  Medicines  that  can  reftore  it  when  once 
loft.  It  may  he  in  our  power  to  mimick  Nature,  and 
/  to  produce  a  counterfeited  one  but  all  our  force  will 
not  reach  fo  far  as  to  re-eftablifh  the  Natural,  which 
•  is  the  moll  precious,  and  moft  valuable. 

I  have  been  a  pretty  while  about  determining,  whe¬ 
ther  a  Phyfician  ought  to  write  plainly  on  this  fubjeft. 
But  having  made  lerious  RefieUions  thereon,  1  am 
oblig’d  by  very  powerful  Motives  to  make  this  Chap¬ 
ter.  The  Contempt  and  infamy  an  innocent  Maid 
incurs,  that  marries  when  (he  is  naturally  too  wide* 
and  another,  who  by  frailty  of  Nature,  has  given 
Ear  to  the  deceitful  Perfwafions  of  a  treacherous 
Man,  being  ftrong  Reafons  to  deter  me  from  filence 
in  this  Point.  Peace  of  Families,  and  the  Tranquility 
of  a  Husband's  Mind,  are  in  a  great  meafure  forward¬ 
ed  by  the  Medicines  we  are  going  to  propofe.  More, 
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Vis  by  thefe  Remedies  that  the  lawful  Plea  (lire  of  Wed¬ 
lock  is  fomented,  and  oftentimes  Generation  procu¬ 
red  ;  for  there  have  been  W omen  that  could  not  have 
Children,  hut  by  the  means  which  1  fhall  propofe  in 
the  fequel  of  this  Difcourle. 

Men,  generally  fpeaking,  meafute  the  Maidenhead 
of  a  Woman,  by  the  ftraitnefs  of  her  genital  Parts, 
the  fmoothnefs  of  her  Belly,  and  the  roundnefs  and 
hardnefs  of  her  Breaffs.  They  do  not  much  trouble 
their  Heads  about  fome  few  drops  of  Blood,  that  are 
fhed  in  the  firft  Nuptial  Careffes,  nor  to  examine  all 
theSigns  we  have  recounted  in  the  preceeding  Chapter, 
to  be  affur’d  of  thofe  Women’s  Maidenheads  they 
marry,  it  fuffices,  that  their  Wives  have  the  3  Qua¬ 
lities  we  have  remark’d  above.  If  they  are  too  wide, 
or  their  Breads  loofe  and  flaggy,  if  they  be  Agnes's  or 
Catherines ,  they  prefently  take  it  to  heart:  That  fenfe- 
lels  Paflion,  call’d  jealoufy,  feizing  their  Minds,  and 
making  them  fufpect  infamous  matters,  whereof 
thefe  Women  are  altogether  innocent. 

Therefore  to  avoid  all  fuch  Diforders,  but  too  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  World,  and  to  fecure  the  Innocent  from 
unjuft  Reproaches  ;  Maids  may  make  ufe  of  them  if 
they  are  too  wide;  or  rheir  Breads  flaggy,  or  by  hu¬ 
mane  frailty  they  fhould  have  abandon’d  themfelves 
to  an  indifferent  Paffion,  and  been  Mothers  before  be¬ 
ing  Wives-,  and  marry 'd  Women  may  employ  them  to 
pleale  their  Husbands,  and  facilitate  Conception. 

I  own  one  may  as  well  abufe  thefe  means,  as  the 
moft  excellent  things  in  the  World  :  But  Nature 
ought  not  to  be  blam’d,  for  permitting  the  Sun  to 
warm  the  Earth  for  poifonous,  as  well  as  falutiferous 
Herbs.  •  ' 

A  Woman  that  is  naturally  ftrait,  being  brought 
to  Bed  in  private,  and  afterwards  defirous  to  marry, 
provided  her  Husband  may  not  be  fenfible  of  her  pad 
Life,  will  do  wrell  to  keep  her  felf  chafte,  4  or  5 
Years  before  (he  engages,  and  not  to  heat  her  Imagi¬ 
nation  by  amorous  Thoughts,  obfcene  Converfation. 

E  4  or 
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or  other  Follies  *and  I  promife  her  Husband  will  take 
hei  to  be  a  Maid,  and  ne’er  think  himlelf  deceiv'd. 
For  if  we  refieft  on  the  Hiftory  related  above  of  a 
Maiden  of  25,  of  the  Country  of  Topinambom ,  we 
may  without  difficulty  be  perfwaded  that  this  Reme¬ 
dy  is  the  belt  that  can  be  ufed.  But  for  thole  that  are 
naturally  wide,  have  a  wrinkled  Belly,  loft,  loofe  and. 
flouting  Breafts :  i  am  of  Opinion,  they  oughttomake 
ufe  of  means  that  may  ftraiten  them,  and  render  them 
agreeable  to  their  Husbands. 

The  Vapour  of  Vinegar,  wherein  a  piece  of  red  hot 
Iron,  or  a  well-bak’d  hot  Brick  is  quench’d  :  The  a- 
ftringenr  D-  CoOion  of  dooms.  Sloes ,  Myrrh,  Provence 
Rcfis  and  Cyprefs  Nuts,  diftill’d  Waters  of  Myrrh,  a- 
ftringent  Oyntment  of  Fern  elks are  Remedies  that 
fkeighten  the  genital  parts  of  Women  when  too  wide. 

farther  to  remedy  this  Infirmity,  lome  Phyficians 
will  have  an  aftringent  Clyfter  injeffed  into  the  Ma¬ 
trix,  made  of  a  Decodtion  of  thofe  things  we  have 
mention’d  above.  But  I  won’t  advife  the  ufe  of  that 
way,  unlels  a  Woman  has  had  a  painful  Child-birth, 
or  is  open  every  way  by  the  great  Efforts  (he  has  made. 
Thefe  aftringynt  Liquors  being  able  to  caule  intolera- 
Pains  apd  Gripings  if  injeUed,  not  being  able  to  get 
out  again,  which  I  have  feen  by  Experience. 

May  it  not  be  allowable  fora  Woman,  who  haspaft 
dome  Years  of  her  Lite  in  unlawful  Pieafures,  to  fe- 
cure  her  Husband’s  good  Opinion  the  Wedding  Night, 
by  taking  tome  Blood  (which  the  may  have  trea Cured 
pp  before)  and  putting  it  into  the  Privities?  May  it 
pot  be  allowable,  I  fay,  for  the  Prefervanon  of  Peace 
fn  her  Family,  to,  take  all  the  Pains  imaginable  to  be 
thought  a  difcreet  Woman  by  her  Husband. 

Nay,  the  Ambition  of  appearing  a  Virgin,  reaches 
even  fo  far  in  Women,  as  to  expofe  themfelves  tq 
the  moft  cruel  and  tormenting  Pains :  For  lome  Cow¬ 
mans  have  Ulcerated  their  privy  Parts  to  be  efteem- 
ed  Virgins,  when  they  have  been  bent  upon  the  Ma- 
Mimoriial  State.  i;'  •  r  « 
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The  Belly  is  often  fo  disfigur’d  with  wrinkles  and  fears 
after  Child-bearing,  that  thofe  who  are  efteemed  Mai¬ 
dens,  dare  not  venture  to  marry  upon  the  account  of 
thofe  Infirmities ;  infomuch  that  this  inconfideration 
often  prevails  with  them  to  lead  a  debauched  Life, 
and  pafs  the  reft  of  their  Days  in  unlawful  Pleafures. 
Nay,  even  married  Women  are  afham’d  to  be  leen  by 
their  Husbands  in  this  Condition,  upon  which  fcore 
they  often  flint  themfelvesof  the  Pleafures  of  Matri¬ 
mony,  and  the  Birth  of  feveral  Children. 

To  the  end  therefore  that  lewd  Women  may  forfake 
the  dilhonett  and  fullome  way  of  living,  and  marry 
advantageoufly,  as  alio  that  none  may  entertain  any 
fcruples  of  Matrimony,  I  (hall  here  let  down  what  I 
have  learned  from  one  of  the  moft  famous  Phyficians 
in  Italy. 

Take  forty  Sheeps-Feet ,  bruife  them  with  the  Bones, 
and  after  having  boil’d  them  with  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  Water,  skim  off  what  lwims  a  top  with  a  Ladle, 
and  add  to  it  two  Drachms  of  Sperma  Ceti ,  two  Oun¬ 
ces  of  frelh  Hogs-Lard ,  and  as  much  frelh  Butter, 
melt  it  in  an  Earthen  glaz’d  Pot,  and  after  the  Oint¬ 
ment  is  cold,  wafh  it  with  Rofe  Water  till  it  becomes 
cold,  then  put  it  in  a  Glafs  for  ufe  upon  occafion. 

After  this  Ointment  is  ufed,  they  mult  apply  a  Dog 
or  GoatSkin  well  dreffed  to  the  Belly,  then  take  two 
Ounces  of  each  of  the  following  Oyls,  viz.  Oyl  of  Sweet 
Almondsyf  St.  Johns  Wort  of  Myrtles ,  wafh  them  with 
Rofe-water ,  and  after  being  prepared,  anoint  one  of 
thofe  perfumed  Skins,  that  are  commonly  brought 
from  Italy  or  Spain.  Let  it  loak  during  one  Night, 
and  the  next  Day  rub  it  well  betwixt  your  Hands  dur¬ 
ing  an  Hour,  and  after  having  expofed  it  for  two  Days 
to  the  Air  where  the  Sun  does  not  come,  cut  it  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  meafure  of  the  Belly,  and  then  apply  it, 
efpecially  in  the  Night  time.  If  this  does  not  make 
?he  Scars  and  Wrinkles  difappear  in  fome  Weeks, 
you  muft  take  Oyl  of  Myrrh ,  which  fweetens  the  Skin 
|y  taking  away  the  foots  with  more  force  without 
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.  doing  it  any  injury.  If  you’ll  have  this  Medicine 
ftronger,  add  to  it  Qyl  of  Myrrh ,  Oyl  of  Citrons,  and 
a  little  Sal  Jmomack,  and  by  (lining  it  well,  make 
an  Ointment. 

It  only  remains  to  remove  the  faultinefs  of  big  and 
flaggy  Breafts,  which  often  give  realon  to  luipecl  a 
young  Woman  of  Lacivioufnels,  and  Tipling.  Some 
Women  have  Breafts  like  Cufhions,  that  embarrafs 
them  to  that  Degree  when  they  are  about  any  thing, 
that  they  can  hardly  move  their  Arms.  May  be  for 
this  reafon  the  Amazons  burnt  one  of  their  Breafts,  to 
redder  themfelves  more  nimble  and  dexterous  by  fuch 
an  Operation. 

Betides  the  Medicines  mentioned  above  proper  to 
diminifh  the  flagginefs  of  the  Breads,  you  make  ufe 
of  ftrong  Port  Wine,  or  Forge  Water,  wherein  boil 
Ivy ,  Perrimnkle,  Myrrh,  Tttrjly  and  Hemlock,  without 
apprehending  any  danger  from  the  ill  Quality  of  the 
lalt  Vegetable,  our  Hemlock  being  quite  different  from 
that  of  the  Athenians ,  the  juice  of  which  killed  the 
wifeft  of  Men,  as  the  Oracle  had  (tiled  him. 

There  are  feme  that  make  ufe  of  Leaden  Moulds, 
to  diminifh  their  Breafts.  Truly  it  is  no  defpicable 
Remedy  for  this  faultinefs:  But  if  you  firft  moiften 
the  infide  of  this  Mould  with  Oil  of  Henbane ,  ’twill 
be  more  to  the  Intention,  this  Oil  having  a  particular 
Vertue  to  diminifh  the  Breafts,  and  to  harded  them, 
refilling  even  the  Generation  of  Milk  after  Child¬ 
birth.  1  ■  •  r 

But  that  no  ill  Accident  may  happen  from  the  ufe 
of  thofe  Medicines,  I  (hall  repeat  here  what  l  have 
fome  where  elfe  advifed  Maids  and  Married  Women. 
That  is,  they  mttft  apply  nothing  neither  to  their 
Breafts  nor  privy  Parts,  till  Three  or  four  Days  after 
their  Terms,  and  a  Week  before.  And  thofe  that  have 
been  lately  brought  to  Bed,  ought  not  to  make  ufe  of 
them  till  about  the  latter  end  of  their  Flood,  which 
may  happen  about  the  30th  or  40th of  their  lying  in. 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

At  what  Jge  a  young  Man  and  a  young  Woman  ought 

to  Marry. 

.§W  ■  .  ■  "f  }  ->•  '  ■  || 

WE  have  no  reafon  to  wonder  at  our  Mortality, 
feeing  we  are  compoled  of  id  many  different 
Particles,  oppofite  to  one  another.  The  Elements  be¬ 
ing  always  jarring  in  our  Bodies,  without  our  being 
lenfible  of  it  •,  and  the  natural  Heat  dilfipating  the  ra¬ 
dical  moifture  that  fuftains  us,  are  the  two  Caules  of 
our  end  to  which  we  haften  with  lo  much  Precipita¬ 
tion.  Our  heata&ing  always  on  our  moifture,  con- 
lumes  and  deftroys  it  by  degrees  *,  for  as  the  Flame 
of  a  Lamp  finilhes  by  the  diffipation  of  the  Oil  that 
foments  it,  fo  our  heat  is  extinguifhed  for  want  of 
paoiflure  to  keep  it  up.  Air,  Food  and  Drink  are  not 
capable  to  repair  it  forever,  but  only  for  a  time ;  and 
the  Parts  that  maintain  our  Fire  becoming  old,  grow' 
weary  of  ailing  always  after  the  lame  manner,  and  to 
receive  at  the  fame  time,  what  makes  them  fubfift, 
and  Perifh. 

Nature  foreieeing  the  World  would  be  at  an  end, 
were  it  not  provided  againft  it,  has  given  to  both  Sex¬ 
es  from  the  beginning  of  Ages,  an  admirable  ftru- 
£ture  of  Parts  to  propagate  Mankind,  and  implanted 
lecret  Fires  for  the  perpetuation  thereof.  This  Iweet 
Society  of  Life  was  inftituted  in  the  Infancy  of  the 
World,  not  only  to  be  a  conjunction  of  Bodies,  but 
an  agreeable  mixture  of  Souls.  Matrimony,  that  is 
almoft  as  old  as  the  World  itfelf,  is  that  fource  of 
Immortality,  and  the  molt  important  Condition  of  a 
Man’s  Life;  becaufe  Cities  and  Republicks  would 
run  to  Ruin,  and  be  entirely  forfaken  without  it. 
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ART.  I. 
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Commendation  of  Marriage . 

1  Shall  not  here  enter  upon  the  Praifts  of  Marriage  $ 
’tis  commendable  enough,  by  being  Inftituted  by 
God  in  the  terreftrial  Paradife,  and  by  the  end  the 
Church  propoles  to  itlelf  therein.  Adam ,  in  his  date 
of  Innocency,  flood  in  need  of  a  helper,  as  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  fignifie,  and  why  ftiould  we  be  unhappy  in  fuch 
an  Alliance  as  render’d  our  firft  Father  happy.  ’Tis  a 
wrong  Notion,  to  believe  according  to  the  opinion  of 
fome,  that  he  diffufed  Misfortunes  throughout  all  the 
ilniverfe,  when  he  had  Orders  to  encreafe  and  multi¬ 
ply.  Neither  fhall  I  offer  that  it  was  at  a  Wedding 
Jefus  Chrift  wrought  his  firft  Miracle.  That  it  is  a 
Myftery,  according  to  St.  Pauly,  That  God  is  called 
by  the  Name  of  Spoufein  the  Canticles ;  and  that  even 
feremy  fpeaking,  according  to  the  Capacity  of  Men, 
makes  God  married,  and  reprefents  him  in  that  con¬ 
dition,  all  thefe  Thoughts  being  too  common,  and 
mo  ft  worn  Threadbare. 

But  this  may  be  laid,  that  there  is  no  ftate  of  Life, 
more  Honourable  than  Matrimony ,  becaufe  ’tis  a  Con¬ 
dition  that  makes  every  Prefents  to  Churchand  State, 
and  upon  this  confideration  did  our  incomparable  Mo¬ 
narch,  (who  lets  no  opportunity  flip,  to  render  his 
People  happy,  and  Kingdom  flourifhing)  publifh  a 
Declaration  in  imitation  of  the  Romans ,  by  which  he 
exempts  the  Parents  of  Ten  Children  from  all  public 
Offices,  not  counting  that,  they  receive  from  his  won¬ 
ted  Liberality  a  confiderable  Penfion. 

^  In  effeft,  Children  are  to  be  look’d,  upon  as  Favours 
from  Heaven,  as  St.  Jerome  himfelf  muft  own,  who 
extols  Virginity  to  the  Skies.  In  the  old  Teftament 
Matrimony  was  fo  highly  efteem’d,  that  it  had  the 
Advantage  to  be  above  all  other  Conditions  of  Life; 
InfomucE,  that  ’tis  obvious,  that  in  the  ancient  Law, 
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Stwas  preferred  to  Virginity,  and  the  Barrennefs  of 
Women  counted  a  kind  of  Reproach. 

Matrimony  was  not  only  held  in  great  efteemamongft 
the  Jews-,  the  ancient  Chriftians  never  put  any  one  in¬ 
to  the  Magiltracy,  except  fuch  as  were  Married.  The 
Pagans  themfelves  have  made  Laws  to  its  advantage. 
For  the  Lacedemonians  inttituted  a  Feftival,  where 
thofe  that  were  not  Married,  were  flaug’d  by  Women, 
as  unworthy  to  ferve  the  Republick,  and  to  contribute 
to  its  Honour  and  Welfare.  The  Romans  alfo  crowned 
the  Heads  of  thofe  that  had  been  Married  feveral 
:  times ;  and  in  their  publick  Rejoicings  they  appeared 
with  a  Palm  in  their  Hands,  as  being  as  Victorious  as 
C&far ,  in  having  contributed  to  the  Grandeur  of  the 
;  Republick,  by  the  number  of  Soldiers  they  had  be- 
I gotten  for  its  ufe.  For  this  reafon,  as  St.  Jeromei ays, 
■they  crown’d  a  Man  with  Bays,  and  order’dhim  to 
■accompany  his  Wife’s  Corps  in  a  funeral  Pomp,  with 
with  a  palm  Branch  in  his  Hand,  and  the  Crown  on 
his  Head,  it  being  very  realonable  according  to  the 
3  fame  Father,  that  he  ftiould  be  carry’d  in  Triumph 
i  to  the  internment  of  his  Wife,fince  he  had  been  mar- 
j  ry’d  20  times,  and  his  Wife  22. 

ART.  II. 

Of  the  Age  that  is  moji  ft  for  Matrimony. 

jTjVery  Age  is  not  capable  of  rafting  the  fweets  of 
.  XL  Matrimony.  The  firft  and  laft  Years  have  their 
sObftacles;  Children  being  too  Feeble,  and  old  Men 
I  too  Languifhing.  The  middle  part  of  our  Life  is  the 
moft  proper  Age  for  Venus ,  who  like  Mars ,  requires 
only  young  People  full  of  fire,  Healthy  and  Cou- 
ragious. 

Phyficians  are  of  different  Opinions  about  the  Di- 
vifion  of  our  Life.  Some  divide  it  into  four  Ages 
others  five,  and  others  in  a  great  many  more.  But  to 
confider  the  matter  ftri&ly,  years  do  not  make  up  the 
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Ages,  3tis  the  vigour  arid  temper  that  difHnguifh  them. 
A  Giri  of  io  or  n  Years  may  hate  a  Child,  being 
Robuft  and  Vigorous^  whereas  another  cannot  bring 
one  forth  at  1 8  or  20,  becayfe  of  the  weaknels  of  her 
Parts,  and  drinefs  of  her  Temperament.  Neverthe- 
lefs  we  ought  to  determine  on  this  Head,  to  the  end 
that  Lawyers,  who  ftand  in  need  of  the  Divifion  of 
Ages,  may  judge  aright  in  blatters  appertaining  to 
them.  . 

The  Opinion  moft  follow’d  is,  that  which  divides 
our  Life  into  five  Periods.  The  firit  is  Adolefcency , 
which  lafts  from  our  Birth  to  the.  Age  of  15,  after 
which  we  grow  no  more.  From  27  to  35  or  40,  is 
the  flower  of  a  Man’s  Age  ^  and  that  is,  what  we  call 
Youth.  Age  of  confiftency  follows  upon  Youth  j  and 
lafts  to  4 1  or  Jo,  in  which  time  People  find  themlelves 
of  the  fame  Strength  and  Temperament.  The  fourth 
Age  is,  the  firft  old  Age  which  lafts  to  6 o,  and  at  latt 
the  decripet  Age  accompanies  Men  to  their  Grave. 

Adolefcency  is  alfo  divided  into  feveral  Periods,  a- 
mong  which  Infancy  has  the  firft  Place.  It  begins' 
from  our  Birth,  and  lafts  3  or  4,  till  we  have  learned 
to  ipeak.  Puerility  comes  next,  and  terminates  at  10 
Years.  Age  of  Difcretion  comes  after,  which  fome 
call  Tubertas ,  which  lafts  till  18,  and  at  laft  Adolef- 
cenc)\  that  bears  the  Name  of  all  that  time,  goes  to 
2  y  Years. 

Infancy  and  Puerility  are  ignorant,  as  to  production 
of  Men  j  and  tho’  fome  Hiftorians  may  render  this 
Aflertion  doubtful,  by  a  Story  they  make  of  a  Child 
of  7  Years,  that  got  a  Woman  with  Child,  yet  be- 
caufe  there  is  only  one  Example  in  Antiquity,  and  be- 
fidesthat  Generation  is  altogether  incompatible  with 
the  weaknefs  of  this  Age,  one  muft  allow  me  to  ftick 
to  my  Opinion,  and  to  exclude  Children  from  the 
number  of  thofe  that  are  capable  to  Engender. 

I  will  not  fay  To  much  of  thofe  that  have  attain’d 
unto  Years  of  Difcretion  j  for  when. the  Voice  chan¬ 
ges,  and  grows  bigger  and  haffier  by  the  encreafe  of 
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tfie  natural  heat  in  the  Thorax,  when  they  begin  to 
fmell  rank,  by  reafonof  dilagreeable  Vapours  that  a- 
rife  from  the  Seed,  when  Hair  grows  on  the  privy 
Parts,  and  frequent  Titiilations  are  felr,  then  I  fay, 
a  Man  may  be  fir’d  by  the  heat  of  Love,  and  his  pri¬ 
vy  Parts  difpofe  themfelves  for  Careffes  of  Women. 

Phyficians,  who  narrowly  watch  Nature,  cannot 
determine  exaftly  the  Age  Men  ought  to  be  of  to  Co¬ 
pulate  and  Engender,  there  being  fo  much  variety  in 
theConftitution  and  Vigour  of  Men,  and  in  the  parts 
that  ferve  for  Generation,  that  ’tis  impoffible  to  decide 
juftly  concerning  that  Affair.  One  may  fay  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  we  begin  to  Engender  from  Ten  to  Eight, 
but  we  cannot  exaftly  mark  but  the  Year  in  particu¬ 
lar  Perfbns. 

We  read  in  ourOblervations  of  Phyfick,  that  ioms 
Sparks  have  been  Fathers  of  Children  at  i  o  Years  of 
Age,  and  fome  deferved  the  name  of  Mothers  at  9. 
Soubert ,  Phyfician  at  Montpelier ,  one  of  the  molt 
Learned  of  his  time,  law  Joan  de  Peirte  in  Gafcony , 
who  had  a  Child  at  the  latter  end  of  her  9th  Year. 
This  is  not  the  only  Hiltory,  I  could  relate  levtrai  of 
the  like  nature  that  have  hapned  in  France ,  and  hot 
Climates,  if  that  which  is  left  us  in  Writing  by  St. 
Jerome  did  not  fuffice  to  confirm  what  I  have  laid.  He 
allures  us,  that  a  Child  of  10  Years  got  a  Nurfe  with 
Child,  with  whom  he  was  ufed  to  lye  for  fome  time. 

Yet  I  own  this  fort  of  Prodigies  is  very  fcarce  in  the 
World,  and  that  feveral  Ages  may  not  parallel  fuch 
a  paifage.  But  the  molt  a  fibred  fign  of  being 
in  a  condition  of  Engendring  is,  according  to  the 
Sentiments  of  Phyficians,  when  a  Boy  can  ejaculate 
Seed,  and  the  Terms  appear  in  a  Girl.  Then  ’tis 
evident,  that  Nature  has  furnilhed  one  and  the  other 
Sex  wherewithal  to  perpetuate  themfelves.  Thole 
flowings  of  Humours  appear  very  feldom  at  9  or  10 
Years  -,  nay,  one  lh ail  hardly  lee  Girls  of  12,  and 
Boys  of  14,  capable  of  obeying  Love,  and  to  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  matter  as  forms  Men.  A  young  Woman 
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would  be  very  flow,  if  fhe  was  not  capable  of  per¬ 
petuating  her  felf;  by  the  production  of  a  Child  at 
Ageof  1 6,  and  a  young  Man  of  1 8  would  beefteem’d 
very  cold,  if  lying  with  fuch  a  Woman  he  fhould 
find  it  impoffibleto  partake  of  the  pleafures  of  Love. 
In  fine,  one  may  conclude  from  what  I  have  laid,  that 
the  moft  forward  Age  to  get  Children  is  that  of  Ten 
Years,  and  the  flower  that  of  Sixteen  or  Eighteen. 

Some  Phyficians  have  maintain’d,  that  Women 
were  hotter  than  Men,  becaufe  they?  are fooner  ripe 
for  Bufinels ;  for  if  generally  '  fpeaking,  fay  they, 
they  have  more  Blood,  they  have  alio  more  Heat,  be¬ 
caufe  the  natural  Heat  refides  after  a  more  eminent 
Manner,  where  there  is  moft  of  that  Humour. 

They  add,  that  we  obferve  Women  to  be  more  In¬ 
genious  and  aCtive  than  Men,  becaufe  having  more 
Blood  they  have  allb  more  Spirits,  which  are  the  caufe 
of  their  Activity.  They  have  alfo  fooner  Hair  on 
their  Privities,  and  fome  have  been  feen  to  have  had 
their  Privities  veiled  by  Hair,  before  they  have  entered 
the  Age  of  Diforetion.  Thus  Women  grow  up,  and 
are  fooner  old,  becaufe  the  Heat  aCting  upon  their  Bo¬ 
dies  with  more  ftrength  then  upon  thole  of  Men,  they 
are  fooner  fitted  for  A£tion,  and  diffipate  fooner  their 
moiftnefs. 

Befides,  they  are  much  more  amorous  than  Men  j 
)  and  as  Sparrows  do  not  live  long,  becaufe  they 
are  too  hot,  and  too  fufceptible  of  Love,  fo  Women 
laft  lefs  time;  becaufe  they  have  a  devouring  heat, 
that  confumes  them  by  degrees. 

There  are  Meffalina's  found  to  this  very  Day,  who, 
byreafonof  their  exceflive  heat,  would  be  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  difpute  with  foveral  of  the  moft  vigorous 
Men.  In  effeCt,  they  fuffer  cold  with  more  conflan- 
cy,  and  if  their  natural  Heat,  of  which  they  have  a 
large  fhare,  did  not  refill  the  coldnefs  of  the  Winter, 
we  fhould  hear  more  Women  than  Men  complain  of 
the  rigour  of  the  Seafon„ 
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•  If  I  might  be  allow’d  fome  difgteffion  from  the  fufe- 
Jea  I  treat  of,  I  think,  I  might  without  any  manner 
of  difficulty  prove  the  contrary  of  what  is  faid  of 
the  Conftitutions  of  Women.  1  could  (how  that  the 
great  quantity  of  Blood  proceeds  rather  from  the  Me¬ 
diocrity  than  any  excefs  of  Heat ;  that  Women  are  ra¬ 
ther  fickle  and  light  than  Ingenious;  that  if  they  En¬ 
gender  and  grow  old  fooner,  it  (hows  the  weaknefs  of 
that  heat:  That  excefs  of  Love  cannot  be  particularly 
afcribed  to  the  force  of  this  fame  heat,  but  to  the  in- 
conftancy  of  their  Imagination,  or  rather  to  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  Nature,  that  has  made  them  to  ferve  us 
for  Play-toys  after  our  more  ferious  Occupations.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  if  they  are  not  fufceptible  of  Cold,  we  mu  If 
not  look  for  the  Caufe  thereof,  but  in  the  ordinary 
plight  of  Body,  which  is  always  oppofite  to  the  gene¬ 
ration  of  the  moft  aftive  Qualities. 

Man,  •  to  the  contrary,  a£ls  with  more  firmnefs, 
feeds  more  happily,  defends  himlelf  with  more  Cou¬ 
rage  and  prefence  of  Mind,  reafbns  with  more 
Strength,  and  contributes  towards  the  getting  of  Chil¬ 
dren  with  more  Alacrity.  Lie  afts  particularly  in  Ge¬ 
neration,  where  he  communicates  himlelf,  and  by  o- 
ther  Aftions  of  Body  and  Mind  gives  proofs  of  his 
Strength  and  Heat ;  whereas  the  Woman  only  buffers 
the  Impreffions  a  Man  makes  upon  her,  and  often  is 
not  ready  fo  foon  as  he  to  furnifh  wherewithal  to  form 
la  Man.  In  fhort,  (he  is  only  to  Conceive’  to  give  Suck, 
and  to  breed  up  Children. 

*  Moreover,  a  Male  is  fooner  accomplifh’d  in  his 
Mother’s  Womb  than  a  Female,  ftirs  with  more 
ftrength,  and  comes  into  the  World  fomevi’hat  fooner, 
which  ought  to  be  afcrib’d  to  the  force  of  his  heat 
md  temperament;  for  where- ever  Heat  is  abounding, 
it  perfects  and  forwards  things  with  greater  (peed,  and 
W  this  very  realon  we  leldom  or  never  (ee  Twins  of 

Ilifferent  Sexes,  there  being  too  much  inequality  of 
feat  and  Temperament  when  they  ate  embarafs’d  in 
he  fame  Strings.  ■ 

I  But  to  come  back  to  the  SubieQ  we  hate  left  for 

I  ,  ,  F  this 


(7°) 

this  Digreftion,  which  may  not  be  ufelefs :  I  will  fay 
at  prefent,  to  continue  to  fpeak  of  the  Ages  of  Men, 
that  Lawyers,  who  for  the  moft  part  follow  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  Phyficians  in  thofe  Matters,  have  fix’d  a  time 
for  Matrimony ,  in  the  middle  Part  of  the  Age  of  Dif- 
cretion.  And  becaufe  thole  are  extreamly  fcarce,  that 
begin  to  Engender  at  9  or  10  Years,  as  well  as  thofe 
that  cannot  Engender  at  16  or  18,  they  have  deter¬ 
min’d  the  Age  of  14  for  Men,  and  that  of  12  for 
Women  ^  thele  Years  centring  in  the  middle  part  of 
the  Pubertas ,  fo  that  thofe  that  are  under  the  Years 
before  mention’d  are  counted  Pupils ;  and  the  Law 
allows  them  not  to  be  accus’d  of  Adultery,  or  to  mar¬ 
ry.  if  one  breaks  that  Law  by  a  premature  Wedding, 
the  Judges  declare  fuch  a  Marriage  null  and  invalid, 
and  put  thole  that  had  contracted  it  in  ftatu  quo  antea , 
becaufe,  fay  they,  ’tis  an  ElTential  requifiteto  Matrix 
snony ,  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  get  Children,  and  that 
thofe  that  are  under  thofe  Ages,  are  not  prefum’d  to. 
be  capable  thereof. 

Politicians  who  only  confider  the  duration  of  a 
flourilhing  State,  are  not  of  the  fame  Opinion  as  Law¬ 
yers;  in  relation  to  the  time,  that  young  People  ought 
to  marry.  They  know  that  ’tis  not  only  the  Good* 
nefs  of  the  Climate,  Fruitfulnefs  of  the  Ground,  por 
Riches  of  the  Inhabitants,  that  render  a  Monarch 
formidable,  but  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  People 
that  appertain  unto  him*  The  Age  of  12  or  14  is 
too  feeble  to  make  a  Prelent  to  the  ftateofany  Witty 
or  Robuft  Men.  And  thefe  Politicians  teach  Phyfici¬ 
ans,  that  there  is  a  more  advanc’d  Age  requir’d  for  the 
Generation  of  Men,  that  mult  be  capable  to  govern  a 
Kingdom,  or  to  manage  a  Republick. 

In  effeft,  a  Woman’s  Belly  is  too  ftreight  at  that 
Age  to  Engender  well-made  Children  her  internal 
Parts  not  being  large  enough  to  go  her  time  out,  and 
a  Woman  fo  young  cannot  fuffice  both  for  her  own 
Growth,  and  the  Nourifhment  of  her  Child.  Child¬ 
bearings  are  often  dangerous,  and  Ihe  may  apprehend 
She  Loft  of  her  Life  in  giving  it  to  another.  On  the 
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Other  hand,  a  young  Man  is  too  feeble  both  in  Body 
and  Mind  at  14.  The  Seed  is  not  concofled  and  dr- 
gefted  enough  for  the  Produftion  of  a  Itrong  Child  5 
and  granting  he  is  able  to  Engender  at  fuch  an  Age, 
the  Children  will  prove  very  fmall  and  tender. 

Plato  and  Arijlotle^xhofe  two  great  Genius’s  amongft 
the  Ancients,  did  not  allow  to  marry  before  Thirty  5 
and,  at  prelent,  a  Body  ought  not  dare  Marry  before 
that  time  without  the  Conleat  of  Father  and  Mother* 
which  oblig’d  Gratianus  to  make  a  Law,  and  to  limit 
the  Perfe£tions  of  a  Man  to  that  Age.  For  when 
growing  is  over,  and  the  natural  heat  bulying  it  felf 
no  farther  to  dilate  the  Parts  of  a  Man’s  Body,  is  on¬ 
ly  employ’d  in  its  Prefervation,  and  fomenting  the 
amorous  Parts,  for  the  more  effettual  produ£tion  of 
Matter,  fit  for  the  perpetuation  of  that  Species. 

The  belt  is,  to  follow  the  common  Opinion,  vizi 
To  count  a  Man  perfect  at  25,  and  a  Woman  at  20, 
they  being  then  both  better  qualify’d  to  marry  than 
in  a  more  advanced  Age;  for  fuch  a  Man  wants  no¬ 
thing  at  that  Age  to  content  a  Woman.  His  Privities 
have  the  Dimenfions  that  are  requifite  for  the  well 
performing  amorous  Embraces,  his  Seed  is  Fertile,  the 
Spirits  that  ought  to  ferve  for  Generation  are  Genera¬ 
ted  in  greater  Plenty,  and  his  Virge  is  always  ready 
to  furnilh  wherewithal  to  get  a  Child,  even  againlt 
the  will  of  the  owner.  In  fine,  a  Man  of  a  hot  and 
a  moift  Temperament,  that  has  hot  Blood,  is  Bilious 
and  Melancholy,  is  middle  Siz’d,  has  a  big  Head, 
fparkling  Eyes,  bigNofe,  wide  Mouth,  ruddy  Cheeks; 
and  round  Chin,  ought  to  marry  fo  much  the  fooner. 
One  may  lay  the  fame  in  Proportion  of  a  Woman  of 
20,  which,  in  imitation  of  that  Fabiola,  St.  JeromA 
fpeaks  of,  cannot  live  except  fhe  enjoys  the  pleafures 
of  Love,  and  follows  the  Advice  the  Church  gives  hec 
in  Marrying. 

_  For  realiy  the  Age  of  12  or  15  is  too  tender,  to 
fuffer  the  Yoke  of  Matrimony.  The  Perfons  muft 
be  hearty  and  rebuff,  if  they  propofe  any  fatisfaftion 
in  tha;  State, 

G  %  ART. 


(7*1  '  .  t 

ART.  III. 

Of  Conception,  Teeming,  and  Child-bearing , 

WHen  a  Woman  has  Conceiv’d,  (he  has  follow’d 
the  Advice  given  by  the  Chrch,  when  fhe  was 
Married,  and  executed  the  orders  of  Nature.  But 
I  cannot  tell  by  what  misfortune  to  Love,  (he  appears 
more  dejected  than  before.  Every  thing  is  di(p!eafing 
to  her,  (he  eats  nothing,  fhe  puts  norhing  in  her  Mouth 
but  What  is  out  of  the  common  Road  of  Eatables, 
and  even  reiefts  it  when  taken.  The  beft  Aliments 
render  her  Sick,  (he  cannot  endure  the  Wind,  her 
Sleep  is  interrupted,  and  fometimes  accompanied  with 
a  Malady  call’d  Incubus ,  as  if  it  were  not  enough  for 
the  Body  to  fuffer,  but  the  Soul  mult  alfo  (hare  in 
the  Pain.  The  Snuff  of  a  Candle  is  infupportable 
to  her,  and  (lie  endures  from  time  to  time  (hiverings 
in  ail  her  Body.  Her  Belly  akes,  (he  is  lazy  and  fub- 
jeO:  to  Gripes.  The  Graces  have  left  her  Counte¬ 
nance  ;  her  Eyes  are  languifhing,  black  and  blue,  the  Fire 
Love  formerly  made  ufe  of  to  make  Conquefts  having 
abandon’d  them  for  fome  time.  She  C3n  hardly  walk 
without  Stumbling,  or  feeling  extream  pains  in  the 
Loins,  Thighs  and  Legs.  In  fine,  (he  Languifhes, 
and  fuffers  without  intermiffion,  for  having  loved  too 
well.  Nay,  fuch  Inconveniences  would  almott  make 
her  repent  of  being  tied  to  a  Man,  if  (he  was  not  in 
hopes  of  recompence  for  her  fuffer ings  at  the  end  of 
Nine  Months,  by  bringing  forth  a  Babe. 

Experience  teaches  us,  that  a  teeming  Woman  is 
more  amorous  in  the  beginning  of  her  Bignefs  then 
before,  there  being  much  more  Blood  and  Spirits  than 
about  her  Privities  ^  and  if  one  embraces  her  at  fuch  a 
time,  ’tis  jult  like  Water  flung  on  the  fire  of  a  Forge, 
the  more  it  is  moiftned  the  more  ardent  it  is. 

The  French  are  not  fo  refer  ved  in  care  fling  of  teem¬ 
ing  Women,  as  other  Nations.  Some  Phyficians  be¬ 
ing  of  Opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  kifs’d  with  the 
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more  eager  nefs,  in  order  to  obey  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
that  render  Women  in  thefe  Circumftances  of  a  more 
amorous  Difpofition.  But  in  truth,  if  we  follow 
Hippocrates  his  Sentiment,  they  are  all  fubjeft  to  more 
vehement  Travels,  if  they  are  not  ca  refled  duringtheir 
Breeding,  tho’  we  fee  often  difmal  accidents  happen 
to  Women  that  divert  themfelves  with  a  Man  during 
the  r  bignefs  j  for  if  they  do  not  mifcarry,  they  do 
at  leaft  Teem  a  fecond  time. 

The  violent  toffings  of  Love  (hake  the  Feet  us  in  its 
firft  and  tender  Months,  and  the  Terms  provoked  by 
the  heat,  which  reiterated  killings  excites  in  a  Woman’s 
privy  Parts,  ftifle  and  fuffocate  it.  Nay,  it  can  hardly 
be  exempt  from  thefe  accidents  at  the  latter  end  of 
its  Imprifonment,  when  itis  molt  robuft.  The  Strings 
that  keep  it,  flacken  by  its  weight  at  the  leaft  amo¬ 
rous  efforts  of  the  Mother,  and  is  conftrain’d  to  lofe 
a  Life  which  it  has  never  receiv’d,  by  being  born  be¬ 
fore  its  time. 

Altho’  moft  Phyficians,  after  Hippocrates ,  lay,  that 
the  Womb  is  fhut  up,  in  fuch  a  meafure  after  Con¬ 
ception,  that  ’tis  not  poffible  to  make  the  point  of  a 
Needle  enter  into  it,  yet  we  are  perfwaded  to  the 
contrary  ;  for  ’tis  known  that  it  difcharges  its  fuper- 
fluous  moifture,  and  Women  teem  a  fecond  time.  We 
do  not  want  Women  that  inftrucl  us  of  what  they 
have  loft  Red  and  White,  during  the  firft  Months  of 
Teeming :  We  have  alfo  Examples  of  Superfoe  tations, 
and  may  be  oftner  than  we  think.  For  Twins  wrapt 
up  in  different  Membranes,  are  commonly  Superfoeta- 
tions  that  we  do  not  take  notice  of.  All  Rochelle  has 
heard  of  the  Superfcetation  of  Madomoifelle  Louveav , 
who,  fometime  after  fhe  had  brought  forth  a  Girl, 
went  on  horfeback  into  the  Country,  where  fhe  was 
delivered  of  a  Boy,  29  Days  after  the  firft  lying  in. 
The  Daughter  lived  7  Years,  and  the  Son  but  7  Days. 

Women  would  be  too  unhappy,  if  Pain,  and  other 
accidents,  did  not  leave  them  while  they  are  breeding. 
After  a  Woman  has  pafled  three  or  four  Months  in  ex¬ 
tern  Languilhings,  in  continual  Loathings,  and  Vo- 
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mi  tings,  fhe  enjoys  perfett  Health,  forgets  her  Trou¬ 
ble,  and  were  it  not  for  fome  fmall  turnings  (he  felt 
in  her  Intrails,  like  the  motions  of  Ants,  fhe  would 
not  imagine  her  felf  to  be  with  Child.  But  her  health 
is  not  lafting*  for  as  foon  as  the  Infant  gathers  ftrength., 
her  Pain  will  revives  *  and  in  feeling  her  Pulfe,  which 
then  beats  for  two  Perfbns,  one  would  judge  her  to  be 
Feavorifh.  In  fine,  time  of  Travel  draws  near,  the 
Child  beats  the  fides.  Waters  begin  to  flow  to  moiften 
and  widen  the  Paflage ;  and  if  her  Travel  is  not  un¬ 
fortunate,  (he  is  Deliver’d  in  lefs  than  an  Hour. 

Care  is  taken  on  one  hand  of  the  Infant,  the  Na¬ 
vel- firing  is  cut  as  long  as  poffible,  if  a  Boy,  and 
fhort,  if  a  Girl.  All  this  is  done  by  the  order  of  the 
Matron,  who  fancies  that  the  Member  of  a  Boy  will 
be  the  biger  for  it,  and  the  Girl  will  be  more  ftreight. 
After  that  they  will  give  it  Butter  and  melted  Honey, 
to  prevent  Gripings  of  the  Belly,  which  the  Infant 
is  fubjeff  to  after  being  born.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Mother  is  comforted  5  the  Belly  is  nicely  fliut  up, 
and  the  privy  Parts  bathed  with  lukewarm  Wine. 
In  fhort,  all  care  is  taken,  as  is  ufual  of  Women 
newly  brought  to  Bed. 

A  R  T.  IV. 

Whether  Nature  has  fix’d  a  Time  for  bringing  forth 
'  Children. 

PHyficians  and  Lawyers  ventilate  this  fame  Queftion, 
and  both  one  and  the  other  examine  it  with  great 
Application.  Lawyers  defire  to  be  allured  of  a  time 
fixed  for  the  birth  of  a  Child,  to  the  end  they  may 
divide  a  Patrimony  juftly,  and  not  fuffer  a  Child  that 
is  unlawfully  begotten  to  Inherit.  And  becaufe  thefe 
latter  judge  only  by  the  Opinion  of  Phyficians,  1  fhall 
here  fet  down,  in  few  words,  what  molt  of  them 
think  on  this  fubje£t  But  before  we  can  advance  any 
thing  a  fibred  about  it,  }ris  fitting  we  fhould  anfwer 
|6me  Difficulties  that  prefent  themfelves. 

Some  Phyficians  have  written  Books  on  purpofe, 
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wherein  they  pretend  to  prove,  and  there  is  no  detef- 
minate  time  for  the  Birth  of  Men ;  and  that  Nature 
being  Miftrefs  of  her  felf,  forwards  or  retards  Child¬ 
bearings  as  fhe  thinks  fir.  Really  thofe  that  follow 
this  Sentiment,  wants  neither  Realons  nor  Authority 
to  render  their  Opinion  valuable.  For  they  fay, 
that  the  Temperament  of  Men  being  almoft  infinite, 
fuch  Children  as  have  moft  heat  are  fooner  formed  in 
their  Mother’s  Womb,  and  are  alio  fooner  born,  info- 
much  that  fome  are  born  in  the  fixth  Month,  as  Livia, 
Wife  of  Augufim  C&far ,  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
Phyficians  of  thofe  Times.  And  others,  having  lefs 
vigour,  cannot  be  born  till  after  feveral  Months, 
witnefs  Rufus,  born  of  Vejlilia  after  1 1  Months  ;  and 
the  Child,  which  a  Woman  of  60  was  deliver’d  of, 
who  did  ftay  in  its  Mothers  Intrails  during  1 5 
Months,  if  we  believe  Mcjfa. 

More,  they  lay,  that  a  Woman  who  has  a  little  and 
narrow  Womb,  and  befides  little  Nourifhment  to  give 
her  Child,  cannot  hinder  being  deliver’d  after  6  or  7 
Months-,  whereas  another  that  is  lofty  and  well-fed, 
fhall  go  with  her  Child  about  10  or  12  Months. 

They  add,  that  a  Woman  participating  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  thofe  Animals,  that  bring  forth  many  at  a 
Litter;  and  the. Nature  of  thofe  that  have  but  one, 
fhe  cannot  have  a  prefix’d  time  for  laying  in.  That  a 
Man  not  having  a  determinate  time  to  Carefs  his  Wife, 
Nature  h^  alfo  no  prefix’d  time  for  the  produ&ionof 
the  Fruit  of  fuch  Careffes :  That  the  cafe  of  other 
Animals  is  different,  which  have  a  certain  time  to 
bring  forth  their  fmall  ones :  Infomuch,  that  a  Linnet 
it  not  ohferv’d  to  lay  and  hatch  her  Eggs  in  the  Win¬ 
ter.  Laffiy,  that  the  Authority  of  Hippocrates  decides 
this  Queftion,  which  has  been  follow’d  by  Lawyers, 
viz.  that  Children  may  be  born  from,  the  7th  Month 
to  the  nth. 

But  if  we  ftri&ly  examine  thefe  Arguments,  w© 
may  fay,  that  altho’  Women  and  Children  are  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Conftitutions,  yet  there  is  room  to  believe,  that- 
3d,  old  Spav.hl)  Woman,  and  a  young  Saponexe,  will  be 
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brought  to  bed  at  the  end  of  9  Months,  according  to 
the  Laws  of  Nature.  That  we  muft  not  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  upon  what  Women  tell  us,  of  the  Months  of 
their  going.  That  the  largenefs  of  the  Womb  muft 
rather  forward  than  retard  its  Prod uft ions.  That  a 
Woman  that  has  little  Blood  muft  be  brought  to  Bed 
the  later,  as  ftanding  in  need  of  more  time  to  Perfeft 
what  fhe  has  within  her:  And  laftly,  we  ought 
hot  to  have  recourse  to  Natures,  Failings  or  Errors,, 
to  Fftablifh  an  univerfal  Principle. 

Farther  we  may  fay,  that  the  Nature  of  Women  is 
not  between  both  of  thefe  different  Creatures  $  and 
tha r  Avcrroes  has  explain’d  himfelf  but  badly  on  that 
Subjeff.  That  when  Women  bring  feveral  Children  at 
the  fame  time,  we  may  fay  that  thofe  Productions  are 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  that  has  prefcribed 
to  Women  to  bring  but  one,  as  daily  Experience  teach- 
eth  us:  That  after  all  Women  have  had  as  much  time 
prefix’d  for  their  Delivery  as  other  Creatures,  for  the 
bringing  forth  of  their  young  ones,  and  that  we  ought 
not  to  confound  by  an  evident  Sophifm,  the  time  and 
Seafon  in  which  we  Cards  Women,  and  in  which 
they  conceive,  with  the  time  which  Nature  keeps 
inviolable  for  the  Birth  of  Children. 

In  fine,  we  can  put  Hippacrates  againft  Hippocates  $ 
and  may  alledge  that  pretty  truth  which  he  hath  left 
us  in  Writing,  viz.  that  Nature  is  always  conftant  in 
its  Actions,  and  that  we  muft  not  fo  much  regard  what 
feldom  happens  to  elfablifh  a  general  Rule,  as  that 
which  moft  commonly  cometh  to  pals. 

Moreover,  let  us  fortify  this  Sentiment  by  other 
Proofs,  and  fay,  that  if  Nature  keeps  a  fix’d  Law  in 
the  Bodies  of  Beads  when  they  are  with  young  Ones  5 
a  nd  that  this  fame  Nature  feldom  fails  to  irritate  them 
one  Day,  to  lay  down  the  Fruit,  when  it  has  receiv’d 
all  neceffary  accomplifhment:  No  doubt  but  Man, 
who  is  the  moft  perfed  of  Creatures,  muft  be  ruled 
according  to  the  lame  Laws.  Nature  never  wants  a 
limited  time  when  the  Queftion  is  to  cure  a  Humour, 
or  finifh  a  Fever,  Its  Laws  are  certain  and  indubi- 
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table  in  Crifis’s.  And  thole  Phyficians  have  been  conn? 
ted  Magicians,  that  have  oblerv’d  its  Proceedings  with 
lome  gxaftneft.  Teeming  is  a  kind  of  Diftemper,  the 
Accidents  that  happen  to  Big-bellied  Women  are  Symp¬ 
toms,  and  Child-bearing  is  the  Crifis,  and  the  end. 
The  proper  motions  of  Nature  are  not  denied  Women 
when  we  are  about  curing  them  of  fome  affliXing 
Diftemper,  only  when  they  are  big,  and  brought  to 
Bed,  we  refule  thole  invariable  Orders.  And  becaule 
we  may  have  obferv’d,  that  Child-bearings  happen  at 
divers  times,  thro’  Foreign  Caules,  that  forward  ot 
keep  them  back,  we  are  fo  prevented  in  this  Matter, 
as  to  take  the  lhadow  for  the  Body,  and  chance  for 
Nature:  That  it  goes  againft  the  Grain  to  for  fake 
and  quit  former  prejudicies,  viz.  that  there  is  no  pre- 
fixt  time  for  Child-  bearing. 

To  conclude;  fince  Experience  fhews  us,  that  the 
moft  part  of  Children  are  born  from  the  fix  laft  days 
of  the  ninth  Month,  to  the  firft  of  the  Tenth,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  Days,  and  the  moft 
of  them  live  •,  and  that  thofe  that  are  born  at  Seven  or 
Eight  Months  are  always  imperfeX,  or  Valetudinary, 

:  and  that  out  of  20  hardly  three  efcape.  We  mult 
1  own  that  thele  laft  are  born  at  a  time  not  ordain’d  by 
Nature,  and  that  they  come  out  rather  by  lome  inward 
i  Infirmity  of  their  Mother,  than  by  any  fecrec  Orders 
of  that  admirable  Mediator  of  the  Univerfe. 

This  without  doubt  obliged  the  Romans  to  declare 
|  thofe  illegitimate  that  were  born  before  9  Months,  as 
not  being  perfect;  and  the  fame  reafon  induc’d  the 
!  Parliament  of  Paris  10  deprive  a  Father  of  the  Succeffi* 
on  of  his  Son,  notwirhftanding  he  had  receiv’d  B3p- 
tifm  after  he  was  Born. 

Thole  that  have  made  ferrous  Reflexions  on  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  nature  in  Child-births,  and  have  lor  a  long 
while  applied  themfclv'-s  to  obferve  all  the  little  Cir- 
cumftances  both  of  Teeming  and  Laying-in,  hi|yea- 
fily  difcover  the  difficulty  of  this  Queftion.  'they 
njay  have  oblerv’d,  as  I  have  in  the  Hofpitals,  and  e- 
yery  where  elleP  that  Nature  always  keeps  a  fix’d  and 
I  Ip  «  " '  ‘  '  ‘  •  '  dete*-* 
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determin’d  time,  in  thole  Child-bearings  that  happen 
according  to  its  Orders  5  and  that  the  molt  perfect  and 
healthieft  Children  are  always  born  in  thetenfirft  days 
of  the  10th Month,  and  commonly  at  the  fame  hour 
they  have  been  begotten.  The  others  are  born,  as  I 
have  laid,  from  the  20th  day  of  the  ninth  Month,  to 
thqiothof  theiothMonth,  that  is  to  lay,  from  the 
255th  Day  of  their  own  Conception  to  the  275th, 
Though  there  are  others,  that  are  born  fooner  or  later, 
when  there  is  a  foreign  caufe  that  forwards  or  retards 
their  Birth. 

I  could  prove  this  by  leveral  Hiftories,  which  my 
Friends  have  furnilh’d  me  withal  on  this  fubjeft,  if  I 
had  none  at  home.  Six  Children  that  my  Wife  has 
brought  me,  have  been  in  their  Mother’s  Womb  from, 
the  256th  day  to  the  270th,  that  is  to  fay,  they  have 
all  been  born  at  the  latter  end  of  the  ninth  Month,  or 
in  the  beginning  of  the  tenth,  if  we  count  the  Deli¬ 
very  by  the  Lunar  Months,  as  molt  of  our  Phyfici- 
ans  pretend. 

But  the  undeniable  proof  of  this  Queftion  cannot 
be  taken  from  any  Place  but  the  Birth  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  was  the  molt  perfeft  of  all  Men.  St.  AuJHn  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  he  was  in  his  ever  blefled  Mother’s 
Womb  273  Days,  which  is  the  time  the  Church  has 
afterwards  obferv’d  to  lolemnize  the  memory  thereof 5 
that  is  to  fay,  he  was  born  in  the  beginning  of  the 
tenth  Month. 

It  is  true,  fome  Children  are  born  about  the  10th 
Day  of  the  7  th  Month,  or  the  10th  Day  of  the  1  i  th 
Month,  but  neither  one  or  the  other  live  long  •,  for  be¬ 
ing  born  contrary  to  theOrder  of  Nature,  as  we  have 
laid,  they  are  fubjeft  to  a  thoufand  Inconvenfencies. 

That  Children  are  born  after  fuch  a  vaft  fpace  of 
time,  nothing  can  be  blam’d  but  the  difference  and 
irregular  way  of  Living  in  Women  *  the  Countries 
they  dwell  in,  and  the  Seafon  they  are  brought  to  Bed 
in :  The  Idlenels  they  enjoy,  the  variety  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  irregular  Pleafure  they  take  with  Men 
during  their  bignefs,  as  alfo  the  Paffions  and  Infirm!- 
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ties  wherewithal  they  are  affli£led.  All  theie  reafons 
haften  or  flop  their  Layings  in,  and  oblige  Nature  ei¬ 
ther  to  fufpend  or  break  the  ordinary  courfe  of  its  O- 
perations  j  which  almoft  never  happens  to  other  Crea¬ 
tures  that  live  according  to  the  prefcript  of  Nature. 

We  may  therefore  conclude  from  all  this  Difcourfe, 
that  fuch  happy  Child-Births  as  comes  to  pals  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  happen  moftly  in  the 
ipace  of  10  Day s,and  fometimes  20.  But  that  hinders 
not,  but  the  Children  may  lomedmes  live,  and  that 
in  France  they  are  not  deem’d  illegitimate,  when  they 
are  born  from  the  1 0  firft  Days  of  the  7th  Month, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  1 87th  Day  of  their  Conception,  to 
the  10  firft  Days  of  the  nth  Month,  that  is  to  fay, 
to  the  3  yoth  Day#  Inlomuch  that  I  dare  venture  to 
aflert,  that  before  or  after  that  time  they  ought  to  be 
counted  Baftards,  orSuppolitions.  And  if  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Fetors ,  Merchant  of  Lyons ,  had  been 
born  fome  Days  after  the  300  and  fourth  day  of  Con¬ 
ception,  the  Parliament  would  ne’er  had  paft  Sentence 
in  her  Favour,  by  which  fhe  was  declar’d  Heirefs  of 
her  Father’s  Eftate.  Indeed,  this  Illuftrious  Compa¬ 
ny  declar’d  a  Child  Illegitimate,  by  another  Sentence 
that  was  born  the  12th  day  of  the  nth  Month,  after 
the  Death  of  its  Father. 

ART.  V. 


Of  the  Duty  of  Marry' H  People . 

AFter  Travel  and  Child-bearing,  the  Woman  for¬ 
gets  the  Pains  fhe  fuffer’d,  her  Flood  being  no 
fooner  Hop’d,  but  fhe  attacks  her  Husband  afrefh, 
and  gives  him  an  amorous  Battle,  I  do  not  much 
doubt,  but  file’ll  come  off  as  vittorioufly  as  before, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  crown’d  with  Myrrh,  as 
were  anciently  thole  that  had  made  Conquefts  in 
Love.  Neither  do  I  queftion  her  meriting  this  Honour, 
becaufe  fhe  attacks  with  fo  much  Courage,  Triumphs 
tiyich  fo  much  Glory,  and  (hares  the  Fruits  of  her  Vir 
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Story  lb  advantagionfly  with  her  Antagonist.  She  re¬ 
turns  often  to  the  Charge,  and  newer  cries  enough. 
Her  genital  Pans  by  degrees  growing  more  ardent, 
and  mote  amorous,  more  unquiet,  more  inconftant 
and  fufceptible  of  Lafavioa&efs.  They  are  a  Crea¬ 
tor©  in  another  Creature,  that  often  cattles  fo  many 
Biforders  in  the  Bodies  of  Women,  as  tQ  oblige  them 
to  End  out  means  to  footlt  and  appeals  %  to  prevent 
its  being  hurtful. 

The  Husband  renders  therefore  to  his  Wife  exs fifty 
what  he  owes,  and  the  Woman,  what  Hie  owes  to 
her  Husband.  When  this  is  wanting  on  the  Husband’s 
part,  the  Woman  turns  ill  humour’d,  and  fitly  ac¬ 
quaints  him  with  the  Grief  file  conceives  in  not  being 
Mov’d  5  that  we  may  lay,  that  Conjugal  Careffes 
are  the  Ties  of  Love  In  Matrimony,  and  that  they 
really  make  up  the  Efface  thereof.  But  upon  lome 
Occafipns  a  Man  commits  no  Crime,  neither  againft 
the  Laws  of  Scripture  nor  Society,  in  refilling  to 
pleafe  his  Wife.  , 

’Tis  a  fin  againft  oar  Confutation  to  pleafe  any 
Body,  and  injure  oar  felves,  according  to  the  Opini¬ 
on  of  Phyficians,  at  leaft  when  the  inconveniency 
thence  arifing  is  Ibrnewhat  considerable.  How  can 
we  always  furniffi  Matter  for  the  irregular  Senfuali- 
ties  of  a  Woman :  Sight  decaying.  Reft  being  di- 
iiurbed,  the  Stomach  and  Head  fuffering,  the  Legs 
being  weakned  ?  And  how  can  a  Man  be  fit  to  do  his 
Duty,  In  regard  of  his  Affairs  Domeftick  and  Fo¬ 
reign,  after  being  exhaufted  in  excels  of  Conjugal 
Embraces. 

The  leaft  fnconveniencies  that  happen  from  the  ex¬ 
cels  of  thofe  Pieafures,  difpenfe  him  abfolutely  from 
his  Duty  to  his  Wife,  and  to  aftotherwife,  is  finning 
againft  one’s  fel£  and  drawing  great  Infirmities,  and 
an  unfeafbnable  old  Age  upon  one’s  Head.  Such  as 
have  been  affli&ed  with  a  Dittemper  in  the  Parts  moft 
neceflary  to  Life,  can  with  greater  juftice  plead  a  Di- 
ipenfation,  if  inch  an  Indifpofition  Ihould  have  been 
but  flight,  yet  they  ought  to  be  cautious  in  Careffing 

.  their 


C  8*  3  , 

tfedr  Wives!  '  Infirmities  its  tie  Extremity  of  the  Bo - 
eb  feat  are  periodical,  ought  affo  to  exempt  Mea 
from  that  Duty,  ualds  they  have  a  mind  that  Pka- 
fure  feosild  be  tie  csafe  of  their  Miiery. 

The  Mas  has  far  greater  Qtcafion  than  the  Wo¬ 
man  to  excafe  Mmfelf  from  the  Duty  of  Wedlock* 
He  in  a  manner  alone  afting  in  Conjugal  Caines, 
ferns  by  feis  precipitate  Movements  to  h  alien  to  the 
end  of  fats  Pleafures,  in  order  to  renew  them  another 
time  s  As  if  Nature  being  about  to  produce  a  Man, 
was  minded  to  prevent  oar  refe&lng  on  what  we  are 
chiefly  doing,  fey  the  excels  of  Fkafare  we  meet  with 
in  the  A&iou. 

The  Woman’s  cafe  Is  dlfibent,  fee  being  only 
paffive,  and  in  a  very  eafy  pollute.  There  is  feldom 
any  Obiacie  m  bet  fide,  that  can  difpenee  her  from 
what  is  done  fey  her  Husband.  Sfckods  is  not  lawful 
reafon  enough,  fee  feeing  often  fufejeft  to  Infirmities, 
that  are  cured  only  fey  Love,  when  no  -other  Prelerip- 
tions  ofMedidnes  are  able  to  overcome  them.  Prm~ 
gx  hath  more  power  and  fengtb  chan  our  Drags, 
his  Authority  is  mote  Sovereign,  and  his  Medicines 
far  more  efficacious  than  Mngwartb ,  the  Karate  €&$«- 
erum. ,  and  what  other  Medicines  Antiquity  has  la- 
vented  for  tfaefe  infirmities 
We  ofeferve  yearly  is  Brutes,  that  Nature  makes 
a  Fermentation  and  Agitation  of  Humours,  and  fends 
Blood,  Spirits  and  Matter  to  the  genital  Farts,  which 
caufe  a  Titiflation.  This  Matter  in  Brutes,  bears  a 
j  relation  to  what  we  call  the  Terms  in  Women.  That 
'  we  ought  not  to  wonder  that  Brutes  are  more  eager 
:  at  fuch  times  than  others,  to  find  out  the  Male,  which 
\  Mature  hath  ftewa  them  to  fee  the  rnoft  Sovereign 
Remedy  again  &  all  their  Torments.  This  is  the  rea- 
1 1  foil  that  moll  Women  are  moil  amorous  when  their 

I  Terms  begin  to  flow  ;  for  the  Blood  and  Spirits 
crouding  down  preripkaisdy  to  the  genital  Parts, 
heat  and  inflame  them,  and  they  would  in  that  mo¬ 
ment  feek  out  means  of  fitisfying  themfeives,  did  not 
the  Law  of  the  Old  Tsfement  puuiih  thofe  with 
:#l-  .  v\""'  ■'  -  .  Death 
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Death  that  touch  them  in  this  Condition.  But  one 
ought  in  fome  meafure  to  pardon  the  Excels  of  Love 
in  the  fair  Sex,  they  having  more  fire  and  eagernefs 
to  love  in  fuch  ajunfture,  than  at  other  times,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  in  health  5  yet  a  Man  is  not  innocent, 
that  commits  this  Indecency. 

I  mull  own  that  no  great  hurt  is  on  either  fide,  if 
Women  happen  to  be  carefs’din  thefe  Circumfiances, 
the  Woman  only  lofing  a  little  more  Blood  than  o- 
therways  (he  would,  but  the  Man  finds  no  Inconveni- 
ency.  All  the  Diforders  of  fuch  a  filthy  Conjunction 
fall  upon  the  Infant  that  may  be  got,  which  for  the 
molt  part  dies  prefently  after  being  born,  or  ipinsout 
his  Life  in  continual  languifhing. 

It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  the  Flood  after  Child-bear¬ 
ings.  The  remainder  of  fuch  Blood  as  ferv’d  the  Fee* 
ius  in  the  Womb,  purges  by  degrees  1$  or  20  Days 
after  the  Woman  is  brought  to  Bed  *  a  Woman’sLife 
may  be  endanger’d,  if  her  Husband  offers  to  Garels 
her  in  this  (fate,  if  Hie  happens  to  conceive  ftraight 
after  being  brought  to  Bed  *  for  the  Ordures  that 
ought  to  run  thro’  thefe  places,  keeping  in  the  Body, 
InfeCl  the  Mother  and  Child  too,  in  time  to  come. 
Doubtlels  it  may  be  this  reafon,  the  Law  of  the  Old 
Teftament  was  grounded  upon,  allowing  no  Man  to 
touch  a  Woman  till  30  Days  after  a  Boy,  and  60  af* 
ter  a  Girl. 

There  is  fome  difficulty  to  determine,  whether  a 
Woman  big  with  Child,  may  be  wanting  in  that  Du¬ 
ty,  to  her  Husband.  Opinions  are  various:  Some 
think  a  Woman  may  be  as  vigoroufiy  Carefs’d  when 
big,  as  when  not.  Witnefs  Julia ,  Daughter  of  the 
Emperor  Augu/hts ,  who  being  big,  would  perfwade 
People  (he  did  not  wrong  her  Husband  in  making  o- 
ther  Men  pals  in  her  Barge,  it  being  laden  with  Mer¬ 
chandize  before  $  to  make  ufe  of  this  Woman’s 
Thought.  Others  are  fo  fcrupulous  in  this  Point,  as 
to  fancy  we  commit  a  great  Crime  in  kiffing  a  Big- 
belly ’d  Woman,  and  contribute  to  the  Death  of  her 
Child* 


To 


C8*  ) 

To  decide  this  Queftion,  we  are  only  to  obferve 
what  pafles  in  Nature  amongft  the  Brutes,  and  we 
may  fee  that  Stags,  Bulls,  Weathers,  and  fome  other 
Creatures,  do  not  touch  their  Females  after  they  are 
with  young  Ones.  Thofe  unlucky  Accidents  we  have 
above  obferv’d  to  enfue  upon  Carefles  in  thefe  Cir- 
cumftances,  areReafons  ftrong  enough  to  beat  a  Man 
off  from  attempting  it.  Mifearriages  may  happen 
by  a  Flux  of  Blood,  provok’d  by  thofe  amorous  Agi¬ 
tations.  Superfcetation  may  enfue,  a  Moh,  or  falfe 
Conception  may  ftifle  or  fufFocate  the  Foetus,  as  Rio - 
nalus  allures  us  to  have  feeh.  In  one  word,  fuch  Ac¬ 
cidents  may  kill  both  Mother  and  Child,  whereas  to 
the  contrary,  Child-bearings  might  be  more  fure,  if 
we  do  not  touch  a  Woman  after  her  having  conceiv’d, 
nor  will  the  Children  (in  Hippocrates  Opinion)  be 
brought  forth  before  their  time. 

Doubtlels  thefe  Realbns  induc’d  the  wife  Emperor 
of  Conjlantinople ,  Ifaac  Commenus ,  not  to  touch  his 
Wife  after  (he  had  conceiv’d ;  and  altho’  his  Phyfici- 
ans  did  ^dvife  him  to  it,  for  the  Prefervation  of  his 
Health,  yet  he  would  ne’er  confent,  preferring  the 
Health  of  two  Peifons  to  that  of  his  own,  and  it  was 
even  a  Law  among  fome  Pagans ,  if  we  may  believe 
St.  Clement ,  never  to  know  a  Teeming  Woman. 

I  fay  the  fame  of  Nurfts,  who  cannot  render  what 
is  owing  to  their  Husbands  without  danger  *,  fof 
what  probability  is  there  the  Milk  (hould  be  good, 
when  the  Mother  is  troubled  with  Loathings  and 
Vomiting,  and  fullers  other  Inconveniencies,  that  are 
incident  to  Teeming  Women?  However,  if  a  Nurfe 
is  got  with  Child  by  one  Man,  and  does  not  pewk  in 
the  beginning  of  her  Greatnefs,  but  is  vigorous  and 
fanguine,  I  cannot  fee  any  reafon,  why  (he  may  net 
be  Dutiful  to  her  Husband  5  and  withal,  fuckle  her 
Child,  the  two  or  three  firlt  Months  of  her  Great¬ 
nefs,  the  Infant  in  her  Intrails  being  then  but  very 
fmall,  and  not  Handing  in  need  of  much  aliment. 
Some  Women  are  better  in  Health  when  they  fuckle 
at  fuch  a  time,  than  if  they  (hould  preferve  all  the 
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Humours  for  the  Foetus  they  have  conceived.  Thefe 
Humours  being  copious  with  them,  may  fuffocate 
the  Foetus ,  when  they  are  not  employ’d  for  other  uie  * 
which  Reafon  obliges  usfometimes  to  bleed  fuch  Per- 
lons,  to  eafe  them  of  the  too  great  quantity  of  Blood, 
and  render  their  Laying-in  more  profperous. 

ART.  VI, 

Of  the  Time  that  Men  and  Jfomen  ceafe  to  Engender <, 

THE  World  is  full  of  Productions,  even  in  the 
very  Intrails  of  the  Earth.  .  ’Tis  the  only  means 
to  keep  up  the  Tye  and  Union  of  the  Univerle.  Man 
being  the  Ornament  of  the  World,  is  no  ways  remils 
in  generating  from  the  Age  of  Difcretion  to  old  Age, 
he  is  perpetually  employ’d  in  an  amorous  Commerce, 
as  if  his  aim  was  rather  to  eternize  human  Nature, 
than  to  preferve  Life  and  Health.  For  without  di¬ 
spute,  the  moil  Lafcivious  and  moft  Voluptuous  are 
the  fhorteft  Liv’d.  Sparrows,  which  love  their  Fe¬ 
males  fo  defperately,  live  not  above  threl  or  four 
Years.  The  natural  Heat  being  wafted  by  Love,  and 
wanting  before  its  time,  makes  them  alio  end  their 
Days  the  fooner.  For  this  reafon  Painters  have  re_' 
prefented  a  Lewd  Woman  by  Sappho,  in  a  Triumphal 
Chariot,  drawn  by  Sparrows. 

We  have  above  taken  notice  of  the  time  that  Men 
®nd  Women  begin  to  Engender,  at  prelent  we  (haft 
examine  what  time  they  leave  off. 

Altho’  Phylicians  prolong  the  time  of  the  firft  old 
Age  to  6$  Years,  and  believe  that  a  Man  may  in  the 
common  courfe  of  Nature  procreate  to  fuch  an  Age  ; 
yet  the  Lawyers  tie  themfelves  up  to  60,  after  which 
they  pretend  a  Man  is  impotent,  end  have  made  Laws 
accordingly.  Indeed  Love  forfakes  us  at  thofe  Years  $ 
and  tho’  we  may  preferve  fome  Sparks  of  it  in  our 
Heart  till  Death  ^  yet  they  feldom  kindle  in  our  le¬ 
ered  Parts  after  60,  Age  freezing  us  up  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  that  whatever  Heat  und  Spirits  we  have,  are 
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requir’d  for  our  more  immediate  Prefervation,  andtob 
i  fcant  to  fuller  any  Diffipation. 

The  thoughts  of  paft  Pleafures  are  fufficient  to  ftir 
j  up  our  Paffion,  and  multiply  our  natural  Heat,  when 
I  we  come  to  be  old,  Fire,  Furrs,  and  fofc  Seeds  being 
:  inferior  to  the  Thoughts  and  Refleftions^  on  the  A- 
|  mour  of  our  Youth,  But  the  Body  of  a  Young  W  o- 
j  man  is  ftill  more  efficacious  when  apply’d,  the  com- 
i  municating  heat  of  the  fame  kind  with  ours,  which 
•  is  made  out  by  David's  Experiment,  viz.  that  there  is 
no  better  Remedy  in  the  World.  But  the  poor  Girls 
do  notlaft  long,"  they  imparting  all  their  fweetnefs 
I  and  plealantnefs  to  the  Old  Men,  and  take  what  is 
bitter  and  troublefome  for  themfelves.  But  fuch  in¬ 
nocent  approaches  of  fo  advanced  an  Age,  ought  not 
i to  oblige  an  Old  Man  to  carefsa  Young  Woman.  I 
can’t  tell  but  the  good  King  David  might  aft  lorr.e- 
jthing  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  good  Behaviour,  When 
the  fair  Abifag  was  in  his  Arms,  fince  the  Hiftorian 
informs  us,  that  he  gave  up  the  Ghoft  a  little  after, 

|  The  Motions  of  Nature  are  regulated,  and  it’s  Pro- 
iduftion  determin’d,  as  we  have  prov’d  above  :  And 
tho’  fome  Men  have  got  Children  at  70,  80,  or  100, 

1  they  mult  not  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  Rule  to  limit  Ge¬ 
neration  in  Men. 

1  We  are  told  of  the  Duke  de  St.  Simons  (who  is  ftill 
in  being)  getting  a  Child  at  72,  whole  Qmftening 
the  King  and  Queen  were  at.  And  what  Mneas  Sil- 
\vius  reports  of  Uladijlaus,  King  of  Poland ,  getting 
Children  at  the  Age  of  90  Years,  is  rather  Prodigious 
than  Natural.  Faslix  Platens  reports  a  greater  W on- 
der  of  his  Grandfather,  who  engendred  at  100  Years 
of  Age  j  and  finally  what  Majfa  fays  upon  this  Sub- 
jeft,  is  more  incredible,  viz.  that  a  Man  of  70  Years 
of  Age,  got  his  Wife  (who  was  60)  with  Child, 
which  was  born  imperfeft  1 5  Months  after  Concep¬ 
tion.  "  . 

The  W omens  Cafe  is  different,  they  having  a  mord 
limited  and  (hotter  time  than  Men,  whenever  their 
Perms  ceafe  upon  their  growing  aged,  they  leave  off 
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engendring,  For  which  realbn  the  Law  hath  deter- 
min'd  as  judidoully  in  regard  to  Women  as  to  Men* 
deeming  dhole  Child- bearings  prodigious  that  happen 
after  50  Years,  and  admitting  no  Children  for  Legi¬ 
timate,  that  are  bom  after  fuch  time:  Becauie  in  the . 
Opinion  of  Phyficians,  the  Terms  ceafe  about  the  . 
Age  of  45,  or  50,  and  conlequently  ’ris  impoffible  a 
Child  can  be  engendred,  when  rhe  Woman  ftands  in 
need-  of  things  neceflary  to  form  and  nourifh  it. 

Yet  if  fome  Women  are  fo  vigorous  and  healthy, 
as  to  have  their  Terms  after  the  Age  mention’d  but: 
now,  Ywould  be  a  piece  of  fnjuftice  to  deprive  a 
Child  that  they  (hall  bear  of  rhe  Inheritance  of  its: 
Parents.  No  doubt  but  this  realbn  oblig’d  the  Em¬ 
peror  Henry  to  caufe  his  Ernprefs  aged  50  Years  to  be: 
deliver’d  publickly,  and  in  fight  of  all  the  World,  to* 
take  away  all  Sufpicions  that  might  be  formed  upon: 
this  account. 

Thus  alfo  the  Law  limits  the  Periods  of  Generati¬ 
ons  that  moil  frequently  happen  ^  yet  there  may  be. 
feme  extraordinary  occafion,  wherein  it  ought  not  to: 
take  place,  provided  Men  are  vigorous,  and  the  Terms 
are  not  wanting  in  Women.  For  no  Law  can  be  made, 
fo  juft,  but  it  may  be  prejudicious  to  Ibme  particular 
Perfons,  when  being  penn’d  up  in  fuch  general  Terms, 
as  ro  exclude  every  Body  from  receiving  any  favour 


CHAP.  IV. 


,rhdt  Conjtttution  is  moft  proper  to  render  a  Man  very 
Lajcivious ,  and  a  Woman  very  Amorous. 
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PHilofophers  make  ufe  of  two  means  to  explain  the 
Compofition  of  mixed*  Things  in  the  Univerle, 
which  have  all  a  different  Temperament.  Some  con- 
fider  the  Matter  that  forms  them,  oblerving  it’s  Fi¬ 
gure,  Bignefs  and  Unior/ ;  and  fancy  as  Democritus , 
and  Dm  Cartes ,  chat  they  may  iufficiently  explain 
Nature  by  the  Atoms  that  compofe  it.  Others  as 


Hippocrates  and  AriJIotJe ,  are  of  Opinion,  That  the 
Matter  of  mixed  things  cannot  be  without  quality  5 
and  that  Feeling  being  the  Judge  of  the  firll  and  le- 
cond  Qualities,  they  may  alio  thereby  better  make 
Nature  known.  Arifiotle  calls  the  fecond  Qualities 
Corporeal  Effe£ts,  or  Material  Conditions,  which  I 
may  call  Qualities  of  the  Matter.  He  makes  two 
lores :  Some  Aftive,  as  the  power  of  hardning  and 
foftning,  thickning,  &c.  and  others  Pafiive,  which 
are  Effefls  of  the  lame  Faculty  ;  as  hardnels,  thick- 
nefs,  thinneft,  &c.  « 

From  a  Body  thus  compos’d  of  Matter  and  Quali¬ 
ties,  tofpeak  with  thefe  la  it  Philosophers,  derives  a- 
nother  Quality,  which  we  may,  with  Galen ,  call  Pro¬ 
priety  of  the  Subftance,  with  VeUeJinm  Quality  of  the 
mixture  of  Matter  ;  or,  Laftly,  with  others  an  occult 
Quality,  which  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  Effence  and 
Temperament  ot  the  Mixture,  infomuch  that  we 
may  lay,  that  the  Temperament  is  nothing  but  a 
Quality  reiulting  from  the  Mixture  of  Matter  and 
Elementary  Qualities.  For  as  leveral  different  Voi¬ 
ces  make  up  an  Harmony,  when  they  are  well  mix¬ 
ed  j  even  alio  thefe  Matters  and  Qualities,  tho’  con¬ 
trary,  unite  fo  it r icily  to  one  another,  as  to  make  a 
Temperament  wherein  they  are  difcernable.  That  ’tis 
true,  the  Temperament  is  an  Union  and  Order  of 
Things  oppoiite  one  to  another. 

Several  Things  are  to  be  obferv’d  in  the  Compofi- 
tion  of  Bodies ;  hut  there  are  but  few  that  we  can 
clearly  and  diitinflly  know.  I  own  that  we  know 
who  is  the  Author  of  the  Works  we  lee  every  Day, 
and  that  we  are  fenfible  of  the  Matter.  But  ’tis  dif¬ 
ficult  to  conceive  how  (to  make  ufe  of  the  Example 
of  Man’s  f  ormation)  fucha  variety  of  Temperaments 
are  produc’d  by  a  Email  Quantity  of  Seed. 

Thole  that  pretend  to  top  others  in  this  lort  of 
Knowledge,  are  oblig’d  to  own,  after  having  made 
what  learch  they  can,  that  they  know  left  than  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  that  the  Temperament  of  Man,  which  they 
go  about  to  examine,  is  lb  difficult  to  be  compre- 
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comprehended,  that  they  are  conftratned  to  day,  they 

only  know  it  in  grofs. 

Phyiicians  admit  of  four  furs  of  Temperaments, 
in  which  only  one  predominant  Quality  takes  the 
upper-hand,  and  count  Four  others,  which  they  call 
Compound,  where  two  Qualities  are  Miftrefles.  The 
firit  Temperaments  are  fcarce,  there  being  hardly  any 
Quali  ty  but  what  is  accompany ’d  with  another  that 
is  Enemy  to  him.  Some  add  a  Ninth  Temperament, 
which  they  call  even  or  regular,  the  Qualities  being 
upon  an  equal  Lay  :  But  becaufe  we  do  not  meet 
with  it  in  Men,  and  that  the  Matter  and  Qualities  of' 
Elements  are  not  fo  juftly  mixt  together  ;  but  fome 
one  or  other  deems  to  predominate,  we  fhall  pafs  it 
by,  being  invented  in  the  Schools  only  to  ferve  for  a 
Rule  to  the  reft. 

A  R  T.  I. 

Illicit  Temperament  a  Man  ought  to  have  to  be  very 

Lafcivious. 

HAVING  explain’d  in  plain  Terms  the  different 
Tempers  of  Mankind  I  fhall  now  come  to 
Particulars,  and  examine  what  Temper  both  Sexes 
ought  to  be  of,  to  be  moft  Lafcivious. 

To  confider  a  young  Man  of  2y,  one  would  take 
him  to  be  a  Satyr y  who  leeks  every  where  without 
Hop  or  if  ay  to  affwage  his  Paffion  :  All  Women  are 
agreeable  to  him  in  the  Dark  *  he  refufes  none,  tho1 
never  fo  ugly,  and  is  always  in  a  Condition  to  fatisfy 
them  ;  his  reafon  not  being  able  to  bridle  his  Amo¬ 
rous  eagernels,  and  his  Conftitution  too  hot  to  fuffer 
him  to  be  fubjeft  to  its  Rules  *  he  would  even  marry 
the  Statue  of  Fortune  which  he  loves  to  excefs,  if: 
the  Magiftrates  would  permit  him,  and  that  pub- 
lickly,  as  did  another  young  Spark,  who  carefs’d  the; 
Statue  of  the  Gnidian  Venus ,  made  by  I'raxitiles. 

’Tistrue,  every  thing  favours  his  irregular  Senfuali- 
ties.  Nothing  in  the  World  being  wanting,  whate¬ 
ver: 
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ver  juicy  Aliments,  and  delicious  Drinks  can  be  met 
with  are  for  him,  and  making  always  good  chear,  his 
Belly  is  full,  and  the  genital  Parts  that  are  not  fardi- 
ftant  from  it  continually  fwoln,  according  to  St.  Je- 
roms  Remarks ;  infbmuch  that  good  Victuals,  and 
excellent  Wine,  contribute  much  to  his  Lafeiviouf 
nefs.  Hence,  without  doubt,  does  the  pretty  Latin 
Proverb  derive  its  Origin,  which  lofes  its  Grace  if 
tranfljted  into  our  Tongue:  SineCerere  &  Baccofriget 
Venus  Indeed  all  is  Ice  in  Love,  but  what  isftamp- 
ed  by  the  Grape-fione  and  Wheat-grain,  which  are 
proper  F:gures  of  thefecret  Parts  of  Men  and  Women, 
Idieneis  is  one  of  the  Sources  of  dilhoneft  Love  ; 
and  for  this  very  reafon  the  Fable  has  marry ’d  Mars 
and  Venus.  For  we  perceive  more  amorous  Diforders 
jn  an  Army,  than  in  an  whole  Kingdom  befides,  be- 
caufe  the  Soldiers  are  not  always  bufy  in  War. 

The  Countrv  and  Climate  contribute  nor  a  little  to 
the  Lafcivioufnefs  of  Men.  We  fee  more  chalfe  at 
Stockholm,  than  at  Sevill  or  Naples,  places  where  Mon- 
fters  are  often  born,  which  are  the  Eftefts  of  an  abo¬ 
minable  Love. 

The  Hiiiory  related  by  St.  Avjlin ,  is  a  Proof  of 
what  I  advance. 

“  The  Governor  of  Jntiochia ,  fays  he,  preffing  a 
“  Merchant  once  to  give  him  a  Pound  of  Gold,  put 
“  the  poor  Man  to  defpair ;  and  not  being  in  a  condi- 
“  tion  to  anfwer  fuch  a  Demand,  he  communicated 
“  it  to  his  Wife  5  who  to  put  her  Husband  out  of 
“  pain,  asked  him  leave  to  proftitute  herfelf  to  a  rich 
“  Merchant  that  had  courted  her  for  fome  Days,  (he 
C!  being  in  hopes,  by  this  means,  to  fatisfy  the  gree- 
‘c  dinefs  of  the  Governor,  and  to  eafe  her  Husband  by 
“  receiving  the  Sum  of  this  Man.  The  Husband  con- 
“  fents,  and  (he  proftituted  herfelf;  but  the  Mer-< 
“  chant  inftead  of  giving  a  Pound  of  Gold,  as  they 
had  agreed,  gave  her  a  Pound  of  Earth.  The 
tc  Woman  furpriz’d  at  his  breach  of  Faith,  made  hey 
ct  Complaint  to  the  Governor,  who  made  the  Met- 
“  chant  pay  the  Woman  what  he  had  promis’d, 
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A  Man  that  is  mov’d  by  all  thofe  Caufes  of  Lafci- 
vioufnefs  but  now  fpoken  of,  and  befides  of  a  hot 
and  dry  Conftitution,  buffers  often  his  indifcreetPaf- 
fion  to  a£f,  without  any  defire  of  curbing  it.  His 
Heart  being  heard,  puts  a  Blood  extream  hot,  fubtil, 
and  full  of  Spirits,  into  all  the  Parts  which  inflames 
the  Body,  that  his  high  Pulfe  being  both  a  Sign  and 
EfFeH:  thereof,  feems  more  firm  and  frequent  when  ’tis 
touch’d. 

By  this  Hipporates  difcern’d  the  inordinate  Love  of 
Perdlccas ,  for  Phile  his  Father’s  Miftrefs. 

His  Liver,  in  which  Bowel  according  to  Galen ,  Love 
has  eftablifh’d  its  Seat,  is  full  of  Fire  and  Sulphur, 
and  the  Body  to  which  it  communicates  its  Humors, 
is  all  yellow  by  the  Bile  it  Engenders!  The  exceffive 
Heat  thickens  his  Blood,  and  renders  it  melancholy ; 
Infomuch,  that  by  this  Quality  it  preferves  longer 
the  heat  that  hath  been  communicated.  The  Hare 
being  one  of  the  moft  melancholy  Creatures,  is  alfo 
one  of  the  moft  Lafcivious. 

Such  a  Man’s  Brain  is  not  cold  enough  to  temper 
the  heat  of  his  Heart  and  Liver,  it  being  all  dry’d  up 
by  the  exceffive  Fire  of  Love, that  he  has  no  more  Brains 
than  that  impudent  Quack,  who  was  not  long  ago 

b  altered. 

His  Kidneys,  where  the  Scriptures  fix  the  Seat  of 
Concupifcence,*  are  fo  hot,  that  they  inflame  .the 
Neighbouring  Parts,  and  heat  dilating  the  Sperma¬ 
tic  k  Veflels,  makes  the  Seed  flow  in  great  plenty  ;  In 
fuch  fort  that  a  Man  thus  amorous  would  not  be  a- 
fham’d  to  be  lerv’d  at  Table  by  naked  Women,  as  did 
the  Emperor  Tiberius ,  nor  to  be  carry’d  in  publick  by 
others,  as  did  the  infamous  Heliogabahs. 

To  confider  the  outward  Carriage  of  this  Man,  he 
deems  to  fly  when  he  walks,  his  Fat  does  not  trouble 
him,  it  fuffices  be  is  flefhy  and  nervous,  to  be  both 
nimble  and:  lafcivious!  He  is  of  a  middle  fize,  has  a 
large  Brea  ft..  big  and  ftrong  Voice.  The  Colour  of 
his  Countenance  is  brown  and  fwa'rthy,  mix’d  with  a 
little,  red  x  and  if  you  uncover  him,  his  Skin  will 
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not  appear  very  white.  He  has  fparkllng  Eyes,  a  large, 
big,  and  aqualine  Nofe  :  His  Arm  is  trimnfd  with 
Veins  full  of  fubtil  Blood,  when  you  touch  him  you 
fancy  your  hand  in  the  Fire:  His  Skin  is  fo  rough 
and  dry,  that  the  Hair  which  almoft  covers  ir,  only 
feems  to  foften  it :  The  Hair  of  his  Head  is  hard, 
black,  and  curl’d,  and  he  doth  not  trouble  himfelf 
with  cutting  of  it,  by  the  fame  reafon  the  Auvergnats , 
who  never  (hear  their  Sheep,  increafe  their  Stock,  nor 
cut  the  Mains  of  their  Horfes,  becaufe  experience  has 
made  them  obferve,  that  by  fo  doing  the  Spirits  dif 
fipate,  and  coniequently  that  his  pernicious  to  Lafci- 
oufnefs  and  Generation.  His  Beard  is  a  fi go  of  his 
admirable  ability  in  getting  Children,  and  betokens 
the  firengrh  and  vigour  of  his  Complexion,  it  being 
thick,  black,  and  hard.  His  privy  Pans  are  as’ were 
bury’d  in  Hair,  and  Nature’s  forwardnefs  in  caufing 
it  grow  from  the  Age  of  1 3  or  14,  gives  Proofs  of  the 
irregular  Lafcivioufnefs  which  in  time  mantfefts  ir 
felf. 

’Tis  certain,  according  to  what  Naturaiifls  obferve. 
That  Birds  that  have  the  moft  Feathers,  love  rnoft  de- 
fperately  their  Females,  becaufe  they  have  more  va¬ 
porous  Excrements  :  So  Men  that  are  very  hairy  are 
moil:  amorous,  their  humidity  being  fubdu’d  by  excels 
of  heat,  which  neverthelefs  is  not  capable  to  render 
them  lick. 

This  fharp  Heat  dries  the  Brain  and  Brain-pan  of 
fafcivious  Men,  and  renders  them  fo  loon  bald  5,  for 
they  are  depriv’d  with  fuch  moift  Vapours,  as  produ¬ 
ces  Hair  on  their  Head  5  nor  can  the  Hair  pierce  fuch 
ja  thick  and  hard  Skin,  as  is  that  of  thole  of  a  hot 
'and  dry  Temperament :  Wherefore  we  ought  not  to 
admire  at  their  being  bald,  and  at  its  increaiing  every 
Day  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  Women.  Which  drew 
upon  Julius  Ckfat  this  flinging  Jeer,  publifh’d  at 
Rome ,  when  he  was  carry’d  in  Triumph  :  Romani  fer- 
vata  uxores,  m&chimcalmim  adducmus.  This  Emperor 
was  fo  luftful  and  lafcivious,  that  he  changed  his  law¬ 
ful  Wives  four  times  -3  he  alfo  debauch’d  Cleopcetr^  by 
:  -  G  4  .  whom 


(  9*  ) 

whom  he  had  C afar  ion  ^  was  defperately  in  love  with 
Etinoe  Queen  of  Mauritania  •  carefs’d  PoJihumiaWnQ 
of  Servilim  Sulpitius  -  Lottia  Gabinius’s  Wile  •,  TertuUa 
Crajjiuss  Wife  -  Murcia  Pompefs  Wife,  and  Servilia 
Cato's  Sifter,  and  Mother  of  Marcus  Brutus.  Betides  if 
fuch  a  L'alcivious  Man  has  loft  a  Leg,  h  e  will  behave 
himfelf  better  than  another  with  his  Wife;  for  the 
maimed  Parts  receiving  no  Nourifhment,  the  Blood 
flops  in  the  Genitals,  and  renders  them  ftronger  and 
more  lafcivious  than  thole  of  other  Men. 

The  Man  whofe  Pourtrait  we  have  drawn,  is  of 
fuch  a  hot  Temperament,  that  if  he  pofiefs’d  the 
Vertue  of  the  molt  holy  Perfons,  his  Nature  would 
always  incline  him  to  the  Love  of  Women.  One  might 
as  foon  extinguifh  a  great  Fire  with  a  drop  of  Water, 
and  might  looner  oblige  a  rapid  River  to  run  back  to 
its  Spring,  than  correct  his  natural  bent  and  propenfity. 
This  inordinate  Paffion  heating  his  Imagination,  per¬ 
petually  caules  all  the  Diforders  of  his  Life.  Defire 
is  in  Arms  againft  his  Reafon,  and'  overcomes  it  at 
every  Moment.  In  a  word ;  ’tis  an  habitual  Infirmi¬ 
ty  ^  which  commonly  feizes  foolifh  Souls  only,  that 
are  dazzled  by  the  Beauty  of  Women.  Kings  and 
Wine  are  very  powerful;  but  in  truth  a  Woman  is 
more,  and  God  muft  work  a  Wonder,  to  make  fuch 
a  Man  abandon  his  amorous  Humour. 

r  t  r  •  4  ,  -  _ 

;  When  the  Pleafures  of  Matrimony  are  too  clofely 
purfu’d,  fays  St.Jupn  in  hisConfeffionS,  thefe  fame 
Pleafures  become  a  Cuftom,  and  Cuftom  a  Neceffity.  - 

Love  exercifes  the  fame  power  upon  his  Soul,  as 
on  his  Body;  inflaming  and  rendring  his  Paffion  with* 
out  Example,  As  foon  as  he  perceives  a  Woman  a  lit¬ 
tle  uncover d,  his  privy  Parts  are  'in  Motion,  and  with 
a  little  Reflection  on  the  Obje£t,  receives  as  great  an 
Impreffion,  as  a  certain  Leacher  did  from  the  Rod,  of 
whom  we  are  told,  that  he  ne’er  carefs’d'  his  Wife 
more  ardently,than  when  he  was  moft  cruelly  flaug’d. 

But  when  this  Fire  fhall  be  in  feme  mealure  quench¬ 
ed  by  the  coldnels  of  Age,  Love  will  infpire  thisMan 
with*’ Wit  and  agreeable  Humour ,  butfo  as  not  quite 
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to  ftifle  the  Flame  nourifh’d  in  his  Bofom.  To  the 
contrary  it  will  be  more  violent  than  formerly  it  was. 
It  will  then  be  a  red-hot  Iron  that  preferves  its  Fire 
longer.  His  Bile  formerly  the  Source  of  all  this  A- 
morous  Tranfports,  changes  by  degrees  into  a  thick 
Humour  and  Melancholy,  which  would  be  the  caufe 
of  other  inordinate  Sensualities,  were  his  Member  in 
a  capacity  to  obey  his  Defire. 

•  Whence  ’tis  evident  by  all  the  Signs  abovemention’d, 
that  Men  of  a  hot  and  dry  Conltiturion,  bilious  or 
melanc holly,  are  the  moft  Lafcivious,  and  neither 
want  natural  Appetite,  nor  motions  of  Concupifcence, 
they  having  Plenty  of  Matter,  and  vuparous  Spirits 
that  difpofe  their  privy  Parts  perpetually  to  be  amo- 
roully  joyn’d  to  a  Woman.  And  thole  that  are  of  a 
cold  and  moitt  Conftitution,  call’d  Sanguine,  Love 
more  delperately  than  the  other  ^  yer  the  Seed  not 
being  accompany’!  with  fo  (harp  a  Quality  as  to 
tickle  them  at  every  moment,  conf-quendy  renders 
them  left  dutiful.  'Pericles  was  of  this  lafl  Tempera¬ 
ment,  becaute  he  marry’d  a  Cowtizana ,  after  ha¬ 
ving  enquir’d  of  her  paid  Lire.  A  great  many  Snif¬ 
fers  and  Germans  praftice  the  tame  now  a-days,  and 
for  the  moft  part  find  them feives  well  in  their  Choice. 

A  R  T.  II. 

What  Confutation  a  Woman  mvf  be  of  to  be  very  Loving  '. 

LOve  inflames  a  Young  Womans  Heart  that  is  plea¬ 
ted  with  idlenels,  Flattery,  Feafts,  fine  Cloaths 
and  Love  Difcourfes,  to  that  degree,  that  the  is  at  the 
long-run  forc’d  to  yield  to  its  incitements,  and  not 
able  to  repulfe  its  Attacks.  Befides,  the  is  led  by  a 
natural  bent  to  this  loft  Paffion.  If  you  confider  her 
outfide,  the  is  middle  fix’d  $  has  a  ftaggering  and  wan¬ 
ton  Walk,  and  moderate  plight  of  Body.-  She  is 
brown,  and  thole  fparkling  Eyes  of  hers  are  iigns 
of  a  hidden  Flame  ••  Her  Mouth  is  pretty  and  well 
made  but  fomewhat  large,  her  Nofe  is  lomewhat 
•"  1  *  -  ■  ;  -•  -  ■  ",  T  "  flat 
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flat  and  turn’d  up  §  her  Breafls  large  and  hard  . 
her  Voice  ftrong,  and  her  Sides  wide.  Her  Hair  is 
Hack,  long,  and  fomewhat  hard,  and  fhe  has  per¬ 
ceiv’d  the  .  Down  on  her  privy  Parts  ever  fince  the 
nth  or  1 2th  Year,  it  having  already  excited  fome 
amorous  Motions,  the  heat  of  her  billious  Conftitu- 
tion  forwards  her  -Terms,  and  puts  her  upon  feme 
Courfes  not  becoming  her  Sex,"  that  Vis  no  wonder 
if  (he  ftill  continue  an  indiicreet  Commerce. 

The  more  a  part  is  irriated  by  Pain  or  Pleafure,  By 
reafon  of  the  Blood  and  Spirits  brought  to  it,  the 
more  violent  Effluxions  there  enfue.  Firft  of  all  fuch 
a  Woman  was  only  rouz’d  in  amorous  Embraces ;  but 
now  her  Paflages  ate  open,  and  bring  plenty  of  Blood 
and  Spirits  to  her  privy  Parts :  The  leaft  amorous  mo¬ 
tion  renders  her  Paffion  fo  violent,  that  ’tis  pa  it  her 
skill  to  moderate  it.  In  vain  Parents  ad  vile  her  5  the 
Rules  of  Modefty  and  Decency  are  uielefs,  and  what 
ReiieXions  fhe  may  make  thereupon  are  out  of  Sea- 
Ion.  There  is  no  Room  for  Venue  or  Temperance, 
when  Paffion  fways,  and  our  Temperament  obliges  us 
to  Love.  Witnefs  Bov.ua  of  Savoy,  Wife  of  Galeazzo 
Sforza,  who  could  never  be  recall’d  from  her  lewdnefs. 

One  might  fooner  drain  the  Ocean,  and  catch  the 
Stars  with  their  Hands,  than  break  fuch  a  Woman  of 
her  evil  inclinations :  Her  Nature, 'Beauty,  Health 
and  Youth  are  great  Obftacles  to  her  Chaftity,  and 
combine  to  teach  her  Love  and  Tendernefs.  She  feems 
afham’d,  and  fancies  it  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  good 
Behaviour,  to  refufe  a  well  built  Young  Man  that  courts 
her  with  a  good  Grace  ^  and  tho’  perchance  fhe  is  back¬ 
ward  in  granting  Favours,  being  fometimes  retain’d 
by  fome  fmall  remainder  of  Modefty,  her  Mind  runs 
the  more  upon  it,  and  is  defirous  to  yield  with  grea¬ 
ter  Tranfport.  She  feels  a  fecret  bent  to  be  amoroufly 
tied  to  a  Man,  and  the  Rib,  whereof  her  Mother  has 
left  a  fmall  part,  has  a  perpetual  inftinX  to  be  rejoin¬ 
ed  to  the  Perfon  it  hath  been  feparated  from,  and  in 
that  has  a  mind  to  imitate  Eve,  who  neither  eat  nor 
drank  till  fhe  was  careffed  by  her  Husband.  There  is 
•"  ‘  no 
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no  excefs  of  Love  but  what  fuch  a  Young  Woman  is 
brought  into,  when  the  Objeft  is  agreable  to  her  Fa% 
cy,  that  (hould  (he  want  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying 
her  (elf,  (he  would  fall  into  a  fury  of  Love,  which  is 
difficultly  remedied,  (he  then  begins  to  talk  impudent¬ 
ly,  aft  Lalcivioufly,  and  when  the  Diftemper  permits 
her,  her  Eyes  cully  out  a  Perfon  that  may  be  able  to 
cure  her. 

This  amorous  Fury  reaches  (ometimes  fo  far,  as  to 
oblige  her  to  folicit  a  Man  to  embrace  her  tenderly, 
and  to  proftitute  herlelf  to  the  firft  comer ;  but  if 
perchance  (lie  is  got  with  Child,  every  thing  is  calm, 
her  amorous  Parts  being  as  ’twere  Glutted;  as  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  the  Woman  (tho’  Vertuous)  Mention  d  by 
Matthias  de  gradis. 

Yet  all  amorous  Women  are  not  alike ;  Come  are 
Aflive,  Inconftant,  Pratling,  Bold  and  Reftleis ;  o- 
thers  appear  Sad,  Solitary,  Timid  and  Languishing.' 
Some  are  not  afham’d  to  publi(h  what  others  conceal 
with  (o  much  care.  Suetonius  informs  us,  that  Tibe¬ 
rius  caus’d  all  the  lafcivious  Poftures  collefled  out  of 
the  Book  of  the  Courtizana  Eleph antis  to  be  painted 
in  his  Hall.  Others  are  obferv’d  to  fear  the  ill  con¬ 
fluence  of  Love,  and  divert  themfelves  with  Women 
as  if  they  were  Men.  ’Tis.what  the  Poet  Martial 
bitterly  reproaches  Bajfa  with.  We  know  befidesthat 
Mogilla  delerv’d  the  (ame  Reproach,  and  that  the  Les¬ 
bian  Sappho  entertain’d  a  great  number  of  Women  for 
the  like  diverfion. 

A  Maid  defires  more  paffionately  to  be  careffed  than 
a  married  Woman,  if  we  do  believe  St.  Jerome ,  and 
after  him  St.  Thomas ;  becaufe  having  not  as  yet  rafted 
the  Pleafures  an  amorous  Conjunction  caufes,  they  i- 
magin  them  quite  different  from  what  they  really  are. 
But  Experience,  which  thefe  two  great  Men  had  not, 
teaches  us  the  contrary,  and  we  are  Pure  that  a  Wo¬ 
man  that  knows  what  it  is,  has  more  difficulty  to  re¬ 
fill  the  affaults  of  Love.  Inftance  Semiramis ,  who 
after  having  lamented  the  Death  of  her  Husband, 
proftituted  her  felf  to  a  great  many  Perfons,  and  built 
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abundance  of  Maufoleutm,  where  fhe  buried  fuch  as 
ihe  had  taken  unlawful  pleafures  with,  in  order  to 
conceal  the  better  her  diforderly  Love,  and  hide  her 
Lewdnefs  from  the  Eyes  of  Men. 

Tis  faid  a  Barren  Woman  is  more  amorous  than  a 
Fruitful  one,  and  there  is  fome  reafon  to  confirm  it ; 
for  the  irregular  defire  of  the  firft  to  perpetuate  by 
Generation  being  confider’d,  and  the  heat  of  her  In¬ 
trails  the  molt  common  caufe  of  her  Sterility,  we 
muft  own  that  fhe  muft  be  more  Lafciyious  than  the 
other.  Witnefs  the  Malabar  Women,  which  by  real 
Ion  of  the  heat  of  their  Climate,  are  none  of  the 
moft  Fruitful  ^  and  for  this  fame  reafon  are  allow’d  to 
take  as  many  Husbands  as  they  pleafe,  becaufe  the 
Children  according  to  Law  are  only  noble  on  their  fide. 

But  a  teeming  Woman  that  ought  to  have  glutted 
her  Paffion,  does  ftill  continue  her  loving  defperately.’ 
Witnefs  Popilia-,  who  being  once  interrogated  about 
the  inordinate  Paffion  of  teeming  Women  in  refpeft 
to  other  Creatures,  anfwer’d  Wittily,  that  fhe  did 
not  in  the  leaft  wonder  that  the  Females  of  Brutes 
difliked  at  fuch  times  their  Males,  becaufe  they  were 
really  Brutes.  ‘ 

May  be  we  might  not  want  Reafon  to  excufe  this 
heat  in  teeming  Women:  And  if  we  had  a  defign  to 
make  ufe  of  Morality,  we  could  alledge,  that  God 
has  given  them  fuch  ardent  defires  only  to  preferve  the 
Chaflity  of  their  Husbands,  and  to  deferve  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  virtuous  in  refitting  Love  to  the  utmoft: 
of  their  Power. 

The  Paffion  of  inordinate  Love  caufes  fuch  ft  range 
Diforders,  what  ftate  or  condition  foever  Women  are 
in,  when  once  it  feizes  their  Mind,  that  they  enter- 
prize  Murther,  Treafon  or  Poyfonings,  chiefly  to 
bring  about  their  impudent  defigns.  Pontia  poyfon’d 
her  two  Children  with  Aconitum,  to  commit  Adulte¬ 
ry:  And  Tarpeja  betray’d  her  Country,  by  furnifhing 
means  to  the  Gauls  to  take  the  Capital,  becaufe  fhe 
lov’d  their  King.  Joan  of  Naples,  that  infamous  Prin- 
cels,  ftrangled  Jndrofa  her  firft  Husband  at  her  Win- 
•  •  \  '  -  “ ■  : A  ‘ '  dow- 
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dow-gates,  becaule  this  unfortunate  young  Prince 
could  not  fatisfy  her  enormous  Luft.  But  what  pro¬ 
bability  is  there  that  one  Man  fhould  quench  the 
Flame  of  a  lafcivious  Woman,  when  fifty  could  not 
no  it  formerly  to  Mejfalina.  The  Womb  of  a  Woman 
is  in  the  Number  of  the  infatiable  things  mention’d 
in  the  Scriptures  $  and  I  cannot  tell  whether  there  is 
any  thing  in  the  World,  its  greedinefs  may  be  com¬ 
par’d  unto  |  neither  Hell  fire,  nor  the  Earth  being  lb 
devouring,  as  the  privy  Parts  of  a  Lafcivious  Woman.- 

Were  there  ever  more  criminal  Paffions,  and  more 
Impudently  beheld  than  in  Ve ft  ilia.  Wife  of  Titulus 
Labco ,  who  declar’d  loudly  before  theiEdils  nf  Rome , 
that  (he  had  refolv’d  to  live  the  Remainder  of  the  Days 
in  the  quality  of  a  Woman  of  the  Town. 

The  Paifion  of  being  clofely  joined  to  a  Man,  is  far 
the  moft  part  upon  extreams  in  a  Woman.  'Tis  a 
defire  without  Judgment  and  without  Meafure  •,  for 
fome  have  rendred  themfelves  miferably  poor  to  fatis¬ 
fy  their  Luft.  Cbloe  was  the  Bubble  of  Lvpcrcus  by 
her  Prodigality  ^  and  Semprovia,  who  was  id  knowing, 
loved  Men  better  than  ever  fhe  was  belov’d  of  them, 
and  did  neither  Ipare  her  Purfe  nor  Reputation  to  fatis¬ 
fy  her  Paifion. 

I  own  that  Love  makes  Women  inaiicreet  j  but 
thole  that  pais  for  the  moft  chafte  have  often  no  leis 
Flame,  for  being  more  reierv’d  than  others,  that  Wo¬ 
man  is  chafte,  which  may  be  never  was  ask’d  the  Quefti- 
on ;  for  if  you  examine  ftriftly  thofe  that  pais  for  the 
moft  Vertuous,  perhaps  they’ll  be  found  as  Criminal 
as  the  reft,  and  but  few  modeft  and  honeft.  The  E- 
phejian  Matron,  whole  Hiftory  Petronim  makes  Seneca 
agreeably  relate,  being  the  admiration  of  all  the  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Provinces,  by  reaibn  of  her  Chaftity,  yield¬ 
ed  at  la  ft  to  a  Soldier. 

Penelope ,  the  Example  of  Vertue  among  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  did  v kid  To  much  to  her  unlawful  Plea iu res  dur¬ 
ing  the  abfence  of  Ulijfes ,  that  ihe  had  a  Child  that 
took  the  Nature  of  all  thoie  that  had  contributed 
to  get  him  $  and  Lucretia  that  palled  among  the  Ro¬ 
mans 


.  C  !>8  )  , 

i mam  for  Veftue  itfeif,  is  not  exempted  from  the  Crime 
for  ftabing  herfelf.  For  admitting  it  no  lewdnefs  to 
be  ravifhed,  there  can  be  no  juft  ice  in  killing  one’s  felf 
when  Innocent :  So  that  by  punilhing  herfelf,  (he  in¬ 
timated  that  the  Crime  was  fo  enormous  as  to  deferve 
Death  from  her  own  Hands. 

We  muft  own  then,  that  Women  are  naturally  in¬ 
clin’d  to  Love  :  And  that  as  their  Conftitution  is  one 
of  the  Caufes  of  this  Paffion,  Education  and  Liberty 
which  now  a-days  is  allow’d  to  the  Fair  Sex,  contri¬ 
bute  no  fmall  (hare  to  fuch  diforders :  and  whatever 
may  be  faid,  I  think  it  would  not  be  unjuft  to  order 
what  was  formerly  praftifed  at  Paris ,  when  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  levvdnefswas  averred.  They  made  the  Husband 
ftride  an  Afs  with  the  Tail  in  his  Hands,  his  Wife 
leading  the  Afs,  and  an  Herald  crying  through  the 
Streets.  The  fame  mil  be  done  to  him  that  fall  do  it. 
Much  fuch  another  Cuftom  was  in  Vogue  in  Catalonia 
the  Husband  paid  the  Fines,  when  the  Wife  was  con¬ 
victed  of  Adultery,  as  if  the  fault  ought  rather  to  be 
imputed  to  the  Husband  than  the  Wife. 


A  R  T.  Ill; 

/ 

Which  is  the  mofl  Amorous ,  the  Man  or  the  Woman  ? 

LOVE  is  commonly  confounded  with  Heafure, 
and  Heat  with  Luff:  But  to  fpeak  truth,  Plea- 
fure  is  only  an  efFeft  of  Love,  and  Luft  not  always 
found  where  the  greatett  heat  is.  Our  defign  here  is 
to  examine  which  of  the  two  Sexes  is  molt  Amorous, 
and  molt  Lafcivious,  reierving  for  another  place  that 
Queftion,  which  of  the  two  takes  mofl:  pleafure  in 
amorous  Careffes. 

Thofe  that  will  have  Men  to  be  more  Lafcivious 
than  Women  fay,  that  a  Man  has  more  heat,  a  firmer 
Pulfe,  ftronger  Breath,  and  that  his  Entrails  and  Skin 
are  hotter  and  dryer;  that  he  is  more  Hairy,  lives 
longer,  and  is  more  Active.  In  fine,  that  he  attacks 
Women  with  more  Vigour. 

’Tis  true,  that  Man  is  abundantly  more  hot  than 
Woman-,  that  he  has  thole  other  qualities  attributed  to 

him. 
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Mm,  but  ftifl  he  is  not  the  more  Lafdvtous.  Love,' 
for  the  moft  part  only  troubles  weak  Minds ;  and  Man 
having  a  ftronger  Mind  than  the  Woman,  is  not  fub- 
je£t  to  fuch  extraordinary  Paffions  and  Tranfports. 
His  Paffion  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  be  ruled  by  his 
Judgment,  whereas  that  of  a  Wotnart  is  without  Rule 
or  Meafure.  For  when  Love  happens  to  be  the  Theme, 
we  are  Children  in  eomparifon  to  Women,  they  know¬ 
ing  more  than  we,  and  being  able  to  give  us  feveral 
Leffons  on  this  SubjefL 

Again  *  Women  have  a  more  lively  Imagination 
than  we,  and  as  they  commonly  live  idle,  Men  being 
embarrafled  and  hurried  in  Bufinefs,  they  have  more 
leifure  to  repent  to  themfelves  the  Objefts  that  Love 
may  form  in  their  Hearts.  Their  -defire  of  fitting 
themfelves,  and  of  preventing  thereby  the  Vacuum  16 
much  abhorred  by  Nature,  is  infatiable  whereas  our 
Paffion  being  moderate,  only  invites  us  to  difcharge 
out  felves.  Befides,  the  Imagination  is  mov’d  by  two 
Reafons  one  is  of  being  moiftened  and  refrefhed ; 
and  the  other  to  get  rid  of  the  matter,  they  engender 
in  greater  quantity  than  we. 

No  Body  can  deny  but  they  are  the  moft  moift  of 
the  two :  Their  plight  of  Body,  Beauty,  and  Terms, 
are  evident  Signs  thereof,  their  Temperature  furnifhes 
them  with  more  Seed,  than  what  comes  to  our  fhare, 
and  expofes  them  to  the  Vapours  and  Fury  •.  f  or  when 
the  Seed  corrupts,  thefe  Diftempers  enfue ;  as  hapned 
not  long  ago  to  the  Virgins  of  Loudun ,  according  to 
the  Opinion  of  Seneri  and  Duncan. 

Men  are  not  fubjeH:  to  any  diford ers  caufed  by  a 
corrupt  Seed  5  whence  fome  lav,  they  have  but  little 
Seed  in  eomparifon  to  Women,  feeing  they  are  never 
hurt  by  the  retention  thereof  becaufe  Nature  findi  g 
a  means  to  difcharge  it  in  Sleep,  by  caufing  agreeable 
Ideas  that  facilitate  its  flowing. 

_  5Tis  no  proof  of  Lutt  and  Leachery  to  be  a  Short 
time  in  amorous  CarefTes  $  ’ris  rather  becaule  the  Mat¬ 
ter  is  no  great  diftance  from  the  place  whence  it  fallies 
forth.  Women  will  be  about  it  a  whole  Day,  as  was 

formerly 
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formerly- Mejfalim,  and  notfo  ready  to  go  away  after 
the  bufinefs  is  over,  as  we  are  after  having  taken  the 
plea fu res  we  expected.  '  • 

Granting  that  thofe  Creatures  that  generate  molt 
Seed,  are  themoft  Lafcivibus,  we  need  not  doubt  but 
that  Women  are  more  amorous  than  we,  the  Child 
being  at  firft  nourilh’d  only  by  this  Matter,  as  we 
/hall  prove  el  lewhere.  Belides  weobferve  that  ampngft 
Erutes  the  molt  Lafcivious  are  commonly  the  fmalleft, 
and  fhorteft  liv’d  ;  and  if  this  be  fo,  no  body  ought 
to  doubt  but  that  Women  are  more  Lafcivious  than 
Men,  becaufe,  generally  fpeaking.they  are  fmaller,  and 
do  not  live  fo  long  as  they  do. 

The  Womb  and  Teiiicles  are  parts  fituated  in  the 
Body  of  a  Woman,  without  being  expbled  to  the 
Injuries  of  a  cold  Air,  as  ours,  which  in  lome  mea- 
fuie  extinguilhes  our  Flame.  We  find  that  Brutes 
which  have  their  privy  Parts  conceal’d  are  more  Laf¬ 
civious  than  others.  Nature  has  made  the  fides  of 
Women  wide,  and  of  fomewhat  railed  Branches  for 
the  more  convenient  pollure  of  the  Womb,  alio  gi¬ 
ven  them  great  Bums,  and  flefhy  Thighs  5  whereas 
Men  have  the  upper  Parts  larger  and  bigger  than  thofe 
below,  the  natural  heat  having  dilated  the  one,  and 
fortify’d  the  other.  ■  •  ...  ..j 

After  all,  might  I  be  allow’d  to  join  Experience  to 
Arguments,  I  would  lay  that  we  have  but  too  many 
Examples  of  what  we  have  advanc’d,  both  in  the 
Writings  of  Pagan  Authors,  and  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  we  need  not  mention  here.  Netthnene ,  and 
Valeria ,  both  coveted  the  Embraces  of  their  own  Fa¬ 
ther.  Jgrippina  proftituted  her  felf  to  her  own  Son. 
Julia  lhar’d  amorous  Plealures  with  the  Emperor  Ca- 
racaUa  her  Son-in-Law,  who  afterwards  marry’d  her. 
A  Damofel  of  Tufcany  in  the  Time  of  Pope  Pius  the 
Fifth,  caus’d  her  felf  to  be  cover’d  by  a  Dog  -,  and 
moft  of  the  Egyptian  Women  copulate  in  thefe  our 
Days  with  Bucks.  And  I  am  very  doubtful,  whether 
the  Satyr ,  who  was  brought  to  Sylla  in  his  Progrels 
thro’  Macedonia ,  was  not  father  an  Emblem  of  a  WOr 
man’s  Luft  than  a  Man’s;  I 
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! fhall  pafs  by  the  two  FanJHna%  and  two  Joans 
of  Naples-.  ’Tis  known  they  were  Lafcivious  and  Im¬ 
pudent  from  their  Infancy,  and  that  in  the  fequei  of 
Time  they  fpar’d  nothing  to  divert  themfelves  with 
Men.  All  Women  are  of  a  different  Temper  from 
Berenice  (who  as  Jofephits  reports)  eloped  from  her 
Husband,  for  being  too  much  carefs’d.  Indeed  an  a- 
morous  Perfon  is  fo  in  every  Condition,  Maid  or  Wife, 
Marry ’d  or  Widow,  Big  and  not  Big,  Barren  or  Fruit' 
ful,  fhe  is  fill  more  Lafcivious  than  Man. 

Laftly,  We  may  add  the  Authority  of  Divines  and 
Lawyers  to  what  is  laid.  The  firft  own  ingenioully, 
that  the  Paffion  of  Love  is  more  excufable  in  Women 
than  Men  5  becaufe  fas  they  alledge)  they  are  more 
fufceptible  thereof ;  and  the  others,  by  the  famerea- 
fon,  punifh  an  Adulterer  with  Death,  but  do  not  buf¬ 
fer  a  Woman  to  iole  her  Life  for  having  fallen  into 
the  like  diforder.  They  are  fatisfy’d  with  having  her 
whipt,  to  (have  her  Head,  and  throw  her  into  a  Mo- 
naftery. 

So  that  we  may  infer,  That  Women  are  by  far 
more  lafcivious,  and  more  amorous  than  Men.  And 
if  Fear  and  Honour  did  not  retain  them,  there  would 
be  bu  t  few  (in  the  natural  Violence  of  their  Paffion) 
bur  what  would  yield  and  do  what  we  are  us:d  to  do 
for  them,  to  keep  or  to  gain  us.  For  my  pari,  I  ad¬ 
mire  at  the  ftrength  of  thole  young  and  pretty  Wo¬ 
mens  Souls, who  refill  fo  couragioufly.  I  am  altonifh’d 
at  their  Combats,  but  tranfported  with  their  Victo¬ 
ries.  Nature  pitches  Nets  for  them  every  where, 
and  gives  them  Battel ;  they  defend  themfelves  gal¬ 
lantly,  and  at  the  fame  time  are  much  more  amorous 
than  C&far  or  Alexander ,  yet  often  conquer  before  they 
have  fought ;  but  at  Iaft  they  muff  yield  to  their  Na¬ 
tural  Paffion,  That  we  may  fay  with  fome  truth  in 
paraphrafing  upon  the  two  Verfes  of  Alceat. 
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In  what  Seafon  we  Carefs  with  mojl  Heat  and  Eagernefs, , 

THE  RE  are  different  Opinions  up  this  Matter  inr 
the  Books  of  Authors,  and  by  Relation  of  thofet; 
Men,  to  whom  I  have  fpoken  thereof.  It  feems  at:1 
firft  impoffible  for' me  to  refolve  this  Queftion  without:1 
diftinguifhing  beforehand  Climates  and  Seafons,  and! 
reflefting  upon  the  Age  and  Cuftoms  of  People. 

The  Heat  is  fo  different  according  to  the  variety  of! 
Climites,  that  the  Effects  it  produces  in  Bodies  are, 
not  alike. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  Kingdom  of  Granada ,  are  ve¬ 
ry  dilcrepant  in  Manners  from  the  Hollanders ,  by  the: 
diftance  of  the  Places  which  they  inhabit,  and  by  the 
difference  of  Heat  that  warms  them.  And  there  is  no: 
doubt,  but  the  Pa  (lion  of  Love  is  more  violent  in  the 
one  than  the  other.  The  Exceffive  Heat  of  the  Air  is 
commonly  the  caufe  of  Choler,  and  the  violence  of 
our  Inclinations.  It  opens  the  Pores  eafily  to  infinuate: 
Into  the  Body,  enlarges  the  Paflages  to  make  the  Hu¬ 
mors  flow  more  violently  5  and  warms  the  Parts  that 
are  cold  by  their  own  proper  Temper :  W  hereas  a: 
moderate  Heat  of  the  Air  does  the  contrary,  it  produ¬ 
cing  Phlegm,  which  caules  quite  oppofite  Effefts. 

Venus  defires  none  but  vigorous  Perfons  to  execute1 
jher  Orders,  young  People  being  too  Effeminate,  and: 
too  Scrupulous,"  and  old  Men  too  Feeble,  and  too 
Timid  :  Middle-age  from  25  to  45:,  is  only  able  to 
difeharge  that  Duty  perfectly.  Befides,  among  all 
tilde  Degrees  of  Ages,  we  mull  chule  a  hot  and  dry) 
Conffitution,  wherein  Choler  or  hot  Melancholy  pre¬ 
dominates,  and  that  with  all  are  firm,  bold,  and: 
amorous.  1  \ 

Phylicians  fay,  That  Cuftom  is  a  fecond  Nature. 
Indeed  thofe  that  are  accuitom’d  often  to  enjoy  the 
Plea  fu  res  of  Wedlock, -have  the  Paflages  of  Genera¬ 
tion 
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tion  more  open,  and  larger  and  bigger  Parts,  r ban 
thole  who  living  in  Defarts  and  Solitudes,  never  fee 
Women  but  in  Dreams. 

The  Retention  of  Seed  in  Men,  and  Terms  in  Wo¬ 
men,  do  not  caule  fo  many  Dilbrders  in  thele  latter, 
after  they  have  often  tailed  the  Pieaiures  of  Love  as 
before.  The  Spirits  and  Blood  by  its  often  palling  in¬ 
to  the  lecret  Parts  of  one  or  the  other  Sex,  keeps 
them  warm  and  dilated  :  Whereas  in  the  privy  Parts 
of  Venerable  Hermets,  and  ever  happy  Virgins,  there 
are  fcarce  any  paflage  for  the  Entrance  of  Spirits  to 
quicken  them,  or  Vefiels  to  bring  Blood  for  their  Nou- 
rilhment,  as  Anatomical  Obfervations  informs  us. 

We  have  Ihewn,  that  the  Conit  itution  of  a  Man  is 
different  from  that  of  a  Woman  :  That  Man,  general¬ 
ly  Ipeaking,  is  hot  and  dry,  full  of  Choler  and  Me¬ 
lancholy,  and  has  an  undaunted  Soul ;  a  firm,  com¬ 
pact,  and  hard  Body.  ’Tis  known  alio,  that  the  Wo¬ 
man  is  cold  and  moift,  that  is  to  fay,  lefs  hot  than 
the  Man.  That  Blood  and  Phlegm  are  the  two  prin¬ 
cipal  Humors  that  predominate  in  the  Body,  which 
render  it  fmooth,  foft,  and  delicate. 

Phyficians  do  not  regulate  Seafons  as  Aftrologers 
do ;  they  have  no  limited  time,  according  to  the  Sen¬ 
timent  of  the  firlt,  nor  certain  number  of  Days  that 
determine  them.  Nothing  but  Cold  diftinguifhes  the 
Seafons.  The  Month  of  September  is  Autumn,  when 
Tis  in  conffant  and  temperate  Weather,  and  Summer 
when  excellive  Heat  is  felt.  Winter  is  lometimes  but 
fora  Month,  Cold  not  being  excellive,  but  during 
that  fpace  of  time,  and  Spring  lafts  4  Months,  a  lweet 
Temperature  of  Air  reigning  all  that  while.  Thofe 
two  firlt  Qualities  rule  the  Seafons  for  the  moft  part, 
and  not  a  determin’d  number  of  Days. 

I  Our  Bodies  receive  the  Air  without  being  able  to 
relilt  the  different  Qualities  it  communicates  unto  us, 
whether  it  be  cold  or  hot,  rough  or  temperate,  it 
makes  fuch  an  Impreliion  upon  us,  that  we  become 
healthy  or  lick,  according  to  the  different  Conditi¬ 
ons  it  is  in,  when  we  breath  or  change  it. 

^  '  H  2 
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This  being  fo,  it  feems  we  may  at  prefen t  anfwer 

the  Queftion  propos’d,  and  reconcile  at  the  fame  time 
all  the  different  Sentiments  on  this  Subjeft.  I  lhall 
not  ftay  to  cite  Paffages,  nor  aft  the  Critick  that 
would  be  too  trcublefome  both  to  my  felf  and  others: 

1  lhall  be  contented  with  faying  what  l  think  of  dif¬ 
ferent  amorous  Motions  we  feel  in  every  Seafon  of 
the  Year.  And  1  fhall  examine  with  what  eagernels 
Man  and  Woman  carets  in  one  time  more  than  ano¬ 
ther. 

The  Exceffive  heat  of  the  Summer'  wafies  and  ex- 
haufts  us  to  that  degree,  that  we  ate  not  then  capa¬ 
ble  of  undertaking  a  Bufinefs,  where  much  Work  is 
requir’d.  Witnefs  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Southern 
Parts,  who  are  fo  faint  and  lazy,  that  they  love  ra¬ 
ther  to  be  idle,  than  to  manage  a  Bufinefs  that  may 
be  painful  unto  them. 

The  excels  of  Heat  in  the  Month  of  July  and  Au- 
gufi,  joining  with  a  boiling  Complexion,  deftroys  the 
statural  heat,  diffipates  the  Spirits,  and  weakens  the 
Parts.  It  produces  much  Choler,  and  (harp  Excre¬ 
ments,  which  afterwards  render  us  feeble  and  lan- 
guifhing.  If  we  fhould  then  be  defirous  of  Copula¬ 
tion,  our  ftrength  fails  us  on  a  fudden  •,  and  tho’  at 
the  beginning,  our  Paffion  furnifhes  us  with  enough 
to  make  fome  Effort,  yet  we  feel  prefently  after, 
Weaknefs  and  extraordinary  Paintings,  which  pre¬ 
vent  our  being  valiant.  And  if  we  have  a  mind  quite 
and  clean  to  deftroy  our  felves,  and  procure  Di tem¬ 
pers,  there  is  no  readier  courfe  to  be  taken,  than  to 
carefs  a  Woman  often  at  that  Seafon.  ||| 

To  the  contrary,  Women  are  molt  amorous  in  the 
Summer-time,  their  cold  and  moift  Temperament 
being  correfted  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  their  Paffages 
are  more  open,  the  Humors  more  agitated,  and  the : 
Imagination  more  moved.  In  this  Seafon  fome  do 
not  flay  till  they  are  asked,  but  follicit  themfelves, 
and  a  negligent  Nakednefs  on  their  fide  makes  us  ea- 
iily  know,  that  they  paffionately  long  to  extinguifh 

the  Fire  which  Nature  has  kindled  in  their  Bofom. 
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In  truth  thofe  amorous  Paffionsare  ill  (har’d.  While 
Women  are  ardent,  we  are  languifhing.  Their  Paf- 
fion  begins  no  (boner  to  appear,  but  ours  diflipates  ;  as 
if  Nature  would  thereby  (hew  us,  that  excels  of  Love 
i  is  abfolutely  contrary  to  the  Health  of  M§n. 

Autumn  commonly  not  lading,  is  more  proper  for 
the  exercife  of  Love.  Aitho’  the  Air  is  hot  and  dry, 
yet  ’tis  temper’d  by  the  frefhnefs  of  the  Nights,  and 
the  inconftancy  of  the  Seafon.  Men  are  not  lb  infla¬ 
med  in  that  Seafon,  and  their  Natural  Heat  is  Aronger. 
There  is  not  (o  quick  a  diflipation  made,  the  Pores 
not  being  then  lo  open  :  Yet  as  we  are  but  outer  the 
ardent  heat  of  the  Summer,  and  weakned  by  grievous 
Indilpofitions  that  happen  in  Autumn  :  I  muft  own 
that  we  are  not  in  a  capacity  of  making  any  great  Ex¬ 
ploits  in  carefling  of  Women, 
i  I  dare  not  (ay  the  fame  of  the  young  Dam  (el.  The 
heat  (he  has  contracted  in  her  Heart  by  the  Violence 
of  Love,  and  which  the  hot  Air  of  the  preceding 
Summer  has  communicated  to  her,  are  not  fo  foon 
[quenched.  Her  Conftitution  is  not  cool’d,  and  the 
Motion  of  her  Humours  not  quieted.  ’Tis  a  ruffled 
Sea,  wherein  no  calm  can  appear,  till  a  pretty  while 
[after  the  Temped. 

Winter  is  troublelome  by  its  Ice,  Snow  and  cold 
Rains.  We  are  touch’d  to  the  Quick  therewith,  and 
our  Amorous  Parts  being  expos’d  to  its  rigour,  feel 
often  (mart  (hocks.  As  they  are  of  a  cold  and  dry 
Temper,  and  only  heated  by  Spirits  brought  hither 
in  good  (fore,  fo  1  do  not  wonder  that  they  retire  to¬ 
wards  the  Belly  to  preferve  themfelves  by  the  Heat 
they  there  meet  withal.  In  the  Winter  we  are  fo 
much  troubled  with  Fleghms  and  Crudities,  that  tho’ 
we  have  more  natural  heat  than  in  Summer,  vet  we 
are  almolt  as  flow  in  this  Seafon  as  the  former. 

This  Opinion  is  not  relflh’d  by  a  great  many,  who 
believe  that  Men  and  Women  do  carefs  with  mod 
Heat  and  Paflion  in  the  Winter  Seafon.;  for  their  rea¬ 
son  is,  that  we  then  eat  more,  are  more  active, and  our 
Natural  heat  (eems  to  be  more  vigorous. 


If 
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If  thofe  that  argue  after  this  manner  take  the  Win¬ 
ter  for  a  temperate  Seafon  exempt  from  great  Colds, as 
it  happens  in  the  Southern  Countries,  I  am  of  their 
Opinion But  if  they  a  fit  it  that  a  Swede  who  lives  al- 
moft  5  Mcfnths  in  the  Ice  and  froft  of  his  Country, 
fhould  have  any  amorous  Tranfports  in  this  Seafon,  I 
can  hardly  f uhfcribe  to  that  Thought.  Such  a  Man, 
how  vigorous  foever,  is  fo  penetrated  with  cold,  that 
Verms ,  which  the  Poets  feign'd  to  be  made  of  the  hot- 
teff  part  of  the  Waters,  can  hardly  move  him,  nor 
Itir  up  any  amorous  Thoughts  in  his  Heart. 

Women  are  more  languifhing  in  rhe  Winter  than 
vie ;  their  cold  Conftirutions  increafes,  and  Love  has 
never  made  itfelf  fo  known  in  the  Northern  C  ountries, 
as  in  the  Southern  ones  All  Nature  is  then  at  Repofe, 
not  one  Plant  being  difpos’d  for  Production,  and  the 
Trees  leave  us  hardly  room  to  think  they  are  alive. 

Spring  only  infpires  us  with  Courage  and  Vigour 
for  Love:  But  thofe  fine  Springs  that  are  not  accom¬ 
panied  with  Night  Frofis  and  Rimes.  In  this  delight¬ 
ful  Seafon  all  Nature  breaths  production  by  its  green 
Leaves  and  Flowers.  Then  the  Blood  feeths  in  the 
Veins  of  both  Sexes,  and  we  give  an  account  of  our 
Martyrdom  to  the  Fair  One  upon  the  Green  Turff, 
whilft  the  Nightingale  lings  his  Amours  to  the  Fee  ho 
of  Forrefts  and  Woods. 

We  neither  want  Difpofition  nor  Matter  to  fatisfy 
our  P<i (lion,  as  many  times  as  we  fhal]  be  moved 
thereunto  We  generate  Blood  enough  to  fuftain  us 
in  the  Exercife  of  Love.  The  cold  Air  does  not  pre¬ 
vent  our  afting  with  Liberty.  Every  thing  infpires  us 
with  Love,  from  the  Birds  to  the  InfeCts,  which  in 
the  Month  of  May  caref's  with  Plea  Jure.  Love  being 
then  felt  more  than  in  any  other  Seafon,  may  be  the 
reafon  why  they  commonly  fay,  that  Children  engen¬ 
der’d  in  the  Month  of  May,  are  for  the  moft  part 
Fools  and  Blockheads.  We  go  about  it  with  too 
much  Eagernefs,  and  our  Efforts  too  often  reiterated, 
sre.  without  doubt,  thecaufe  of  thofe  Infirmities  that 
are  obfetv’d  in  Children  got  at  that  time.  For  this 
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reafon,  without  difpute,  did  the  Romans  ftriHly  for¬ 
bid  Weddings  in  the  Month  of  May  :  Yet  the  wifeft 
and  wittieft  Men  have  been  engender'd  in  this  Seafon, 
by  reafon  perhaps  the  Parents  have  not  taken  too  fre¬ 
quent,  or  too  violent  Pleafuresin  getting  of  them. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  Men  and  Women 
;  are  moft  amorous  in  the  Spring  Seafon.  It  cauies  a 
natural  defire  in  us  to  join  amoroully,  and  we  are 
j  more  particularly  invited  thereunto  by  the  Examples 
furniflfd  us  from  ail  Hands. 


CHAP.  VI. 


JFbat  Hour  of  the  Day  one  ought  to  kifs  one’s  Wife. 


Good  digeftion  of  the  Stomach  does  not  a  little 


jTjL  contribute  to  our  Health  when  well  perform’d'. 
Our  Chyle  is  good,  our  Blood  pure,  our  Spirits  mo¬ 
ving  and  penetrating,  our  Seed  thick  and  fertile,  our 
folid  Parrs  robuft  :  In  one  word,  we  enjoy  perfeH 
Health.  But  if  any  thing  hinders  the  AHion  of  our 
Stomach,  we  are  full  of  Crudities,  our  Blood  is  no¬ 
thing  but  Phlegm,  our  Parts  a  dead  Water,  and  our 
-Seed  a  Snivel.  We  feel  nothing  but  Indigeftions,  In¬ 
firmities  and  Weaknefs,  which  hinder  us  from  profe- 
cuting  any  AHion  with  vigour. 

There  is  nothing  ruins  our  Stomach,  and  weakens 
Digeftion  more  than  Love:  It  exhaufting  us  to  that 
degree,  by  diffipating  our  Natural  Heat,  and  wafting 
our  Spirits,  that  we  feel  gteat  Inconveniencies  in  the 
principal  Parts. 

The  Stomach  therefore  being  the  Part  that  contri¬ 
butes  moft  to  our  Health,  when  it  performs  its  Fun- 
Hion  rightly,  is  firft  attack’d  in  the  Excels  of  Love. 
But  the  Brain  and  Nerves  are  not  the  lea  ft  (harers  in 
the  Confluences,  their  Sufferings  have  lometime  ar¬ 
riv’d  to  that  Point  in  fome  Perfons,  that  they  have 
loft  their  Senfes. 

All  the  Spermatick  Parts  being  naturally  cold,  are 
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weakned  by  the  Excels  of  Love.  The  Stomach,  which 
is  one  of  the  moft  confiderahle,  is  none  of  the  laft 
that  ieels  it :  And  one  may  lay,  that  ’tis  the  Source 
of  all  the  Inconveniencies  that  enliie  upon  the  abufe 
of  Pleafures.  Allowing  therefore  Venus  to  be  one  of 
the  Foreign  Caufes,  moft  contrary  to  our  Health, 
when  we  give  us  up  to  it,  with  Excels  or  out  of  Sea¬ 
ton,  and  on  the  other  hand,  as  Experience  teftifies, 
keeps  us  in  Health,  when  we  ule  it  difcreetly  :  Let  us 
examine  what  Hour  of  the  Day  is  the  moft  proper 
to  avoid  all  its  Inconveniencies. 

’Tis  neither  the  Divertifements  of  the  Day  or 
Night,  nor  the  Pleafures  of  the  Morning  or  Evening 
that  difcompofe  us,  whether  it  is  before  or  after  Sleep, 
we  fling  our  felves  in  the  Arms  of  a  Woman,  that 
does  not  deftroy  our  Health,  nor  caufe  any  weaknels 
in  the  Stomach  and  Nerves,  nor  heavinefs  in  the 
Head.  AH  Dilorders  that  arife  from  embracing  of 
"Women,  fpring  chiefly  from  the  Excefs  of  our  Paft 
lion,  and  the  ill  husbanding  of  an  Opportunity  when 
tve  aredeOrous  of  Careffing.  Were  our  Paffion  mo¬ 
derate,  our  amorous  Tranfports  better  fquared  ;  and 
if  with  that  we  kifs’d,  when  neither  too  full  nor  too 
empty  ;  !  am  fare  that  Venus  far  from  doing  any  hurt, 
would  keep  a  young  Man  in  Health  ;  for  that  which' 
is  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  cannot  be  caufe 
of  any  Evil,  except  Abufes  happen. 

Some  Phyficians  are  of  Opinion,  That  the  amo¬ 
rous  Pleafures  we  take  in  the  Day-time,  are  more  de- 
ftruftive  than  thole  enjoy’d  in  the  Night-,  and  the 
Carefles  of  Women,  waiting  usexceffively,  0ve  ought 
to  repofe,  and  by  Sleep  and  Tranquillity  repair  the 
loft  Spirits :  Whereas  after  our  ordinary  Occupations 
of  the  Day,  we  undergo  a  greater  fatigue  with  Wo¬ 
men,  and  tire  pur  felves  more  by  entring  upon  ano¬ 
ther  wearifome  Bufinefs. 

Others  explain  themfelves  better  on  this  Subjeff, 
and  believe  that  Break  of  Day  is  the  moft  proper 
heafoo  for  Careffing :  They  fay  we  are  then  upon  more 
equal  Terms,  our  Strength  not  being  diffipa  ted  by  the 
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ACtions  of  the  Day  ;  our  Stomach  not  being  bur- 
then’d  with  Aliments  «,  andbefides  or  Spirits  are  mnl- 
tiply’d,  and  natural  Heat  is  fortify’d  by  Sleep.  No 
‘troublefome  Crudities  are  felt,  ConcoCtion  is  per¬ 
fected,  and  the  Nerves  being  full  of  Spirits,  are  not 
io  foon  relaxed.  Tis  what  Hippocrates  intends  in  his 
Rules  for  preferring  Health,  when  he  adviies  us  to 
Work  before  we  Eat  and  Drink,  and  to  Sleep  before 
we  Kifs. 

Indeed  Aurora ,  or  the  Morning  which  anlwers  the 
Spring  Seafon,  appears  to  be  more  proper  for  Gene¬ 
ration  ;  for  after  a  Man  has  agreeably  diverted  him- 
felf  with  his  Wife,  and  taken  a  little  Nap  after  his 
Lawful  Pleafures,  he  foon  repairs  what  Lofles  he  has 
had,  and  quickly  cures  the  wearinels  he  has  brought 
upon  himlelf  by  Love :  Then  he  rifes  and  goeth  about 
his  ordinary  Concerns,  his  Wife  continuing  ibme 
while  a- bed,  to  prefer ve  the  precious  Charge  he  has 
entrufted  her  withal.  ’Tis  the  common  PraCtice  of 
Tradefmen  that  are  in  Health,  who  for  the  rnoft  part 
have  well-lhap’d  and  robuft  Children.  For  being  tir’d 
with  the  fatigue  of  the  preceding  Day,  they  wait  for 
the  Morning  to  embrace  their  Wives,  and  avoid,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  in  lb  doing,  the  Inconveniences  other  Men 
are  fubjeCt  to,  who  running  headlong  without  an y 
manner  of  Reflection,  abandon  themfelves  to  the  vi¬ 
olence  of  their  Paffion. 

All  Phyficians  agree,  that  one  ought  not  kifs  fall¬ 
ing,  hecauie  one  ought  not  to  work  when  hungry. 
Work  vvaftes  and  dries  our  Spirits,  and  the  Work  of 
Love  enervates  intirely.  To  the  contrary,  we  ought 
to  embrace  (as  fome  will  have  it)  when" our  Belly  is 
moderately  fill'd ;  for  at  fuch  a  juncture  we  feel  a 
ft  range  defire  to  be  meddling  by  the  Heat  and  Spirits 
that  the  Aliments  communicate  unto  us:  After  which, 
we  may  recruit  our  Forces  by  Sleep,  repole  being  the 
only  Remedy  for  that  kind  of  wearinels. 

But  to  Ipeak  freely,  all  thele  Opinions  are  liable 
to  Objections.  The  Day  has  nothing  that  is  hurtful, 
and  the  Night  nothing  that  is  favourable  to  Love! 
&  '  To 


(  I'O  ) 

To  the  contrary,  one  may  lay,  that  the  Evening 
hath  fome  Attra&ives  which  the  Night  has  not. 
Our  Paffion  awakes,  and  is  roufed  afrelh  at  the  light 
of  a  prerty  Perfon,  and  the  Light  of  a  Taper  does 
not  fet  off  Beauty  to  fo  much  Advantage,  as  that  of 
the  Sun. 

Otherwile,  if  we  had  any  thing  good  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  all  Concoftions  were  not  accomplilhed, 
the  Morning  would  be  the  fitteft  time  for  embracing. 
But  there  being  nothing  but  Phlegm  and  Crudities  in 
our  Stomach  at  that  time,  the  remains  of  our  lalt 
Meal  cannot  be  ftirred  by  the  Feafts  of  Love  but  to 
our  difadvantage-  By  reafon  of  thefe  Crudities  Phyfi- 
cians  advife  to  eat  a  little  in  the  Morning,  in  order  to 
prelerve  health,  by  reafon  what  we  have  taken  being 
digefted,  the  Stomach  will  be  dilcharged  of  the  Or¬ 
dures  that  are  gathered  in  it  during  Sleep,  and  ren- 
dred  more  fit  for  the  reception  of  what  we  (hall  eat 
at  Dinner.- 

Wherefore  if  we  kifs  upon  an  empty  Stomach,  we 
languiffi  immediately,  and  are  very  fenfible  of  the 
Pains  and  Weaknefs.  that  fuch  an  Evacuation  cauies. 
We  loofe  Heat  and  Spirit  by  fuch  Careffes,  and  have 
no  ftore  within  for  any  fpeedy  Recruits.  Nay,  far 
from  recruiting,  we  increale  our  Loffes  by  the  Cru¬ 
dities  we  have,  and  conftrain  them  by  our  paffionate 
Movements  to  mix  with  our  Blood,  and  corrupt  the 
whole  Mafs. 

To  refolve  the  Queftion  therefore,  after  having 
propoled  what  can  be  laid  to  this  matter :  I  muit 
be  allowed  to  oblerve  neither  Day  nor  Night,  Hours 
nor  Moments,  but  only  the  difpofition  we  are  in, 
when  egged  on  by  Venus.  When  perchance  we  are 
dull,  drouzy  by  an  obfcure  pain  of  the  Head,  heavy 
about  the  Loins,  penfive  and  melancholy  without  a 
caule,  and  withal  this  have  not  contrary  to  our  Cu- 
ftom  Careffed  a  long  while,  we  ought  neither  to  ob- 
ferve  time  nor  meafures.  It  fignifies  nothing  to  em¬ 
brace  a  Woman  falling  or  full,  Morning  or  Evening. 

All  hours  are  proper,  when  the  bufinels  is  to  eafe  our 
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felves  of  fomething  that  is  troublefotne.  There  is  a 
Refrefhment  in  change  of  Bufinefs,  and  the  Work  of 
Love  is  fweeter  after  our  ordinary  Occupations  of 
the  Day :  We  find  our  felves  more  light  and  more 
gay,  Digeftion  is  better  performed,  our  Blood  circu¬ 
lates  more  freely  :  In  one  Word,  our  Body  is  not  fo 
cumberfome  as  before. 

But  we  muft  not  deceive  our  felves  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  which  happen  more  rarely  than  we  are  aware 
of :  becaufe  Nature  often  eafes  us  of  thefe  fuperflu- 
ous  Humours  during  our  Sleep,  after  which  there  is 
nothing  left  to  trouble  us  the  next  Morning.  If  we 
erroneoufly  fancy  to  be  difcompofed  by  too  much 
Seed,  when  we  are  out  of  order  upon  fome  other  ac¬ 
count,  we  will  find  the  unhappy  effe&s  of  it,  and 
fcarce  be  able  to  dttone  for  the  Fault  committed. 

’Tis  better  to  ftay  till  the  firft  Digeftion  is  over, 
and  the  fecond  alfo  accomplifh’d,  till  the  Stomach 
hath  difcharged  what  it  has  digefted,  and  the  Heart, 
Liver,  and  other  Sanguine  Bowels  have  changed  the 
Chyle  they  have  lately  received  into  Blood.  Then 
our  Body  is  full  of  Heat  and  Spirits  •,  our  Stomach 
has  been  but  now  fatisfied  $  our  Brains  and  Nerves 
are  quickened  by  new  Spirits,  of  which  they  fend  a 
fufficient  Share  to  our  Privy  Parts  ;  infomuch  that 
whatsoever  efforts  we  make  to  exhauft  our  felves,  we 
are  fupplied  from  within  wherewithal  to  repair  our 
Loffes. 

After  thefe  great  Maxims  grounded  on  Experience, 
I  dare  fay  that  in  24  Hours  there  are  two  confidera- 
ble  Periods  for  amorous  Sports.  One  is  4  or  y  hours 
after  Supper.  Our  Body  is  then  neither  too  full  nor 
too  empty,  the  ConcoHion  of  the  Stomach  being  in 
fome  meafure  accomplifhed,  and  the  Entrails  com¬ 
forted  by  the  arrival  of  new  Humours,  the  Heat  is 
recreated,  the  Spirits  multiplied  ;  and  tho’  we  fhould 
diffipate  at  that  time  a  great  many  of  them,  we  may 
have  enough  left  to  fecure  us  from  any  inconvenience 
by  the  Lofs.  Our  Embraces  are  effe&ual,  and  far 
from  feeling  of  Pain  and  Vertigoes  thereby,  we  are  ex- 
||  1  hilerated 
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bilerated  and  comforted  :  Infomuch  that  I  may  be 
permitted  to  lay  with  Hermogenes ,  that  the  Plea  lures 
of  Love  are  fweet  at  Nights,  and  wholfomat  Days. 

What  I  find  molt  advantageous  in  one  of  thefe  two 
Opportunities  is.  That  we  fortify  our  lelves  two  fe- 
veral  Ways.  When  we  carets  a  Woman  after  Din¬ 
ner,  we  recruit  in  fome  meafure  our  Forces  at  Sup¬ 
per,  and  encreale  them  with  Sleep  the  enfuing 
Night :  Whereas,  if  we  kifs  after  Supper,  we  have 
nothing  but  the  Night’s  reft  to  reimburle  us  of  what 
we  are  out  of  Pocket. 

Birds  that  follow  the  Motions  of  Nature,  not  to 
fpeak  here  of  other  Creatures,  copulate  moft  com¬ 
monly  in  the  Evening.  We  may  hear  on  all  fides 
the  Male  call  its  Female  in  the  Month  of  May,  and 
the  Female  anfwer  the  Male.  The  heat  of  the  Day 
having  difpoled  them  to  Care  lies,  and  the  Food  they 
have  taken  in  the  Day  time  heated  their  Blood,  lo 
that  the  Humour  which  is  generated  in  their,  fecret 
Parts  the  Night  before,  excites  them  to  dilcharge  it. 

The  greater  the  Pleafures  ate,  the  more  Pain  they 
caule,  if  we  do  not  take  neceftary  Precautions  to 
iecure  our  felves  from  their  allurements. 

Under  this  Appearance  and  Shew  of  Voluptuouf- 
neis,  lurk  frequently  Caufes  of  Sorrow  and  Grief, 
and  we  fwallow  the  Poifon  willingly,  without  being 
fenfible  of  what  we  are  about. 

When  we  feel  the  Darts  of  Love,  and  our  Heart 
heated  after  a  Debauch,  as  moft  commonly  happens 
to  thole  that  are  very  Iafcivious,  we  ought  at  fuch 
time  bend  all  our  Endeavours  to  Hum  its  Incitements, 
if  we  are  in  a  Condition  to  know  them.  We  know 
that  Wine  renders  us  ftoutand  loving,  but  it  ftifles  ai- 
fo  our  natural  heat  by  degrees,  when  taken  to  excels. 
Indeed  we  appear  more  brisk  and  gay  after  having 
taken  a  Glafs,  and  are  fit  to  undertake  more  than  at 
another  time.  A  Tree,  whereof  the  Root  is  heated 
by  Lime,  bears  Fruit  fooner  and  of  better  Colour 
than  another,  but  lives  not  very  long.  So  Love  and 
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Wine  a£Hng  equally  on  the  Parts,  no  doubt  weaken 
us  in  a  double  Capacity. 

We  ought  to  Ihun  all  Opportunities  that  may  in¬ 
cite  us  to  love  after  a  Debauch,  if  we  will  avoid  the 
evil  Conlequences  whereof  we  are  for  the  molt  part 
ignorant. 

What  waitings  we  otherways  undergo,  joined  to 
the  Plealures  taken  with  a  Woman,  can  but  dilcom- 
pole  us  in  a  great  meafure  ^  and  I  would  ne’er  ad- 
vile  a  Man  to  embrace  his  Wife  after  Bleeding,  a 
Loofenels,  or  fome  other  confiderable  Diltemper, 
unlels  he  has  a  Mind  to  -abridge  his  Days  :  For  Ve¬ 
nus  cannot  be  agreeable  after  other  Evacuations,  let 
a  Man  be  never  fo  robult,  he  cannot  avoid  thole  grie¬ 
vous  accidents  that  are  procured  by  irregular  Plea¬ 
fures. 

I  have  known  Men,  who  not  being  entirely  reco¬ 
vered  from  fome  acute  Diftemper,  have  died  prelent- 
ly  after  carefling  their  Wives,  notwithftanding  there 
were  no  Symptoms  that  might  indicate  their  Death  - 
and  at  this  very  time  I  know  fome  others  that  will 
hardly  efcape.  • 

However,  if  we  mult  commit  an  Error,  ’tis  better 
to  do  it  upon  a  full  than  empty  Stomach.  The  ac¬ 
cidents  that  enfue  thereupon  are  not  fo  difmal,  and 
we  have  more  Remedies  for  the  fuccour  of  Pleni¬ 
tude' than  for  that  of  Evacuations. 

Experience  has  not  yet  taught  us,  whether  Women 
ought  to  obferve  times  in  being  careffed.  The  Hu¬ 
mours  they  avoid  when  embraced,  are  not  fo  Ipiri- 
tous  as  ours,  and  their  Weaknefs  proceeds  not  lb 
much  from  the  lofs  of  Matter,  as  from  the  exceffive 
tickling,  and  the  tirefome  Motions  of  Love.  But 
ours  are  cauled  by  diffipation  of  Spirits,  and  natu¬ 
ral  heat,  infomuch  that  we  may  fay  that  Women  are 
in  a  capacity  to  do  the  Trick  at  all  times,  but  Men 

<:  ught  to  take  Precautions,  as  Experience  convinces 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Hoi v  many  times  one  may  amoronjly  carefs  one's 

Wife  in  a  Night. 

VAnity  is  a  Paflion  natural  to  Man  •,  he  is  drawn 
in  when  he  has  the  lealt  Thoughts  of  it ;  and 
we  may  fay  without  enlarging  upon  the  Matter,  that 
’tis  one  of  the  greateft  Evils  Mortals  are  fubjeft  un¬ 
to.  Really  Man  is  but  the  Dream  of  a  Shadow,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Greek  Poet ;  to  conlider  him  nearly,  he 
is  nothing  but  Weakness  and  Milery,  and  (hews 
himfelf  moft  ridiculous  and  feeble  by  his  Vanity, 
and  that  without  doubt  made  Democritus  mock  Man¬ 
kind.  But  Vanity  is  more  particularly  exerted  in  the 
Matters  of  Love,  to  make  our  felves  admired,  we 
boaft  of  Exploits  we  ne’er  atchieved.  The  Empe¬ 
ror  Procuhs  impofes  finely  upon  the  World,  in  a  Let¬ 
ter  to  his  Friend  Metianus,  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
us  that  he  kifled  a  hundred  Virgins,  made  Prifoners 
of  War,  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight.  And  the  Poet  who 
is  the  Subjeft  of  gallant  Converfation,  brags  of  ha¬ 
ving  performed  9  times  in  a  Night. 

I  own  we  are  valiant  when  we  (peak  of  the  Feats 
of  Love,  but  are  for  the  moft  part  arrant  Cowards, 
when  we  fhould  execute  its  Orders.  ’Tis  not  enough 
to  be  wanton  with  a  Woman,  there  muft  be  fome- 
thing  real  to  (how  one’s  Manhood,  and  be  able  to 
produce  one  of  our  Species. 

I  know  fome  are  of  fo  lafcivious  a  Conftitu- 
tion,  as  to  be  in  a  Capacity  to  kift  feveral  Wo¬ 
men  for  a  great  many  Nights  fucceffively,  and  e- 
ven  be  in  a  Condition  to  fatisfy  them;  but  at  the 
long-run,  they  weaken  and  enervate  themfelves 
to  that  Degree,  that  their  Seed  becomes  barren,  and 
their  Privy  Parts  refufe  to  obey  them.  Nero  was  not 
the  only  Man  that  wanted  Strength  and  Courage  in 
the  Arms  of  the  handfome  Popgua,  according  to  Pe¬ 
tr  onins. 
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tranks.  We  have  a  Number  of  other  Examples  j 
and  if  ’twas  allowable  to  name  Perfons  that  have 
been  exhaufted  and  difabled  in  the  Arms  of  thole 
they  have  loved,  1  could  fill  more  than  one  Page  of 

this  Book.  / 

We  ought  to  look  upon  as  fabulous  what  Cruclus 
reports  of  a  Servant  that  got  ten  Servant-Maids  with 
Child  in  one  Night;  as  alio  what  Clemens  Alexandria 
mts  tells  us  of  Hercules  -,  who  having  for  the  fpace 
of  12  or  14  Hours  laid  with  50  Athenian  Virgins, 
got  the  fame  Number  of  Boys  upon  their  Bodies,  af¬ 
terwards  called  Thefpiades. 

We  know,  as  we  have  obferved  fomewhere  elfe, 
that  the  Seed  of  Man  is  kept  in  Cellules,  and  little 
Store-  hollies,  at  the  Root  of  the  Yard,  and  that  thole 
Magiznes  refembiing  fmall  Bladders  that  comunica- 
ted  the  Matter,  are  ranked  as  the  little  Spaces  in  a 
Pomgranate,  when  the  Seeds  are  taken  out.  There  is 
about  3  or  4  on  each  fide,  or  rather  1  only  that  has 
feveral  fmall  Cavities.  Thefe  Bladders,  as  well  as  the 
Glandules,  are  full  of  Seed  in  a  healthy  Young  Man  „ 
of  a  loving  Temper,  and  all  may  contain  lb  much 
Seed  as  is  required  for  3  or  4  Ejaculations ;  yet  ftUl 
lome  remain  in  the  Vends  that  come  from  the  Te- 
Iticles  for  one  more.  I  am  not  fo  exa£!  as  thole  who 
lay,  that  there  are  3  forts  of  Seed  which  have  each 
their  particular  Virtue.  Experience  has  convinced  me, 
that  there  is  but  one  forr,  which  we  lee  fally  out 
from  the  Virge  ;  and  thp’  tis  found  more  liquid  and 
thicker  in  fundry  Places  ;  yet  mixing  when  tallying 
out,  they  appear  but  one  Matter,  and  of  the  fame 
Confiftency. 

As  foon  as  the  Fancy  is  touched,  and  the  final!  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Brain  lhaken  by  the  Thoughts  of  Love, 
there  is  an  internal  Sweat  in  our  Privy  Parts,  and 
the  Spirits  which  rulh  thither  with  Precipitation, 
force  out  a  limpid  Liquor  of  the  Vrojlata  which  pre¬ 
pares  the  Conduit  for  the  Paffage  of  the  Seed.  But 
when  one  is  join’d  amoroufly  to  a  Woman,  then  the 
3  Email  Bladders,  raoft  ready  for  Evacuation,  empty 

in 


f  no 

in  an  inftanf,  and  by  fo  doing  gives  Proofs  of  perfe£l 
Manhood. 

Mean  while  Nature  endeavours  to  re  pair  the  Lois 
in  a  Moment,  capacitating  the  Party  in  a  little  while 
to  reap  frefli  Pleafures,  and  to  evacuate  a  fecond 
time  forth  Humour  as  is  moft  difpoled  to  come  forth. 
Nature  having  no  other  Aim  than  Generation  in  this 
Action,  gathers  fpeedily  fuch  Matter  as  it  Hands  in 
need  of,  difpofing  the  Matter  to  be  voided  at  Plea- 
fure,  and  the  Fancy  being  perpetually  moved  by  the 
Beauty  and  Charms  of  the  Perlon  encompafled  with 
one’s  Arms,  our  Paffion  wakes,  and  the  Privy  Parts 
are  ftill  in  a  Condition  to  obey.  Thus  happens  a 
third  Encounter  with  the  Woman,  and  what  is  molt 
pure  and  precious  lhared  with  her. 

If  we  defign  to  go  farther,  when  the  Heart  is  infla¬ 
med,  tho’  the  Privy  Parts  begin  to  lole  their  Strength 
by  the  Diffipation  of  the  Natural  Heat  and  Spirits, 
Nature  makes  another  effort  to  mutter  up  what  Matter 
is  remaining  in  the  Veficula  Se?nimles ,  or  leminal  Blad¬ 
ders,  and  Neighbouring  Parts  Iqueezing  them  on  all 
fides,  and  preparing  the  Humour  gathered  with  fo 
much  fpeed  for  a  nimble  Ejaculation.  Then  there  is 
a  new  Concourle  of  Spirits,  and  the  Fire  which  feern- 
ed  before  extinguifhed,  kindles  afrelh,  and  is  felt  in 
the  Privy  Parts :  Whereupon  another  Evacuation  en- 
fues,  and  the  Woman  fo  clofely  prefled,  as  to  be  im¬ 
pregnated  by  thele  reiterated  Evacuations. 

At  laft,  after  having  repofed  fome  Time,  and  by 
Sleep  recruited  the  diffipated  Spirits,  we  continue  ftill 
near  the  beloved  Perfon,  and  carefles  are  reciprocal, 
tho’  they  feem  then  to  be  lomewhat  more  prefting  on 
the  Woman’s  fide,  (he  beginning  to  be  inflamed  when 
the  Man  is  wafted  *  whereas  the  Man  invited  her  at 
flrft. 

After  all,  there  is  ftill  fome  Motion  felt,  and  the 
Secret  Parts  tho’  flaggy  but  now,  begin  to  ftiffen  a* 
gain,  Nature  gathering  what  Seed  it  poffibly  can  from 
the  Neighbouring  Parts  drawing  it  even  from  the  Te- 
fticles  to  difpofe  the  Party  to  a  fourth  Adventure, 
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I  own  ’tis  not  done  in  a  Trice,  fome  Time  being 
required  for  recruiting  fucffMatter  as  was  but  now 
evacuated  ;  yet  of  all  the  AUions  in  Nature,  none 
is  difpatched  with  greater  Celerity  and  Brisknels  of 
Generation. 

Wherefore  the  Fancy  is  once  more  heated,  and  nei¬ 
ther  Courage  nor  Matter  wanting  to  make  a  new  Sa¬ 
crifice  unto  Love.  The  Secret  Farts  have  Spirits  e- 
nough  to  go  thro’  ftitch,  and  at  the  leaft  Careffes  of 
a  Woman  we  perform  ftill,  and  make  her  partake 
of  that  Humour  which  lhe  fo  paflionately  delires. 

But  if  there  muft  be  a  fixth  attempt,  our  Parts  are 
cold  and  languid,  and  the  Humour  that  comes  forth 
after  five  leveral  Repetitions  is  crude  and  unconcoQ:- 
ed,  or  el  fe  a  Vermilion  of  Blood  as-that  of  a  Pullet 
newly  kill’d,  flowing  fometimes  in  fuch  Plenty,  by 
reafon  of  the  Feeblenefs  of  the  Parts,  that  ’tis  diffi¬ 
cult  to  recover  it  *  inftance  a  gallant  Spark  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  that  lives  ftill,  but  miferably  ;  who  ha¬ 
ving  kiffed  the  Conrtizanas  five  times  in  an  Afternoon, 
voided  more  than  two  Ounces  of  Blood  the  fixth  time 
thro’  the  Yard. 

Whence  I  am  apt  to  believe,  and  that  with  fome 
J uftice,  that  all  the  Efforts  we  are  able  to  make  near 
a  Woman  one  Night,  cannot  amount  to  above  4  or 
$  times,  thele  great  Extravagancies  in  Love  we  are 
told  on,  being  fo  many  Fables  put  upon  us,  That  if 
we  did  give  Credit  to  People  concerning  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  without  confulting  Reafon  and  Experience,  we 
fhould  be  the  lame  Bubbles  and  Fools  they  are. 

A  King  of  Art-agon  pronounced  formerly  an  au- 
:hentic  Sentence  on  the  point  in  hand.  A  certain 
Woman  married  to  a  Catalonian ,  was  obliged  to 
:hrow  her  lelf  at  the  King’s  Feet  to  implore  his  Suc¬ 
cours  againft  the  frequent  Careffes  of  her  Husband  5 
vho,  according  to  her  Report,  would  foon  kill  her 
f  the  Bufinefs  was  not  otherwile  ordered.  The  King 
;  commanded  the  Husband  to  appear  to  know  the 
Truth  of  it,  the  Catalonian  owned,  fincerely  that  he 
performed  10  times  every  Night;  Upon  which  the 
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King  forbid  him,  upon  Pain  of  Death,  not  to  kite 
her  above  fix  times  for  fear  of  injuring  the  Woman’s 
health  by  his  extravagant  Luff  and  Paffion. 

I  know  the  Spaniards  that  live  in  a  hot  Country 
are  abundantly  more  lecherous  than  we  are  in  France , 
the  exceffive  Heat  of  that  Climate,  juicy  Food,  Wo¬ 
men  clofe  kept  and  veiled,  and  the  bilious  and  me¬ 
lancholy  Conftitution  of  Men  naturally  loving  Idle- 
heft,  are  doubtlefs  good  reafons  for  their  ufual  Luff 
and  Lechery.  Whereas  in  France  the  Heat  is  mode¬ 
rate,  the  Aliment  left  nourifhing,  Women  are  free, 
and  converle  with  us,  the  Men  are  left  bilious  and 
melancholly.  In  fine,  we  apply  our  felves  to  feverai 
things,  and  Idleneft  is  an  odious  thing  amonglf  us, 
fo  that  generally  fpeaking,  if  a  Spaniard  is  abie  to 
do  the  Trick  fix  Times  a  Night,  a  French  Man  can 
do  it  but  five. 

The  Rabbins  aiming  only  at  the  Piefervation  of 
their  Nation,  taxed  a  Husband’s  Benevolence  to  his 
Wife  at  the  following  Rate.  A  Country  or  Husband¬ 
man  one  Night  in  a  Week  •,  a  Tradefman  or  Carrier 
one  Night  in  a  Month-,  a  Sea  faring  Man  two 
Nights  in  the  Year,  and  a  Student  but  one  Night  in 
two  Years.  I  am  fure,  that  if  Women  had  had  a 
Hand  in  thefe  Laws,  they  would  not  have  gone  on 
after  that  rate.  Witnefs  a  Councellour’s  Wife,  who 
told  me  very  ingenioufly  the  other  Day,  that  fhe 
would  rather  be  the  Country-man’s  Wife,  than  be 
married  to  all  the  reft  together. 

The  Ancients  ufed  to  put  Mercury  with  Venus ,  in 
“he  Pourtrait  of  that  Goddefs,  to  teach  us  that  Rea¬ 
son,  whereof  they  thought  Mercury  the  God,  ought 
to  manage  our  Senfualities.  Truly  we  relifh  them 
with  greater  Satisfaction,  when  the  ufe  is  not  fo  fre¬ 
quent  -,  for  we  are  for  the  moft  part  difgufted  at  too 
great  a  Plenty  of  Meat,  to  fuch  a  Point,  as  to  be  wil¬ 
ling  to  exchange  a  great  Man’s  Table  for  that  of  the 
lower  fort.  ; 

If  Moderation  is  commendable  in  any  thing,  ’tis 

without  Doubt  in  Love.  Soloni  by  the  Oracle  efteem- 
•  s  ed 
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ed  one  of  the  wifeft,  forefaw  very  well  what  Misfof- 
tunes  would  happen  to  Men  by  the  indifcreet  Ufe  of 
Venus,  when  ordering  his  Citizens  not  to  kifs  a  Wo¬ 
man  above  three  times  a  Month. 

The  frequent  Cardies  of  Women  exbauft  our 
Strength  and  Forces  entirely ,  whereas  moderately  tr¬ 
ied,  they  preferve  our  Health,  and  render  our  Body 
more  free  and  a&ive  than  before:  I  fhould  therefore 
advife  neither  to  loath  Venus  with  Terror,  nor  to  yield 
to  her  Charms  too  liavifhly,  and  effeminately,  and 
with  what  formerly  Euripides  did  in  fpeaking  of  Ve¬ 
nus. 

I  cannot  commend  the  Philofopher  Aeas,  who  on¬ 
ly  killed  his  Wife  3  times  all  the  time  he  was  marri¬ 
ed,  alrho’  fhe  brought  him  a  Son  at  every  time.  As 
for  Xenocrates ,  who  appeared  rather  a  Stone  than  a 
Man,  when  lying  with  the  Courtizana  Fhryne,  we 
ought  to  believe  it  was  the  effe£t  of  that  Continence 
which  was  owing  to  the  Study  of  Philofophy,  and 
not  any  Faultinefs  in  the  Motion  of  his  Secret  Parts. 

Conftitution,  Age,  Climate,  Seafon,  and  our  way 
of  Living,  influence  all  our  Careftes.  A  Man  of  25 
of  a  hot  Complexion,  full  of  Blood  and  Spirits,  who 
lives  in  the  fertile  Plains  of  Barbary,  and  in  eafy  Cir- 
:um fiances,  is  better  able  to  kifs  a  Woman  live  times' 
t  Night  in  the  Month  of  April,  than  another  aged 
'Lo  of  a  cold  Conftitution,  who  lives  on  the  barren 
Mountains  of  Sweden ,  and  gets  his  Bread  with  Pain 
md  Difficulty,  can  once  or  twice  a  Night  in  the 
Month  of  January. 

The  Senfualities  of  Women  are- not  limited  as  ours  5 
itherwife  the  Nobles  of  Lithuania  would  not  permit 
(heirs  to  have  Aid  and  Affiftance  from  abroad  as  they 
0.  Truly  Women  do  not  feel  themfelves  exhauft- 
d,  eVen  if  they  fuller  the  amorous  Attacks  of  a 
Multitude  of  Men^  fucceffively,  Witnels  the  impu- 
ent  MeJAina ,  and  the  infamous  Cleopatra.  The  firft, 
aving  taken  upon  her  lelf  the  Name  of  Lycioca ,  a 
imous  Roman  W hore,  out-did  in  24  Hours  in  a  pub- 
ck  Stew  a  Harlot*  that  was  efteented  the  very  bra- 
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veft  in  Love,  by  25  Feats.  The  other,  if  we  believe 
a  Letter  of  Mark  Antony ,  one  of  her  Gallants,  under¬ 
went  in  one  Night’s  Time,  the  amorous  Efforts  of 
106  Men,  without  appearing  in  the  leaft  fatigu’d. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Whether  ,tis  lawful  to  take  Phyjtck ,  to  overcome  an  a- 
morons  Difpoftion ,  or  to  raife  one’s  Appetite. 

THERE  is  nothing  hurts  our  Conftitution  more 
than  a  fudden  and  unfeafonable  Change  in  our 
manner  of  living.  The  Air,  Meat,  and  Drink,  and 
other  Things,  which  we  call  more  natural,  having  a 
great  Influence  upon  us,  and  being  the  chiefeft  Cau- 
les  unto  which  we  owe  our  Happinefs  and  Misfor¬ 
tune,  according  to  what  ufe  we  make  of  them. 

’Tis  an  Axiom  in  Phyfick  firft  taken  notice  of  by 
Hippocrates,  that  all  fudden  Changes  lu  Eject  us  to  Di- 
ftempers,  unlefs  we  are  ftrong  enough  to  withftand 
their  Efforts.  If,  for  Example,  you  have  a  mind  to 
correct  the  hot  and  dry  Conftitution  of  a  luftful 
Man,  you  muft  proceed  with  fo  much  Gentlenefs  and 
Prudence,  that  he  can  hardly  perceive  himfelf,  the 
effe£t  of  fuch  Medicines  as  refrefh  and  moiften  his 
Temperament,  otherwife  you  fling  him  into  a  con¬ 
trary  Diftemper,  that  will  not  fail  of  difcompofing 
him. 

ART.  I. 

Of  Medicines  that  fubdue  an  amorous  Difpoftion. 

MEN,  who  in  the  Flower  of  their  Age  enjoy  per¬ 
fect  health,  and  are  of  a  hot  and  moift  Tem¬ 
perament,  have  much  more  Seed,  than  fuch  as  are  of 
a  hot  and  dry  Conftitution  ;  yet  thefe  latter  are  more 
Iafcivious,  as  we  have  obferved  ellewhere :  And  though 
they  have  not  fo  much  Seed  as  the  others,  ’tis  at  leaft 

(harper,  more  tickling,  more  fpiritous  and  windy, 
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which  renders  them  bold  and  luftful,  whereas  the  for¬ 
mer  are  fimply  gay  and  brisk. 

Whatever  place  a  iafcivious  Man  lives  in,  he  is  al¬ 
ways  embarrafled  by  his  luftful  Inclinations.  Ver- 
tue  has  no  Power  where  Love  is  natural,  and  even 
Religion  it  lelf  makes  but  Faint  Impreffions  upon  the 
Soul,  to  curb  the  firft  Motions,  and  vanquifh  his 
Conftitution,  that  furnilhes  amorous  Obje&s  at  eve¬ 
ry  Moment,  whereby  the  Fancy  is  inflamed.  In  this 
troublefome  condition  he  leeks  for  Remedies  every 
where  that  may  fubdue  his  Paffion.  That  which  Na¬ 
ture  furnilhes  to  quench  his  Flame  would  pleafe  a- 
bove  the  reft,  was  it  alowable.  But  fome  certain 
Confiderations  will  not  fuffer  every  one  to  make  ufe 
of  them :  Yet  all  other  Remedies  outwardly  and  in¬ 
wardly  ufed,  are  in  fome  meafure  either  ulelels  or 
dangerous,  their  coolnefs  extinguilhing  our  heat,  and 
their  aftringency  Conftituting  our  Spirits,  that  both 
equally  deftroy  the  Memory,  and  hurt  the  Judgment. 
This  Confideration  has  moved  leveral  Phyiicians  not 
to  ad  vile  any  oppofition  to  the  violence  of  Love,  and 
the  fame,  may  be,  infpired  the  Oracle  of  Delphi ; 
when  being  queftioned  by  Diogenes  about  his  luftful 
Son,  it  pronounced  :  That  care  muft  be  taken  not  to 
flop  the  Violence  of  this  Paffion,  if  we  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  Men’s  Lives.  Indeed,  if  we  proceed  obftinate- 
ly  in  the  deftroying  a  luftful  Temper,  the  Conftitu- 
tion  will  fuffer,  and  bring  incurable  Diftempers  up¬ 
on  us. 

But  when  the  Paffion  is  ftrong  to  fuch  a  Point,  as 
to  caufe  troublefome  Accidents,  and  that  we  appre¬ 
hend  much  greater  Inconveniencies ;  then  ’tis  allow¬ 
able  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  Medicines,  as  Phyficians 
prefcribe  in  thofe  Cafes,  but  with  fuch  Moderation 
and  Care,  as  not  to  make  us  repent  of  what  we  have 
done. 

Experience  teaches  us,  That  cold  Air,  Food  which 
doth  not  degenerate  much  Blood,  and  confequently 
few  Spirits,  Falling,  Drinking  of  Water,  Work,  and 
much  Watchings,  are  proper  Remedies  to  abate  irre- 

1  3  gular 


(  12,2  ) 

gular  Lull,  more  to  avoid  the  Company  of  the  be¬ 
loved  Perfon,  and  contract  Friendfhip  with  another, 
to  fhun  Nakednefs  in  Pictures  and  Statues,  not  to 
read  amorous  Pamphlets,  or  look  on  Brutes  that  co¬ 
pulate,  are  powerful  Means  that  correft  this  Paffion  > 
for  the  great  Art  of  vanquifhing  and  valorizing  con- 
lifts  either  in  not  fighting  at  all,  or  elfe  to  fight  fly¬ 
ing. 

But  all  theie  Remedies  fignify  little,  to  one  that 
loves  paffionately,  and  befides  is  of  fuch  a  Complex¬ 
ion  as  to  love  Nolens  Nolens.  There  muft  be  lome- 
thing  that  makes  a  greater  Impreffion  upon  him,  and 
that  draws,  in  a  manner,  the  Love-force  out  of  his 
Heart,  by  which  his  Fancy  is  wounded. 

I  fhall  not  here  confine  my  lelf  to  deduce  all  the 
Remedies  our  Phyficians  make  ufe  of  for  the  fubdu- 
ing  this  Paffion.  I  fhall  only  prcpofe  the  moll:  pow¬ 
erful  either  for  deftroying  or  diminifhing  it.  But 
before  1  go  about  ir,  I  think  proper  to  advertife,  that 
all  Conftituticns  a  re 'not  alike,  and  Medicines  which 
dirninifh  the  Blood,  Spirits,  and  Seed,  and  blunt  its 
Edge  in  fome,  increafe  in  ir  a  great  Meafure  in  others. 

What  I  here  advance  feems  to  be  incredible,  I  did 
not  experience  the  Mother  of  all  our  Knowledge  to 
back  my  ArTerbion.  Lettice  and  Succory,  for  Exam¬ 
ple,  prevents  the  Generation  of  Seed  in  moft  Men. 
But  I  know  that  in  fome  it  produces  fuch  a  Plenty, 
efpecially  if  they  eat  it  at  Nights,  as  to  fubje£t  them 
to  Nofturnal  Pollutions.  This  fame  Experience  tea¬ 
ches  us,  that  Pepper  and  Ginger  dirninifh  the  Seed, 
and  diffipate  Winds  that  are  fo  neceffary  to  the  A£ti- 
on  of  Love.  Yet  fome  Conftitutions  are  rendred 
more  lecherous  than  they  were  before,  by  uftng  them, 

The  reafon  of  fuch  different  Effects  is  altogether 
grounded  on  the  Variety  of  Conftitutions.  Lettice, 
which  for  the  moil  Part  renders  us  flack  in  Love,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Sentiment  of  all  Antiquity,  excites 
fome  to  Lull,  tempering  their  Heat  and  exceffive 
Dry nefs  by  its  Coolnefs  and  Moifture.  The  Privy 
Paris  thus  tempered  acquire  afterwards  an  even  Tem- 
b  '  ■  ’  peratnent, 

W"  -,'rvvV  ** 


(  H3  ) 

perament,  which  is  the  Caule  of  the  Vigour  of  thofe 
Parts,  Pepper  to  the  contrary  diffipating  fuperflu- 
ous  Humours  of  others,  heats  and  dries  the  genital 
Parts  5  and  procuring  them  an  even  Temperament, 
en creates  their  Force  which  afterwards  is  the  Caufe 
of  a  more  advantageous  Cone  option. 

Or  to  fpeak  with  Daniel  Taury  Do£lor  of  Phyfick, 
who  quotes  me  in  his  Book  of  Medicines  :  The  Re¬ 
medies  that  e;  create  Seed  are  molt  of  them  full  of 
Oily  and  Volatile  Particles,  ib  that  cold  and  heat 
afling  after  a  different  manner  on  di  vers  complexions, 
caule  abundance  of  Seed  and  Nofturnal  pollutions 
in  Men,  the  firft  calming  the  Motion  of  the  Blood, 
and  tempering  the  genital  Parts,  the  other  finding  the 
Blood  in  forne  kind  of  repofe  moves  it,  and  thus  pro¬ 
duce  a  plentiful  filtration  of  Seed  in  the  genital  parts 
of  thefe  oppofite  Conftitutions. 

By  the  fame  Experience  we  know  that  there  are  hot 
and  coldRemediesthat  extinguifhand  ftifleour  Flame, 
and  refill  our  Concupifcence.  We  take  them  inward¬ 
ly  and  outwardly  to  quench  on  all  fides  the  Fire  which 
caufes  fo  many  difbrders. 

I  fhall  not  here  talk  much  of  Refrefhing  Girdles, 
or  Plates  of  Lead,  which  feme  apply  to  their  Kid- 
nies  ;  nor  of  a  Bed  flrewed  with  white  Rotes,  Man- 
dragera,  Red  Gooteberries,  fharp  Citrons,  and  all  o- 
ther  Medicines  that  refill  the  Generation  of  Seed  by 
their  cooling  and  drying  qualities  .*•  I  fhall  only  fpeak 
of  fuch  as  are  moll  effectual  to  quench  our  Fire,  and 
deftroy  our  Seed. 

Water-Liliies  which  the  Apothecaries  call  Nenupa r 
in  imitation  of  the  Arabians ,  have  fuch  a  particular 
quality  for  curbing  of  lecherous  Defires,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Pliny ,  if  you  ute  them  for  1 2  days  consecutive¬ 
ly,  they  hinder  the  Generation  of  Seed,  and  if  conti¬ 
nued  for  40  days,  we  become  altogether  infenfibie  of 
the  flings  of  Love.  The  dry nefs  joined  with  the  cold- 
nefs  of  this  Plant  is  fo  ftrong,  as  to  dry  and  refrefb 
our  Parts  without  caufing  any  Inconveniency.  By 
thefe  Qualities,  if  we  believe  Galen,  it  keeps  up  our 
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Voice,  and  noutifhes  our  Body  ;  and  hi  ©ppofing  the 
Generation  of  Seed,  hinders  the  Diffipation  of  Spirits, 
that  might  enfue  upon  the  Motions  of  Love. 

It  is  ufed  under  different  forms,  viz.  in  Syrrups, 
DecoCtions,  Conferves,  Waters  diftill’d  in  Balnea 
Maria,  and  fometimes  in  a  Liniment. 

We  have  r ot  the  Hemlock  of  the  Athenians,  which 
is  of  a  dark  green  and  ft  inks  infufficiently :  But  ours 
may  caufe  trouble  enough  by  its  coldnefs  if  eaten. 
Witneft  Francis  Franpelinits  Pompanatius  his  Tutor  *, 
who  having  eaten  feme  at  Supper,  fell  lick  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  it ;  as  alio  the  Knight  Najfarimus  Bajfanus , 
who  eating  it  inftead  of  Parfley-Roots,  ran  ftark 
mad  immediately  upon  it. 

Yet  we  know  upon  the  Report  of  Scaliger ,  and  D\ 
Anguillara ,  that  the  Piemonitois  cut  the  Buds  when 
they  fhoot  in  the  Spring,  and  mix  them  with  Salades , 
and  that  fome  poor  People  in  Italy  make  ule  of  it 
with  Bread  in  the  Form  of  Afparagus.  Julius  Scaliger 
owns,  that  he  has  eaten  it  inftead  of  Skirrets,  or 
Skirwortb,  without  receiving  any  hurt  by  fo  doing; 
and  St.  Jerome  a  {fares  us,  that  the  Athenian  Priefts 
did  not  feel  any  Motions  of  Concupilcence  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  ule  thereof.  Whence  we  may  infer,  That  Hem- 
■  lock  has  not  any  ill  Qualities,  as  thefe  Authors  think, 
and  Mercurialis  would  never  have  adviled  Women  to 
drink  it  in  Decoftions  to  hinder  them  from  falling 
extravagantly  in  Love,  had  he  not  been  perfwaded  it 
would  anfwer  his  Expectation, without  producing  any 
ill  Symptoms. 

We  may  conclude  from  what  has  been  laid,  that 
there  is  either  different  Sorts  of  Hemlock,  or  that  the 
Strength  of  thofe  Peribns  that  ule  it,  relifts  more  or 
left  the  Virtue  of  this  Plant :  Or  which  I  am  rrtoft  in¬ 
clined  to  believe,  that  fome  take  little,  others  much. 
For  Galen  tells  us,  that  if  we  ule  it  with  Moderation, 
it  refrefhes  us,  and  diffipates  our  Seed.  But  to  the 
contrary,  if  we  take  much,  it  ftupifies,  and  at  laft 
kills  us,  if  eaten  in  a  confiderable  Quantity. 

Wherefore  we  ought  not  to  be  lo  fcrupulous  in 
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the  ufe  of  Hemlock,  as  fome  modern  Phyficians  are, 
who  will  not  allow  the  exterior  Application  thereof  j 
and  the  Hiftoxy  of  Socrates ,  who  died  after  having 
drank  a  Potion  mixt  with  Hemlock, ought  not  to  make 
us  fearful  of  ufing  ours  with  Moderation,  For  the 
Hemlock  Draught  of  the  Athenians  was  acuated  with 
Opium  put  in  Wine  ^  and  we  know  from  St.  Bajih  7th 
Homily,  that  the  Athenian  Priefts  uled  their  Hemlock 
to  vanquifh  theMotions  of  Concupifcence,  and  blot 
out  ialcivious  Ideas  of  their  Minds :  As  alio  that 
thole  afflicted  with  the  furor  nterinus,  or  Madnels  of 
the  Womb,  were  perfe&ly  cured  by  the  Application 
of  their  Hemlock,  tho’  ’tis  a  greaterEnemy  to  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  Body  than  ours,  >  * 

None  of  the  hot  Remedies  that  deftroy  Seed,  and 
di  flip  ate  Winds,  are  more  efteemed  than  Camphir ,  Ag¬ 
nus  Cafim^  and  Rue  Thele  Medicines,  as  they  fay, 
caullng  Chaftity  in  Men  and  Women,  and  even  Ste¬ 
rility  ;  and  difperfing  all  Fantoms  of  Love  that  may 
be  reprefented  to  our  Fancy. 

Crude  Camphir  brought  from  Perjia^  China ,  and  the 
Ifle  Borneo,  is  a  kind  of  Gum,  which  fome  Phyfici¬ 
ans  believe  to  be  cold  and  dry,  becaufe  when  mixed 
with  cold  Medicines,  it  refrelhes  more  powerfully. 

But  others  maintain  the  contrary,  and  are  of  Opi¬ 
nion.  that  Camphir  is  hot  and  dry  in  the  fecond  De¬ 
gree,  becaufe  it  heats  the  Tongue  and  Stomach,  has  a 
quick  penetrating  Smell,  and  burns  in  the  Water.  In¬ 
deed  I  have  found  no  better  Remedy  after  being  weak- 
ned  by  much  Study,  than  to  put  a  Bit  of  Camphir  as 
big  as  a  Pin’s  Head  in  the  Mouth.  As  loon  as  it  melts 
by  the  Moifture  of  the  Mouth,  it  lends  Spirits  into  all 
the  Parts  of  the  Body,  which  refrelh  us  mightily,  and 
falling  afterwards  into  the  Stomach,  warms  it,  even 
as  to  hurt,  if  taken  in  too  great  Quantity. 

Some  Phyficians  are  of  Opinion,  that  People  who 
ule  it  much,  are  for  the  molt  part  barren,  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  its  Property  in  quenching  our  Flames,  and  de¬ 
ploying  the  Seed.  Truly 3ti$  too  confiderably  dry,  not 
to  diffipate  our  Humidities,  and  its  Matter  too  fubtil 
I  -  .  not 
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not  to  evaporate  the  moft  fpirituous  Part  of  our  Seed. 

But  this  Opinion,  tho’  ’tis  probable,  and  the  Expe¬ 
riment  Scaliger  made  upon  a  Game  Bitch,  hinders  us 
not  from  continuing  in  our  Opinion,  viz.  We  do  not 
believe  it  has  any  deftru&ive  effe£l  upon  the  Seed,  or 
is  any  ways  oppofite  to  Generation ;  for  the  contrary 
Opinion  is  not  eftablilh’d  on  Experience ;  and  what 
Scaliger  relates,  is  but  a  Angle  Experiment,  that  proves 
nothing  on  the  fide.  I  can  ftrengthen  what  I  fay  by 
Arguments  from  my  own  Experience,  and  that  of 
Tachemus ,  who  a  fibres  us,  that  thofe  who  purify 
Camphir  at  Venice ,  and  Amfterdcm ,  are  very  fertile, 
and  amoroufly  inclined. 

The  Women  which  ferved  at  the  Ceremonies  of 
Ceres  at  Athens ,  prepared  the  Beds  with  the  Branches 
of  Agnus  Cajius  in  the  Temple  confecrated  to  that 
Goddefs,  having  learned  by  Experience,  that  the 
Branches  of  this  Tree  would  overcome  immodeft 
Thoughts,  and  luftful  Dreams.  In  Imitation  of  thefe, 
feme  Chriftian  Monks  make  themfelves  Girdles  of 
the  lame  Branches,  which  bend  as  Willow  Twigs, 
and  pretend  thereby  to  ftifle  all  luftful  Motions  in 
their  Heart.  Indeed  the  Seed  of  this  Tree,  by  the  Ita¬ 
lians  called  Fipella ,  and  by  Sqrapion  Monks  Pepper, 
contributes  ftrangely  towards  rhe  prelerving  ones  lelf 
inlnnocency  :  For  taking  the  Quantity  of  2  Drachms 
It  hinders  the  Generation  of  the  Seed,  and  whatever  is 
produced  when  you  have  u fed  it,  is  diffipated  by  the 
Drinels  of  this  Seed,  and  the  fecret  Parts  Ihut  up  in 
fuch  fort,  that  they  do  not,  for  the  future,  receive 
any  Blood  for  the  Generation  of  more.  For  this 
fame  Reafon  perhaps  was  the  Statute  of  JEfculapius 
made  of  the  W ood  of  Agnus  Cajius :  And  in  the  Ce¬ 
remonies  of  promoting  Do&ors  of  Phyfick,  the  Can¬ 
didates  Reins  are  girt  with  a  Chain  of  Gold,  which 
©t  it  lelf  is  rdrefhing  *  fignifving,  that  one  mu  ft  be 
modeft  and  referved  in  praftiling  this  Art. 

Dryed  Rue  produces  the  fame  Effeas ;  its  Seed  be¬ 
ing  hot  and  dry  in  the  third  Degree,  as  well  as  that 
©f  Agnus  Cajius ,  deliccates  our  Seed  *  that  nothing’s 
'  >  remain* 
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remaining  for  amorous  Evacuations-  By  taking  from 
time  to  time  the  Quantity  of  two  Drachms,  one  is 
for  the  future  rendred  impotent  in  point  of  careffing, 
notwithftanding  all  Endeavour  to  the  contrary. 

I  cannot  here  pafs  by  in  Silence  that  horrid  Reme¬ 
dy  Fatiftim  Daughter  of  Antonhis  Pius  the  Emperor 
did  make  ufe  of  to  calm  the  immoderate  Paffion  lhe 
had  for  a  Gladiator:  The  Emperor  being  fond  of  her, 
thought  fhe  had  been  bewitched,  and  believed  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  a  Woman  without  Witchcraft  to 
abandon  her  Husband  that  was  endowed  with  fo 
many  good  Qualities,  as  was  Antoninus  Philofophus , 
to  be  in  Love  with  a  Gladiator  or  Wreftler  ;  which 
made  him  advife  with  the  Chaldeans ,  who  anfwered| 
That  Fauftina  ought  to  drink  the  Blood  of  him  fhe  loved , 
and  afterwards  lie  with  her  Husband,  in  Order  to 
hate  the  Gladiator  mortally.  In  effeft  the  Event  an- 
fwered  their  Promifes,  and  Antonins  Commodus  was 
born  from  thole  Embraces,  who  in  time  took  Angular 
Delight  in  Murder,  as  it  had  been  the  Occafion  of  his 
Life. 

A  R  T,  II. 

0/  Medicines  that  excite  to  embrace  one’s  JFife  ardently. 

I  Say  once  more,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  write  for 
thole  that  are  of  an  awkard  Humour,  my  Defign 
not  being  to  teach  Extravagancies  in  Love,  or  favour 
Vice,  and  at  the  lame  time  to  deftroy  Peoples  Health. 

The  Subjefl  which  I  treat  of  is  a  two  edged  Knife, 
that  is  fervict  able  to  thole  that  ufe  it  difcreetly,  and 
hurts  thofe  that  do  not  know  how  to  handle  it. 
Should  I  be  the  Author  of  any  Excefs,  the  Blame 
ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  me,  but  upon  thofe  that 
are  eafily  drawn  to  Vice,  and  are  not  vertuous  enough 
to  refill  their  natural  Propenfity.  The  Ground  is  not 
the  Caufe  of  our  Drunkennefs,  becaufe  it  furnilhes 
us  with  agreeable  Liquors  every  Year,  nor  the  Caufe 
of  our  Death,  becaufe  it  produceth  venomous  Plants. 

Wherefore  I  do  write  for  married  Men  who  are 
■  "  ■  -  1  «  •'  -  '  weak- 
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weakned  by  natural  Infirmities,  Age,  Debauches  of 
their  paft  Life,  or  fome  Chronick  Diftemper,  who 
have  not  Strength  enough  either  to  get  Children,  or 
fatisfie  their  Wives,  yet  leave  no  Stone  unturned  to 
have  lawful  Iflue,  and  fpare  neither  Purfe  nor  Health 
to  bring  it  about. 

I  admire  that  the  Cafuifts  among  all  the  Trifles 
they  have  written  on  the  Subjefl  handled  in  this  Book, 
have  forgotten  this  important  Queftion,  and  not 
taught  us  whether  his  a  Crime  to  provoke  an  amo¬ 
rous  Appetite,  either  for  performing  of  Duty  to  ones 
Wife,  or  to  get  Children :  For  thefe  two  Ends  appear 
very  reafonable  i  whereas  that  of  Pleafure  is  not  fo, 
be  it  what  it  will,  we  Qiall  examine  what  Remedies 
are  molt  proper  to  excite  us  to  Love,  according  to 
what  Nature  teaches  us. 

Nature  having  planted  in  the  Hearts  of  all  Men  a 
violent  defire  of  having  Children  to  fucceed  and  in¬ 
herit  their  Names  and  Eftates,  I  can  defcry  no.  Crime 
in  ieconding  this  natural  Propenftty,  provided  it  keeps 
it  felf  within  juft  Limits.  But  if  otherwife,  I  fhould 
not  make  Icruple  to  imitate  the  Italian  Doctor  in  this 
Point,  who  gave  an  Old  Woman  a  Purge  inftead 
of  a  Love-Potion. 

I  ftiall  not  fpeak  of  all  fuch  Remedies  as  ftir  us  up 
to  Love,  by  generating  much  Matter  in  our  fecret 
Parts,  as  Yolks  •  of  Eggs,  Cocks  Stones,  Crawfifh, 
Beefs  Marrow,  fweet  Wine,  and  other  things  that 
nourifh  much  :  Neither  ftiall  I  fpeak  of  fuch  Medi¬ 
cines  as  caufe  Winds,  as  Artichoaks,  Hippomanes, 
the  Member  of  a  Stagg  or  Bull  killed  in  the  Month 
of  May,  or  OBober ,  C-ubebs,  Cfc.  I  ftiall  only  confine 
my  lelf  to  thofe  that  are  of  the  molt  force,  to  en¬ 
courage  a  Man  to  embrace  his  Wife. 

I  fhall  tell  in  few  Words  what  my  Opinion  is  of 
the  little  Crocodile,  which  in  Latin  is  called  Scincus, 
and  may  be  named  the  Land  Crocodile ,  as  alfo  of 
Skirrets,  Satyrion,  Borax,  Opium,  Cantharides,  and 
the  Plant  mentioned  by  Tbeophraflm.  And  I  will  alfo 
here  advertife  thofe  that  are  flack  in  the  Exercife  of 
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Love,  not  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  Remedies  tiil  fuch 
time  as  natural  and  lawful  Means  have  been  try’d  in 
vain,  and  found  ineffe&ual.  Becaufe  we  are  igno¬ 
rant  in  France  of  the  little  Crocodile  commonly 
found  in  Egypt ,  and  have  no  Experience  of  it  but 
what  we  have  from  others.  I  fhall  content  my  felf 
to  fay,  that  the  Flefh  about  its  Kidnies  pulveriz’d, 
and  drank  in  fweet  Wine  to  the  Quantity  of  two 
Drachms,  works  Wonders  in  ftirring  up  a  Man  to 
love.  ’Tis  alfo  an  Ingredient  of  fuch  Medicines  as  ir¬ 
ritates  our  fecret  Parts,  and  makes  us  love  defperately . 

The  different  Names  given  to  Plants  by  each  Na¬ 
tion,  put  us  to  no  fmall  Trouble,  feeing  a  Vegetable  of 
fome  eminent  Virtue  is  liable  to  divers  Denominati¬ 
ons.  Inftance  Skirrets,  fo  confufedly  treated  of  by 
Authors,  that  I  own  the  belt  verfed  in  Botany  can 
fcarce  unfold  and  clear,  what  has  been  faid  of  this 
Vegetable  by  ancient  and  modern  Botannicks  Avicen¬ 
na. ,  Pliny  ^  Diofcorides ,  Efc.  are  all  miftaken  in  their 
Defcriptions  and  Names,  particular  Plants  being  fig- 
nified  by  thofe  various  Denominations  they  have  af 
figned  them. 

That  which  we  call  Skirrets  is  well  known  now  a 
Days  in  France  under  that  Name,  and  has  fuch  a 
Power  to  excite  Men  to  Love,  that  Tiberius  (if  we 
credit  the  Hiftorian)  one  of  the  moft  lafcivious  Empe¬ 
rors,  caufed  a  Quantity  to  be  brought  every  Year  from 
Germany ,  to  enable  him  to  lie  with  Women.  Indeed, 
all  Phyficians  agree  about  its  Qualities,  and  hold  that 
it  engenders  Plenty  of  Seed  and  Wind,  as  well  as  the 
Artichoak  •,  which  makes  the  SwecdiJI)  Women,  as 
Seamen  that  fail  to  thofe  Northern  Parts  affirm,  give 
it  to  their  Husbands  when  they  find  them  flack  in  the 
Bufinefs  of  Love,  or  conjugal  Duties. 

Satyrion  is  a  Plant  of  which  feverai  Species  are 
made,  which  may  all  be  indifferently  uled  as  to  what 
Effects  we  expert ;  its  Root  reprefents  commonly 
two  dry  Stones,  the  lower  bulbous,  juicy  and  hard, 
and  the  upper  fofc  and  withered,  as  being  older.  The 
firft  Root  ought  not  to  be  taken,  but  when  Needs 
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muft :  Neverthelefs  that  Satyrion  that  has  but  only 
one  bulbous  Root  ought  to  be  preferred  to  the 
reft,  as  feveral  Phyficians  hold.  However,  the  Bulbe 
of  all  thefe  Plants  produces  a  great  deal  of  Seed, 
and  generates  much  Wind,  being  roafted  in  the  Cin¬ 
ders,  and  afterwards  with  frefh  Butter,  Milk, 
Cloves  grofly  pounded,  or  elfe  preferred  with  Sugar. 
Thele  Roots  Ywell  our  Secret  Parts  thro’  rheir  fuper- 
fluous  Humidity,  and  render  us  like  Satyrs ,  whence 
this  Plant  takes  its  Name.  Some  a (cribe  fo  much 
Vertue  to  this  Root,  that  they  think  the  only  hold¬ 
ing  it  between  odes  Fingers  in  the  very  AH: ion  will 
powerfully  enable  to  perform. 

The  Compofition  or  Mixture,  called  by  Phyficians 
Diafatyrmi ,  derives  its  Name  from  rhis  Plant.  Take 
every  Morning  and  Night  the  Quantity  of  2  Drachms 
in  fweet  Wine,  or  Cows  Milk,  during  feven  or  eight 
Days,  they  allure  that  Old  Men  will  be  reftored  to 
the  Vigour  of  their  younger  Years  to  fatisfie  their 
Wives,  and  get  Heirs. 

There  is  a  certain  clammy  Liquor  fold  in  the  pub- 
lick  Houfos  of  Perjia ,  whole  Balls  is  a  kind  of  Saty- 
rion ,  very  common  in  that  Kingdom :  It  w'arms  much, 
and  ’tis  drank  hot  as  Coffee,  which  makes  its  ufe  a- 
mong  the  Perjians  more  frequent  in  \Vinter  than  in 
Summer,  efpecially  in  the  Northern  Parts  of  that 
Kingdom.  ’Tis  called  Schareb  Thaleb ,  that  is,  Fox 
Syrup,  becaule  the  Bulbe  of  the  Roots  of  Satyrion 
refembles  the  Tefticles  of  that  Animal.  Some  are  of 
Opinion,  that  this  is  the  amorous  Herb  of  Theophra* 
(ins,  which  we  (hall  examine  hereafter. 

Refined  Borax  is  in  the  number  of  thofe  Remedies 
that  incite  to  Love.  ’Tis  a  kind  of  Salt  our  Gold- 
fmiths  make  ufe  of  to  make  the  Gold  melt  the  better 
when  they  work  it.  It  penetrates  all  the  Parts  of  out 
Body,  opens  all  the  Veffels  by  the  Tenuity  of  its  Sub- 
ftance,  and  brings  all  fuch Matter  to  the  Privy  Parts  as 
is  fit  to  generate  Seed.  It  is  of  fo  great  Vertue,  that 
I  have  known,  by  repeated  Experiments,  that  if  one 
gives  a  Scruple  or  two  in  feme  convenient  Vehicle  to 
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a  Woman  that  has  a  difficult  Travail,  you  will  foon 
perceive  its  furprizing  Effects.  It  goes  prefently  to 
the  Genital  Parts,  and  there  works  what  Effects  one 
may  expert  from  a  Remedy  that  has  been  kept  fecret 
for  a  conliderable  Time.  j 

There  is  no  Fear  in  taking  it  by  the  Mouth,  it  be¬ 
ing  not  in  the  lea  ft  dangerous,  and  Phyficians  that 
have  written  ’tis  Poifbn,  have  confounded  the  Chy- 
focolla  of  the  Greeks  with  the  Batirach  of  the  Arabians . 
Both  one  and  the  other  ferving.for  the  eafier  melting 
of  Gold.  Thus  the  lame  Effects  of  Drugs,  and  the 
different  Names  given  them,  have  often  deceived  the 
moft  learned  and  moft  clear  fighted  Men. 

Why  fhould  we  be  averfe  toufe  it,  feeing  Fallopius 
De  Lebel ,  Roderigo  a  Cafio ,  and  Mercurialis  have  hap¬ 
pily  employed  it  in  Women’s  Diftsmpers:  And  this 
laft  affures,  that  ic  afts  fo  powerfully  upon  both  Sex¬ 
es,  as  often  to  caufe  Priapifm  if  taken  to  excels,  and 
■confequently  may  be  boldly  ufed,  but  with  Modera¬ 
tion. 

j  May  be,  fome  will  blame  me  for  placing  of  Opium 
larnong  the  Medicines  that  excite  to  Love,  which  ail 
[the  Ancients  believ’d  cold  in  the  fourth  Degree,  and 
deftruftive  to  Man  by  the  Predominancy  of  this  Qua¬ 
lity.  Inftead  of  inflaming  us,  they’ll  fay,  when  with 
a  Woman,  it  will  caufe  Sleep,  and  render  us  ftupid  ; 
but  if  we  confider  that  ’tis  bitter  and  fharp  to  the 
Tafte,  that  it  flames  in  the  Fire,  and  the  Eaftern  Na- 

Itions  make  uie  of  it  to  roufe  their  Valour  both  in  the 
Field  and  Bed,  we  will,  perhaps,  have  a  different 
Opinion  of  it. 

i  When  the  Emperor  of  the  Turks  raifes  an  Army,  the 
iSoldiers  provide  themfelves  with  Opium,  by  them 
i termed  Amfian,  to  make  ufe  of  it  as  our  Seamen  do 
I  of  Tobacco,  if  we  believe  Belian.  A  fmall  Dole  ta- 
jken  inwardly  raifes  Vapours,  that  trouble  the  Fancy 
: after  a  gentle  manner  as  Wine  does,  but  an  exceffive 
Dole  evaporates  our  natural  Hear,  and  diffipates  en¬ 
tirely  our  Spirits,  as  Saffron  when  taken  in  too  great 
si  Quantity* 
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The  Eaftern  People  being  naturally  exceffive  leache- 
rous  have  their  Fancy  always  embarafled  with  laf- 
civio’us  ObieEls,  and  when  they  have  taken  a  fmalli 
quantity  of  Opium,  to  which  they  are  commonly  u- 
jed,  their  Imagination  is  heated  more  than  before  bp 
a  certain  Titiilation  in  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Secret  Parts,  that  ’tis  no  wonder  they  are 
lo  unweildy  in  War,  and  Laicivious  with  Women. 

’Tis  Poifon  to  us  who  are  not  ufed  to  it,  tinlefs; 
we  are  as  healthy  and  robuft  as  Mr.  Charras ,  who? 
took  1 2  Grains.  'For  my  own  part  I  make  fcruple  of: 
of  giving  two  or  three  Grains  crude,  to  my  molt  ^vi¬ 
gorous  Patients  remembring  Itili  what  dreadful  tf 
tefts  I  have  feen  happen  upon  the  ill  application  of 
this  Medicine,  and  the  Rules  Zuingerus  gives  us  ini 
Relation  to  the  ufe  of  this  Drug. 

I  do  not  wonder  at  the  Turks ,  for  having  fuch  vi¬ 
olent  Inclinations  to  take  Opium,  in  order  to  enjoy 
an  inexpreffible  Voluptuoufnels.  For  my  own  part  I 
have  tried  this  Drug,  and  will  therefore  fincerely  tell 
what  I  my  felf  have  felt  from  the  ufe  of  it,  in  a  moft 
defperate  Diftemper.  In  1688,  I  was  troubled  with 
with  fuch  exceffive  Vomitings,  and  a  violent  Belly- 
Flux,  that  no  Remedies  were  of  any  ufe  to  me ;  I 
thought  if  there  was  any  Means  in  the  World  to  lave 
me,  it  muft  be  taken  2  Grains  of  the  Ample  Extract 
of  Opium  :  I  had  no  fooner  taken  it,  but  I  found  my 
felf  cured,  and  felt  for  the  whole  day  Pleafures  be¬ 
yond  expreffion.  As  I  take  it,  a  little  fweet  and  tick¬ 
ling  Vapour  flowed  infenfibly,  through  the  Nerves 
and  exteriour  Membranes  of  my  Body.  This  Vapour 
occafioned  exceffive  Pleafure,  for  from  the  Nape 
of  the  Neck  and  Shoulders  to  the  Arms  I  felt  a 
tickling  that  caus’d  exceffive  Pleafure  ^  this  agree¬ 
able  Vapour  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  Feet 
and  Knees,  and  more  particularly  felt  about  the  Whirl- 
bone  of  the  Knees.  1  perceived  this  Pleafure  often  in 
numbering  that  day,  fb  that  I  was  not  lorry  to  have 
been  ill,  having  felt  Tranfports  that  were  fhadows 
of  thole  in  Heaven.  Therefore  I  do  not  in  the  leal! 
?  ’  won- 
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wonder  that  tTlofe  of  the  Levant  arefo  fond  of  Opiurff 
feeing  it  caafes  lb  much  pleafure  to  thofe  that  take  it. 

Spamfl)  Flyes,  or  Cantharidcs,  have  fo  much  power 
upon  the  Bladder  of  both  Sexes,  that  if  you  take  only 
two  or  three  Grains,  there  enfues  fucn  a  heat  as  to 
render  you  lick.  Inftance  what  happened  fome  Years 
ago  to  a  Friend  of  mine  that  is  yet  alive.  His  Rival 
being  in  difpair  becaule  he  had  married  his  Miftrefs 
refolved  to  put  fome  Cantharides  in  a  Pear-pye,  which 
he  cauffd  to  be  given  him  his  Wedding  Night, 
Night  being  come  the  Husband  engaged  his  Wife  fo 
furioufly  as  to  diforder  her,  but  thefe  Delights  foon 
changed  into  Moans,  the  Man  being  himfflfextream- 
ly  inflamed  with  a  difficulty  of  making  Water,  found 
he  voided  Blood  through  the  Yard.  His  fear  increaffd 
his  Diftemper,  and  render’d  him  very  faint ;  but  be¬ 
ing  treated  with  all  imaginable  Care,  and  proper  Me¬ 
dicines  adminiftred,  he  was  at  laft  cured  but  not 
without  difficulty. 

The  Herb  of  Theophra/hts  was  that  fent  to  Antioclms 
by  Andro  Pbyle  Ring  of  the  Indies,  being  very  effica¬ 
cious  in  exciting  Men  to  Womens  Embraces,  and  in 
this  furpaffed  all  the  Vertues  of  other  Plants,  if  we 
may  beleive  the  Indian  that  brought  it,  he  alluring 
that  it  had  invigorated  him  for  70  Embraces,  buc 
withal  own’d  that  in  the  laft  Efforts  he  did  not  eva¬ 
cuate  any  Seed. 

Thofe  that  have  travell’d  in  the  Indies  inform  us, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  World  are 
more  lafcivious  than  we,  and  that  ’tis  fome  of  their 
chief  Bufinefs  to  purfue  the  Delights  of  Love;  and  be- 
caufe  they  take  Pleafure  in  this  Excerciff,  they  have 
found  out  Medicines  as  may  prompt  them  to  more 
ready  performances, they  commonly  ufing  Betel ,  Are- 
ea,  or  Bangue ,  which  they  take  fometimes  alone,  and 
fometimes  mixt  with  a  little  calcined  Cockle-lhel). 

The  Herb  Tbeopbrajhis  fpeaks  of,  is  without  doubt 
one  of  thefe  three  things,  and  if  I  divine  right,  I 
Ihouid  rather  chuff  the  Bangue  than  the  other  two, 
grounding  my  choice  upon  this,  that  the  Bangue,  as 
'  £  K  Clufm 
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Cluftis  reports,  has  Qualities  like  unto  that  of  Majlacl 
of  the  Turks,  which  is  nothing  but  the  Jmftan  of 
the  Eaftern  Nations,  according  to  Baubin.  So  that  if 
the  Jmftan  renders  Men  more  brisk  and  lacivious,  as 
is  laid  before  ,  the  Bavgue  will  produce  the  lame  E£ 
lefts,  if  we  beieive  thole  that  have  uled  it,  that  is  to 
fay,  it  will  make  us  ardently  love  the  Company  of 
Women,  and  caufe  agreeable  Ravings  in  ones  fleep 
when  uled  in  a  finall  quantity.  But  if  much  is  taken 
one  becomes  ftark  mad  5  witnefs  the  Indian  Women, 
who  being  willing  to  Ihow  what  Love  they  have  had 
for  their  Husbands  during  theirLife,take  a  great  deal 
of  Bavgue  mixt  with Sefamits,  and  immediately  grow 
Hark  mad,  throwing  themlelves  into  the  Fire  where 
the  Corps  of  rheir  deceafed  Husbands  are  confirmed. 

ThisConiefture  has  given  Birth  to  two  more  ;  one, 
that  the  Bavgue  of  the  Eallerlings  is  the  Egyptian  Ban - 
jan,  which  C&far  Alpinus  affirms  to  have  a  teed  like 
to  that  of  a  fmall  Cottcn  ^  the  other  is  the  Herb 
we  call  Stramonium ,  which  is  a  kind  of  Solannm  or 
Night-lhade,  the  Seed  of  which  they  traffick  withal 
in  the  Baft ,  as  with  Tobacco  in  the  Weft, 

This  Conjefture  is  fijpported  by  the  Relation  of  an 
honelt  Man  that  has  palfed  lome  Years  in  the  Indies 
who  has  told  me,  that  the  Eallerlings  made  ule  of  a 
little  Seed  that  rendered  them  as  it  were  mad  when 
near  Women,  and  he  hath  delcribed  it  unto  me  like 
unto  that  of  Stramonium ,  which  agrees  very  well  with 
whac  Hof  man  learned  from  the  Phyfician  Ratbzemback 
who  informed  him  that  the  Turks  had  in  a  For.trels  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  Chriltians  in  the  Year  j  <$65,  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  this  Seed. 

Belides  Stramonium  which  the  Turks  call  Catania,  or 
Eatouh ,  works  the  lame  effefts  as  Bavgue  ■  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  of  its  Seed  being  given  to  People  in  Wine  render 
them  Joyful,  and  fills  their  Imagination  with  agree¬ 
able  Ohjefts ;  And  the  Paffion  of  Love  being  the  molt 
predominant  in  the  Fa  Item  People,  we  ought  not  to 
wonder  they  are  moved  by  the  vertue  of  this  Plant, 
or  their  having  veiy  agreeable  Dreams,  and  that  they 

'W- 
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are  ftrangely  franfpofted  with  Women  when  awake. 

But  it  muft  not  be  played  withal,  for  if  thofe  that 
are  moft  ufed  to  it  take  the  quantity  of  three  Drachms 
they  become  raving  mad  for  two  or  three  days ;  when 
I  the  Dofe  is  ftronger  they  dye,  half  an  Ounce  killing 
the  moft  rob  oft  and  vigorus  Men,  ° 

My  former  Conjectures  feemed  to  be  pretty  well 
grounded  ;  but  1  have  been  informed  fince  from  very 
good  Hands,  that  the  Oriental  Bavgue  is  both  a  Vege¬ 
table  and  a  Compofition,  at  leait  with  the  Per  jam 
l  and  thole  of  the  Levant .  The  Barbarians  of  Madagas¬ 
car  and  adjacent  Ifles  that  are  near  Africa,  call  it 
'Aetb  Mangha ,  the  Egyptians  Afy,ox  Ajjis ,  or  Axis ,  and 
the  Turks  Azeatb  :  Novv  the  Ajjis  of  the  Egyptians  %„ 
nifies  only  a  Herb  by  Excellency,  which  I  take  ro  be 
our  Hemp.  Examining  the  Ajiatich  Bartgue ,  and  j?_ 
gyp  ti a  ns  Bargain,  I  find  there  is  almoft  the  Mangha  of 
the  Africans,  < excepting  feme  Few  Letters.  Whence 
we  conclude,  that  the 'lafcivious  Vegetable  mentioned 
by  Theophrajlus  is  Hemp,  rather  than  any  thing  elfe 
becaufe  it  has  a  rank  fmell,  caufes  Drunkennefs,  and 
troubles  the  Fancy.  The  fame  may  be  laid  of  the  Com- 
ipolmon  made  of  it,  as  I  have  written  more  at  large  in 
my  Book  of  Drinks.  And  there  is  no  reafon  to  beleive 
that  it  is  either  Stramonium ,  or  Satyrion ,  or  the  Afri¬ 
can  Sumag,  which  may  be  is  our  Satyrion,  nor  laitly, 
the  Jenzeg  of  the  Tartars  and  Cbinefes.  5 

I  own  that  the  Europeans  do  nor  find  the  fameEf- 
!e£is  from  Narcoticks  as  the  Ajiatich  and  Africans  do, 
Cultom  and  life  producing  different  Eftefts  in  thofe 
hat  ufe  the  afoteiaid  Drugs;  And  we  enjoy  a  Tran- 
juility  of  Soul,  with  feme  Titillation  in  the  Body, 
vhereas  others  are  troubled  with  an  Amorous  Mad- 
iels;  All  thofe  Medicines  being  feafoned  with  Amber- 
pea  fe  or  Musk,  are  more  efficacious,  and  incite  more 
o  Love,  Experience  teaching  us,  that  thefe  two  Per- 
umes  bring  Humours  to  the  privy  Parts,  and  caufe  a 
fitiilation. 

I  will  not  fpeak  of  the  Lyons-fiefh,  Experience  hav- 
ng  fhewed  that  ’tis  pernicious  to  Men  ;  For  a  Do- 
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er  giving  three  Grains  to  Califns  Pattern  in  order  tot 
provoke  his  Luft,  killed  him  inftead  of  curing  him. 

Medicines  taken  inwardly  do  not  only  provoke 
Leachery,  but  alfo  outward  Applications  contribute: 
much  in  the  form  of  Liniments  to  anoint  the  Reins; 
and  Genital  parts.  Such  Linimentsare  made  with  Ho¬ 
ney,  liquid  Storax,  Oyl  of  Ants,  Frefli -butter  or  Wild- 
goofe-greafe  •,  to  which  is  added  a  little  Euphorbinm.i 
Ground  fell,  Ginger  or  Pepper,  to  make  the  Medicine 
penetrating  -,  and  la  ft,  perfume  it  with  fome  grains 
of  Ambergreafe,  Musk  or  Civet. 

But  the  Spark  we  elie  where  mentioned  after  Cceli- 
vs  Rbodigimts,  made  ufe  of  a  Pleafant  Medicine  tor 
provoke  tuft.  He  caufed  himfelftobe  whipt  found- 
iy  in  the  Adtion  5  and  if  fome  times  they  whip  hiir 
moderately,  either  out  of  refpeff  or  pity,  he  fell  in 
to  a  paffion  with  thofe  that  fpared  him,  being  neve;; 
better  contented  than  when  Pain  obliged  him  to  fatid 
fie  his  inordinate  Luft. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Whether  the  'Man  feels  more  Pleafure  hi  mutual  Cdi 

reffes  than  the  Woman . 

THere  is  no  Pleafure  fwifter  or  greater  than  that 
of  Love,  it  exhilerating  all  the  Body  in  an  irr 
itant,  and  filling  the  Soul  with  Tranfport.  We  neec 
no  Inhrutfions,  nor  means  to  learn  to  Love,  Nature 
having  implanted  in  our  Hearts  fomething,  l  do  no: 
know  what,  or  loving  which  is  cultivated  by  degtefc 
as  we  grow  up,  and  when  itincites  us  to  carefs  a  Wc 
man,  tis  hardly  expreffible  how  many  ways  their  an 
to  pieate  us  ;  the  Approaches  of  Love  being  as  deli 
cions  as  the  enjoyment  it  felf.  The  pain  we  fuller  i* 
loving,  pleafes  before  the  pleafure  it  felf  In  fhorr 
ali  the  Pafhons  of  the  Soul  are,  in  a  manner,  Slave 
to  tins  Amorous  Paffion. 

The  quick  and  unfpeakable  fenfe  we  have  of  tfe: 
'  ■  Pleafure 
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Pleafures  of  Matrimony,  makes  us  know  their  Au¬ 
thor,  and  lam  of  Opinion  that  God  has  been  willing 
to  make'  their  greatnels  and  excels  known,  that  we 
might  thereby  have  a  foretafte  of  thole  we  may  hope 
for,  for  the  future,  i  fhould  never  have  been  bold  e- 
nough  to  have  advanc’d  this  Thought,  if  St.  Aufl in 
had  not  furnilhed  trie  therewith  in  the  14th  Book  of 
the  City  of  God,  Ch.  17.  Ido  not  wonder,  continues 
he,  that  the  Pie  fures  we  take  with  Women  are  fo  excef- 
five  furpafjing  all  that  Men  may  he  made  fenfible  of,  they 
touching  to  the  fhiick  both  inwardly  and  outwardly,  fee¬ 
ing  our  Body  and  Soul  are  fib  much  tranjported ,  that  as 
Holy  as  we  may  be,  we  cannot  avoid  thefe  Pleafures  in  Ma¬ 
trimony,  if  we  apply  our  j elves  to  get  Children. 

I  cannot  be  perlwaded  a  Man  of  Senle  would  take 
pleafure  in  fo  often  repenting,  if  Nature  had  not  pla¬ 
ced  exceffive  Delights  in  the  A 8: ion  of  Love.  But 
the  flattering  of  Love  being  fo  engaging,  his  impolh- 
ble  to  be  fecur’d  from  their  Snares.  The  Pleafures 
taken  in  Womens  Company  malt  needs  be  great, - 
fince  Devils  according  to  Divines,  love  them  fo  much. 

Daily  Experience  informs  us,  that  the  Pleafures  of 
Matrimony  do  not  render  us  happy.  To  the  contra-' 
ry,  there  are  few  but  what  repent  after  having  rafted, 
them,  as  we  laid  but  now,  a  little  reflecting  on  the  At- 
tra Clives  of  Love  will  convince  us  ,  that  they  ought 
not  to  he  our  only  aim  $  for  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the 
Pleafures  of  Matrimony  are  only  definable  for  the 
lake  of  Generation,  and  to  keep  us  chafte  and  obedi¬ 
ent  unto  God’s  Commandments,  who  is  defirous  to 
fill  Heaven  with  bleifed  Spirits,  the  Inftruments  and 
Organs  whereof  we  are.  Carnal  Men  do  not  under- 
ftand  this  Language,  the  Spiritual  ones  talte  it  alone. 
For  thole  believe  that  the  good  of  Marriage  con- 
lifts  in  the  Pleafures  of  the  Flelh,  and  believe  that 
hurtful  which  flints  their  Pleafures ;  let  fuch  defile 
themfeives  and  die.  But  thole  that  aim  at  nothing  but 
to  obey  God,  and  fatisfie  his  Commandments,  that 
have  a  Wife,  as  if  they  had  none ,  as  St.  haul  fpeaks, 
and  no  greater  Enemies  than  thole  that  hinder  "them 
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from  doing  their  Duty,  let  them  be  comforted  in  our 
Lord. 

Love  is  felt  every  where,  thole  that  inhabit  Grot' 
toes  and  Deferts  being  fubjeft  to  its  Empire  ;  it  touch¬ 
es  them  all  as  well  as  us  *,  and  this  Paffion  exerts  its 
Power,  as  well  in  the  molt  hideous  Forefts,  as  in  the 
moft  peopled  Cities. 

Plea fu re  of  the  Body  confifts  in  not  feeling  any 
Pain  :  That  of  the  Mind  is  an  inward  Joy  of  not  be¬ 
ing  made  Slave  to  its  Paffions.  But  the  Pleafures  of 
Wedlock  are  fomething  Divine,  when  not  palling  the 
Bounds  of  right  Realon,  which  obliged  the  Ancients 
to  feign,  that  Venus ,  who  took  care  of  the  lawful  Acti¬ 
ons  of  married  People,  to  be  honeft  and  modeft,  this 
Pleafure  being  granted  by  Nature  as  an  Attractive  to 
she  Perpetuation  of  the  Species.  • 

There  is  no  Crime  in  lharing  amorous  Pleafures 
with  a  Wife,  if  we  believe  Solomon  and  St.  Bonaven- 
tvre ,  and  we  muft  not  imagine  that  Nature  has  join¬ 
ed  Pleafures  to  the  Conjunction  of  Sexes  to  render 
them  criminal.  -  -  y-  y"  : 

Of  thefe  three  forts  of  Pleafures,  viz.  that  of  the 
Body,  the  Soul,  and  of  Love,  the  laft  is  without 
doubt  moft  prevalent  and  greateft.  Our  Body  and 
Souid  would  in  a  manner  melt  in  Joy  when  perpetu* 
ating  themfe!ves,and  thele  two  conftituting  Parts  find 
ib  much  Satisfaction  therein,  that  no  Body  as  yet  has 
been  able  to  exprefs  the  Raptures. 

If  Love  makes  us  ftray  from  our  felves,  and  lole  out 
denies,  ’tis  a  proof  of  the  violence  of  its  Pleafures. 
Our  Age  furnifhes  us  with  Examples  enough,  without 
having  recourle  to  Antiquity,  the  Court  of  Juft  ice, 
which  our  Monarch  ertablifh’d  not  long  ago  againft 
P oifoners,  fhews  by  its  Sentences  how  tar  the  Tranf- 
ports  of  Love  will  go.  If  its  Pleafures  were  not 
charming  and  taking,  we  fiiould  not  be  Spectators  of 
ib  many  dismal  effects  every  Day ;  nor  had  Vituvio 
and  Berner  loft  them  Lives  in  being  defirous  to  give 
It  to  others,  if  they  had  not  been  bewitched'  ' 

Both  Man  and  W oman  talte  exeeffive  Pleafures  in 
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mutual  Carefles,  and  ’tis  difficult  for  me  to  deter¬ 
mine  which  receives  the  molt.  Yet  feeing  we  may 
difcover  which  of  the  two  has  the  moft  fenfibie  and 
twilled  Genitals,  engenders  moft  Wind,  has  the 
ftrongeft  Fancy,  hotteft  and  moft  fluid  Blood,  I  am 
apt  to  believe  the  Queftion  may  ealily  be  decided. 

No  doubt  but  our  Privy-parts  are  more  fenfibie 
than  thofe  of  Women,  being  all  nervous,  or  to  ex¬ 
plain  my  felf  better,  nothing  but  Nerves:  Whereas 
the  Womens  Parts  are  fleffiy,  and  confequently  lefs 
fen  Able.  If  amongft  all  the  Parts  of  our  Body,  the 
Nerves  feel  the  quickeft  Pain  when  they  are  touched, 
they  muft  allb  receive  the  greateft  Pleafure.  Befidcs, 
our  Spermatick  Veffels,  thro’  which  the  Seed  paffeth, 
are  extreamly  twined  and  twilled,  and  our  Teft.icles, 
properly  fpeaking,  only  a  Contexture  of  Nerves  and 
Veffels  folded  one  under  another-.  That  could  we  un- 
twift  the  Spermatick  Veffels,  and  afterwards  meafure 
them,  1  ffiould  not  tell  a  Lye  in  laying,  that  they  are 
eight  or  ten  times  longer  than  we  are  tall  5  whereas 
thole  of  Women  are  not  longer  than  a  Finger. 

Winds  being  neceffary  for  the  Plea  lures  of  Love, 
as  we  have  proved  it  elfewhere,  we  muft  own,  that 
as  Men  are  more  irregular  in  their  Way  of  Living 
than  Women,  they  engender  alfo  a  great  deal  more 
Winds  and  flatuous  Spirits. 

We  have  alfo  a  firmer  Mind,  and  ftronger  Fancy, 
than  Women.  The  Filaments  of  our  Brain  are  more 
ftretched  and  hard,  and  when  we  love  ’tis  wit  h  great¬ 
er  Force  and  Spirit.  Women  to  the  contrary  are  of 
a  more  inconftant  Mind,  and  weaker  Fancy.  The 
Fibres  of  the  Brain  are  fofter,  and  more  flexible ;  and 
tho’  they  appear  fometimes  to  love  more  ardently,  yet 
they  do  not  feel  fo  much  Pleafure  in  Carefles  as  we. 

In  fine,  our  Blood  is  fharper  and  hotter  than  theirs, 
being  agitated  with  more  Force ;  and  fome  Men  will 
fhake  with  Cold  at  the  Approach  of  a  Woman  they 
have  a  mind  to  embrace ;  the  Heart  and  Brain,  fend¬ 
ing  at  fuch  a  time,  the  greateft  part  of  the  Heat  and 
Spirits  with  Precipitation  to  the  genital  Pars. 

K  4  Wh$* 
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When  the  Seed  fwoln  with  Spirits  makes  its  Paf- 
fage  thro’  our  twitted  Veffels,  we  are  drunk  with  Joy 
The  hot  and  trickling  Vapors  that  arife  from  it,  and 
the  precipitate  Motion  of  the  Spirits  that  penetrate 
the  Membranes,  contributing  not  a  little  to  thefe  Sen- 
finalities 

Altho’  Women  are  touched  to  the  Quick  by  the 
Pleafiires  of  Love  when  we  embrace  them j  yeti 
cannot  believe  that  their  Senfibility  is  fo  great  as  ours, 
their  Seed  being  liquid  and  lefs  hot,  is  not  filled  with 
lo  many  Spirits,  and  does  not  fally  out  with  that 
Swiftnels  as  ours. 

Whatever  it  be,  one  may  fay,  that  the  Queftion  is 
ft  ill  undecided,  and  that  it  cannot  be  determined,  un- 
lefs  we  chufe  Tirejias  for  Umpire  ^  who  having  been 
both  Man  and  Woman,  can  beft  judge  who  of  the 
two  Sexes  receives  the  moft  Pleafure.  He  decided  in 
Favour  of  Jupiter  againft  Juno,  and  gave  his  Verdift, 
That  Women  took  more  Pleafure  than  Men  in  mu¬ 
tual  Careffes. 

Indeed,  we  may  fay,  that  the  Genitals  of  Women 
are  agitated  with  more  violence  when  they  defire  to 
be  moiftened  by  the  Man's  Seed,  and  that  they  feel 
greater  Pleafure  when  their  Parts  draw,  and  fuck  our 
Humours  for  Conception  ^  befides,  feeing  they  watte 
by  confiderable  Evacuations,  fome  have  been  indu¬ 
ced  to  affirm  boldly,  that  the  Pleafure  of  Women  fur- 
paffeth  by  one  third  that  of  Men. 

but  without  confining  my  felf  to  anfwer  this  laft 
Opinion,  I  (hall  conclude  with  Hippocrates ,  That  Wo¬ 
men  feel  lefs  Pleajuie  than  Men  ;  but  theirs  is  of 
longer  Duration  ^  for  Nature  having  made  our  Plea- 
lure  fhort-liv’d,  has  alfo  made  it  exceffive  ;  whereas 
•that  of  Women  being  lefs,  is  made  up  in  its  longer 
Continuance  :  And  without  doubt  this  made  Tirejias 
give  it  for  Jupiter r  taking  Duration  for  the  Excels^  of 

F  painpp  i  .  ■  :  s  '  r! 
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'jiftev  what  Manner  married  People  ought  to  carefs. 

I  Would  not  have  treated  of  this  Matter,  but  that 
I  found  it  do  ill  handled  in  the  Books  of  Cafuifts, 
that  no  true  Confequences  can  be  drawn  without  ma- 
nileft  Injury  to  Truth.  The  Ground  of  this  Quefti- 
on  is  found  in  Experiments,  the  Books  of  Nature,  or 
thole  of  famous  Phylicians,  which  the  greateit  Part 
of  Divines,  Cafuifts  and  Confeffors  have  never  read, 
fo  that  I  do  not  wonder  that  they  are  lb  grolly  mifta- 
ken  in  this  lort  of  Sufinefs. 

Nature  has  taught  both  Sexes  fuch  Poftures  as  are 
allowable,  and.  that  contribute  to  Generation  ;  and 
Experience  has  Ihown  thole  that  are  forbidden  and 
contrary  to  Health. 

The  End  of  Marriage,  according  to  the  Sentiment 
of  the  Church,  is  to  get  Children,  and,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  allay  the  heat  of  Concupilcence.  Excels  is 
only  blamed  in  the  Carefles  of  Women,  and  held  a 
Capital  Crime  when  palling  the  Bounds  of  Rea  Ion. 
Wherefore  the  Chriftian  Religion  abominates  fuch 
Carefles,  as  only  aim  at  Senfualities ;  and  Phyfick 
being  only  bent  upon  the  Preservation  of  Mens  Health, 
preferibes  Rules  for  the  right  life  of  fuch  Refrefli- 
ments  as  Nature  allows  of. 

The  Poftures  the  Courtrzana  Cyrene  formerly  invent¬ 
ed  to  the  Number  of  twelve,  pubiilhed  by  Phylenis 
and  AJlyanaJfe^compoTcd  in  Verfe  by  Elephantis^ and  af¬ 
terwards  by  theOrder  of  the  Emperour  Tiberius  paint¬ 
ed  about  his  Hall, are  full  demonlfrations.that  Women 
are  better  verfed  in  the  Pliantnefs  of  Love  than  we, 
being  they  give  themlelves  more  up  to  Senfualities. 
Indeed  their  Paffion  is  more  violent,  and  their  Pieafure 
of  a  longer  Continuance,  as  Fire  kept  in  green  Wood, 
thro’  the  Weaknels  and  Ficklenels  of  their  judgment. 
Tho’  3  certain  Author  in  thefe  latter  Ages,  has  under,- 
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taken  to  treat  of  the  Poftures  of  Love,  ana  has  had 
them  engraven  by  the  Canaches  j  yet  I  am  perfwaded 
that  he  has  not  met  with  that  Succefs  as  Women  that 
have  meddled  therewith  $  they  being  able  to  baffle  all 
Attempts  of  this  Nature  in  what  part  of  the  World 
foever,  Nature  teaches  both  Sexes  fuch  Poftures  as 
are  allowable,  and  contribute  to  Generation,  and  Ex¬ 
perience  teaches  fuch  as  are  forbidden  and  deftru&ive 
to  Health.  The  Genital  Parts  of  Men  are  not  con¬ 
trived  to  carefs  ftanding  5  our  Health  receiving  great 
Inconveniences  in  a  Pofture  lo  oppofite  to  Generati¬ 
on  ;  for  all  the  Nervous  Parts  being  ftrained  are  put 
to  Pain.  The  Eyes  are  dazled,  the  Head  fwims,  the 
Back-bone  fuffers,  the  Knees  tremble,  and  the  Legs 
ieem  to  yield  to  the  Weight  of  the  whole  Body,  la 
ihort,  ’tis  the  Spring  and  Source  of  all  our  Weak¬ 
ness,  Gouts  and  Rheumatifms.  Befides,  Generation 
is  fruftrated,  the  Matter  communicated  not  being  re¬ 
ceived  as  it  ought  into  the  place  deftined  for  its  ufe, 
the  Vagina  being  too  much  preffed  by  the  Pofture  of 
the  Woman  in  fuch  Adventures. 

Nor  is  a  fitting  Pofture  becoming  an  orderly  Love  j 
it  being  difficult  for  the  Parts  to  join,  and  the  Seed 
to  be  received  in  order  to  form  a  Child  accomplifti- 
ed  in  all  its  Parts.  •  ‘  .  f  J 

Man,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  ought  to 
have  the  Empire  over  the  Woman,  and  being  count¬ 
ed  Lord  of  all  Creatures,  is  very  bale  to  fubmit  in 
Love  Exploits.  Tis  beneath  his  Prerogative  to  afford 
fuch  Comptaifance,  and  no  fmall  Breach  of  his  Privi¬ 
lege  to  yield  to  the  Capricios  of  a  Woman  abandoned 
to  fuch  lewd  Tricks.  And ’t  would  certainly  be  more 
advifable  to  put  a  Man  upon  carefiring  his  Wife  the 
back  way,  than  insinuate  a  Diffolution,  particularly 
when  the  Woman  is  naturally  fat,  and  her  Belly  lb 

picked,  as  to  baffle  the  Efforts  of  the  common  Situ¬ 
ation.  •  -  ;  i 

Inftead  of  getting  Children,  a  Woman  is  rendred 
barren  by  this  Pofture  ^  what  perchance  is  the  Pro¬ 
duct  of  luch  Careffes  is  either  fmall  or  imperfeff. 

,  •  v  '  * r  *  The 
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The  fmall  quantity  of  Matter  furnifhed  by  the  Father 
is  endowed  with  fo  few  Spirits,  that  the  Soul,  which 
muft  in  time  animate,  and  make  ule  of  it  as  an  Inftru- 
ment  for  its  Faculties,  can  perform  nothing  of  any 
Value.  The  Children  become  Dwarfs,  Cripples, 
Iiunch-back’d,fquint  ey’d,  and  ftupid  Blockheads,  and 
by  their  Imperfe&ions  fully  evidence  the  irregular 
Life  of  their  Parents,  without  putting  us  to  the  trou¬ 
ble  to  fearch  the  Caufe  of  fuch  Defers  any  farther. 

The  molt  common  Pofture  is  that  which  is  molt 
allowable,  and  molt  voluptuous  5  we  fpeak  Mouth 
to  Mouth,  we  kifs,  carels,  when  we  embrace  before. 

When  a  Man  is  too  heavy,  and  the  Woman  ex  - 
treamly  tender,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  ’tis  not  contrary 
to  the  Laws  of  Nature  to  carefs  tideways  in  Imitation 
of  Foxes.  One  may  by  this  Pofture  avoid  all  the  Ac¬ 
cidents  a  tender  Woman  is  expofed  to  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Situation,  and  no  Suffocations  or  Milcarriages 
ever  happen  thereupon. 

I  fhould  here  place  the  pofture  of  careffing  a  Wo¬ 
man  the  back-way  amongft  thole  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  if  one  Philofopher  and  two  Phyfici- 
ans  were  not  of  a  contrary  Opinion.  All  the  Brutes, 
.excepting  lome  few,  join  after  that  manner,  Nature 
having  taught  them  no  other  way  to  engender.  The 
Matrix  of  Females  is  in  a  better  condition  to  receive 
the  Seed  of  the  Male,  and  better  difpoled  to  retain 
and  foment  it,  it  not  being  able  to  Aide  out  lo  ealily 
as  in  another  Pofture  *  and  Experience  having  con¬ 
firmed  to  them,  that  Women,  before  barren,  have 
been  impregnated  after  this  manner. 

In  effeff,  Anatomy  (hews  us,  that  the  Womb  is  a 
great  deal  better  fituated  for  a  Conception  when  a 
Woman  is  upon  all  Fours,  than  when  lying  on  her 
Back.  The  bottom  is  lower  than  the  Orifice,  and 
the  Seed  be  injected  as  it  runs,  and  by  its  own  Weight 
falls  down  to  the  place  it  ought  to  be  preferved  in  for 
Generation.  This  Pofture  is  the  moft  natural  and 
lea  ft  voluptuous:  The  Aftion  of  Love  furnilhing 
Pleafure  enough  of  it  felf,  without  obliging  us  to 
)  '  leek 
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feek  for  it  by  new  Figures.  I  do  not  in  the  lea  ft 
doubt  but  Cafuifts  will  allow  us  to  make  ule  of  this 
way,  being  ’tis  to  avoid  Senfualities  in  the  Embraces 
of  Women. 

Moreover,  as  the  Law  commands  the  Husband  to 
perform  Duty  to  his  Wife,  when  fire  feems  to  love 
him  ardently  ;  fo  the  fame  Law  commands  the  Wo¬ 
man  to  return  the  fame  Duty  when  he  cannot  over-, 
come  his  Paffions  by  other  means.  If  peradventure 
fhe  Ihould  have  a  mind  to  quench  his  Concupifcence 
about  the  latter  end  of  her  going  with  Child,  why 
might  he  not  be  fuffered  to  carets  her  backwards  ra¬ 
ther  than  Hide  the  Child,  that  is  upon  point  of  being 
born,  or  go  fo  me  where  elfe  to  commit  a  Crime.' 
There  is  no  fear  of  mifcarrying  in  this  Pofture,  the 
Back-bone  differing  rather  than  the  Belly,  by  fuch 
Joggingsand  Joultings  as  Men  generally  exert  in  fuch 
Encounters. 

Indeed  St.  Thomas ,  whom  Divines  count  the  belt 
of  Cafuifts,  is  of  this  Opinion.  He  teaches,  that  ’tis 
no  Crime  for  married  Perlons  to  carefs  the  back-way, 
provided  it  be  not  to  take  exceffive  Pleafures,  but 
only  for  lawful  Reafon ;  as  when  a  Man’s  Belly  is  too 
big,  or  there  is  fear  of  ftifling  the  Child  that  draws 
near  its  Birth.  ,  " 

Fi aulims  A  gin  eta  and  Mercttrialis ,  after  the  Philolo- 
pher  Lupretiits,  are  of  this  Opinion,  that  Women  con¬ 
ceive  1  boner  in  being  carefled  the  back-wav  than  the 
other  5  and  I  no  wile  think  they  would  fpeak  of  the 
Gnqurmous  Crime,  which  the  Scriptures  do  not  diltin- 
guifh  by  any  Name,  no  Body  conceiving  after  that 
manner  ;  and  Philolophers,  who  follow  the  Laws  of 

Nature,  being  commonly  averfe  to  Notions  that  fub- 
vert  its  general  Maxims. 

but  here  1  am  more  fenfible  than  elfewhere,  that 
the  Things  1  treat  of  are  too  tender  to  be  largely 
handled.  I  protelf  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  Power 
to  make  choice  or  milder  Terms  to  explain  my 
Thoughts  upon  this  Subject,  and  if  fometimes  I  have 
palled  the  Bounds  of  Decency,  as  did  formerly 
•  :•  '  St. 
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St.  Aujiln ,  you  mult  afcribe  it  to  the  ftrength  of  tfi<2 
Matter  in  Hand. 
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If  there  is  greater  Inconvenience  in  kiftng  an  ugly  Tfo~ 

man  than  a  pretty  one. 

* 

BEauty  is  one  of  the  greateft  Privileges  granted  by 
Nature  to  gain  Authority  over  others,  this 
Quality  exercifing  a  kind  of  Tyranny  over  Men,  and 
charming  them  after  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner, 
that  even  the  molt  barbarous  People  are  feniible  of 
Its  Attraffives  $  which  obliges  this  very  Day  foma 
People  of  Africa  to  let  the  comlieft  and  handfomelt 
Man  among  them  upon  the  Throne ^  and  the  lame 
Coniideration  moved  a  Bifhop  of  Milan ,  to  chufe  the 
handfomeft  and  molt  accomplifhed  Men  for  his  Lac¬ 
queys. 

Beauty  which  we  admire  in  Women,  is  a  power¬ 
ful  Sting  to  excite  us  to  the  Delights  of  Love.  What 
the  Lawyer  Hiper  is  could  not  bring  to  pafs  with  all  his 
Eloquence,  the  Beautiful  Phryne  carried  without  Op- 
pofition.  There  is  no  way  to  refill  the  Charms  of  a 
young  Perfon,  that  has  all  the  Graces  in  her  Train. 
She  manages  our  Inclinations  at  her  Pleafure,  and 
the  Tyranny  of  Beauty  Ihe  is  adorned  withal,  is  fo  ar¬ 
bitrary,  as  to  inilave  us  againft  our  will. 

Nature  Ihews  a  Mafter-piece  in  forming  a  beaute¬ 
ous  Woman.  She  mull  beof  a  tall  and  becoming  Sta¬ 
ture,  a  majeftick  Air  to  command  Refpeft  from  the 
boldelf,  be  of  an  agreeable  Humour,  and  quick  and 
diftiuguilhing  Wit.  To  confider  her  more  particular¬ 
ly,  her  Body  ought  to  be  in  good  plight,  particular¬ 
ly  her  admirable  Face.  She  ought  to  have  white 
Teeth,  rolie  Cheeks  and  Lips,  a  large  Forehead, 
big  and  blew  Eyes  open  and  full  of  Fire,,  black  Eye¬ 
brows,  a  little  Mouth,  fmall  Ears,  long  Hand,  fup- 
ple  Fingers,  a  large  Breaft,  clofe  Sides,  fmall  and  de- 
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If  cate  Feet  In  one  word,  a  Female  Beauty  has  all  the' 
Advantages  in  the  World  to  infnare  us,  and  poflefs  it 
ielf  of  our  Reafon. 

Truly  ’tis  difficult  to  keep  a  Maiden  for  whom  all 
Men  figh  *  and  if  Pherine  had  not  mangled  her  Wfage 
the  would  never  have  been  her  own,  and  her  Beau¬ 
ty  would  certainly  have  been  one  of  the  chief  Reafons 
of  her  lofs.  There  have  been  few  beautiful  Women 
without  being  either  haughty  or  lewd.  And  now  a- 
days  it  fuffices  to  be  handfome  to  be  reputed  immo- 
deff,  or  to  befo  indeed..  ;  ....  4 

Beauty  was  anciently  prelented  with  Crowns  of 
Myrrh,  and  continues  ftill  to  have  fo  much  power  o- 
ver  Mens  Souls,  that  lbme  who  have  been  altogether 
impotent  in  reference  to  Love  concerns,  by  the  cold-* 
nels  of  their  Conftiturion,  have  felt  its  Flames,  and 
been  rendred  capable  of  Generation. 

Beauty  is  a  Gift  from  Heaven,  has  fo  much  Em¬ 
pire  over  our  Soul,  and  rules  our  Paffion  fo  arbitra¬ 
rily,  as  if  they  of  Right  belonged  to  it.  Uriah  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  ftcrinced  to  the  Paffion  of  a  Prince,  if  Bath- 
jheba  had  not  been  handfom.  . 

Every  thing  about  us  is  in  motion  at  the  fight  of  a 
pretty  Woman,  and  Love  being  nothing  elfe  but  de- 
fire  of  Beauty,  oftentimes  arrives  ro  that  pitch,  as  to 
render  it  imprafticab’e  to  govern  our  felves  without 
fupernatural  llrength.  A  Cafuift  would  be  grievous 
troubleiome  to  perfwade  us  our  Actions  are  criminal 
when  tranfported  with  the  Beauty  of  a  Woman,  we 
carefs  her  ardently.  For  at  fueh  a  time  our  Blood 
boils  in  our  Veins,  our  Heat  increafes  in  our  Body  to 
a  degree  of  being  felt  by  the  very  Heart,  our  fecret 
Parts  Iwell  and  ftir  in  fpight  of  what  we  can  do,  (hew¬ 
ing  us  by  their  importunate  Motion  what  Attraflives 
Beauty  has. for  them.  Indeed  Days  feem  but  to  laft 
a  Moment  in  the  Company  of  a  pretty  Woman,  and 
we  do  hardly  perceive  our  felves  hungry,  butdifdain 
all  the  Inconveniences  that  commonly  accompany 
Love.  Our  reiterated  Careffes  feem  neither  fading  not 
tirefome  :  Beamy  renewing  them  without  pain,'  and 
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furnifiiing  new  Defires  and  Forces  for  a  farther  enjoy¬ 
ment 

To  the  contrary,  Ugltnefs  calms  all  our  Raptures  5 
far  from  exciting  us  to  Love,  it  rather  makes  us  ab¬ 
hor  all  its  Pleafures.  If'  peradventure  we  are  obliged 
to  approach  an  ugly  Woman,  out  tecret  Parcs  flacken 
rather  then  Stiffen,  and  we  find  fomething,  1  cannot 
tell  what,  in  our  Heart,  that  checks  and  hinders  us 
from  an  amorous  Conjunction.  If  we  defire  to  do  ic 
by  a  Principle  of  Duty  or  Neceffity,  we  mult  have 
time  to  difpofie  our  felves,  and  yec  after  all  we  are  fel- 
dom  able  to  come  to  a  very  clofe  engagement  with 
an  ugly  Woman,  Anacbarju  mutt  handle  and  touch 
for  a  long  while,  otherwile  he  could  not  aft,  his  Pri¬ 
vy  parts  not  being  able  to  obey  his  languilhing  Paf- 
fion.  .  * 

At  fuch  a  junfture  we  feel  Fire  and  Ice .  Nature  in¬ 
flames  the  Heart  in  order  to  copulate,  and  this  fame 
Nature  freezes  up,  as  ’twere,  our  lecret  parts  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  us  avoid  the  Aftion.  Thefe  two  oppofite 
Paffions  are  the  caufes  of  ltrange  Accidents.  When 
iLove  has  the  upperhand  of  Abhorrency,  all  what  is 
(pared  to  this  Woman  exhaufts  us  to  a  degree  of  ren¬ 
dering  us  liable  to  the  fame  Inconveniences,  as  if  we 
had  had  our  full  fvting  of  its  Pleafures.  The  Heart, 
the  Spirits  whereof  are  moftly  extinguifhed  by  Ha¬ 
tred,  is  very  much  difcompoled,  by  having  commu¬ 
nicated  them  to  the  Secret  parts,  and  the  Brain  is 
frhueh  weakned  by  detaching  its  Spirits  elfewhere. 
dnfomuch  that  one  may  fafely  affert,  that  once  caref¬ 
fing  an  ugly  Woman  caufes  more  Weaknefs  and  Faint- 
taels  then  fix  times  careffing  a  pretty  one.  Beauty- 
having  Charms  that  dilate  our  Heart,  and  multiply 
pur  Spirits  5  but  Uglinefs  fomething,  1  do  not  know 
what,  that  Ihuts  it  up  and  freezes  it.  If  Children 
^perchance  are  born  from  fuch  forced  Conjunftions, 
irhey  are  dull  and  lumpifh  ones,  and  only  evidence 

I  the  fmall  Satisfaction  their  Father  took  in  careffing 
of  their  Mother.  \ 

Wherefore  ’tis  true,  that  there  is  greater  trouble 
■  -  -  /  and 
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and  inconveniency  in  killing  an  ugly  Woman  tliari 
a  pretty  one,  and  if  we  may  dare  to  decide  as  a  Di- 
vine  1  fay  3tis  a  greater  Sin  ;  for  as  the  Beauty  of 
the  one  is’irrefiftable,  fo  the  imperfedions^of  the  0- 
ther  cannot  excule  our  coming  near  her.  ,5Tis  done 
gratis,  without  being  drawn  in  either  by  Beauty,  Air, 
or  other  Agreements,  which  for  the  molt  part  dazzle 
us ;  infomuch  that  we  ought  to  conclude  with  St. 
Chryfojlom ,  that  in  proceeding  contrary  to  the  Laws 
of  Nature’  the  Crime  becomes  far  greater. 

Were  I  to  advife  any  one  to  marry,  I  ftould  ex- 
dude  both  the  Handfom  and  the  Ugly.  The  firft  is 
apt  to  be  imperious,  arid  will  fooner  be  common 
than  particular.  The  other  will  caufe  Repentance, 
and  may  be  Divorcing,  except  the  Husband  is  endow¬ 
ed  with  particular  Vertues. 
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Wbetha  fuch  as  drink  Water  are  more  leacherous ,  and 

live  longer  than  others. 

W  E  begin  to  dye  as  foon  as  we  begin  to  liver 
And  although  the  Caufes  of  Life  and  Death 
feem  to  be  fo  oppofite,  yet  they  agree  in  refpeU  to 
us.  Life  fubfifts  by  the  means  of  natural  Heat,  which 
the  Soul  makes  ule  of  as  an  Inftrument  neceffary  for 
her  Work.  Death  is  the  lols  of  the  fame  Heat,- which 
works  perpetually  on  the  radical  moifture,  and  by 
diffipatingit,  deftroys  it  lelf 
Nature  being  lb  vigilent  in  prelerving  what  it  brings 
forth,  can  never  confent  to  the  deftrudf  ion  of  her  own 
Productions.  It  refills  two  ways,  repairing  by  nou- 
ri (lament  what  the  natural  Heat  confumes  in  Creatures, 
ana  perpetuating  the  Spices  by  Generation. 

On  one  hand.  Creatures  dilfipating  and  walling  e- 
very  day  three  forts  of  Matter  that  enter  the  Compo- 
fition.  Nature  has  given  them  Air,  Food,  and  Drink, 
to  repair  by  an  equal  Number  of  means  the  lols: 

'  '  '  The 
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The  firft  recruits  the  mod  fpirituous  Parts,  the  iecoha 
the  more  folid ,  and  the  third  tjhe  moft  humid.  On 
the  other  hand,  this  fame  Nature  has  concealed  hid¬ 
den  Fires  in  Creatures,  which  it  manageth  prudently 
for  propagating  the  Species,  having  diltinguilhed  the 
Sexes,  not  only  by  their  Complexion,  but  by  the  iitu- 
ation  and  difference  of  Parts, 

All  Creatures  copulate  after  the  fame  manner  one 
as  the  other.  The  Weafel,  Viper, and  Fifh  do  not  con¬ 
ceive  by  the  Mouth,  as  fome  would  perfwade  us,  but 
by  the  Parts  Nature  has  furnifhed  them  withal  for  Ge¬ 
neration;  The  Portuguese  Mares  engender  after  the 
lame  manner  as  Woman,  and  one  muft  have  an  im¬ 
plicit  Faith  to  believe  that  the  North- wind  impreg¬ 
nates  them. 

The  delire  of  Copulation  in  Creatures  is  inexpref- 
lible  5  the  fatisfaftion  that  is  felt  when  Love  invites 
them  thereunto  is  unipeakable :  And,  to  (peak  of 
Man  only ,what Pleafures  do  not  attend  this  amorous 
A&ion  > 

.  The  Airis  fo  necefiary  for  recruiting  thofe  moftSub* 
tilepts  that  ate  conftantly  evaporating,  that  we  ceaie 
to  live  in  the  lame  inftant  we  are  deprived  of  its  a£ 
fiRance :  Nay,  we  live  milerably  if  it  is  impure  and 
mixed  with  Vapours  and  Exhalations  contrary  to  us. 

B elides  ’tis  oftenfive  in  it  felf,  if  not  agitated  by 
Winds  to  correct  its  ill  qualities,  and  prevent  its  cor¬ 
rupting.  Whence  they  are  almoft  every  Year  afflicted  ' 
with  the  Plague  at  Genoa ,  the  North-wind  not  being 
able  to  exert  its  Salutiferous  Qualities,  becaufe  of  the 
Mountains  that  cover  the  City  on  that  fide. 

food  is  not  lefs  necefiary  than  Air :  It  ought  not 
:o  have  too  exceffive  Qualities,  nor  too  foreign  a  Mar¬ 
ker  to  nourilh  us  ;  but  a  certain  temper  and  mattef 
for  the  more  eafier  affimilating  with  our  Parts- 
The  Food  paffing  into  the  Stomach  cannot  concofl 
without  a  Menjlnmm  to  diffolve  it,  and  Life  is  conti- 
iued  by  a  kind  of  Ebullition  in  this  noble  Parr,  by 
vhich  means  we  are  afterwards  nourifted.  For  as  in 
i  great  Drought  Plants  die  for  want  of  Rain  ;  alfo 
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would  we  foon  ceafe  to  live,  if  we  did  not  make  ufe 
of  fome  Drink  to  favour  Conco&ion,  and  repair  the 
humid  Parts,  that  are  daily  evaporating. 

The  more  neceflary  things  are,  the  more  Pleafure 
’tis  to  be  in  pofleffion  of  them,  and  there  being  no¬ 
thing  in  the  World,  more  neceflary  than  Drink,  there 
is  a  great  fatisfa&ion  in  quenching  one’s  Thirft.  Hun¬ 
ger  is  not  lb  violent  as  Thirfi,  the  latter  creating  a 
defire  of  being  refrefhed  and  moiftened,  which  makes 
Water-bidders  always  take  great  Precaution  both  in 
their  kind  of  Drink,  and  the  manner  of  making  ufe 
of  it. 

But  as  there  are  feveral  forts  of  Drink,  fome  whol- 
fomer  than  others,  that  which  is  moft  proper  for  the 
extinguifhing  of  Drought  is  that  which  Nature,  as  a 
Common  Mother  and  Nurfe,  has  rendred  moft  com¬ 
mon.  I  know  Art  has  invented  feveral  forts,  made  by 
the  expreffion  of  Fruits,  or  by  infufion  or  deco&ion 
offbine  Roots,  Flowers,  and  Seeds,  or  by  the  mix¬ 
ture  of  Sugar,  Honey,  Cinnamon,  Yea  ft,  Vinegar, 
and  other  things  invented  by  Men,  to  avoid  the 
drinking  of  raw  Water,  and  to  kill  themfelves,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  with  more  Pleafure.  After  this 
way  is  made  Wine,  Cyder,  Beer,  Metheglin,  Choco¬ 
late,  Sherbet,  in  one  Word,  all  forts  of  Drink. 

Of  all  forts  of  Drinks,  we  feldcm  make  ufe  of 
any  but  Wine  and  Water  ^  as  for  other  Liquors,  par¬ 
ticularly  Eeer  and  Cyder,  a  fmall  Quantity  is  drank 
where  Wine  is  common.  But  becaufe  they  are 
drank  fometimes,  l  muft  fay,  that  Beer,  befides  be¬ 
ing  fofnewhat  bitter  and  dilagreeable  to  the  Tafte,  it 
hurts  the  Intrails  very  much,  by  the  thicknelsand  vif 
cohty  of  its  Matter,  and  often  caules  Winds  and  Gri- 
pings,  as  alfo  heat  of  Urine.  The  Nerves  and  Kid- 
nies  luffer  by  taking  ir,  and  Head-aches  are  not  fel* 
aom  the  Ccnfeqaences  of  its  ufe.  In  line,  by  being 
the  cultomary  Drink,  it  gives  fometimes  Birth  to  the 
Scurvy  and  white  Leprohe,  as  we  (hewed  fome  Years 
ago  in  a  1  raff  of  this  firft  Diftemper,  printed  by  the 
Order  of  Mr.  Colbert  do  Tenon.  1  1  1 

I  Cyder, 
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Cyder  has  a  fuperfluous  Humidity,  which  ruinse 
the  Liver,  and  gathers  abundance  of  ill  Humours 
therein.  Itch  and  Weaknefs  are  often  cauled  by  its 
immoderate  Ufe^  and  we  have  oblerved,  that  if  a 
Body  is  never  fo  little  diipofed  to  the  White  Leprolie, 
Cyder  is  fufficient  to  render  that  Diftemper  incurable. 

Wine,  which  we  may  call  the  Blood  of  the  Earth, 
is  the  chief  Enemy  of  its  Children.  Youth  is  often 
thereby  corrupted,  becaufe  it  is  made  ufe  of  as  a  fweet 
Poyfon.  But  without  enlarging  on  this  Subjeft,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that,  generally  Ipeaking,  5tis 
contrary  to  all  Ages  by  the  excefs  of  its  Heat  and 
Humidity ;  whence  happens  that  cold  or  hot  Diftem- 
pers,  that  are  caufed  by  the  excels  thereof,  produce 
dangerous  Confluences,  horrible  Convulsions,  which 
bring  them  undoubtedly  to  their  latter  end. 

The  Entrails  are  heated  for  the  moft  part  all  our 
Life  long,  the  Head  weak,  the  Blood  too  hot,  and 
we  are  fubjeft  particularly  to  troublefome  Defluxions. 
This  Age  is  full  of  Bilious  and  melancholy  People, 
by  an  excefs  of  burned  Choler.  Acute  Diftempers  are 
all  commonly  accompained  with  an  infupportable 
Hear,  and  one  would  commit  a  great  Blunder  to  ufe 
Wine  in  fuch,  feeing  it  does  not  agree  with  healthy 
Perfons  without  being  well  diluted.  Water  appeafes 
the  Fury  of  Fevers  in  the  beginning  •,  it  tempers  the 
difordered  Entrails,  and  fometimes  cures  alone  thole 
great  Symptoms  that  cannot  be  vanquilhed  without 
Succours. 

Water  is  the  pureff,  and  molt  neceflary  of  all  the 
Elements.  It  is  fo  ufeful  both  to  our  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  Life,  that  our  moft  Holy  Myfteries  cannot 
be  celebrated  without  Water,  and  we  fubfift  without 
it.  Nay,  Nature,  to  make  another  Repetition,  has 
deemed  it  fo  necelfary  to  Men,  that  it  has  placed  Wa¬ 
ter  moft  every  where,  where  there  are  Inhabitants  5 
and  I^may  lay,  that  Water,  rather  than  Fire,  has  been 
the  Caule  of  Mens  aflociating  and  building  of  Cities 
and  Towns. 
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The  heft  Water  is  that  which  is  cold,  limpid,  pure, 
light  and  unfavoury,  that  is  fooa  heated  and  footi 
cool’d.  To  be  good,  it  muft  be  without  Smell,  it 
mull  pleafe  the  Tongue  an4  Palate,  and  be  agreable 
to  the  Eye.  That  is  a  Sigh  that  ’twill  pals  quickly 
by  Urine,  and  not  load  the  Stomach  after  being 
drank.  That  which  fprings  out  of  the  Crevife  of  a 
Rock  expofed  to  the  Eaft,  has  all  thefe  good  Quali¬ 
ties, but  great  Care  mull  be  taken  not  to  be  deceived, 
as  was  formerly  the  Army  of  C&far  Germankm  upon 
the  Borders  of  Friejland ,  where  drinking  the  Water 
of  a  Mineral  Spring,  they  were  almoft  every  one  of 
them  afflifted  with  the  Scurvy. 

Spring,  Well,  Ciftern,  or  River- water,  are  excel¬ 
lent  to  drink,  provided  they  have  the  abovefaid  Qua¬ 
lities.  The  Spring  muft  be  clean,  the  Well  open,  the 
Ciftern  trim’d  with  great  Sand  or  Pebbles,  and  the 
River  muft  not  be  muddy  in  its  Channel. 

Any  one  of  thefe  Waters  quenches  Thirft  admira¬ 
bly,  repairs  the  radical  Moifture,  prevents  the  Diffi- 
pation  thereof,  and.  tempers  the  Heat  of  Men  of  all 
Ages  and  all  Countries.  It  ferves  for  all  Conco£H- 
ons  within  our  Body,  diftributing  the  Aliments  that 
iiourilh  our  Parts.  It  powerfully  appeafes  the  Heat 
of  Choler  and  Melancholy,  which  Wine  produces  af¬ 
ter  an  extraordinary  manner.  The  Ufe  of  Water  gave 
the  Name  of  Wife  to  the  Kings  of  Perjia,  who  always 
had  W ater  of  the  River  of  Choajpes  or  Euleus  carried 
in  all  their  ProgrefFes.  Indeed  Water  does  abundance 
of  Good,  it  moiftens  and  makes  our  Belly  foluble. 
It  hinders  hot  and  biliousVapours  from  cauling’Head- 
achs,  it  makes  us  fleep  with  muchPleafure  and  Tran¬ 
quility  and  doth  not  caufe  half  the  RheumsWinedoth. 

Alter  all,  if  we  conftder  the  good  EffeUs  Water  pro¬ 
duces  in  thole  that  ufe  it  for  their  conftant  Drink,  we 
may  perceive  it  renders  the  Colour  more  agreeable, 
toe  Breath  tweeter,  and  the  Senfes  quicker,  that  it 
reel u its  ivitn  s  forces  5  and  laftly,  that  it  makes  them 
,  ®  more  to  their  Content.  Sampfon  had  never  been 
lb  wrong,  if  he  had  drunk  other  Liquors  than  Water. 
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Wine,  to  the  contrary,  blunts  the  Edge  of  our  Sen- 
ies,  increafes  Head-achs,  and  foments  the  Heat  of  the 
Inteftines,  which  is  often  exceffive,  clouds  the  Fancy, 
impares  the  Memory,  difturbs  Reafon,  corrupts  the 
Humours,  and  often  caufeth,  being  taken  to  excels, 
Barrennels  in  Women,  or,  at  leafl,  incurable  Diftem- 
pers  in  fuch  Children  as  are  born  of  debauched  Pa¬ 
rents. 

Let  no  body  tell  me  then,  thht  Wine  awakens  the 
Soul,  and  chears  the  Mind  ^  for  I  can  an  liver,  that 
this  artificial  Vigour  doth  not  laft  long,  if  uled  to 
excels.  ’Tis  as  Quick  lime  put  to  the  Root  of  a  Tree, 
which  renders  the  Fruit  of  a  better  Colour,  and  ri¬ 
pens  it  fooner,  but  kills  the  Tree  in  a  little  after. 

Nor  let  any  Body  infift  in  Contempt  of  Water, 
that  it  doth  neither  agree  with  healthy 'nor  lick  Per- 
fons  ;  that  Hippocrates  and  Galen  made  ufe  of  Wine 
for  Cure  of  the  molt  acute  Diftempers.  For  if  what 
is  reported  by  thele  two  Phylicians  is  ftriflly  exami¬ 
ned,  one  will  find  that  kwas  rather  Water  than  Wine 
they  prelcribed,  becaufe  this  laft  Liquor  was  only 
made  an  Ingredient  to  take  off  the  Crudity  of  the 
Water.  I  might  here  relate  in  honour  of  Water,  what 
Galen  has  left  us  in  Writing,  viz.  that  he  never  fiw 
any  Perlon  leized  with  an  ardent  Fever,  but  what  he 
cured  by  giving  him  plenty  of  cold  Water  to  drink. 

But  what  we  have  faid  would  not  be  enough  for 
the  Praile  of  Water,  if  the  Seed  whereof  we  are  for¬ 
med  did  not  refemble  it,  if  we  did  not  fwitn  in  Wa¬ 
ter  in  our  Mother’s  Womb,  and  if  our  Heart  was 
not  perpetually  bedewed  by  Water. 

Nattare  being  the  Work-miftrels  of  all  things,  doth 
without  doubt  lignifie  thereby,  that  as  Water  gives 
us  our  Being,  and  preferves  us  afterwards  in  the  En¬ 
trails  of  our  Mother,  it  ought  alfo  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  Caule  of  continuing  our  Life  when  we  are 
brought  into  the  World,  by  reafon  it  ierves  for  4 
Principle  of  propogating  our  Species. 

Venus,  which  is  nothing  elle  but  the  Paffion  of 
Love,  (hews  us  alfo,  that  Water  is  an  excellent  thing, 
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and  preferable  to  all  other  Liquors,  by  reafon  fhe 
draws  her  Origine  from  it.  Before  the  Deluge  Peo¬ 
ple  drank  nothing  but  Water,  and  ’tis  known  what 
Age  they  liv’d  to  in  thofe  Days  ;  fome  having  reach¬ 
ed  eight  or  nine  Hundred  Years  5  and  now  a*days 
there  are  above  three  fourths  of  People  that  only 
make  ufe  of  this  Liquor,  amongft  which  fome  live 
entire  Ages.  ’Tis  no  rniferable  way  of  living,  as  fome 
would  have  it  *  ’tis  an  allured  Refuge  againft  Mife- 
ry,  and  ’tis  by  this  Contrivance,  that  fome  great 
Men  have  lived  very  long,  and  had  their  Senles  firm 
and  found,  robuft  Bodies,  and  been  agreeable  both 
60  God  and  Man :  Since  Wine  and  Brandy  has  been 
tranfported  to  Canada,  the  Loqnois,  Hurons  and  Algo - 
qmhu  do  not  live  fo  long  as  formerly  they  did  ;  nay, 
that  fmall  time  they  live  they  are  fubjeft  to  furpri- 
Ztng  Diftempers,  which  without  doubt  is  cauled  by 
their  not  drinking  Water  any  more. 

Add  to  this,  that  Nature  has  fome  fecret  Longings 
to  demand  what  is  molt  proper  for  Life :  And  be- 
caufe  in  fome  Perfons  there  is  a  Reluflancy  againft 
Wine,  and  an  Inclination  to  drink  Water,  we  may 
believe,  that  they  are  hot  enough  without  going  to 
cncreafe  it  from  abroad  by  the  Ullage  of  Wine. 

Water-Drinkers  are  often  more  healthy  than  others, 
their  Sight  is  more  piercing,  their  Wit  more  pene¬ 
trating,  they  love  Women  more,  and  are  more  pro¬ 
per  for  Counfels  and  great  Affairs.  It  is  true,  Wine 
renders  us  brisk,  and  makes  us  appear  wittier  than 
we  but  really  Jtis  only  a  Flafh  on  the  Surface. 

fhe  Love  of  Women  is  the  Confequence  of  our 
Conftitution*,  and  Experience  fhews  us,  that  fome 
Men  are  hotter  and  more  loving  than  others.  Heat 
*s  Principle  of  all  things ;  it  enters  into  all  natu¬ 
ral  n  orks,  and  as  Generation  is  one  of  the  molt  im¬ 
portant,  f°  rt  is  not  accomplifhed  without  Heat. 
Humidity  has  a  good  Share  in  it/without  which  heat 
could  not  any  ways  aft  in  the  Produffion  of  Crea- 
tU  Jca.  1  ftcie  are  two  Principles  of  Generation  in  all 
tilings,  4ut  I  cannot  eaftly  determine,  which  of  them 
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\  ismoft  neceffary,  if lorne  Phitofophers,  and  Experi- 
i  enceit  ielf  did  not  inform  me,  that  Water  ought  to 
j  take  the  firft  place  in  the  Generation  of  Creatures. 
For  befides  what  is  abovefaid,  we  know  thaf  indiffe- 
rently  cold  Countries  are  better  Peopled  than  the 
Southern  Parts,  and  that  there  are  more  Cities  and 
Towns  towards  the  Seafhore,  and  the  Banks  of  Ri- 
:  vers  and  Lakes,  than  in  Plains. 

One  can  give  no  better  reafon  for  if,  than  that  the 
Nothern  Countries,  the  Bank  of  Rivers,  Lakes  and 
Sea-fides,  being  abundantly  more  moift  than  Plains, 

I  they  are  alfo  more  difpoled  for  Generation.  And 
doth  not  the  Sea  produce  Fifties  which  multiply  in 
;  greater  plenty  than  Terreftrial  Creatures?  We  have 
;  experienc’d  in  France,  that  thole  that  live  only  on 
:  Cockles  and  Fifti  (which  is  nothing  but  Water  con¬ 
gealed)  are  more  ardent  in  Love  than  others.  Indeed 
:  we  find  a  great  Inclination  in  Lent  than  any  other 
Seafon-,  becaule  at  that  time  we  feed  only  upon  Lift], 
i  and  Herbs,  which  are  very  watery  Aliments, 

After  all,  the  illuftrio'us  Tirraqean  would  not  have 
|  engendred  thirty  fix  lawful  Children,  if  he  had  not 
i  been  a  Water-bibber.  And  the  ule  of  Water  makes  the 
i  Turks  defirous  of  having  fo  many  Wives.  For  Water 
i  being  of  it  felf  windy,  it  caules  in  Each  as  drink  it, 
more  ticklings  than  Wine-bibbers  ulually  feel ;  and 
I  am  fure  that  Humidity  and  Ventofity  are  the  two 
moft  necelfary  things  for  Generation. 

It  is  therefore  evident,  after  all  that  has  been  difi 
courftd,  that  thofe  that  drink  Water  are  more  aifto- 
rous,  and  live  longer  than  others. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

JFbether  the  Women  are  more  cov.Jlant  in  Love  than  ths 
■’  C- 7  1  Man. 

THE  Seafons  have  much  influence  upon  our  Bodies 
and  Humours ;  In  fo  much  that  we  differ  from 
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©ur  felvesin  Summer  and  Winter,  Choler  abound¬ 
ing  in  the  firft,  and  Phlegm  in  the  latter :  So  that  tho 
variety  o£  our  Temper  may  be  meafured  by  the  near-  , 
siefs  and  remoteriefi  of  the  Sun.  Our  Blood  is  heat¬ 
ed  in  Summer,  and  dried  in  Autumn  •,  Winter  cools 
it  again,  and  Spring  moiftens  it,  and  renders  it  fluid  5  ' 
the  Diverfity  of  Seafons  changing  our  Temperament 
fcecaufe  it  changes  the  Liquors  of  our  Body  and 
as  our  Inclinations  according  to  Galen,  are  derived 
from  our  Temperament,  and  our  Conftitution  chang¬ 
es  through  variety  of  Seafons,  as  Experience  eviden¬ 
ces,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  but  we  are,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  different  from  what  we  were  before. 

Befides,  variety  of  Climates  caufes  variety  of  Incli¬ 
nations.  We  are  of  a  quite  different  Humour  in  Win¬ 
ter  at  Archangel,  and  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Year  during  the  fame  Seafon  .*  The  Air,  Wa¬ 
ter,  the  manner  ofliying,  and  other  things  changing 
our  Conftitution,  that  it  differs  in  a  great  degree  in 
thole  two  places,  and  produces  quite  oppofite  Effe&s, 
But  age  renders  us  more  inconftant  than  all  we  have 
faid.  We  abhor  at  prefent,  what  we  defir’d  in  out 
Infancy,  and  old  Age  cannot  abide  to  think  of  the 
weaknefs  of  our  younger  Years  :  So  that  we  love  and 
hate  in  every  period  of  our  Lives.  Nay,  we  change 
every  Year,  every  Month,  and  even  every  Day  ^  and 
mg  wonder  that  our  Soul  is  fo  wavering,  fince  it  makes 
Hie  of  our  Blood  and  Conftitution  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  its  moft  refin’d  Aftions. 

Change  feems  natural  to  us  :  We  have  no  looner 
met  with  any  thing  conftant  and  affur’d,  but  we  flinch 
9od  return  to  our  inconftancy  :  We  are  true  Pyrrho*- 

!  ?***'>  wavering  perpetually  between  Truth  and  Falf- 

iiood.  . .  1 

Whence  refleft  on  our  Nature,  we  can  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  out  feives  guilty  pf  fo  many  contradictions. 

£t  us  look  back  on  Antiquity,  to  lee  if  we  can  meet 

X‘oanZ  ¥>ai>  that  has  fqaar’d  his  Life  to  a  firm 
4nc  fteddy  Rule  and  when  fuch  a  one  is  found,  let 
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us  examine  him  if  he  is  no  Counterfeit;  let  us  pra-' 
£tice  his  Rules,and  follow  his  Model  of  Life  in  pri¬ 
vate,  to  know  whether  we  are  able  to  execute  the  me¬ 
thod  of  Life  by  him  prefcrib’d  -,  and  after  all,  1  am 
fure  no  Body  can  be  found,  whole  Life  and  A&ions 
have  been  conftant.  ’Tis  nothing  but  Flights  proceed¬ 
ing  from  an  unfteddy  Mind.  Fancy  magnifies  Ob- 
jefts,  and  makes  them  (hew  bigger  than  really  they 
are.  We  are  not  in  the  lead  guided  by  Reafbn; 
Cuftom,  Fafhion,  Opinion,  Inclination,  Appetite 
and  Opportunities,  mannage  us  moft.  Our  Will  is 
not  even,  we  have  a  Mind,  and  not  a  Mind.  To 
day  we  would  have  a  Wife,  and  to  morrow  a  Mi- 
ftrefs.  Our  Life  is  nothing  but  an  irregular  and  un¬ 
equal  Motion.  We  render  our  felves  uneafy  by  our 
unfteddinefs,  and  I  dare  boldly  fay,  that  Man  is  the 
moll  inconftant,  and  moft  awkard  Creature  in  the 
World.  The  Magiftrate,  whofe  Reputation  is  efta- 
Mifti’d,  and  Age  venerable,  and  whofe  Gravity  com¬ 
mands  Rcfpeft  from  every  Body,  feems,  according 
to  outward  Appearance  of  things,  to  be  govern’d  by 
the  found  Reafon  of  a  Judge,  and  to  pafs  over  vain 
Circumftances  that  only  work  upon  weak  Minds. 
He  conies  into  the  Hall  with  a  Catonick  Gravety,  and 
feats  himfelf  upon  the  Bench  to  render  Juftice :  But 
If  the  Lawyer  difpleafes,  if  his  Voice  is  harfh,  or 
that  he  Hammers,  or  has  an  ugly  Countenance,  or 
perchance  lets  his  Coife  drop  ;  then  the  Gravity  of 
the  Magiftrate  comes  to  nothing,  and  thefe  little 
Circumftances  may  be  enough  to  put  him  upon  an 
Injuftice,and  make  the  Lawyer  lofe  his  Caufe.  Good 
God  1  how  far  does  the  Inconftancy  of  Man  reach  > 
Feavourifh  People  have  fbme  Motions  that  are  inimi¬ 


table  in  Health. 

The  Lady,  whole  Hiftory  Petromm  relates  by  the 
Mouth  of  Seneca,  was  an  Example  of  Charity  to  all 
her  Neighbours $  troth,  nothing  would  ferve  her  turn 
but  (he  muft  dye  in  the  Sepulchre  near  the  Corps  of 
jher  deceafed  Husband ,  yet  this  feme  Lady  wasbafe- 
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ly  drawn  in  by  a  Soldier,  who  tells  anddoes  fuch 

things  to  her,  as  good  manners  will  not  g'yeme  leate 

to  rehearfe.  Some  little  while  before,  this  Woman 

was  fad  even  unto  Death,  and  m  an  into  no  joy 
,  ^  „„jt  „.:rv,  },prc  she  has  a  Senfe  ol  Ha- 

pint  bu7SdthT&%  Ftonnelick  Petfon 

that  is  raving  and  delirious.  Mankind  is  a  C 

lion,  that  changes  Colours  according  to  the  different 
places  he  is  in.  There  is  no  occafion  for  other  Ex- 
a tnpies,  and  if  amongft  Thoufands  we  have  a  Mind 
tochuie  Pope  Boniface  the  8th.  was  never  the  fame 
during  all  his  Pontifical,  but  fickle  and  inconftant ; 
and  the  Glory  of  Avgujlus,  for  all  his  greatnefs,  was 
tarnifh’d  by  his  Inconftancy.  Indeed  we  do  not  walk 
but  are  drove  fometimes  by  gentle  perfwafions,  and 
fornettmes  by  violence.  He'  that  was  yefterday  very 
couragious,  being  heated  by  Neceffity,  anger  or  Wine 
is  today  one  of  the  greateft  Cowards  in  the  Univerfe. 
What  is  this  but  llnevennefs  and  Inconftancy  >  Yet 
this  Variety  has  its  Caules,  feeing  it  is  fo  natural  to 


Mankind. 

May  be  I  fliould  not  miftake,  if  I  attributed  our 
Inconftancy  to  the  Order  eftablifh’d  by  God  in  Na¬ 
ture,  which  is  only  preferv’d  by  reciprocal  and  fucceft 
five  changes.  The  Stars  are  never  at  reft  ;  Seafons 
are  quite  oppofite  to  one  another ;  The  Elements  that 
enter  the  Compofition  of  mixt  Bodies  are  always  jar¬ 
ring,  yet  fo  as  not  to  deftroy  one  another :  All  Ge¬ 
nerations  in  the  World  are  made  and  preferv’d  by 
Changes  .*  Man  himfelf  is  form’d  in  his  Mother’s 
Womb  of  different  Matters,  and  preferv’d  by  the  di- 
verfity  of  their  Motions.  The  Heart,  the  Throne  of 
the  Soul,  is  not  always  in  the  fame  Situation.  The 
Blood,  by  which  we  live,  is  compos’d  of  different 
Particles,  and  we  could  not  fubfift,  were  its  Matter 
and  Qualities  equal.  In  fine,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
whole  World  but  what  is  produced,  and  preferv’d 
by  Inconftancy.  Thus  the  Inftability  of  cur  Temper 
saufing  the  Inconftancy  of  our  Inclination,  contributes 
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to  the  Beauty  of  the  reafonable  World,  and  renders 
us  variable  and  fickle. 

Now  fince  our  Actions  depend  upon  our  Conftitu- 
dons,  and  that  our  Temper  is  inconftant  through  the 
variety  of  our  Humours,  we  may  conclude,  that  Man 
Is  the  moft  fickle,  and  moft  inconftant,  of  Creatures  5 
and  that  Reafon,  far  from  remedying  this  Weaknefs, 
ferves  only  to  augment  his  Inconltancy. 

Having  prov’d  that  both  Sexes  are  naturally  incon- 
ftant,  as  a  11b  diicover’d  the  Caule  thereof,  I  fhall  at 
prefent  examine  which  of  the  two,  the  Man  or  the 
Woman,  is,  generally  Ipeaking,  moft  inconftant,  and 
afterwards  come  to  particulars,  (viz)  which  of  the 
(two  is  moft  fickle  in  Love. 

We  have  clearly  made  it  out  in  the  2d.  Book,  Chap. 
4.  Art.  3d.  that  Men  are  generally  hotter  than  Wo¬ 
men  5  they  are fboner  form’d  in  the  Mother  ’s  Womb, 
ftir  fooner,  and  fomewhat  fooner  born  -,  they  alfb 
proceed  with  greater  Strength  and  Vigour  in  what 
they  enterprile,  and  have  a  fuller  and  ftronger  Pulfe  j 
and  as  Males  among  all  other  Creatures  are  ftron¬ 
ger  than  the  Females,  we  may  alfo  allow  Men  to  be 
more  vigorous  than  Women,  I  have  cited  in  the  fame 
place  lome  .Opinions,  that  would  have  Women  be  of 
a  hotter  Temper  than  Men,  and  withal  Ihewn  their 
groft  offtakes.  The  Realons  there  by  us  ailed g’d, 
i  making  it  evident  that  Women  are  generally  colder 
:  and  moifter  than  we. 

I  fhall  therefore  pals  by  thele  Difficulties,  as  be- 


j  ing  decided  elfewhere  in  a  clear  and  convincing  man- 
|  ner.  It  fhall  fuffice  me  to  add,  that  Women  being 
|  generally  cold  and  moift  in  companion  to  Men,  their 
|  Fancy  is  confequently  more  feeble,  their  Reafon  left 
I  folid,  and  their  Will  more  fickle  ^  becaule  the  Force 
1  of  thele  Faculties  depending  upon  the  Heat,  Spirits, 

!  and  firmneft  of  Parts,  it  follows  that  the  Faculties, 
of  their  Souls  are  more  feeble  and  languilhing. 

Upon  this  Principle  Lawyers  will  have  Women 
Mve  Guardians,  and  make  them  render  an  Account 
1  .  '  of 
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of  the  Adminiftration  of  the  good$  of  their  Children, 
they  not  being  able,  according  to  Cicero ,  to  give  any 
good  Advice."  They  would  aifo  have  them  put  to 
Death  before  the  Men,  in  order  todifcover  what  they 
have  a  defign  to  know  of  notable  Confpiraces  •,  for 
Women  being  weaker  than  Men,  they  are  taught  by 
Experience,  that  this  is  the  beft  Method  of  proceed¬ 
ing.  Indeed  Women  are  as  fickle  as  Children,  and 
their  Temper  almoft  the  fame  5  for  being  moift  as 
they,  and  what  Moderate  heat  they  have  hudled  up 
in  a  great  deal  of  Moifture,  their  Inconftancy  and 
Weaknefs  is  apparent  every  Moment. 

Solomon  the  wifeft  of  Men,  who  knew  Women  bet¬ 
ter  than  we,  compares  them  to  the  Wind  •,  and  fpeaks 
much  to  the  purpofe  in  faying,  That  he  that  has  a 
Woman  in  his  PoJfeJJion ,  and  endeavours  to  keep  her  to 
himfelf. ’  is  like  unto  him  that  will  retain  the  Wind  with 
bis  Arms.  Indeed  Women  are  naturally  very  fickle, 
and  eafily  carry’d  by  fmall  frivolous  Matters  through 
the  weaknefs  of  their  Judgment.  They  delight  in 
Trifles,  and  fpend  all  their  Life-time  in  giving  proofs 
of  the  Inconftancy  of  their  Sex }  their  Stature  is  fmall 
their  Stength  indifferent,  their  Affions  Languifhing  .* 
In  one  word,  they  are  weaker,  and  more  lnconftant 
than  Men. 

Men,  to  the  contrary,  are  luftier,  more  vigorous, 
and  more  aftive  •,  they  have  better  Conceits,  and  ar¬ 
gue  with  more  ftrength  $  they  are  more  firm  and  re¬ 
solute  hi  their  Bufinefs,  more  conftant  in  their  Un¬ 
dertakings,  and  Bolder  in  their  Aftions $  their  Con- 
ftitution  being  hotter,  dryer  and  ftronger :  ’Tis  with¬ 
out  doubt  for  this  Reafon,  that  the  Scriptures  allow 
them  the  Superiority  over  the  Women,  and  to  be 
Lords  and  Mailers  of  the  Family. 

Ihe  Conftancy  of  fome  Women  put  to  the  Rack, 
fnall  not  make  me  change  my  Opinion.  We  know 
that  the  fair  Le&na  chofe  to  cut  out  her  Tongue,  and 
fpit  it  in  the  face  of  the  Executioner,  rather  than  re¬ 
peal  any  thing  of  the  Murder  of  the  Tyrant ;  and  that 
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the  conftant  Mpicaris  refolv’d  to  die,  rather  than  own 
any  thing  of  Nero’s  Confpiracy.  Rut  fuch  Examples 
being  fcarce,  and  a  great  many  requir’d  to  eftablifii 
a  general  Maxim,  1  {hall  continue  in  my  Opinion, 
(viz,).  That  Women  are  generally  more  variable  than 
Men.  But  may  be,  upon  fome  Occafions,  they  are 
lefs  inconftant  than  we,  which  we  are  going  about  to 
examine 

Love  is  fuch  a  waggifh  and  violent  Paffion,  that  its 
Excels  is  more  commonly  obferv’d  in  little  than  great 
Souls.  I  own  no  body  is  exempted  from  its  Empire  5 
but  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the  Ifeahjl  go  to  the  WaU  in 
this  Paffion  5  of  which  Number  Women  are.  And 
Perieverance  being  a  Quality  infoparable  from  Love, 
we  may  conclude,  that  Women  love  longer,  and  are 
more  conftant  in  their  Love  than  we  are :  For  Love 
ceales  when  we  difcontinue  it  j  and  there  mult  be  real 
Love  to  authorize  one  to  fay,  that  one  loves. 

If  we  oblerve  what  paffes  daily  in  the  World,  we 
may  be  convinc’d  of  this  Truth  •,  Experience  teaching 
us,  that  the  Model! y  of  Women  hinders  them  from 
flying  out,  and  at  the  fame  time  obliges  them  to  love 
fuch  only  as  they  are  allow’d  to  be  free  withal.  Be- 
fides,  Modefty  is  a  certain  Shame,  that  keeps  them  in 
their  Duty,  and  renders  them  conftant  againft  their 
own  Will.  I  mult  fay  the  fame  of  that  Fearfulnels, 
which  commonly  accompanies  the  fair  Sex.  Refer- 
vednefs  alfb,  which  is  16  natural  to  Womankind, 
comes  not  far  from  Conftancy  $  and  one  may  lay, 
that  it  is  its  infeparable  Companion. 

Moreover  there  are  few  Women  but  what  love  thole 
delperately  that  obtain  the  firft  Favours  from  them 
They  are  16  ty'd  to  their  firft  Lover,  that  if  by  fome 
great  consideration  they  are  oblig’d  to  be  ally’d  to  o- 
thers,  they  ftiil  preferve  fome  Tendernefs  in  their 
Heart  for  him  that  had  the  Flower  of  their  Virginity. 

Befides,  we  know  they  are  more  fedentary,  and  lefs 
proper  for  Bufinefs  than  we  $  and  that  Solitude,  and 
looking  after  Houle-keeping,  with-holds  them  from 

Company, 
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Company,  th at  they  Have  not  fo  many  Opportunities 
to  be  falfe  as  we. 

Laftly,  the  Law  retains  them,  by  punching  fevere- 
ly  fuch  as  are  looie,  condemning  them  to  be  fhaved, 
and  thrown  in  a  monaitery,  for  being  too  inconftant 

in  Love.  .  .  . 

I  (hall  pals  by  the  Example  of  feme  Women,  that; 
have  flung  them  (elves  away  by  the  heat  of  their  Con¬ 
futation  though  Lepidas ,  Nero’s  Aunt,  underthe 
Name  of  guart ilia  in  Petronius,  did  never  know  her 
fc-lf  a  Maid ;  though  the  two  Tullias ,  and  two  Joans 
of  Naples,  glory ’d  in  being  carefs’d  by  a  great  many 
Men,  the  general  Proposition  may  be  true,  (viz,.) 
That  Women  are  more  conftant  in  Love  than  Men. 

If  we  reflefl  on  our  Conftitution  and  Inclinations 
which  are  derived  from  it,  we  may  be  convinc’d,  that 
Love  does  not  tyrannize  over  us  to  that  degree  as  o- 
ver  Women.  We  are  embarrafed  by  multiplicity  of 
Bufinefs,  and  to  divert  our  felves  •,  we  fall  in  with  the 
firft  Play-Toy  we  meet  with  •,  our  great  Heat  embold- 
,  ening  us  to  make  new  Conquefts.  We  make  fure  of 
the  firft  that  comes  in  our  way,  and  for  the  molt 
part  fatisfie  our  felves  when  Opportunityifavours.  Our 
Mind  is  two  free  to  be  fubjefl  to  a  Tyrannick  Con- 
lfancy,  and  being  difgufted  with  one  Perfon,  we  are 
prompted  to  change  our  Diverfion.  She  that  pleafes 
one  Week,  difpleafes  another ;  and  the  little  Petts 
that  happen  in  the  Carefles  of  one,  are  foon  changed 
into  new  Hopes  for  another.  We  are  apt  to  believe, 
that  new  Pleafures  are  of  a  different  Nature  from  the 
paft,  and  our  natural  Inconftancy  is  fomented  by  falfe 
Inftnuations  and  alluring  Hopes. 

Moreover,  Men  feel  greater  Pleafure,  and  wafte 
more  than  Women  ;  and  as  their  difgufts  are  more 
infupportable,  and  better  grounded,  the  God  of  Love 
lays  wait  toextend  jhis  Empire,  by  infinuating  Perfwa- 
fions,  that  change  is  far  more  agreeable  and  voluptu¬ 
ous  than  Constancy  ;  and  we  are  fo  Ample,  notwith- 
uanding  our  hxperience  to  the  contrary,  as  to  be  cow¬ 
ardly  led  away  by  thefe  fecret  Perfwafions  and  hid¬ 
den 
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den  Motions  :  Witnels  an  infinite  number  of  Men  that 
know  perfectly  how  to  love,  yet,  in  imitation  of  0= 
vUY  are  the  moft  ihconftant,  Tibullus  and  Propertius 
have  no  realon  to  tax  Women  with  inconftancy .  The 
firft  forlaking  D&tia  for  Nemelis,  and  afterwards  dif^- 
carding  both  to  carels  Ne&ra ,  and  the  other  not  being 
content  with  Cynthia  alone. 

A  certain  Woman  fa  id,  very  wittily,  Thatfheear- 
tiejl ly  dejired  the  Carejfes  of  ' fever al  Men ,  becanfe  fie  was 
a  reafonabh  Creature  :  whence  one  may  infer,  that 
Men  having  a  ftronger  Reafon  than  Women,  they 
may  make  ule  of  it  upon  the  fame  Terms  and  Condi¬ 
tions.  The  moft  reafonable  People  are  expofed  to 
the  foftnels  of  Love;  and  it  being  natural  to  all  the 
World,  there  are  few  that  can  efcape  its  Attraftives. 
But  exceflive  Love  being  a  Diltemper  common  to  both 
Sexes,  thole  that  have  great  ftrength  of  Mind  refilt 
its  Tyranny  more  couragioufly,  and  though  fome- 
times  fmitten,  change  Objefls  to  avoid  the  Allarms 
and  inconveniences  it  caufes ;  whereas  little  Souls  are 
not  able  to  relift  thofe  lecret  Motions;  befides  be-  • 
ing  more  fearful,  they  are  cowardly  led  away  through 
the  weaknels  of  their  Condition,  and  always  conti¬ 
nue  ty’d  to  one  Petfon. 

It  being  true  therefore,  as  Experience  it  lelf  witnef- 
feth,  that  Men  cannot  long  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the 
Empire  of  Love,  and  that  their  Flights  and  Sallies  are 
only  the  Effe£ls  of  its  lecret  Infpirations,  we  may 
conclude,  that  they  are  much  more  inconftant  in  Love 
than  Women. 

— - — i  «■  t— •  rnr  n  >  i  -n  ■Winnwi-  iFnTMnTjm.ij<.a;3»nWi,  ...  

CH  AP.  Xif. 

Whether  one  may  love  without  being  jealous. 

I  Cannot  be  perfwaded  that  the  Stoicks,  who  held 
the  firft  Rank  amongft  the  ancient  Philofophers, 
did  exempt  their  wile  Men  from  all  manner  of  Paf- 
ftons.  They  muft  certainly  have  been  inform’d  that 
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it  is  natural  for  Man  to  be  paffionate,  and  impop- 
ble  to  deftroy  a  thing  fo  effential  to  him  as  Paffion. 

One  may  be  convinc’d  of  this  Truth*  if  the  Philo- 
fopher  Seneca ,  who  was  a  Maftcr  of  this  Se£t  may  bd 
credited  $  he  owns  frankly*  that  the  wife  Man  s  Soul 
may  be  ruffled*  but  fo  as  to  be  fat  from  launching  in¬ 
to  exceiles*  his  Reaion  always  coming  to  his  affift- 
ance. 

Since  we  are  com pofed  of  Intelligence,  Soul,  Spi¬ 
rits  and  Body,  as  we  fhall  prove  in  another  place  * 
fince  our  Intelligence  bears  a  relation  to  Angels,  and 
our  Soul  defcends  from  that  of  our  Parents,  there  is 
no  room  to  doubt,  but  the  Paffions  may  be  natural 
to  both.  Mofes  teaches  us,  that  the  Angels  were 
both  jealous  and  proud;  and  we  obferve  daily,  that 
Brutes  are  led  away  by  their  inordinate  Paffions ;  for 
inftance,  the  Goat  that  killed  the  Shepherd  Cratet 
becaufe  he  had  carefs’d  his  Female. 

Tis  evident  that  Diftempers  are  natural,  whatever 
Phyficians  fay  to  the  contrary,  becaufe  none  have  been 
exempted  from  being  lick  in  fome  meafure  from  the 
begining  of  the  World  to  this  Day.  Our  Body  is 
compos'd  of  parts  fo  different  in  temper,  and  we  ex¬ 
pos’d  to  fo  many  Accidents,  that  ’tis  impoffible  but 
we  fhould  meet  with  fome  hurt  once  in  our  Lives, 
"■‘Tis  true  fome  Diftempers  are  flight,  others  ftrong  ; 
and  of  this  latter  fort  fome  Dangerous,  and  yet  not 
mortal,  and  others  pernicious,  from  which  no  body 
can  recover  by  reaion  of  their  corrupting  fome  part 
neceflary  to  Life,  or  fome  other  violent  caufe.  Thele' 
bit  Diftempers,  according  to  Phyficians,  are  contrary 
to  Nature.  But  Men  of  a  good  Conftitution  are  only 
expofed  to  flight  Diflfcmpers,  which  makes  them  al¬ 
ways  fay  they  are  well. 

The  fame  may  be  fa  id  of  the  Paffions  of  the  Soul, 
they  are  natural  to  Man,  and  even  thole  that  pretend 
entirely  to  exempt  their  wife  Men  from  their  Empire 
have  owned  them  to  be  fmall  Motions  that  may  be 
lubdu'd  by  Reaion,  which  has  made  iome  lay,  that 

the  wife  Man  is  exempted  from  Paffions,  But  they 
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agree,  that  other  Men  were  obnoxious  to  them  ai 
Well  as  Brutes,  and  that  the  inferior  part  of  the  Soul 
was  the  place  of  their  Refidenee.  So  that  in  fame 
the  Paffions  wete  fo  rooted  as  to  elude  all  Remedies* 

|  and  in  others,  tho’  pretty  ftubborn,  might  admit 
of  efficacious  and  healthful  means. 

Paffions  then  being  natural  to  Man,  as  we  laid  but 
|  now «,  Jealoufie,  one  of  the  moft  Violent,  and  in  the 
:  Scriptures  compar’d  to  Death  and  Hell, will  never  for- 
I  lake  him  :  And  as  it  is  derived  from  Love,  we  may 
j  reafonably  believe  that  all  Lovers  are  jealous,  which 
;  we  defign  to  prove  in  this  Difcourfe. 

We  need  not  here  draw  a  Picture  of  Love,  we  have 
S  given  leveral  Draughts  of  it  throughout  ail  this  Book, 

:  and  expofed  to  the  Eyes  of  all  the  World  its  Nature 
:  and  Effects.  Therefore  I  fhall  ffiffice  at  prefent  to 
'  talk  only  of  Jealoufie,  which  is  as  ’twere  its  Daugh¬ 
ter. 

We  have  faid  elfew here,  that  the  Charms  of  Beau- 
:  ty  are  lb  powerful  as  to  lead  us  away  againtt  our 
,  Will,  when  in  a  Sex  different  from  ours,  and  in  fpighr 
of  all  our  Endeavours,  ’tis  impoffible  to  be  fecur’d 
againfl;  itsAffaults.  It  fires  our  Heart  with  its  At- 
traffives,  forcing  our  Will,  and  makeing  our  Amo¬ 
rous  Parts  obey  its  invinfible  Allurements.  Thus 
it  caufes  an  ardent  defire  to  be  in  poffeffion  of  a  pret¬ 
ty  Perfon,  which  defire  will  call  Love,  without 
[doubt  the  Spring  and  Source  of  all  the  Paffions  of  the 
Soul. 

Where  there  is  an  entire  love,  the  Soul  keeps  li- 
ying  Ideas  of  the  abfent  Object,  and  receives  abun¬ 
dance  of  Satisfa£tion  when  the  beloved  Perfon  is  men¬ 
tioned.  But  fomedmes  Lyes  and  Impoltures  Hide  in 
with  true  Reports,  that  the  Soul  is  led  into  Mi  It  tuft 
iby  fufpicius  Conjectures,  and  Doubts  of  its  own  for¬ 
ging. 

I  ’Tis  often  believ’d  that  Charms  are  Wanting  to  me¬ 
at:  the  good  Graces  of  a  Perfon,  and  at  the  lame  time 
tis  thought  that  the  Perfon  may  be  incpnttunc  and  cool 
n  his  Love,  as  happened  to  Popp&a}  who  examin’d 
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her  felf  after  Nerd s  Impotency,  as  Petronm  obferves. 
Then  do  we  through  tire  weaknefs  of  our  Nature, 
change  our  Conjectures  into  Proofs,  and  Doubts  in¬ 
to  Convictions  ,  what  ever  affurances  we  have  of 
the  beloved  Perfon,  none  can  love  well  without 
being  jealous  *  for  being  arrived  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  Love,  we  cannot  continue  long  there  by  rea* 
fon  of  our  natural  Inconftancy,  and  are  oblig’d  ei¬ 
ther  to  wax  cold  or  hate,  palling  always  through 
feveral  ClafFes  of  Jeaioufie.  The  Phyfician  Celfus,  a 
great  Mailer  in  natural  Knowledge,  is  much  in  the 
right  to  fay,  that  when  a  Man  is  fatter  than  ordina¬ 
ry^  he -ought  to  he  af  raid  of  falling  fick,  becaufethe 
things  of  this  World  being  inconftanr,  he  cannot  long 
continue  in  fo  good  a  plight.  fgui Speciofor  Jeipfo  efi 
debet  habere  fnfpeSa  bonafua. 

Amidft  all  thefe  troubles  the  Soul  is  diforder’d,  and 
as  ’twere,  delirious.  And  having  warded  off  appe- 
rances,  and  cut,  as  ’twere,  the  head  of  Hydra ,  it  yields 
to  the  feeblenefs  of  Love,  which  makes  Chimera’s 
pafs  for  Truth,  and  gives  birth  to  ten  Hydras  Heads 
inftead  of  one  that  is  cut. 

Tis  not  very  eafy  for  a  Perfon  that  is  mov’d  by  fuch 
a  violent  paibon  as  Love,  to  judge  rightly  in  his  own 
Caufe,  or  dilcover  any  Light  amidft  fo  much  Dark- 
nefs.  Mqfes  had  an  Expedient  to  extricate  all  diffi¬ 
culties  without  a  Man  or  Woman’s  being  Judges  them- 
felves.  The  High-  prieft  gave  the  Woman  accufed 
of  Adultery  a  great  Glafs  of  very  bitter  Water,  which 
is  called  ltd iter  of  Jeaioufie,  pretending  to  cure  the 
Husband’s  Mind  by  the  Effefts  of  this  Probation-wa¬ 
ter,  which  would  rot  the  Belly  of  the  Guilty,  and 
preferve  the  Health  of  the  Innocent.  It  would  be 
troubleiom  to  make  the  like  Experiment  now-a-days, 
and  1  doubt  whether  a  fecret  Slip  is  difcoverable  by 
fuch  fort  of  means 

s  et  the  Soul,  troubled  by  divers  paffions,  endea¬ 
vours  by  all  means  to  difengageit  felf  from  its  Doubts. 
Curiofity  prompting  it  to  examine  all  the  Circumftan* 
css  of  the  Bufxnefs,  it  fpies  and  obferves  narrowly  the 

beloved 
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beloved  ObjeCl  for  fear  off  lofing  it  5  hat  this  extrava¬ 
gant  Enquiry  augments  its  Evil,  and  inftead  of  cu¬ 
ring,  caules  a  Mortification  and  Gangreen.  The  Pagaii 
Divines  inculcate  this  under  theTable  of  Vulcan ,  who 
being  provoked  with  the  Lewdnefs  of  his  Wife,  re- 
folved  in  Revenge  to  make  his  Jealoufie  known  in  pre¬ 
sence  of  all  the  Gods,  whom  he  thought  favourable 
and  propitious  to  hisDefign^  but  having  pitch'd  a  Net 
to  furpriZe  Mars  and  Venus  together,  he  was  fo  far 
from  curing  his  Paffion  by  fo  doing,  that  he  encrea- 
fed  it,  and  was  counted  infamous  among  the  GodS 
for  having  revealed  a  hidden  Crime.  Nay,  the  Gods, 
were  fcandalized  to  that  degree ,  that  he  was  flung 
down  from  Heaven,  and  got  a  broken  Leg  by  the 
Bargain.  You  fee  what  happens  to  thole  that  are 
jealous. 

Revenge  mixes  with  jealoufie,  and  to  have  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  letting  the  World  know  a  Wife’s  weafc- 
nefs  by  difcovering  her  Amorous  Secret,  Men  draw 
the  Laughter  and  Scorn  of  all  the  World  upon  them- 
felves,  and  a  perpetual  Stain  on  their  Reputation., 
But  the  Soul  not  being  ignorant,  that  all  that  is 
In  the  World  is  fubjeCt  to  Changes,  it  begins'  to  fear 
the  lofs  of  what  makes  its  Hapinels  and  Satisfaction, 
and  is  afraid  it  may  fall  to  another’s  fhare  to  enjoy  ir. 
i'his  Fear  we  call  properly  Jealoufie,  which  owns 
Love  for  its  Father  and  cannot  refufe  Fearfulnels  for 
its  Mother.  ’Tis  ftrange,  that  the  Inclinations  which 
Which  cement  Friendlhip  in  the  Commerce  of  Men 
fliould  prove  the  Caule  of  Hatred  in  exceffive  Love. 
t  Jealoufie  has  fuch  Power  and  Influence  upon  forne 
ftiens  Minds,  that  according  to  the  report  of  Tertul- 
lian ,  fome  have  feared  their  Wives  would  be  ftoln 
from  them  at  the  lea  ft  Guft  of  Wind,  or  if  perchance 
a  Moule  fhould  pais  by  their  Chamber  Door. 

A  feeble  Mind  is  no  fooner  feiz’d  with  this  Fear, 
but  Hatred  finds  a  place  alfo  $  but  Love  being  not 
yet  entirely  baniihed,  ftrange  Diforders  happen  by 
fuch  oppofite  Paffions  $  and  the  Soul’s  not  being 
ieftroyed,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  p umber  of  its  E- 
,  M  2  nemies. 
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nemies.  On  one  hand,  Hatred  freezes  the  Heart,  the 
prnicipal  Seat  of  the  Soul,  ftifies  the  Spirits, and  extin- 
gu iflies  the  Natural  Heat.  On  the  other  hand,  Love 
burns  ir,  and  by  delating  its  iin all  Cavities  encreafes 
its  Spirits  and  Heat.  Poor  Heart !  how  doft  thou 
i  offer  by  this  monftrous  Paffion  ?  Anger,  Grief  and 
Ferfidioufnefs  are  derived  from  thefe  contrary  Pa  ikons 
as  aifo  Hope,  Difpair,  Joy,  Sadneis,  Fury,  Rage ; 
and  laftly,  a  delire  to  be  reveng’d  even  to  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  Life  and  Reputation.  Some  have  exten¬ 
ded  their  Jealoufie  beyond  this  Life,  as  the  King  of 
Morocco ,  who  being  defeated  in  War,  envy’d  Man¬ 
kind  the  Enioyment  of  his  Wife  after  his  Death  * 
wherefore  putting  her  upon  a  Crupper  behind  him- 
lelf,  and  fpurring  his  Horfe,  he  fell  from  the  Preci¬ 
pice  of  a  Mountain,  as  John  of  Leon  informs  us. 

But  we  need  not  go  far  back  to  Antiquity  for  Ex¬ 
amples  of  the  Effe&s  of  Jealoufie,  there  is  hardly  any 
more  notable  than  that  which  hapned  the  other  Day 
at  Nice  in  Province :  The  Lord  Cajlel  Novo ,  aged  67 
fell  delperately  in  love  with  his  Daughter-in-law 
"Perrin  e  de  Aarcouete  de  St.  Jean  de  Moriene.  Her  Hus¬ 
band,  and  Ms  own  Wife,  being  by  him  deemed  Ob- 
fracles  to  his  pernicious  Defigns,  were  both  poyfoned 
by  his  Lady’s  Waiting-woman.  But  Love  and  Jea¬ 
loufie  being  expofed  roathoufand  differeut  Accidents, 
the  Father-in-law  found  his  Death,  where  he  thought 
to  meet  with  Satisfaction-  and  Pleafure,  his  Daugh¬ 
ter  in-law  ftabing  him  as  he  was  going  about  his  A- 
morous  Diver  lions. 

Nothing  being  hidden  in  this  World,  Vengance 
breaks  out  fooner  or  latter  Scandal  arifes,  and  a 
hidden  Crime  is  often  punifhed  fo  as  to  extend  its 
Misfortunes  to  an  innocent  Pofterity.  Perhaps  a  jea¬ 
lous  Pet  fon  comes  to  know  himfelf  when  the  Diftem- 
is  form’d,  and  not  quite  paft  cure,  yet  he  meets  with 
Grief  and  Repentance  for  his  Pains,  the  EffeCts  of  an 
11  reguiar  Love,  and  the  end  of  Jealoufie  f  for  Jealou- 
fie  is  never  without  Love  :  And  as  defire  of  Lif  e  ac¬ 
companies  all  fick  People,  and  Grief  never  touches 

the 
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the  Dead ;  fo  Jealoufie  never  abandons  thole  that  are 
in  love,  but  is  never  met  with  in  the  cold  and  indif¬ 
ferent. 

Thus  having  difcover’ d  the  Birth,  Caufe,  Nature, 
and  Progrels  of  Jealoufie,  it  will  not  be  out  of  the 
way  to  examine  at  p relent  its  Differences  and  Effefls. 

Daily  Experience  teaches  us,  that  Reafon  fame- 
times  mailers  Paffions,  and  rules  them  with  fuch 
Strength  when  we  ufe  them,  to  obey  from  our  Infan¬ 
cy,  that  no  wonder  fome  Men  arid  Women  are  not 
led  away  by  their  impetuous  Motions.  Jofeph  fufi- 
peffed,  in  all  Appearance,  the  ever  blelied  Virgin 
Mary,  but  he  knew  how  to  ftifle  fuch  Thoughts  in 
their  Birth,  and  never  fuffered  himlelf  to  be  led  into 
an  Excels  of  Jealoufie.  Julius  C&far  commanded  his 
Paffions  to  that  Degree,  that  tho’  he  had  juft  Caules 
to  be  jealous,  his  great  Soul  never  yielded  to  this 
horrible  Pallion.  Nor  did  Augtifhis,  Lucullus ,  Avto- 
: njus ,  or  Pompeius.  Thefe  great  Men  making  no  nolle, 
altho’  they  had  reafon,  were  rather  bewailed  for  being 
virtuous  than  blamed  for  being  imprudent.  They 
knew  well  enough,  that  no  Scandal  is  to  be  taken  at 
the  ill  Conduct  of  Wives  -,  and  had  they  done  it, 
the  very  Boys  in  the  Streets  would  have  laughed  them 
to  Scorn. 

Women,  tho’  naturally  more  jealous  than  Men, 
as  we  lhall  prove  in  the  Sequel,  are  oftentimes  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  fame  Gift  on  the  like  Occalions, 
Sarah  had  fome  flight  Jealoufie  at  firft,  that  Abraham 
did  carels  Hagar  ;  but  her  Reafon  came  immediately 
to  the  affiftance  of  her  Paffion,  and  having  happily 
fubdued  it,  Ihe  confented  to  his  begetting  of  Child¬ 
ren  upon  the  Body  of  his  Handmaid.  Stratonice  did 
the  like,  being  concern’d  for  not  having  any  I  flue  by 
her  Husband  D  dot  arm,  and  apprehenfive  of  lofing 
him,  confented  at  laft  to  his  Ring  with  EleBra,  pro-' 
vided  Ihe  might  adopt  and  repute  the  Children  for 
her  own.  _ 

’Tis  a  different  cals  with  bale  and  rambling  Souls, 
Love  and  Jealoufie  making  a  greater  runage  upon 
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|bem,  and  extending  their  Empire  with  all  the  Path- 
pns  that  accompany  them  :  For  when  Love  is  pome 
to  fuch  a  Point,  as  not  to  admit  of  any  more  en- 
creafe,  a  Glance  diforders,  a  Converfe  importunes,  a 
Walk  difquiets,  a  Collation  difpleafes,  and  a  Letter 
grieves  them.  They  are  like  thofe  on  a  Precipice, 
whole  Eyes  dazzle.  Feet  flagger,  and  Body  trembles, 
they  are  afraid  of  falling,  tho5  they  are  in  a  Place  of 
Security.  None  but  Blockheads  and  wile  Men  are 
exempted  from  the  Excels  of  this  Pallion.  Thole 
that  hold  the  middle  Rank,  and  are  the  greateft  In¬ 
gredient  of  the  reafonable  World,  are  of  the  number 
pf  weak  or  middling  Souls.  They  have  a  hidden 
Cancer  in  their  Brea  ft,  and  a  Noli  me  tangere  that  is 
nourilh’d  by  ftinking  Ordures  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that 
Jealoulle  is  nourilhed  in  fuch  inferiour  Minds  by  ho- 
jfile  Paffions,  and  perpetual  Ravings :  Thence  are 
deriv’d  all  Dilquiets,  Extravagancies,  and  even  Rage 
and  Madneis  of  iealous  People,  which  neverthelels 
feems  to  have  lome  k  nd  of  Reafon,  as  Lepidus  feem’d 
to  have,  when  fickning  upon  it  he  bid  adieu  to  the 
World. 

We  fhall  be  better  convinc’d  of  what  I  fay,  if  we 
examme  the  jealoufie  of  Man  and  Woman  a-parr, 
and  fearch  which  of  the  two  is  moft  jealous. 

?The  Fear  of  lofing  what  is  beloved  is  ftronger  in  a 
Woman’s  Fancy  than  in  a  Man’s-,  and  tho’  Women 
are  naturally  timid,  yet  we  fee  by  Experience,  that 
when  jealous,  they  are  bold  and  intrepid  to  that 
Degree,  as  to  undertake  the  Perpetration  of  a  Crime 
iooner  than  we,  if  it  comes  to  that  point. 

Moreover,  a  Woman  being  naturally  weaker,  and 
cqnlequeiitly  more  needlul  of  the  Help  and  Support 

of  a  Man,  is  alio  in  a  greater  fear  of  lofing  him,  when 
the  loves  him  well. 


t^ie  other  hand,  being  more  conftant  in  Love 
than  we,  as  we  have  proved  it  in  the  foregoing  Chap¬ 
ter,  lhe  receives  more  Imprelfiqns  by  the  Motions  ol 
Love  and  Jealoufie.  !  .  ■ 
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Befides,  Lafcivioufnels  being  a  powerful  Motive  of 
this  Paffion,  and  they  being  more  troubled  therewith 
than  we,  are  alfo  more  jealous.  She’ll  think  her  Hus¬ 
band  has  not  enough  for  her,  and  in  this  lalcivious 
Thought  be  afraid  that  another  (hares  thofe  Plea- 
fures  with  her,  which  (he  deiires  to  her  felf,  and 
fancies  to  be  her  Right. 

Furthermore,  (he  is  ofcner  angry,  and  continues 
longer  fo  than  a  Man  ;  at  which  time  Jealoufie  turn¬ 
ing  into  Fury,  renders  her  fit  for  the  blackeft  Enter- 
prizes  in  the  World- 

Laftly,  there  is  no  Savage  Beall  more  cruel  than  a 
Woman  dilbrder’d  with  Jealoufie.  We  need  no  other 
Proof  than  Medea,  who  kill’d  her  own  Children,  to  be 
reveng’d  on  her  Husband :  Or  that  of’  Laodicea  Wife 
of  Antiocbus ,  fir  named  God ,  who,  according  to  St. 
Jerome ,  put  Berenice  and  her  Child  to  Death,  becaufe 
Antiocbus  had.  got  it,  and  afterwards  poylon’d  her 
felf  out  of  Delpair.  This  inordinate  Paffion  made  • 
the  Ecclejiajtes  fay  much  to  our  purpofe.  That  a  jea¬ 
lous  Wife  is  tbe  Grief  of  her  Husband’s  Hearty  and  the 
Complaint  of  bis  Family. 

Men  proceed  almoft  after  the  fame  manner,  ba¬ 
ting  that  Lafcivioufnefs  has  not  fo  great  a  (hare  in. 
their  Jealoufie  as  in  Womens.  They  only  fear  ano¬ 
ther  may  ravifh  what  they  fancy  belongs  to  them- 
lelves  5  and  in  this  black  Thought  load  their  Soul- 
with  the  moll  cruel  Paffion  in  the  World; 

Jealoufie  loft  Mariana’s  Life,  Herod  not  being  able 
to  abide  that  her  Beauty  lhould  be  fo  much  regarded. 
The  fame  Paffion  oblig’d  the  Miller  to  give  the  great 
Pox  to  his  pretty  Wife,  in  order  to  have  it  commu¬ 
nicated  to  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  Monarchs  in 
Europe ,  a  Lover  of  Bole’s  Letters.  And  tho’  he  could, 
or  rather  would  nor,  he  reveng’d  on  his  Royal  Per- 
fon,  he  reveng’d  himfeif  on  the  Body  of  his  Wife, 
who  afterwards  infe£ted  the  King.  I  cannot  pals  by 
what  we  read  of  OBavius ,  who  having  kiffed  Pontia 
Pojlumia ,  was  fo  nearly  concern’d  at  her  refilling  him 
Matrimony  upon  his  Requeft,  that  his  Love  turned 
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into  Fury,  and  never  ftopt  till  be  bad  fimfli’d  her 
Days,  in  whole  Arms  be  had  been  fo  often  reviv’d. 

In  efFed  fuch  People  referable  Stags,  which  being 
naturally-  very  fearful,  are  extreamly  jealous  of  their 
Hinds.  '  Naturalifts  alfo  obferve,  that  feveral  Worms 
gnaw  them  about  the  Head.  Francis  Tow  had  a  big 
one  in  his  Head,  according  to  the  Hiftory  of  Italy, 
when  he  bang’d  himfelf  at  Modena ,  during  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Francis  Guicbardini ,  becaufe  the  Couvti - 
%ana  Calora  touched  the  Hand  of  a  Gentleman  fhe 
played  at  Chefs  withal. 

But  tho’  fame  flight  Diftempers  may  be  overcome 
by  a  prudent  Regimen,  yet  a  great  Number  of  o- 
thers  are  perilous  and  even  fatal,  either  thro’  our 
own  fault  or  their  own  Nature,  that  we  cannot  van-, 
quifh  them  by  Medicines.  Thus  Reafon  cures  flight 
Jealoufies,  but  does  not  eafily  overcome  the  ftrong 
and  defperate  ones.  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  violent 
Di ftem per  of’  Procris  might  be  gured,  fince  fhe  was 
killed  by  her  own  Husband  for  a  wild  Beaft,  or  that 
of  Thebe  and  Luculla ,  the  firft  of  which,  according  to 
Cicero ,  killed  her  Husband  Pher&a ,  upon  a  flight  fur- 
mi  ze  and  the  other  poyfbn  d  her  Husband  Antonins 
verm  becaufe  he  loved  Fabia. 

Thus  it  may  be  allowed  for  truth,  that  great  Souls 
know  by  Strength  of  Reafon  how  to  refill  the  Moti¬ 
ons  of  jealoulie;  they  receiving  it  but  at  the  Gate, 
iff  may  fpeak  fo,  and  never  fuffering  it  to  enter. the 
Lodgings,  where  it  would  certainly  ruin  its  Land¬ 
lord,  like  an  Enemy  Soldier.  Indeed  a  prudent  Man, 
according  to  Arijlotle, ,  .ought  to  know  what  Honour 
is  owing  to  his  Parents,  Wife,  Children  and  himfelf, 
that  in  rendring  what  is  due  to  every  one  of  them, 
he  may  be  reputed  juft  and  holy  in  his  Family.  Tis 
another  thing  with  mean  fpirited  People  j  their  Rea- 
.fon  never  iuccours  them,  being  hurried  away  by  the 

.. ..  and  not  having  Strength  enough 

to  refift  its  Affaults.  6  b 

I  il  conclude  then,  that  Love  is  never  without  Jea- 
loufie,  and  that  np  body  can  love  without  being  lea- 

W*-  '  ;  *  CH  A  P, 


(  *75  ) 


y  "  1  "" — ■ — ■ — = — r— • *  ; - 

CHAP.  XV. 

Whether  the  Timid  or  Fearful  Woman  loves  better  than 

the  Bold  and  Brisk. 

"XT\7  E  have  Proved  elfewhere  that  Women  were 
V  V  of  a  different  Conftitution  from  Men,  and 
that  being  colder  and  moifter,  it  was  realonable 
that  they  were  created  after  another  manner,  and 
for  other  ufes.  Truly  they  have  a  greater  Share  in 
Generation  and  Perpetuation  of  the  Species  than 
Men.  And  no  doubt  but  for  this  very  Reafon  they 
are  more  Sanguine,  or  rather  do  not  diffipate  fo  much 
Blood  as  we,  and  are  alfo  fubjeft  to  periodical  Eva¬ 
cuations  and  Terms  every  Month,  which  feldom  fail 
in  thofe  that  are  healthy  and  of  fit  Age. 

As  their  Temper  differs  much  from  ours,  fo  it  does 
no  lefs  among  themfelves ;  there  are  Sanguine,  Bi¬ 
lious,  Phlegmatick  and  Melancholy,  or  rather  moift 
ana  hot,  cold  and  dry  Women.  Thefe  Qualities  are 
ieldom  fingle,  but  accompanied  with  others  that 
are  not  incompatible  with  them.  For  Example,  the 
Sanguine  are  hot  and  moift  5  the  Bilious  hot  and 
dry  ;  the  Phlegmatick  moift  and  cold  $  and  the  Me¬ 
lancholy  cold  and  dry  ^  of  all  thefe  the  Sanguine  only 
ferve  my  Purpole  *,  but  it  mult  be  fuch  Sanguine 
ones  as  participate  a  little  of  Choler  and  Melancho¬ 
ly-,  whence  are  derived  thofe  different  Humours  and 
Inclinations.  For  a  Sanguine  Woman,  that  is  to 
fa y,  the  hot  and  moift,  who  has  fome  Choler  mixed 
with  her  Blood,  is  gay  and  wanton,  and  the  San¬ 
guine  Melancholy,  that  is  to  lay,  the  cold  and  dry 
is  fearful,  melancholy  and  ferious.  The  Blood  is 
the  molt  predominant  Liquor  in  fuch  Women,  but 
more  fubtil,  moveable,  and  fluid  in  the  brisk  than 
the  fearful.  The  Spirits  are  clearer  and  better  dilpo- 
fed  to  move  and  obey  the  Soul,  becaufe  Choler, 
which  according  to  Phyficians,  is  the  hotteft,  dry- 
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eft  ajd  lightef!  part  of  the  Blood,  is  mixed  in  fuch 
proportion  as  not  to  prejudice  Health ;  whereas  the 
Blood  of  the  Melancholy  one  is  thicker,  more  Ter- 
fettrial,  and  lefs  proper  for  Motion  ;  the  Spirits 
are  alfo  more  cloudy,  lels  moveable,  and  more  re¬ 
bellious  to  the  Orders  of  the  Soul,  by  realon  Me¬ 
lancholy,  which  is  the  thickeft  part  of  the  Blood, 
Ss  the  biggeft  Ingredient  in  the  Mafs. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  fpeak  of  fuch  Melancholy 
ones  as  are  troubled  in  Mind,  and  actually  mad  and 
foolifll,  nor  of  thole  cold  and  dry  Melancholy  ones 
that  mult  be  rouzed  and  prompted  to  aftion.  But 
of  fuch  as  have  a  cold  and  dry  Blood,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  AriJlotJe  and  Experience,  are  wife  and  witty 
Perfons.  Such  Conftiturions  are  not  fo  fad  and  pen- 
live  as  the  Vulgar  imagine:  To  the  contrary,  they 
are  brisk  and  gay,  by  reafon  of  the  Blood  which 
predominates  in  their  Veins,  but  not  to  that  Degree 
as  the  Cholerick. 

Neither  do  I  pretend  to  Ipeak  of  fuch  Sanguine 
Conftitutions  as  have  hardly  above  feven  or  eight 
days  in  a  Month  to  themfelves,  but  fubje£t  to  trou- 
blefome  Evacuations  during  twenty  two  Days,  as 
Madam  Du  Lign ,  who  fmelt  rank  at  twelve  Years  of 
Age.  Thefe  are  good  humour’d  and  quiet  but  in 
an  extream  old  Age  become  dull  and  ftupid.  My 
Difcourfe  (hall  only  extend  to  fuch  as  have  their 
Terms  four  or  five  Days  at  a  Time,  who  are  fim- 
ple,  but  aftive  and  brisk,  and  have  as  found  Senfe 
in  a  decrepit  Age,  as  in  their  molt  vigorous  young 
Years. 

Having  premifed  this  Diftin&ion  of  Conftitution, 
we  (hall  proceed  to  examine  what  Signs  agree  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  fuch  as  are  more  particularly  proper  for 
thefe  Complexions.  '  .  •  (  Y  J 

Sanguine,  Cholerick  and  Bilious  Women  have 
common  Signs  which  may  agree  with  Sanguine  Me¬ 
lancholy.  Both  are  of  different  Statures  (viz.  rail, 
middle-fized  and  final].  Both  forts  are  pretty  or 
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ugly,  both  have  great  Veins  on  their  Arms  and  Hands’, 
and  are  hairy.  Love  has  ftampt  upon  both  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  its  Cruelty,  their  Cheeks  are  red  as  Roles, 
and  their  Lips  as  Coral :  They  are  firm  and  fome- 
whatdry.to  the  Touch,  the  predominant  Heat  not 
fuffering  their  Skin  to  be  loofe  and  moift,  nor  the 
Colour  of  their  Complexion  fading  and  dilagree- 
able.  ' 

But  there  are  particular  Marks  that  diftinguifh 
the  Sanguine  Cholerick  Women  from  the  Sanguine 
Melancholy.  *  In  the  firft,  the  Blood  is  loole  and 
fluid:  In  the  latter  thick  and  vifcous.  Choler  is 
known  in  the  one  by  its  Effeds,  that  is  to  lay,  a 
very  hot  and  dry  Portion  of  the  Blood,  and  Me¬ 
lancholy  (hews  it  felf  in  the  other,  that  is  to  fay, 
a  burned  Choler  and  a  thickifii  Blood,  which  is 
much  hotter  and  dryer  than  the  Choler  of  which  ’tis 
commonly  produced.  The  firft  feel  a  Fire  that 
burns,  as  it  were,  in  Straw  ;  and  the  latter  perceive 
another  kindle  in  their  Entrails  as  in  green  Wood, 
which  tho’  it  does  not  give  fo  great  a  Blaft  as  the 
other,  heats  more,  lo  that  the  Origin  of  thele  two 
different  Tempers  is  only  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
Blood. 

Moreover  they  are  both  in  good  plight,  but  the 
Cholerick  having  a  thinner  and  more  fluid  Blood, 
her  Addons  are  more  wanton  *  befides,  dilfipating 
more  Blood  than  the  other,  Ihe  muft  confequently  be 
leaner,  and  her  Terms  cannot  flow  above  three  or 
four  Days  at  a  Time,  and  that  in  a  fmall  Quantity. 
The  Terms  of  the  Melancholy  one  run  in  a  great 
Plenty,  viz.  leven  or  eight  Days,  and  her  Blood  be¬ 
ing  thicker,  lels  adive,  and  here  Life  more  feden- 
tary,  Ihe  does  not  diffipate  fo  much.  She  fleeps 
more,  is  flower  in  her  Proceedings,  but  of  an  ac- 
pomplilhed  plight  of  Body. 

The  Cholerick  has  commonly  a  little  Head,  Fair 
or  Chefnut  Hair.  The  Melancholy  has  a  fomewhat 
bigger  and  handfomer  Head,  and  Brown  or  Black 
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Hair  :  The  Sanguine  Cholerick  being  more  prone  to 
dip  in  the  Weaknefs  of  her  Sex  thro’  the  Strength 
of  her  Conftitution,  put  the  ancient  Romans  upon 
painting  the  Conrtizana’s  with  a  Fair  Head  of  Hair, 
and  the  Sage  Matrons  with  Black  :  Inftance  Petroni - 
i is,  who  in  his  Satyrical  Hiftory  gives  TrefTes  of 
Light  Hair  to  Lepida ,  Agrippina  and  Voppea ,  the 
three  greateft  Courtizands  of  their  time.  Moreover, 
the  Sanguine  Cholerick  has  a  middle-fized  Neck, 
firm  Breafts,  far  afunder,  and  as  if  they  were  glew- 
ed  to  her  Ribs.  But  the  Sanguine  Melancholy  has 
hard  Breafts  very  near  to  one,  another,  to  fignifie 
her  lecret  and  amorous  Inclinations.  So  that  theie 
young  Women  are  diftinguifhable  by  effential  Signs 
obfervable  in  their  Bodies,  and  no  lels  different  in 
the  divers  Paffions  of  their  Souls. 

The  Sanguine-Cholerick  is  naturally  a£five,  fickle, 
bold,  brisk,  reftlefs  and  inconftant  *  fhe  fings,  dan¬ 
ces,  and  always  wantons,  never  at  quiet,  but  always 
toying  :  Love  appears  plainly  in  her  Eyes  and  Coun¬ 
tenance,  as  well  as  in  her  Heart.  In  fine,  fhe  is  Can¬ 
dour  and  Sincerity  it  feif.  A  Man  pleafes  no  foonr. 
er  but  fhe  engages  to  love  him.  Her  flame  is  violent 
but  not  lafting.  ’Tis  a  flafh  of  Straw-fire  that  quick¬ 
ly  relents.  The  firft  comer  perfwades  her  eafily,  and 
makes  her  change  her  Mind,  fo  that  fhe  has  as  ma¬ 
ny  Lovers  as  their  arb  Perfons  that  pleafe  her.  Her 
Conftitution  istheCaufe  ofiaer  Inclinations,  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  her  Blood  being  the  Organs  imployed  by  the 
Soul  for  A£lion,are  in  a  hurry  at  the  leaft  objetf  that 
prefents.  Nothing  in  her  fmall  Head  flops  them, 
oor  do  they  flay  where  reaibn  re  (ides.  Which  makes 
her  refolve  haftiiy,  and  judge  with  too  much  preci¬ 
pitation.  She  never  regards  what  is  to  come,  but 
only  looks  upon  the  time  prelent ;  which  pafling  in 
an  inftant,  is  accompanied  with  the  leaft  Circumftan- 
ces.  This  makes  her  often  repent  her  defigns,  and 
commit  fo  many  mi  flakes  in  the  Commerce  of  Life. 

#et  lor  all  theie  fickle  Inclinations,  (he  has  a  freer 
<  :  ’  Air, 


(ill  ) 

Air,  and  lefs  Conftraint  than  the  other  5  and  for  all. 
her  outward  brisknefs  and  freedom,  is  very  modeft 
and  referved  as  to  the  point.  ’Tis  not  the  gaiety 
of  a  fick  Perfon  that  is  a  dying,  which  only  betokens 
the  Excrements  that  caufe  it.  Her  Mirth  and  Brisk¬ 
nefs  evidence  the  Tranquility  of  her  Mind,  the  re- 
pofe  of  her  Soul  Wifdom  and  Virtue,  that  never 
joyn  but  with  Innocence  and  Simplicity.  And  for  all 
fhe  is  ealily  perfwaded,  ’tis  a  difficult  matter  no 
catch  her. 

I  own  ’tis  one  of  the  Misfortunes  of  this  Age  not 
to  dare  play  the  wag  without  being  fcandalized  and 
cenfured  j  as  is  the  It  ill  Water  was  better  to  drink 
then  the  running  Stream,  indeed  thofe  lovely  Per- 
lons  deierve  our  Refpefts.  The  Simplicity  of  their 
Actions  charming  us,  and  the  fincerky  of  their  Sen¬ 
timents  enchanting  us.  The  Spirit  of  fuch  a  young 
Woman’s  Blood  inflame  her  Heart  by  the  fwiftnelsof 
their  Motion,  and  heat  the  Brain  by  their  hafty  paf- 
fage.  In  one  word,  all  her  Blood  is  in  a  hurry,  which 
is  the  reafon  of  the  fair  ones  Inconftancy  and  Brisk¬ 
nefs. 

Thus  her  Conftitution  renders  her  fickle,  not  vici¬ 
ous,  gay,  not  flaffiy,  Ample,  and  not  ftupid.  If  per¬ 
chance  fhe  engages  her  ielf  to  a  Man  in  order  to  mar¬ 
ry,  ’tis  rather  upon  fome  Conlideration  and  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  Friends  than  her  own  Inclinations  :  And  be¬ 
ing  entred  into  the  State  of  Matrimony,  judge  whe¬ 
ther  Love,  that  is  a  Child  and  loves  playing,  will 
not  encreafe  her  waggifh  inclination.  She’ll  dally  in 
the  very  Arms  of  her  Husband,  when  fubmitfmg  to 
the  Orders  of  Nature.  .Her  Body  will  be  as  reftlefs 
as  her  Soul,  yet  never  led  affray  by  the  exceflive 
Pleafures  of  Matrimony  her  Limns  will  never  be¬ 
come  immovable  or  cold,  becaufe  her  Heart  is  never 
never  cloy’d  by  the  exceflive  Satisfaction  of  amorous 
Embraces.  Her  faint  Voice,  broken  Sighs  and  Lan- 
guifhing  Words  are  to  be  imputed  to  Love,  that 
wounds,  but  never  kills  her.  She  being  fecured  from 
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feeing  too  deeply  engaged  to  her  Husband  fey  her  Mi,5 
rural  Ficklenefs,  and  when  what  is  done  among  mar¬ 
ried  People  is  over  fhe  runs  no  rifque  of  being  en¬ 
dangered  by  Love. 

But  the  Sanguine  Melancholy  Woman  hath  quite 
different  Inclinations  :  Her  Soul  being  more  conftant 
and  lefs  fickle.  She  dallies  with  greater  refervednefs 
and  dances  and  lings  with  more  Modefty.  Love  is 
perceived  in  her  Eyes  and  Countenance,  but  in  fo 
itrong  and  allured  a  manner,  as  to  fhew  it  has  feiz’d 
her  Heart,  and  there  eftablifh’d  its  Throne.  Her  na¬ 
tural  fearfulnefs  prevents  her  engaging  at  firft  view1 
with  a  Perfon  that  pleafes.  She  Confiders  a  pretty 
while  before  fhe  Loves  j  Love  touching  her  Heart 
fometime  before  it  enflames  it.  But  the  Fire  once 
kindled,  (he  perceives  the  Heat  which  grows  infen- 
libly..  This  Fire  is  ardent,  and  even  violent  $  ’tis  like 
Fire  in  green  Wood  and  thick  Billets,  that  is  not  foot! 
put  out.  No  Perfwa lions  or  ftrong  Reafons  can  bring 
fuch  a  young  Woman  off  from  her  Love,  when  (he 
is  once  engaged  to  a  Man  fhe  efteems.  It  being  a n 
Effect  of  her  Conftitution$  which  renders  her  conftant 
in  her  Defigns,  and  refolute  in  her  Enterprizes. 

The  Blood  and  Spirits  flowing  llowly  in  her  Veins, 
make  a  great  Impreffion  on  her  Heart  and  Brain,  fa 
that  all  the  Parts  of  her  Body  are  made  equally  fen- 
fible  of  it.  The  Fife  that  prompts  her,  flicks  in  a 
tenacious  Matter,  and  never  for  fakes  it  till  it  has  quite 
Confumed  it :  For  which  reafon,  fhe  conful  rs  with  Rea¬ 
son,  reafons  with  Prudence,  and  laftly,  furfenders  her 
fell  with  Difcretion.  She  loles.  her  felf  in  what  is 
to  come,  endeavouring  to  fecure  her  good  Fortune 
by  too- far  fetches.  Her  Prudence  renders  her  unfor¬ 
tunate.  She  is  ingenious  at  tormenting  her  felf. 
Hope  flatters  her,  and  fhews  her  exceffive  Pleafure  $ 
that  fhe  meets  with  real  Satisfaction  by  the  ftrength 
9*  her  Fancy  though  in  reality  it  is  but  imaginary. 
Toe  infinite  Circumftances  of  time  to  come  embar- 
fafs  her  amorous  Soul,  and  for  fear  of  being  miftakeii 
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fhe  feigns  Plea  fares  in  all  their  Eicteht.  tier  liv  ^ 
Fancy  is  heated  bv  the  extream  delire  of  Enjoyment. 
Her  Mind,  which  I  haveelfewhere  named  Inteligenqe,. 
is  tranfported  by  the  Raptures  of  her  Soul,  which 
of  all  the  Spiritual  Parts,  is  loweft  and  neareft  tS9 
Sences.  Her  Ravings  in  Love  are  extravagant,  evm 
to  this  point  of  extafie,  lo  that  ’tis  in  a  manner  irrt- 
poffible  for  her  to  get  out,  except  ’tis  by  a  Miracle 
For  as  the  Devil  fometimes  puts  in  among  the  Va£ 
pours  of  the  Earth  that  form  a  Hurrycane,  to  have  a' 
hand  in  the  Diforder  it  caufes  if  we  believe  our  De* 
monographers,  Id  Love  mixes  with  the  black  fteml 
of  burnt  Choler,  to  allure  the  fair  Sex  with  the  hopes! 
of  Happinels  or  fome  great  Pleafure  to  come. 

In  fine,  fuch  a  Woman  is  fo  violently  hampered  - 
with  Love,  that  fhe  would  hardly  be  able  to  avoid 
falling  into  lome  Diforders  odious  in  the  Sex,  did 
not  her  fearfulnels  powerfully  oppofe  the  Effedts  of 
her  amorous  Palfion.  Her  Natural  Timidity  being  e- 
ven  a  fign  of  the  amorous  Slavery  and  Troubles  Ihe 
endures  within.  Tho’  fhe  is  referved,  Ihe  is  not  Inno¬ 
cent.  The  more  Diflemblingj  the  lefs  Virtue  :  The 
Mask  wherewith  they  are  dilguiled,  preventing 
our  difco  very  of  their  Imperfeftions.  The  caule  of 
fuch  a  young  Woman’s  Inclinations  is  only  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  her  hot  thickilh  Blood,  her  burning  and 
agitated  Spirits,  whence  all  fuch  Paffions  are  deri¬ 
ved  ;  her  amorous  Soul  imploying  thefe  enflam’d 
Spirits  for  the  ufe  of  its  Paffions,  ftirs  and  roufes  them 
with  great  force  in  her  Heart  •,  and  the  Heart  it  leif 
being  moved  and  inflamed,  agitates  the  Spirits  in  its 
fmall  Cavites,  and  renders  them  hotter  and  more  pe¬ 
netrating,  that  being  afterwards  darted  with  more 
Vigour  into  the  Brainy  they  fhake  thofe  fmall  Fibres 
which  excite  the  Fancy.  Whence  we  may  infer,  that 
by  means  of  the  Fire  of  the  Heart  and' Vivacity  of 
the  Fancy,  there  is  a  Multiplication  and  Concourle 
of  Spirits,  which  in  a  manner  opprefs  and  overwhelm 
the  Heart  and  Brain  of  fuch  a  young  Perlon.  I  grant 

that 
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that  thefe  Parts  may  difcharge  what  incommodes  them 
through  proper  Channels  upon  fome  other  Parts  of 
the  Body,  and  particularly  on  the  Privy-parts  of  this 
young  Maiden,  where  thefe  Spirits  making  an  Im- 
preffion  are  not  ealily  overcome,  by  realbn  of  the  Te¬ 
nacity  of  the  Matter  they  are  made  of,  which  the 
Soul  imploys  for  the  execution  of  the  Paffion. 

When  a  word  happens  to  drop  about  Marriage  to 
fuch  a  young  Woman,  (he  alters  ftrangely,  falls  ra¬ 
ving,  fad,  penfive,  and  more  fearful' than  ordinary. 
Thole  Dilorders  are  allured  Marks  of  the  Ravage 
Love  has  made  in  her  Heart.  She  earneftly  delires 
what  the  timidly  refufes.  In  fine,  Love  gets  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  Fearfulnefs,  and  obliges  her  to  content  to  throw 
her  lelf  into  a  Man’s  Arms.  Her  Natural  Timidity 
will  refute  Favours  fhe  would  be  glad  one  would  take 
that  Ihe  may  excufe  her  Confent  by  the  force  offered 
to  her.  In  thefe  Circumftances  (he  is  quite  dilabled. 
Love  taking  full  poffeflion  of  her  Heart,  leaves  her 
cold  and  immoveable  as  a  Statue,  for  want  of  Heat 
Spirits,  which  are  tending  to  the  Secret  Parts  in  or¬ 
der  to  obey  the  Laws  of  Nature:  There  is  no  Signs 
of  her  being  alive  but  Sighs  and  Sobs,  and  her  Ex- 
tafie  extends  lo  far.  as  to  exclude  the  Senle  of  the 
beginning  of  thofe  Pleafures  that  caufed  it. 

JTis  therefore  the  different  Nature  of  the  Blood 
and  Spirit  which  caufes  the  variety  of  Complexi¬ 
ons  in  fuch  young  Perfons :  For  admitting  that  the 
molt  fearful  engender  more  Spirits  and  fuperflous 
Humours,  becaufe  they  love  Idlenefs  and  Repole  j 
we  may  infer,  they  alfo  generate  more  Seed,  and 
confequently  are  more  amorous :  For  inftance,  Rab¬ 
bits,  the  molt  fearful,  (the  molt  lafcivious,  and  the 
molt  fertile  of  Creatures ;  they  have  no  fooner  laid 
down  but  they  conceive  afrelh,  or  may  be  have 
conceived.  This  is  lb  certain,  that  Quid,  that  Ma¬ 
tter  in  the  Art  of  Love,  would  bid  adieu  to  Love, 
were  Idlenefs  banilh’d  and  Tbeopbrajfus  has  defined 
Love  by  an  efiett  of  a  lazy  Soul.  May  be  the  two 
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famous  Statuaries  of  Antiquity,  Carracus  and  Pm- 
dias  pointed  at  fuch  dtfpofition  in  Venus  by  the  po¬ 
llute  they  gave  her ;  for  one  made  her  fitting,  and 
the  other  put  a  Tortoife  under  her  Feet. 

The  Gay  and  Brisk  differ  in  this  point.  They  are 
dryer,  and  do  not  breed  fo  many  Excrements,  neither 
"have  they  time  to  be  at  reft  or  think  of  Love  and 
when  they  are  in  Love,  ’tis  with  much  Inconftancy, 
by  reafon  of  the  Activity  of  their  Blood,  and  Mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  GbjeHs  that  pleafe  them.  So  that  I  may 
conclude  with  a  great  deal  of  Truth,  that  the  fear¬ 
ful  Women  are  more  amorous  and  loving  than  the 
Bold  and  Brisk* 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Whether  there  is  more  difficulty  in  gaining  a  Woman? k 

Good-will  than  preferving  it. 

* 

IT  fee  ms  there  was  no  occafion  for  God  to  conftrain 
the  two  Sexes  to  love  one  another.  We  had  fuffi- 
cient  Defires  infpired  in  our  Hearts  at  the  Creation  to 
induce  us  to  Iqve.  Witnefs  Adam,  who  had  no  fooner 
leen  Eve,  but  he  fell  in  Love  with  her  5  and  I  believe 
Carrelfing  his  Wife  was  the  fir  ft  bufinefs  of  his  life : 
His  Flame  was  as  violent  in  the  beginning  as  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  Days,  and  was  not  extinguifhed  but 
with  his  life.  Eve,  for  her  part,  was  no  lefs  moved, 

:  her  Flame  augmented  by  her  Husband’s,  and  Love 
;  that  was  but  a  Child  then  as  well  as  now  a  days,  play¬ 
ed  the  wag  with  them  after  the  fame  manner  it 
i  does  with  us. 

|  The  Precepts  therefore  made  by  God  for  us  to’ 
i  love,  are  upon  the  account  of  the  Corruption  of  our 
Nature.  The  Inclination  implanted  in  our  Breafts 
i  from  the  beginning  leading  the  two  Sexes  to  a  mu- 
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tual  grant  of  Favour:  But  Time  has  produced  barba¬ 
rous  and  inhuman  Perfons,  who  throve  to  extinguifh 
this  Natural  Fire  and  innocent  Flames  by  fueh  un- 
juft  proceedings,  as  caufed  Laws  to  be  made  againft 

them. 

Yet  for  all  this,  few  Perfons  are  to  cruel,  as  to 
hate  rather  than  love.  Mott  People  are  of  another 
Humour  •,  and  find  themfelves  to  indifpeniibly  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  love,  that  they  would  rather  ceale  to  live 
than  ceafe  to  love.  The  Woman  particularly  is  of 
this  Complexion,  (he  loving  naturally,  and  efteem- 
ing  a  Man  becaufe  he  is  of  another  Sex  ;  whence 
fome  Philolophers  have  term’d  her  a  fociable  Crea¬ 
ture. 

Woman  being  made  of  fofter  and  more  polilhed 
Matter,  as  alfo  fofter  and  tenderer  Parts,  her  Heart 
is  fooner  led  ro  Compaffion  than  ours,  and  her  Pi¬ 
ty  extends  often  fo  far  as  to  foulage  our  Languifli- 
ings  at  the  Colt  of  her  own  Life  and  Reputation. 
She  can  hardly  fee  a  Man  proftrate  at  her  Feet  but 
(lie  mult  help  him  up  in  order  to  embrace  him  with 
repeated  Sighs  and  Tears,  which  are  evident  Signs 
of  her  Tendernefs.  We  have  ellewhere  obferved, 
that  (he  loves  with  more  Conftancy  than  Man,  and 
that  it  feems  Nature  has  formed  her  Heart  to  love, 
ib  that  no  Hiftorians  ever  mentioned  Woman  Men- 
haters,  as  they  have  feveral  Men. 

Befides,  the  inordinate  Defire  of  rendring  them- 
felves  immortal  by  means  of  Generation,  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  Motive  to  oblige  them  to  love;  and  feeing 
they  cannot  ingender  alone,  to  feek  earneftly  for  a 
Companion  to  copulate  withal ;  that  by  the  Con¬ 
junction  of  their  Fires,  a  Spark  may  be  produced  to 
be  kindled  one  Day  in  the  Heart  of  the  Children 
they  (hall  ingender.  I  (hall  pafs  by  the  Fables  An- 
tiquity  has  put  upon  us  by  furnifhing  Examples  of 
extraordinary  Productions;  publishing,  that  their 
Gods  and  our  Men  have  got  Children  in  their  own 
Likenels  without  the  Commerce  .of  a  different  Sex. 

It 
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It  feems  fo  nigh  Impoffibilities,  that  1  defign  to 
make  a  Difeourfe  of  it  when  I  fhali  come  to  treat 
of  the  Incubus ,  in  order  to  difabufe  fuch  as  believe 
that  any  Generation  can  be  brought  about  without 
mixing  with  a  different  Sex.  Woman  alfo  being 
naturally  moifter,  breeds  much  more  Blood  and 
Seed  than  {he  is  able  to  get  rid  of  by  her  felf.  She 
is  often  loaden  with  this  latter  Humour,  not  to 
(peak  of  the  fir  ft,  to  that  Degree,  thar,  according 
to  Galen,  Art  and  Medicines  have  been  called  to  Al- 
fiftance  to  difcharge  fome,  whole  Condition  did  not 
permit  them  to  be  carefted  by  Men,  of  this  impor¬ 
tunate  Matter.  The  Seed  is  the  Caufe  of  all  their 
Evil,  when  retained  and  corrupted  in  its  Recepta¬ 
cles  and  Horns,  or  when  paffing  thro5  the  jagged 
opening  of  the  Tube  to  be  difperfed  in  the  Cavity 
of  the  Belly.  It  troubles  and  diforders  the  Fancy, 
ruins  Reafon,  and  {topping  the  Motions  of  the  Blood, 
contrary  to  the  Orders  of  Nature,  or  making  of  it 
ferment,  renders  Women  cold,  ftupid,  tranlported, 
bold  and  Maniacs.  In  fine,  the  Seed  lomet'imes  ren¬ 
ders  the  Body  convulsive  and  trembling  ;  but  Na¬ 
ture  fhews  them  a  fure  Remedy  for  their  Evils,  and 
Inlpires  them  with  an  ardent  Defire  to  be  amorouily 
joined  to  Men  ;  which  Union  they  often  feek  ve¬ 
ry  earneftly  without  knowing  the  Caufe  of  their 
Love. 

Without  doubt  the  Paffion  of  Love  would  be 
lefs  violent,  had  not  Nature  eftablilhed  Plea  lures  in 
mutual  C  a  relies,  furpaffing  all  others  by  reafon  of  ' 
the  Senfibility  of  the  Nerves  and  fecret  Parts  of 
Women  :  And  if  thefe  lame  Pleafures  were  not  con- 
i  tinned  out  of  amorous  Embraces :  For  when  it  comes 
to  the  point  of  Love,  the  Woman  has  lb  quick  a 
\  Fancy,  and  fo  obedient  to  the  Otders  of  Love,  that 
t  her  amorbus  Parts  are  often  more  irritated  in  the 
ab fence  than  the  Prefence  of  a  Man.  Thus  Pleafure 
:  being  perpetuated  in  amorous  Women,  either  thro3 
s  Strength  of  Fancy,  or  real  CarefTes,  there  is  no 

N  2  room 


(  184  ) 

room  to  doubt  but  the  fame  Pleafiire  i§  a  powerful, 
Reafon  for  their  Love. 

Again,  Women  being  naturally  weaker,  and,  ao 
cording  ’to  Plato’s  Opinion,  worthy  to  be  ranked 
among  unreafonable  Creatures,  aim  for  the  moft 
part  at  nothing  but  Senfuality,  as  the  only  Scope 
of  their  amorous  Embraces.  Their  Aftion  being  of 
it  felf  an  animal  Aftion,  foments  fuch  an  Idea  in 
their  Minds,  as  anfwers  the  Name  it  bears.  And 
Pleafure  being  oppofite  to  Pain,  which  Nature  ab¬ 
hors  extreamly,  Women  only  confider  Pleafures  in 
their  amorous  Carelfes  as  the  only  Remedy  of 
their  Evils. 

In  fine,  they  have  a  Civil  as  well  as  a  Natural 
Reafon  to  love.  They  are  naturally  weak  and  fear¬ 
ful,  and  confequently  obliged  to  feek  Affiftance 
elfevvhere,  to  defend  them  againft  their  Enemies 
and  fupport  and  maintain  them  in  their  Neceffities. 
What  is  the  Submiffion  (hewn  in  an  amorous  Acti¬ 
on  and  their  feeble  Stature,  but  plain  Evidences  that 
they  Hand  in  need  of  Man’s  Help  and  A  (hit  a  nee  3 
add  to  this,  their  fickle  Mind,  which  requires  a 
prudent  Management  to  be  rendred  ufeful  for  any 
thing.  ’Tis  a  Weather  cock  that  turns  with  the 
leaft  Blafl  of  Wind,  and  would  certainly  be  carri¬ 
ed  away  by  the  Tempelt,  did  not  the  Rod  it  turns 
upon  retain  it. 

Let  no  Body  tell  me,  that  lome  are  fteddy  enough 
now  to  govern  entire  Kingdoms  where  the  Law 
fuffers  the  Diftaff  to  inherit,  and  that  the  Ama* 
&ons  in  former  Days  (hewed  themfelves  neither 
weak  nor  fearful,  by  undertaking  bloody  Wars  and 
coming  ofr  viftorioully.  ForExperience  (hews  us,  not 
to  talk  how  fmall  a  Number  fuch  Women  amount 

t0’  Q-ueens  great  Countries  govern  for  the 
molt  Part  by  the  Advice  of  the  Grandees  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  ;  and  what  Wonders  Monfieur  Petit  has  lately 
taken  the  Pains  to  tell  of  the  Afnazons,  agree  nei- 
soer  with  our  Climate,  manner  of  living,  nor  Con* 
.  .  /  -  ftitutions : 
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flitutions :  Strength  and  Courage  being  the  Mens 
Portion  only  in  our  Regions. 

So  that  it  may  be  granted,  that  Women  are  more 
fearful  and  feeble  than  we,  and  more  enclined  ro 
love  5  and  feeing  they  draw  their  Birth  and  Origin 
from  one  of  our  Ribs,  according  to  Scripture,  and 
that  all  Things  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
return  to  the  Place  whence  they  came,  ’tis  but  reafo- 
nable  that  Women  Ihould  love  Men  and  join  them- 
felves  naturally  to  him,  to  be  reftored  to  the  place 
they  formerly  occupied. 

As  for  a  Man,  he  makes  no  Difficulty  or  Scruple 
to  love  a  Woman  that  loves  him.  Inclinations 
commonly  meet  with  Returns  from  our  Hands.  Men 
are  Flies,  that  are  caught  with  a  little  Honey.  As 
for  the  Women,  Complaifance  renders  her  fubmif- 
five.  Only  do  what  fhe  has  a  Mind  to,  and  you 
eafily  gain  her.  But  Alfiduity  enflaves  her,  fhe  being 
of  the  Nature  of  Children,  that  love  to  play  when 
ever  Opportunity  ferves.  In  fine,  Modefiy  being, 
as  it  were,  natural  to  the  Sex,  fhe  defires  that  to  be 
taken  which  fhe  refules  to  grant.  Indeed  a  timorous 
Man  does  not  in  the  leaft  agree  with  a  fearful  Wo¬ 
man  in  fuch  a  Jhn£ture,for  he  muft  attack  vigoroufly, 
and  fhe  defend  but  weakly. 

It’s  then  very  eafie  to  love  reciprocally,  Love  be¬ 
ing  the  Earneft  of  -Love  ^  and  in  the  Empire  of 
Love  there  is  no  changing  of  Money.  But  ’tis  very 
difficult  to  preferve  the  Efteem  one  may  have  acqui¬ 
red  of  the  fair  Sex  ^  for  if  preferving  and  keeping 
up  the  good  Intentions  of  a  young  Damfel  depen¬ 
ded  on  Nature,  that  always  a£ls  regularly,  I  fhould 
be  apt  to  believe  it  would  be  as  eafie  to  keep  as  to 
gain  a  Woman’s  good  Will  ^  but  feeing  it  depends 
upon  her  Capricio’s  and  Ficklenefs  to  continue  her 
Favours,  we  muft  look  to  lofe  them  very  often,  and 
even  fometimes  as  Don  as  we  have  gained  them. 

The  true  Reafon  of  this  Lofs  is  the  Pride  and 
Vanity  of  Women.  They  fancy  themfelves  to  be 
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what  they  are  not.  They  think  their  Reign  is  ever- 
falling,  and  that  they  lhall  always  continue  pretty, 
agreeable,  and  Miftreffes,  as  they  formerly  were : 
But  Man  naturally  loving  his  Liberty,  cannot  fub- 
mit  lor  any  long  Space  of  Time  •,  and  Submiffion 
encroaching  a  little  upon  his  Right,  he  fometimes 
makes  his  Elcape,  withdraws  his  Vifits  and  Compa¬ 
ny,  and  lfiews  his  Dilguft  at  what  he  formerly  li¬ 
ked.  Thus  the  fair  one  being  dilpleafed,  banilhes 
him  as  perfidious,  inconftant,  and  unworthy  of  her 
Love. 

Moreover,  a  Woman  that  loves  much,  is  very 
impatient ;  fire  would  have  her  Paflion  fatisfied  as 
foon  as  Ibe  perceives  it  ^  and  if  a  Man  is  exhau¬ 
sted,  and  has  but  railed  her  Appetite,  then  ablents 
to  recruit,  all  is  loft.  Then  there  is  a  Popp&a  ftor- 
tning  at  the  ablence  of  Nero,  or  Agrippina  at  Crepe- 
ruts  G a lins.  In  fine,  this  Sex  defires  clofe  waiting, 
otherwife  rhev  are  offended  and  complain  their 
only  Bufinefs  being  to  toy  and  carels.  And  if  one 
chances  not  to  be  ready  to  grant  all,  Ihe  domineers, 
grows  rtftlels,  and  lofes  the  Refpefil  file  owes  her 
Lovers,  who  being  tired  with  the  Capricio’s  and 
Impatience  of  fjch  a  lafcivious  Woman,  forfakes 
her,  and  lochs  out  for  another  that  agrees  better 
with  his  indinarons. 


On  the  other  hand,  (he  is  very  loving,  and  by 
her  f  onftitution  led  to  it.  The  Humours  in  her  fe- 
crec  Patts  being  ftirred,  there  arife  wand  ring  Clouds 
ol  Vapours  that  prick  the  Fancy  and  render  her 
tnore  amorous  than  ever  Ihe  was.  This  Height  of 
Paflion  puts  her  befide  her  felf.  Colt  what  it  will 
fhe  will  be  fatisfied.  Should  a  Man  chance  to  make 
uleof  her  as  a  Remedy,  or  elfe  being  indifpofed 
thro  Infirmity  or  old  Age,  not  fuffice  to  furnifh 
Matter  lor  the  Plealure  of  the  fair  one,  all  is  loft, 
3nd  no  Exeufes  allow’d  :  In  this  Dilguft  file  endea¬ 
vours  to  find  out  another  better  able  to  perform  Du¬ 
ty  by  his  frelh  coming  on  5  but  -'he  will  aifo  be  ob- 
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iged  to  quit  the  Stage  by  reafon  of  the  Weaknefc 
this  amorous  Woman  brings  upon  him. 

Jealoufie  is  at  the  Heels  of  fuch  infamous  Senfu- 
alities :  She  expets  her  Man  always  to  be  ready, 
and  if  he  cannot  anfwer  her  Ends,  (he  fancies  he 
has  disburled  elfewhere  inftead  of  laying  out  his 
Cafh  with  her.  Whereupon  (he  ftorms  at  her  Lo¬ 
ver,  complains,  grows  fad,  melancholy  and  inliip- 
portable.  Her  Aim  being  to  confine  a  Man  to  her 
felf,  and  keep  him,  as  it  were,  in  Prifon.  But  he 
being  not  able  long  to  endure  his  Chains  and  Sla¬ 
very,  efcapes,  runs  away,  and  feeks  for  Diverfion 
eKewhere.  Upon  which  her  Jealoufie  encreales, 
and  often  changes  into  Rage  and  Defpair,  fo  that 
the  fair  one  is  more  difpoled  to  Revenge  than  Love, 
The  Gbjet  ceafes  to  be  amiable ;  ’tis  an  incarnate 
Devil  that  tempted  her,  and  at  prefent  creates  Hoj> 
rour. 

In  fine,  her  Stubbornefs  is  without  Example; 
if  (he  knows  your  Mind,  you  may  be  fure  (he’ll 
at  contrary  to  what  you  defire ;  and  had  not  her 
Imperfetions  been  hidden  by  the  wonted  Enchant¬ 
ments  of  Love,  one  would  have  been  amas’d  at 
her  Contrivances  :  But  her  Paffion  growing  too  vi¬ 
olent  to  keep  any  further  Decorum ,  we  unfold  our 
Eyes,  and  dilrelilh  our  Subjetion  to  fuch  a  capri¬ 
cious  and  troublefome  Creature.  She  is  vicious, 
whatever  (hews  (he  may  make  of  Vertue,  and  the 
Circumftances  that  accompanies  her  Ations  render 
her  hateful:  In  fine,  were  a  Man  never  fo  amo- 
roufly  difpofed,  he  could  not  be  plea(ed  for  any 
long  fpace  of  Time  with  a  Woman  of  fo  many  Im¬ 
perfetions:  And  feeing  moft  Women  come  near  to 
this  Completion,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to 
conclude,  that  ’tis  more  difficult  to  keep  than  to 
gain  a  Woman’s  Good-will. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Whether  a  Handfom  Woman  pleafes  better  than  a  Com - 

plaifant  Woman. 

A  Whole  Age  is  often  required  for  the  produ&ion 
of  a  Beautiful  Perfon  •,  becaufe  Nature  Handing 
in  need  of  fo  many  proportionable  parts  and  diffe¬ 
rent  Conditions  in  thofe  that  ingender,  ’tis  very  diffi¬ 
cult  for  it  to  fucceed.  The  Parents  Soul  is  not  ah 
sways  in  convenient  difpofitions,  nor  the  matter  where¬ 
of  Men  are  made,  flexible  :  No  wonder  then  there 
are  fo  few  Beautiful  Perlons  in  the  World. 

Beauty  does  not  only  conlift  in  a  juft  proportion 
of  all  the  parts  of  the  Body  •,  but  alfo  in  Health, 
Youth,  and  a  good  Cafe  which  renders  the  Skin 
fmooth  and  white,  and  fome  parts  of  the  Body  Ver- 
miion,as  red  Coral.  Belides,  Graceiulneis  is  fo  eflen- 
to  Beauty  in  management  of  the  motions  ot  the 
Body,  and  particularly  the  Face  and  Eyes,  Inter¬ 
preters  of  the  Soul,  that  Gracefulnefs  alone  often 
makes  up  the  greateft  part  of  Beauty,  and  engages 
us  to  love.  But  Beauty  is  not  perfect,  except  the 
Soul  has  its  agreements,  and  a  Beautiful  Perfon  is 
Miftrefs  of  her  Paffions, 

Cardinal  Cajetanus ,  and  the  Philofopher  Socrates , 
the  uglieft  Men  in  the  World,  had  fo  embellifhed 
their  Souls  by  the  moderation  of  their  Paffions,  that 
they  made  themlelves  belov’d  of  fuch  as  would  have 
had  an  Averfion  for  them,  had  they  only  view’d 
them  with  the  Eyes  of  the  Body. 

Perfeft  Beauty  of  -Body  and  Soul  is  derived  from 
the  Divinity,  and  is  perlwalive  without  uttering  a 

Wmi^l  ^Iaws  our  ^yes  upon  it,  and  matters  our 
W4l  by  a  ftcret  Tyranny.  Beauty  confifts  in  the 

•'  '  '  ■  ■  >'  i  ;  proportion 
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proportion  of  all  the  parts  of  the  Body,  as  we  have 
laid  in  the  Eleventh  Chapter  of  this  Book  ;  bur  it 
appears  chiefly  in  the  Face  and  Eyes,  where  the  Soul 
reprefents  it  felf,  and  Beauty  has  eftablifh’d  its 
Throne :  Hence  Painters  only  draw  the  Face,  becaufe 
that  alone  is  the  abridgment  of  the  whole  Man,  and 
we  know  the  difference  of  People  by  diftinguifhing 
Features. 

Exceffive  Pleafures,  and  repeated  Satisfaction  and 
Contentment,  rather  tarnilh  and  efface  Beauty  than 
prelerve  it.  A  fine  Flower  withers  and  fuffers  in  its 
Luftre  near  the  Fire  •,  whereas  frefhnefs  of  Water  is. 
only  able  to  preferve  its  Beauty  for  feme  length  of 
time  j  and  a  fine  Woman  dries  up  by  degrees  by  the 
Fire  of  Luft  and  Concupifcence  ;  whereas  Tempe¬ 
rance  keeps  her  a  long  time  in  the  fame  State  and 
Condition. 

Beauty  has  been  in  great  Credit  ever  fince  the  fae- 
gining  of  the  World.  Whatever  Vigour  and  Con- 
ftancy  we  may  pretend  to,  we  waver  and  fubmit  at 
the  approach  of  a  Beautiful  Perfon  ^  nay,  we  are 
forced  to  love  Beauty  in  our  own  Sex  ;  no  wonder 
then  if  we  are  hurried  into  its  Intereft,  when  in  a  Sex 
different  from  our  own. 

Neither  do  I  admire  that  we  are  naturally  bent  to 
love  Beauty,  feeing  that,  according  to  the  Poets, 
the  Gods,  who  never  fought  among  themfeves  for 
any  thing  whatfoever,  had  moft  cruel  Wars  upon  the 
account  of  Beauteous  Hellen.  The  Goddeflfes  alfo 
difa  greed  about  this  matter,  and  would  never  have 
yielded  the  right  they  pretended  to  have,  had  not  Pa¬ 
ris  decided  the  Queftion,  and  pronounced  in  favour 
of  Venus,  as  being  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  agree¬ 
able  of  the  three  amorous  Goddeffes. 

1  do  not  here  pretend  to  fpeak  of  a  deceitful  arid 
difguifed  Beauty.  Art  does  not  agree  with  a  pretty 
Face,  and  Agreements  granted  by  Nature  tarnilh  and 

and  fuffer  by  paint  in  their  moft  beauteous  and  valu¬ 
able  Branches. 
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That  which  appears  with  the  greateft  Luftre  aal 
Splendor  is  not  moft  beautiful  and  beft.  The  Bees, 
that  furnifli  us  with  fuch  an.  agreeable  Liquor,  do 
not  appear  fo  pretty  as  Spanifi  Flies,  which  under 
their  Faux-briUant  conceal  mortal  Poyfon  that  frets 
our  Entrails  when  we  happen  to  ufe  it.  Whence 
Sns  not  a  painted  and  feeming  Beauty  that  reaches 
our  defires,  but  a  fimple  and  natural  one  communi¬ 
cated  from  the  Soul  to  the  Body*  and  irrefiftibly 
charming  when  clofely  view’d. 

Having  examined  the  Nature  and  Effedts  of  Beau¬ 
ty,  we  fhall  now  come  to  Complaifance,  and  af¬ 
terwards  determine  our  lelves  to  love  a  Beautiful  or 
Complailant  Woman. 

Complaifance  is  fo  neceffary  in  the  Commerce  of 
Life,  that  were  it  banilhed,  Conventions  would  be¬ 
come  Difputes  and  Quarrels,  inftead  of  that  fweet- 
nefs  and  delight  Nature  has  prefented  us  withal. 
There  would  be  nothing  but  Flattery  and  Diffimu- 
lation  among  us,  and,  were  it  not  for  the  Art  to 
pleafe,  the  Society  of  Men  would  be  in  a  Confufion. 
Complaifance  is  a  Civil  Charity,  that  praifes.  with¬ 
out  Flattery,  correfts  without  Offence,  cures  with¬ 
out  Hurt,and  takes  away  the  Bitternefs  of  Medicines 
without  deftroying  their  Virtue  :  It  encourages  the 
Timorous,  teaches  the  Ignorant,  helps  out  the  Scru¬ 
pulous,  and  fortifies  the  Weak  Judgment,  and  Dif- 
cretton  never  forfakes  it.  ’Tis  fage  in  Enterprizes, 
ad vi fed  1  in  Words,  prudent  in  Defigns,  frank  in 
Actions,  equal  even  in  Thoughts.  In  fine,  ’tis  a  fe¬ 
ci  et  Virtue  that  charms  all,  great  and  little  Souls.  I 
may  compare  it  with  the  Loadftone  that  attra&s 
Iron,  whatever  refilfance  it  makes,  and  fay,  that 
Complailance  manages  the  moft  lumpifh  Mines  at 
Pleafure.  ’Tis  neither  blind  nor  dumb  (as  fome  fay) 
It  having  Eyes  to  obferve  Vertue  andWice,  and  a 
Tongue  to  find  fault  without  Rigour,  and  praife 
without  Flattery.  ’Tis  a  natural  Sweetnefs  that  a* 
grees  well  with  both  Sexes,  eipecially  with  the  fair 
'  ■  \  ■  one. 
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one.  It  renders  them  Amorous  without  a  Crime, 
Liberal  without  Prodigality,  and  Complaifant  with¬ 
out  Diffimulation.  So  that  none  but  great  Souls  can 
be  complaifant  at  this  rate :  For  which  reafon  I 
fliall  put  it  in  the  Scales  with  Beauty,  in  order  to 
know  which  of  the  two  charms  and  enchants  us 
molt. 

I  (hall  not  at  prefent  fay  any  thing  of  a  bafe  Com¬ 
plaifance.  ’Tis  an  Art  to  deceive  agreeable,  charm¬ 
ing,  and  at  the  fame  time  poifoning  the  whole 
World.  ’Tis  an  agreeable  Murderer,  that  pleafes 
and  kills  us.  ’Tis  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  narrow 
Souls  and  the  Vulgar :  Inftance  Ahab^  mentioned 
in  Scripture,  who  loved  none  but  flattering  and 
Complaifant  Prophets,  and  was  at  the  long-run 
deceived  by  them.  Experience  fhews  us,  that  theie 
falfe  Complaifants  flatter  to  deftroy  us,  and  re- 
lemble  thofe  that  tickle  the  Hogs  on  their  Back, 
to  fling  them  down  the  eafier  and  kill  them.  This 
deceitful  Complaifance  wages  War  with  Vertue, 
flanders  with  flanderers,  and  palliates  Vice  with  the 
Impious  and  Debauched.  It  calls  Rafhnefs  Cou¬ 
rage,  Avarice  Oeconomy,  Impudence  good  Humour, 
Eloquence  Babling,  Mode  fly  Stupidity,  and  Frank- 
neis  Innocence.  Sardanapalus  was  prompted  by  this 
bale  Complaifance  to  put  on  Womans  Cloaths,  to 
converle  with  them,  and  Hercules  to  quit  his  Club 
to  handle  the  Diftaff  upon  the  perfwafion  of  Om- 
pbale.  And  this  Weaknefs  was  doubtlefs  the  Caufe 
of  an  EdiQ:  made  by  Helicgabalus  againft  bafe  Pa- 
rafites,  ordering  them  to  be  faftned  to  a  Wheel 
with  one  fpoke  in  the  Water,  and  thus  to  turn  * 
thereby  to  fhew  the  Inconftancy  and  Effeminacy 
of  their  paft  Life. 

Had  Agrippina  met  with  fuch  Treatment  upon 
the  fcore  of  her  infamous  Complaifance  for  Bajfa- 
fhe  had  fufFered  a  Punifhment  proportiona¬ 
ble  to  her  Crime.  The  Water  might  perhaps  have 
extinguifhed  her  Luff,  which  was  otherway s  aflwa- 
• ,  ,  ,  .  •:  .  -  ged 
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ged  in  the  Careffes  of  her  own  Son,  Such  fmutty 
Complaifance  is  very  well  compared  to  weak  Reeds, 
that  bend  to  every  Wind,  and  grow  in  the  Mire* 
for  it  nurfes  Vices,  as  Concupifcence  is  the  Mother 
of  Malice,  whence  they  fpring.  Wife  Men  fcorn 
its  Legerdemain  Tricks,  and  difdain  its  Craft,  Un- 
evennefs,  and  Treachery.  This  fatal  Complaifance 
tempted  our  firft  Mother  to  Sin,  and  led  Adam  into 
fuch  Diforders  as  have  extended  their  difmal  Ef- 
fe£ts  to  this  very  Day. 

1  fliall  pals  by  this  foolifh  Complaifance  at  pre¬ 
lent,  and  that  rough  and  fading  Beauty  commonly 
met  with  among  Women  that  are  not  well  edu¬ 
cated,  who  want  both  Gracefulnels  and  beautiful 
Qualities  of  the  Soul,  which  are  the  very  Eflence  of 
the  Beauty  we  fpeak  of 

The  Bufinefs  being  thus  ftated  ;  I  luppole  5tis  eafie 
to  determine  the  Queftion  propofed,  ( viz.)  whether 
the  beautiful  Woman  charms  us  more  than  the  com- 
plaifant :  Experience  (hews,  that  the  Beauty  of  Wo¬ 
men  excites  us  to  love  them,  but  when  this  Beauty 
is  accomplilhed  by  that  mixture  of  Gracefulnels, 
and  good  Qualities  of  the  Soul  mentioned  above, 
no  Charms  or  Enchantments  work  upon  us  with 
greater  violence.  A  good  fize,  moderate  plight  of 
Body,  fine  Face,  with  other  parts  of  the  Body  well 
proportioned,  force  our  Will,  and  when  a  pleafing 
Jenefcaiquoinefs  accompanies  their  Aftions  and  Car¬ 
riage,  and  is  an  Ingredient  in  Beauty,  when  they 
have  a  full  fway  over  their  Paffions,  are  vertuous, 
prudent,  difcreet,  conftant,  faithful,  and  complai- 
iant •,  in  one  Word,  if  they  be  wile,  we  are  not  only 
obliged  to  love  in  Reafon,  but  by  that  fecret  Bent  im¬ 
planted  by  Nature.  I  own  there  are  not  more  violent 
Filcres  or  ftronger  Enchantments  than  this  perfed 
Beauty.  .  Inftance  the  pretty  Thejfalian  Lais  who  paft 
ror  a  Witch  in  the  Province  where  Ihe  lived,  but  was 
not  counted  fo  by  Olympias ,  tho5  Ihe  had  bewitched 
her  Husband  King  Philip  :  The  Queen  knowing  ve¬ 
ry 
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iy  well  that  her  Beauty,  Comelinels,  SweetneJs  and 
Complaifance  were  the  only  Filters  (he  employed  to 
charm  Men,  and  by  thole  means,  had  alio  enchant¬ 
ed  her  Husband.  Tho’  fuch  Women  have  but  in¬ 
different  Qualities,  they  eafily  gain  and  force  us  to 
love  them.  Managing  our  Inclinations,  they  make 
us  lean  to  what  lide  they  pleaie,  take  poileffion  of 
our  Hearts  by  a  fecret,  tho’  lovely.  Tyranny,  and 
ieduce  our  Reafon,  maugre  what  rdiliai.ee  and  op- 
polition  we  can  make.  ’Tis  a  preternatural  iorce  we 
are,,  not  able  to  withftand;  we  are  even  vanqufhed 
in  our  flight,  aud  captivated  in  our  abfence.  My 
God  i  what  force  is  it  that  carries  us  away  with  lb 
much  Violence,  and  puts  our  amorous  Parts  in  Mo¬ 
tion,  without  our  being  able  to  prevent  it  >  I  fay, 
that  tho’  our  lecret  Parts  are  impotent,  they  do  o- 
bey  Beauty,  which  fmiting  the  Fancy,  lets  the  Heart 
on  Fire,  enflames  the  Privy-Parts,  and  by  the  Plen¬ 
ty  of  Spirits  Pent  thither,  qualifies  them  for  Genera¬ 
tion.  Lucilia  wanted  thofe  Charms,  otherways  fhe 
would  have  had  no  occalion  to  give  her  Husband 
Lucretius  a  Draught  to  make  him  love  her-,  but 
inltead  of  procuring  his  Love,  he  ran  imd  after 
drinking  it,  and  murder’d  himfelf  with  his  own 
Hands.  C&fonia ,  Wife  of  the  Emperor  Caligula , 
wanted  this  enchanting  Bfeauty,  Ihe  alfo  giving  her 
Husband  a  Potion,  which  inftead  of  exciting  him  to 
love,  rendred  Sim  furious  and  raving.  All  Love- 
Draughts  are  Enemies  to  our  Ccnftitutiorl,  and  quite 
oppolite  to  the  Principles  of  Life,  as  we  have  elle- 
where  obferved  $  whereas  the  Remedies  we  mentio¬ 
ned  are  natural,  and  no  ways  prejudicial  to  the 
principal  Parts  we  are  compoled  of. 

Complailance  does  not  work  upon  us  as  a  perfeft 
Beauty .-  Its  Charms  are  flower,  and  do  not  hurry 
us  away  with  lo  much  Swiftnels  and  Precipitation. 
Tho’  ’tis  accompanied  with  a  tolerable  Beauty  of 
Body,  and  a  Jenefcaiqtioinefs  inieparable  from  the 
Womens  Carriage,  and  makes  them  aft  after  a  plea- 
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fing  manner  5  yet  its  Force  is  not  To  violent  as  that 
which  proceeds  from  Beauty,  There  is  fome  time 
required  to  love  a  complaifant  Women  •,  her  Actions 
mu  ft  be  obferved,  her  Carriage  regarded,  her  Hu¬ 
mour  confidered  *  and^  if  it  has  any  Affinity  with 
our  own  we  are  eafily  brought  to  love  what  re- 
fembles  us,  and  admire  in  her  what  is  in  our  felves. 
5Tis  otheiways  with  the  Beauty  defcribed  above, 
which  feizes  our  Reafon  prefently,  makes  our  Will 
comply,  and  attrafts  us  with  violence.  Our  Blood 
is  prelently  moved  at  it,  out  Spirits  agitated,  and 
our  fecret  Parts,  tho’  old  and  feeble,  are  animated 
to  that  degree,  that  they  are  able  to  execute  the  Or¬ 
ders  prefcribed  by  Nature.'  f 

But  as  the  beautiful  and  complaifant  have  each 
particular  Qualities  and  Charms,  the  firft  dazling  us 
at  the  firft  view,  and  the  other  enchanting  us  after 
fome  Conversion,  Opinions  are  divided  about  the 
choice  one  ought  to  make.  Thole  that  only  choofe 
by  the  Eyes  of  the  Body  will  affuredly  be  for  the 
beautiful  one,  but  thofe  that  are  guided  by  the  Eyes 
of  the  Soul,  will  prefer  the  complaifant  one  to  the 
beautiful  -,  for  Beauty  being  a  tranfitory  Quality, 
cannot  always  pleafe*  whereas  Complaifance  being 
permanent,  and  augmenting  daily  as  it  grows  old¬ 
er,  wife  and  fedate  Perfons  efteem  the  complai¬ 
fant  more  than  the  beautiful,  provided  fhe  has  fome 
fort  of  Beauty.  But  if  the  beautiful  is  accompanied 
with  Complailance,  as  we  have  portraited  her,  no 
doubt  but  fhe  is  preferable  to  one  that  is  complai¬ 
fant,  and  fiands  in  need  of  what  is  commonly  in- 
leparably  from  Beauty. 
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CHAP.  I. 

X he  Inconveniences  caufed  by  the  Pie  after  es  of 

Matrimony. 

^  |  §  believed,  that  the  greateft  Misfortunes 

a  that  happen  to  Men,  proceed  mod  -com* 

H  monly  from  Excels  in  Love  or  Wine : 

-JkL  And  to  fpeak  here  of  the  firft  only,  we 
friutt  own  that  it  has  fuch  Charms  as  the  wifeft  are 
hardly  able  to  withftand. 

TbisPaffion  keeps  no  Mea  hires,  and  when  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  keep  any,  it  lofes  the  Appellation  of  Love. 
Nothing  relifts  its  Violence,  every  Thing  obeys  it 
within  and  without  us,  it  having  as  many  Slaves  as 
there  are  Men.  Tis  not  enough  to  lye  one  Night 
or  Two  with  a  Woman,  and  enjoy  the  Pleafures,  it 
goes  to  Months  and  Years  $  as  if  this  Paffion  was  to 
be  noways  aflwaged  but  by  itfelf.  The  fame  Thing 
over  again,  never  dilplealed  ■,  the  niceft  are  never  dit 
gutted  in  thele  Adventures 5  arid  if  fuch  a  Thing 
happens.  Love  has  Art  enough  to  cure  thefe  fmall 
Difcontents. 

Epicure,  who  was  counted  a  great  Voluptuary,' 
would  never  catefs  Woliieri,  of  approve  of  the  Plea- 

0  fures 
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fures  of  Love  •,  maintaining,  rhat  Womens  Embraces 
are  the  chief  Enemies  to  our  Health  *  that  in  carefling 
all  our  Principal  Parts  fuffer,  and  the  Soul  itfelf  (hares 
in  the  difmal  Confequences.  Indeed,  this  Paffion 
debauches  our  Mind,  (inks  our  Courage,  and  hinders 
the  Elevation  of  our  Soul :  Indance  Solomon,  whom 
Antiquity  has  furnamed  the  Wife,  who  was  in  a  man¬ 
ner  infatuated  by  the  great  Variety  of  Women  he 
made  ufe  of:  W-itnefs  befides,  the  Sardians,  who 
lofing  their  Strength  with  Servant-maids  of  the  Smyr- 
mans,  werefliamefully  beaten  and  vanquished  by  their 

Enemies.  - 

If  we  would  take  Time  to  confider  the  Sufferings 
of  both  Sexes  when  they  love  defperately,  we  might 
foon  perceive  how  dangerous  ’tis  to  (wallow  the  Baits 
ofexceffive  Love. 

When  a  Man  gives  himfelf  up  to  Lull,  he  lofes  his 
Plumpnefs  and  good  Air,  his  Head  grows  bald,  his 
Eyes  tarn  idled  and  livid,  and  that  Fire  which  for¬ 
merly  was  perceived,  is  then  vanifhed  ;  he  can  hard¬ 
ly  fee  what  is  near,  bat  mud  have  recourfe  to  the 
Induftry  of  Men  to  fortifie  his  Sight •,  yet  he  is  of 
fuch  a  Humour,  as  rather  to  lofe  it  than  tobeftinted 
in  his  Pleafures,  as  was  formerly  Tbeatyme,  according 
to  St: Jerome. 

The  Pleafures  of  Love  fafcinate  and  blind  us, 
which  made  the  Poets  feign  it  without  Eyes  j  for  in 
the  Diverfions  it  procures  us,  the  Spirits  are  fo  diffi- 
pated,  that ’tis  impoflible  there  (hould  remain  enough 
to  fupply  other  Parts. 

The  Brain,  which  is  the  principal  Organ  of  all 
Faculties  of  the  Soul,  cools  and  dries  by  the  lofsof 
Humours  we  iuffain  in  Carcffes  of  Women  ^  befides, 
5tis  weakned ,  waded  and  confumed,  infomuch  that 
this  Part  has  been  diminilhed  to  that  Degree  in  fome 
lafcivious  Men,  according  to  Galen ,  that  it  has  not 
been  bigger  that  one’s  Fift.  What  Probability  is  there 
then,  that  Brains  io  difpofed  (hould  contribute  to  the 
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Health  of  the  Body,  and  furnilh  Matter  for  produ: 
cing  of  all  the  Fun&ions  of  the  Soul  ? 

In  fine,  the  Eyes  grow  fad  and  hollow  through  the 
Scarcity  of  the  Spirits,  the  Cheeks  thin,  the  Fore- 
head  withered  and  callous,  the  Heating  becomes 
hard,  the  Breath  flunking.  In  fhort,  we  are  but  too 
lenfible  of  the  Effefts  of  an  inordinate  Love. 

If  the  Head  ianguifhes,  the  Brealf  luffers  no  lefs  ; 
and  as  the  radical  Moifture  and  natural  Heat  chiefly 
refide  in  this  Part,  fo  it  puts  us  fo  much  the  fooner 
.  ia  mind  of  the  Diforders  caufed  by  an  indifcreet  Pal- 
lion.  Men  grow  Pbcifical  and  dried  up  by  too  fre¬ 
quent  Carefles  ;  and  lome  Women  if  they  give  luck 
after  having  had  many  Children,  are  fubjeff  to  the 
fame  Diftempers*  The  Moiflure  of  the  Heart  being 
confirmed  by  a  Foreign  Fire,  and  a  Hetrick  Feaver 
lurking  under  this  fame  Hear,  (hews  the  Caufe  it 
proceeds  from.  There  is  a  Difficulty  in  Breathing, 
and  troublefome  Drought*  they  are  relfiefs,  perpetu¬ 
ally  coughing  without  fpiuing  any  Thing  up  5  and 
when  they  fpit  ’tis  like  Blood.  As  fick  as  they  are, 
they  are  void  of  Pain,  and  make  but  Plight  Com¬ 
plaints.  Oh !  How  deceiving  is  any  Ill  caufed  by 
Love,  even  at  fuch  times  as  it  is  moft  formidable  and 
dreadful. 

But  it  leaves  the  faddeft  Imprdlions  in  the  Geni¬ 
tals;  the  Neighbouring  Parts  being  more  lenfible 
thereof  than  the  other,  and  Puffer  for  having  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  Excels  of  our  Plea  lures.  The  Inconve- 
niencies  of  our  Secret-parts  being  too  many  in  Num¬ 
ber,  do  not  give  me  leave  to  name  them  feverally  in 
this  Place.  It  fuffices  we  have  fpoken  of  them  elfe- 
where,  lo  we  fhall  only  add,  that  Pain  and  Repen-x 
tance  are  infeparable  Companions  of  often  repeated 
Caraffes^  and  we  learn  by  loving  too  much  not  to 
love  at  ail:  Whence  the  Tomb  of  Venus ,  if  we  be¬ 
lieve  fome  certain  People,  is  even  to  this  Day  covet’d 
frith  cold  Herbs  that  refill  the  Fruitfuinefs  of  Men, 
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I  Pc  was  only  fome  tranfitory  Pain,  or  flight  Re¬ 
pentance,  that  were  the  only  Effe&s  of  irregular  Kif- 
iing,  one  might  dtfpiie  its  Afliults^  but  befides  Ste¬ 
rility,  the  drying  up  of  the  Kidneys,  Loolenefs,  and. 
Dubetis,  one  is  often  affli&ed  with  that  infamous; 
Diftemper  that  is  hardly  vanquifhed  either  by  Sweat: 
or  Salivation.  It  fo  radicating  in  the  Marrow  of  the 
Banes  of  Famous  Debauchees,  that  Love  ought  to  be 
a  God,  and  work  Miracles  to  pluck  it  out  by  the 
Roots. 

The  Fun&ion  of  the  Stomach  is  fufpended,  and 
Heat  diffipated,  by  the  Lofs  of  Spirits  and  Excels  of 
Senfuality,  producing  nothing  but  Crudities  inflead 
of  Chyle.  Hence  are  derived  fo  many  Catarrhs, 
Defluxions,  Gout,  and  No&urnal  Pains,  which  at¬ 
tend  fuch  as,  during  all  their  Life-time,  have  been 
Devotees  of  Venus.  Weaknefs  isoblerved  in  all  their 
Joints ;  and  inflead  of  a  fweet  and  gluing  Humour, 
which  for  the  mod  part  facilitates  the  Motion  of  all 
cur  Parts,  there  is  nothing  but  a  chalky  Subftance 
found,  a  true  Emblem  ol  the  Impoftures  of  Love. 

Indeed  thole  Exceflesare  great  Enemies  to  our  Reft, 
and  alter  our  Health  by  Qualities  contrary  to  Nature. 

The  greater  the  Plealure  is,  the  more  pernicious 
is  the  Excels  thereof,  fo  that  there  mull  be  a  Medium 
ufed  to  avoid  all  Diflatisla£lion.  Senfuality  is  Poy- 
fon,  and  mtift  be  corrected  to  take  off  its  deftruflive 
Quality.  It’s  as  Antimony  or  Quick-lilver,  which 
muff  be  prepared  before  it  can  do  us  any  Good. 

Excdiive  Eating  ftifles  the  Heat  of  the  Stomach, 
violent  Exercile  impairs  our  Strength,  and  the  molt 

innocent  Pleafures  of  Love  become  Torments  when 
immoderate. 

Whilft  Men  lived  upon  Acorns,  and  drunk  nothing 
but  Water,  he  was  not  troubled  with  fuperfluous  Hu¬ 
mours,  but  utterly  ignorant  of  Feavers  and  Fluxions. 
Abftinency  was  the  Remedy  of  luch  Diftempers  as 
might  fometimes  affliFf  him-  But  fince  he  has  crol- 
ied  the  Seas  to  go  to  the  Indies ,  and  traverfed  a  great 

many 
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many  Kingdoms  to  find  out  China  ;  fince  he  has  not 
been  fatisfied  with  the  common  Food  that  Nature  out 
of  Motherly  Care  fumifhes,  but  has  garniihed  his 
Table  with  Truls,  Mufhrooms,  Oyfters,  and  other 
Things,  that  rather  ferve  to  irritate  the  Appetite, 
than  to  maintain  Life  ;  fince  he  has  taken  upon  him 
to  fluff  his  Stomach  with  Pyes,  Tarts,  Ragoufts,  and 
Sweetmeats;  fince  he  has  not  been  iontented  with 
natural  Wine,  but  mixed  an  infinite  deal  of  Drugs  to 
render  it  either  finer  or  more  delicious;  fince  Ice  has 
taken  the  upper-hand  of  cool  Cellars ;  in  fine,  fince 
his  growing  Voluptuous,  he  is  fuhjeft  to  Stone,  Cho- 
lick,  Pain  in  the  Stomach,  and  other  Diftempers  that 
happen  unto  him  every  Day. 

Whilft  Man  only  follow’d  the  Motions  of  Nature ; 
whilft  he  never  carefifed  his  Wife,  but  after  having 
been  feveral  times  excited  thereunto  by  the  Stings  of 
Concupifcence,  and  whilft  his  Reafon  mattered  his 
Paflion,  he  was  ftrong  and  robuft,  and  nev'er  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  thofe  fatal  Confequences  of  fecret  and  criminal 
Diftempers.  But  fince  he  has  taken  Pride  in  having 
many  Wives,  paffed  the  Boundaries  of  Nature,  raifed 
his  Luft  by  Medicines  that  provoke  the  fenfual  Ap¬ 
petite  :  In  one  W  ord,  fince  his  being  Luxurious,  he  is 
affli&ed  with  Weaknefs  of  the  Nerves,  Gout,  Stu¬ 
pidity,  and  abundance  of  other  Evils  that  overwhelm 
him. 

But  there  would  be  fome  Comfort  in  the  Evils  the 
Body  endures  after  frequent  Embraces,  if  the  Facul¬ 
ties  of  the  Soul,  and  its  moft  necefiary  Fun&ions,  did 
not  fuffer.  But  the  Languilhings  of  the  Soul  are  far 
more  confiderable  than  thofe  of  the  Body.  When 
the  Soul  is  lick,  the  Oeconomy  of  the  Body  is  almoft 
deft  toyed,  the  Memory  loft,  the  Fancy  ftrays  and  di- 
minilhes.  We  want  Prudence  and  Conduct  in  the 
moft  craving  Occafions  of  Life  v  and  if  fome  fmall 
Portion  of  Underftanding  is  left,  ’tis  only  to  diftin- 
guifh  that  we  lofe  it  bv  degrees.  That  is  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  Reafons  that  induced  the  Latin  Church 

,  Os  not 
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not  to  fuffer  Priefts  to  Marry ;  and  St.  Pan/,  who  eve¬ 
ry  where  prefers  Continence  to  Matrimony,  knew  very 
well  the  Mi  (chiefs  Love  caules,  being  never  mode¬ 
rate  in  its  Aftion  or  Confequences.  For  what  PaJTi- 
ons  are  not  In  its  Train >  ‘And  not  to  fpeak  of  J«- 
loufie  which  is  a  common  Confequence  thereof,  what' 
Sufferances  does  it  not  inflift  upon  thofe  that  aban¬ 
don  themfelves  to  it,  even  to  that  Degree  that  fcmeu 
have  died  thereof,  as  Lepidus  ?  Health,  Virtue,  Me¬ 
rit  and  Reputation,  are  made  ufe  of  as  a  Pretext  for  its. 
£(labli(hment  5  and  when  it  is  in  Poffefiion  of  the 
Heart,  it  changes  Love  into  Rage,  Refpe£i  into  Ab- 
borrency,  and  Tranquility  into  Miftruft.  Then  a  Man 
renders  the  Remedy  worfe  than  the  Difeafe,  and  in- 
ftead  of  curing  himlelf  by  Silence,  as  did  formerly 
Pompey  and  C<efar,  the  Two  moft  Famous  Cuckolds 
of  their  Age,  he  difcovers  and  proclaims  to  Poftericy 
fcis  Domeftick  Misfortunes. 

I  may  therefore  fay  without  Exaggeration,  that  in¬ 
ordinate  Love  is  the  moft  pernicious  Plague  that  can 
ever  afflift  Men.  It  flings  us  into  Evils  that  are  ab» 
folutely  incurable,  and  Feeblenefs,  the  immediate 
Confequence  thereof,  makes  the  Cure  difficult.  It 
brings  old  Age  upon  Wings,  and  throws  usinfenfibly 
into  all  Infirmities.  For  in  bringing  upon  us  excef- 
five  Cold  and  Drinefs,  Qualities  oppofite  to  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Life,  it  haftens  our  End,  which  we  did  not 
expeft  to  be  fo  near  at  Hand. 

Nay,  iome  have  loft  their  Lives  in  a  Moment. 
Twas  Pindar's  Deftiny  to  nourilh  himfelf  by  the  Ex¬ 
cels  of  Love,  which  is  a  great  Subject  of  his  Elogium. 
And  Tertui/ian  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  the  Phi- 
lofopher  Speucippus  had  not  Time  to  Mourn  and  Re¬ 
pent  before  his  Death,  as  is  ufual  after  having  been 
diverted  with  a  Woman.  And-  in  our  Days  the 

Cardinal  of  San  da  Cecilia  died  for  loving  too 

ranch . 

Thus  Extreams  hurt  us :  Too  tnuch  Noife  deafens 
as,  too  much  Light  blinds  us,  too  much  Diftanee  or. 

:  •  /  Proximity 
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Proximity  prevents  our  feeing,  too  much  Pleafure 
clogs  us.  .Excels  doth  us  Harm,  we  do  not  fed  but 
fuffer. 

This  made  John  Durat,  who  married  a  young 
Woman  of  Twenty- two,  fay,  very  agreeably,  That 
he'd  rather  die  by  a  clean  and  mlTpolifh'd  Sword ,  than 
by  a  piece  of  rufly  Iron. 

This  Evening  Ve nus  is  the  Forerunner  ofNight,and 
the  Misfortunes  of  our  Life,  It  the  can  brag  of  ha¬ 
ving  brought  us  into  the  World,  we  may  juftly  com¬ 
plain  that  (he  has  a  Hand  in  (ending  us  out  of  it: 
So  that  lome  People  have  built  her  Temples,  and 
worfhipped  her  under  the  Title  of  thofe  Two  Pro¬ 
perties. 

Love  requires  none  but  flout  and  robuft  Men  for 
its  A£fions.  Such  as  are  naturally  infirm,  and  fuch 
as  are  recovering  of  a  Diftemper,  are  not  in  a  Capa¬ 
city  of  obeying  its  Orders.  They  Hand  in  great  Need 
of  natural  Heat,  without  going  to  difiipate  it  with 
Women,  as  did  one  formerly  mention’d  by  Galent 
who,  not  being  perfectly  cured  of  a  violent  Diftem¬ 
per,  died  the  fame  Night  he  took  fome  Turns  with 
his  Wife.  And  Alexander  Benoit  oblerves,  that  the 
Senator  Vhurio  being  decrepit,  was  no  fooner  tran- 
fported  by  the  Pleafures  of  Love  but  he  gave  up  the 
Ghoff. 

There  is  no  Creature  that  is  more  exhaufled  in 
amorous  Pleafures  than  Man :  One  Evacuation  alone 
will  caufe  as  much  Weaknefs,  if  we  believe  Avicenna 
and  Experience  itfelf,  as  Forty  times  the  Quantity  of 
Blood  drawn  from  him.  And  without  doubt  for 
fome  fuch  Reafon  Democritus  blamed  all  Divertife- 
ments  taken  with  Women,  being  defircus  to  preferve 
his  natural  Strength  ;  that  he  never  feemed  to  be 
of  a  Humour  to  iofe  it  in  their  Carefles.  The 
Wrefllers  alfo  did  not  Marry,  in  order  to  grow 
Stronger  and  more  Valiant  in  the  Olympick 
Games,  t 
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Indeed  Abftinence  from  Women  in  fome  Meafute 

is  one  of  the  Three  Things  that  contribute  moft  tc 

the  Strength  and  Happinefs  of  our  Lives ;  for  if  we 
go  from  Table  with  a  good  Stomach,  if  we  do  nott 
ibun  Work  and  fquander  our  Seed,  I  am  perfuaded! 
that  our  Health  will  be  perfeft,  and  exempted  fromt 
thofe  Evils  that,  for  the  moft  part,  incommode 

3L 

Yet  the  Embraces  of  a  Woman  are  neither  Crimi¬ 
nal,  nor  Dangerous,  nor  the  A£lion  immodeft.  Ex- 
cefs  only,  which  we  are  often  guilty  of,  is  forbidden,, 
it  being  able  to  produce  all  the  Inconveniences  above 

recited. 
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CHAP.  II, 

Of  the  Advantages  procured  by  the  V leaf  tires  of 

Matrimony . 

IF  Moderation  is  of  life  in  any  Thing,  it  ought, 
without  doubt,  to  be  fo  in  the  Embraces  of  Wo¬ 
men.  This  Virtue  being  neceflary  for  the  Prefervation 
of  our  Health,  or  Recovery  of  it  when  loft :  So  that 
if  we  ftray  never  fo  little  from  'its  Maxims,  we 
fhall  Infallibly  plunge  ourfelves  into  the  Incon¬ 
veniences  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Chap, 
ter. 

Were  there  no  Excefs  in  the  Paffion  of  Love,  and 
no  Body  hurt  by  it,  there  would  not  be  occafion  for 
any  Remedy :  But  ’tis  juft,  as  alfo  ufeful,  to  difcover 
our  Weaknefs  and  Corruption,  to  find  a  Remedy  ; 
and  ’tis  equally  unjuft  not  to  make  ufe  of  it,  after  ha¬ 
ving  found  it.  For  this  Reafon  may  be ’tis,  according 
to  the  Teftimony  of  Leonardos  Coqueusy  that  the 
Church  permits  now-a-days,  as  alfo  in  Sc.  Auftin's 

.  Time, 
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Time,  Courtizapas,  from  whom  our  Diftempers  and 
the  Remedy  proceeded. 

Although  Love  is  the  ftrongeft  of  Paflions,  and 
there  is  no  body  but  what  lives  under  its  Empire, 
and  isfubjeft  to  its  Laws,  yet  I  am  perfwaded  that 
we  may  in  fome  Meafure  refill  its  Violence,  and 
avoid  the  precife  Execution  of  its  Orders.  Zeno  may 
lerve  for  a  proof  of  what  1  fay,  who  never  killed  a 
Woman  but  once  during  all  his  Life,  and  was  over 
and  above  in  Civility  then  obliged  to  do  it. 

Indeed  our  Health  would  be  more  perfefl  if  we 
ufed  the  Pleafures  of  Love  with  Prudence.  There 
ought  to  be  a  certain  Gravity  in  the  heat  of  our  Plea¬ 
fures  in  order  to  become  Fathers,  which  is  not  when 
we  only  aim  at  Satisfaction. 

Impatience  and  Grief  that  difturb  our  Quiet  would 
not  be  fo  frequent.  We  might  live  without  Di (quiet, 
and  Pain  would  not  fo  often  take  Place  of  Tranquility. 
We  might  divert  ourfelves  without  fmarting  for  it, 
whatever  our  Conftitution  might  be.  We  (hould 
neither  languilh  nor  tire  after  having  carcffed  a  Wo¬ 
man,  and  our  Health  would  be  better  confirmed,  ha- 

Sdifcharged  what  was  fuperfluous  in  us.  The 
.  ral  Heat  being  never  rrore  firm  than  when  no 
Impurities  embarrafs  itsA&ions,  and  difturb  its  Ef- 
fe£fs.  The  fame  Thing  may  be  profitable  and  preju- 
ditious,  according  to  the  life  that  is  made  hereof 
Abftinence  ofren  cured  the  Infirmities  of  *,  barlemagne , 
and  this  was  almcft  r  he  only  Remedy  ag  inlt  all  his 
Diftempers  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  the  lame  A bft i- 
nence  at  laft  put  him  in  his  Grave.  The  Cold  Bath 
that  comforted  Augustus,  killed  Marcellus  a  little 
while  after.  And  Love,  that  cauies  fo  many  DiT 
orders  when  we  abule  it,  procures  a  great  deal  of 
Comfort  when  Rea  Ion  and  Necetfuy  governs  our  Pro-; 
ceedings. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  World  more  refreshing  to 
thofe  that  are  Bilious  than  the  Carefles  of  Wc  men ; 
and  what  Heat  they  find  in  the  A&ion  is  but  Tranfi- 

tory. 
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tory,  and  feldom  out-lives  the  Diverfion.  All  Co! 
ftitutions  find  Benefit  by  it,  this  Aflion  wanning  tli 
Phlegmatick  gently,  and  exciting  the  Sanguine.  Th 
Melancholy  become  Gay,  and  by  this  Means  driv 
away  their  Sadnefs  and  Timidity,  their  beft  Appt 
tite  and  Debauched  Stomach  is  reftored.  This  gav 
the  Name  'of  Anticyra  to  the  Court  izana  Hoea ,  becauf 
Ihe  diftributed  an  alTured  Remedy  againlt  the  Blac 
Humour.  Indeed,  the  Pleafures  we  take  with  Wc 
ment  cure  our  Melancholy  looner,  and  have  bend 
Effeff  than  all  the  Hellebores  of  Ph/ficians’.  Thj 
very  Thought  of  Love  enlivening  and  ftrengthenin 
ns,  by  augmenting  our  Heat,  and  difpeifing  the  blac 
and  thick  Splenetick  Humour,. 

The  Man  that  Galen  1 peaks  of,  who  was  f 
touched  with  the  Death  of  his  Wife,  that  he  refolv 
ed  never  to  have  another,  finding  himfelf  trouble* 
with  Indifpofitions  of  the  Stomach,  and  a  Sadnefs 
without  any  Caufe  or  Reafon  he  could  think  on,  wa 
at  laft  obliged  to  break  his  Vow,  and  join  amoroufl” 
with  another,  in  vshofe  Arms  he  quickly  recovers  hi 
Health.  Although  Conjugal  Copulation  is  termet 
by  feme  a  flight  Epilepfy ,  yet  it  Cures  this  grea 
Diftemper  5  and  feveral  others  that  ceafe  upon  the 
fitft  Pleafures  we  take  with  Women,  and  upon  th« 

firlf  Evacuation  of  Blood  that  Women  fufter  in  thei 
Privy-parts.  r-.  > 

The  fiercePr  Animals  are  tamed  at  the  Approacfi 
of  one  or  their  Females.  The  Tiger  is  no  longer  2 
iiger  when  with  its  Mates.  Let  a  Man  be  never  fc 
Talnonate,  he  becomes  TraQable  and  Modeft  near  s 
Woman  5  and  lome  furious  Maidens  and  Widows 
appealed  but  by  the  Embraces  of  a  Man. 

All  great  Humidities  of  the  Brain,  and  fatal  De- 
nuttions,  that  often  caufe  incurable  Diftempers  in  tbs 

nroat  and  Thorax,  are  for  the  moft  Part  only  pre 
vented  by  the  moderate  Pleafures  taken  with  Women 

2  .lnLiU^n^  ®  Heavinefs  of  the  Body,  and  unac 
ountable  Weatinefs  we  are  fuhje£t  to,  when  leading 
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an  Idle  Life,  and  making  good  Cbear,  are  only  cured 
by  this  Medicine.  The  Wrelflers  found  out  this  Ex¬ 
pedient  formerly  to  refrelh  themielves,  and  were 
more  Brisk  and  Stronger  after  having  diverted  them- 
felves  with  Women. 

This  Amorous  Exercife  obliterates  all  troublefome 
Dreams ;  we  fleep  with  T ranquility  after  it.  And  as 
an  inordinate  Love  caufesBlindnefs,  by  diffipating  our 
Spirits,  fo  Moderation  renders  our  Eyes  clearer,  in 
voiding  the  Humidities  that  difturb  our  Sight. 

The  Voice,  as  wavering,  and  broken,  as  it  feemed 
before,  becomes  ftronger  and  firmer  ^  the  Heat  of  the 
Heart  increafes  without  being  troublefome,  and  the 
Strength  of  our  Entrails  fhews  itfclfby  the  Vigour  of 
their  A&ions,  The  Stomach  generates  no  more 
Winds  or  Crudities,  no  further  Murmuring  is  heard 
in  the  Inteftines  5  and  the  Kidneys,  that  were  rendred 
heavy  by  the  Weight  of  the  Seed,  are  comforted  by 
the  Difcharge  of  this  Matter. 

In  fine,  his  a  Sovereign  Remedy  againft  the  Green- 
ficknefs;  and  a  Young  Woman,  who  formerly  fright* 
ed  People  by  her  Yellow  Looks,  will  foon  be  reftored 
to  the  White  and  Red  Complexion,  which  is  a  fure 
Sign  of  perfefl  Health.  After  the  firft  Amorous  Com¬ 
bats,  file’ll  perceive  her  Blood  come  from  herfelf,  as 
a  Proof  of  the  Victory  of  Love,  Peace  and  Plenty, 
which  will  foon  follow  $  for  after  a  good  Complexi¬ 
on  Fruitfulnefs  will  heap  Joy  upon  this  Perfon,  who 
almoft  defpaired  both  of  the  one  and  the  other. 

A  Young  Widow  that  has  been  troubled  with  Suffo¬ 
cations,  to  a  Degree  of  being  threatned  with  a  fud- 
den  Diffoludon,  is  no  more  fubjeft  to  thefe  Inconve¬ 
niences  after  being  Married  again.  In  fine,  the  Morn- 
ing -Penus  Prefages  nothing  but  the  Beauty  of  the 
Day,  and  the  Pieafures  of  Life:  5Tis  that,  which 
being  well  regulated,  makes  us  become  Fathers  of  fe. 
veral  Children,  and  reflores  our  Plight,  which  we  be¬ 
fore  loft  by  loving  too  much. 
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A  Young  Man  that  is  turned  Pale,  whole  Eyes  are 
funk  and  hollow.  Lips  wan,  Voice  unfteady,  and  in¬ 
terrupted  with  Sighs,  who  neither  eats  nor  drinks, 
and  is  ready  to  expire  through  the  Excefs  of  his  Palfi- 
©n,  has  no  fooner  obtain’d  Pofleffion  of  his  beloved 
Obje£t  but  he  recovers  his  Forces  by  degrees,  his  i 
former  good  Cafe  returns,  his  Health  is  for  the  future 
more  firm  and  liable.  Never  could  Antiochus  have 
recover’d  his  if  Seleucus  had  not  permitted  him  to 
enjoy  Stratonice  nor  would  Juft  a ,  Wife  of  the  Con- 
ful  Boetius ,  have  recovered  her  Languifhing,  if  Py- 
lades,  the  Comedian,  had  not  had  Pity  and  Com- 
pa  (lion  of  her. 

I  would  not  imitate  the  Phyfician  Apolloniies , 
that  miftook  the  Diftemper  of  Amitis ,  Wife  to  Me- 
gibizis ,  and  Daughter  of  Xerxes ,  lb  grofly  •,  for  the 
Do£for  counting  her  He£lick  Fever  might  be  one  of 
thole  Diftempers  that  are  curable  by  Love,  adviled 
her  to  the  Embraces  of  a  Man  •,  but  Amitis  lome 
Time  after  nor  finding  any  Relief  by  this  Sort  of 
Phyfick,  complained  to  her  Mother  of  it,  and  (he 
told  it  Xerxes.  The  King  was  fa  concerned  thereat, 
that  he  condemned  the  Do&or  to  be  interred  Alive, 
which  was  executed  in  the  fame  Inftanr. 

Gout,  according  to  Phyficians,  for  the  mod  part 
engendered  by  the  carclfing  of  Women,  is  alfo  fome- 
times  cured  thereby  •,  and  there  have  been  fome  Gouty 
Per lbps  that  have  received  Comfort  when  they  have 
ufed  it  with  Moderation.  In  efFt£L  there  is  no  fu- 
rer  or  later  Means  to  preferve  Health,  and  avoid  a 
hidden  Death,  than  now  and  then  to  take  a  Frisk 
with  a  VVoman  The  Poet  Xucretius  would  never 
have  killed  himfdf  if  he  had  enjoyed  the  Fair  One 
he  Sigh  d  Cr  •  and  that  Maiden  of  t  hirty  Years 
Rilanus  differed  would  not  have  loft  her  Life  if 
ihe  had  married  •  for  the  Seed  would  not  have  fufto- 
cated  her  Na'ural  Heat  and  her  Left  Tefiicle  would 
no.  h  we  grown  as  big  as  a  Fi If  bv  r  Plenty  and 
Retention  of  that  Matter.  Toe  Maiden  difllfted 
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by  Mr.  Le  I luc,  not  long  ago  in  the  Hofpital-Genera! 
of  the  Salt-petre  Works  at  Paris,  could  not  have  died 
of  Madnefs  of  the  Womb,  if  her  Left  Tefticle  had  not 
been  as  big  as  a  Fift  by  the  Retention  of  a  thick  Seed. 

Whereas  irregular  Love  makes  us  ftupid  ,  Love 
that  is  prudently  managed  caufes  Health,  inlpires  Cou¬ 
rage,  and  renders  us  Agreeable.  A  Clown  that  is  na¬ 
turally  thick  (cull  d  appears  quite  another  Man  when 
he  loves,  and  is,  may  be,  in  a  Capacity  to  difpute 
with  another  that  is  abundantly  more  Witty  of  Beauty, 
Wit,  and  the  Movements  of  his  Palfions. 

It  is  true  then  that  the  Embraces  of  Women  cannot 
do  us  any  Harm,  provided  we  take  Hyppocrates’s  Ad¬ 
vice  (who  will  not  i'uffer  us  to  kils  but  in  the  Spring, 
which  is  the  moft  proper  Seafbn  for  this  Exercife,  ) 
and  not  follow  it  to  Excels.  Thofe  Lawful  Senfua- 
lities  load  us  with  all  Sores  of  good  Things,  rendring 
our  Soul  fattsfied,  and  increafing  the  Strength  of  our 
Body,  infomuch,  that  if  even  we  fhould  have  taken 
Poifon  that  might  begin  to  deftroy  the  Vigour  of  our 
Heat,  Copulation,  if  we  believe  Naturalifts,  would  be 
a  fufficient  Remedy  to  keep  off  the  Malignity. 

When  the  only  Drift  is  to  get  Children,  when  the 
Dictates  of  Nature  are  followed,  and  Men  ftirred  up 
by  the  Ticklings  of  the  Seed,  as  we  are  by  the  Irritati¬ 
on  of  other  Excrements,  we  never  run  the  Risk  of  our 
Health  in  thefe  Diverfions,  which  Euripides ,  quoted 
elfewhere,  has  very  well  exprefled  in  another  Tongue. 

And  to  fpeak  really  what  I  think  on  this  Subjeft, 
an  Old  Man  of  Seventy  will  be  in  a  Condition  to  carefs 
[  a  Young  Woman,  and  get  Children,  if  he  has  not  taken 
i  too  much  Liberty  with  the  Ladies  during  his  Youth, 
i  That  is  what  the  Oracle  would  fay  to  the  Spartans 
when  it  commanded  them  to  ereft  a  Statue  in  the  Ho- 
j  nour  of  Venus ,  wirh  thefe  Words  written  in  other 
j  Chara&ers,  Venus  that  has  an  Eye  upon  Old  Age  - 
j  giving  us  thereby  to  know  that  fhe  is  no  Enemy  to  our 
|  Health,  if  we  follow  her  Counfels  with  Prudence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Whether  there  be  any  true  Signs  of  Teeming. 

T Hough  there  are  fome  Cuftoms  received  amongfl: 

Men  that  are  ridiculous  ,  yet  we  ought  not  to 
imagine  they  have  been  eftablifhed  without  a  Reafon  ^ 
they  having  been  favoured  by  Time,  and  maintain’d! 
by  life,  the  Matter  and  Tyrant  of  all  the  A£tions  oft 
Men.  Thefe  Cuftoms  have  encreas’d  themfelves  as; 
fmall  Brooks,  which  runningtowardstheSea,  become 
great  Rivers. 

The  Exercife  Married  People  perform  the  Wed” 
ding-night  appears  extravagant  to  feveral  Perfons, 
that  always  blame  what  doth  not  pleafe  them; 
They  cannot  be  perfuaded  but  ’tis  unreafonable  to 
fuffer  the  Ufe  of  this  Ancient  Cuftom.  But  if  one 
reflefts  a  little  upon  the  EffeQs  which  the  Movements 
of  the  New-married  produce,  may  be  one  would  find 
that  Nuptial  Dances  have  been  invented  for  the  Per¬ 
petuation  of  the  Species-,  for ’tis  neither  the  Vice  of 
the  Age,  Depravation  of  Manners,  Craft  of  Love,  or 
Inordinate  Senfualfiies,  that  are  the  Caufe  of  this 
Ceremony,  but  Reafon  itfelf,  that  has  inftituted  the 
Dancing  of  New-married  People,  to  the  End  that  by 
this  Agitation  the  Body  might  be  more  free,  open,  and 
proper,  for  Generation. 

Naturalifts  makes  us  obferve,  that  if  we’ll  have  a 
Horfe  of  any  Value,  we  ought  to  tire  the  Mare  be¬ 
fore  (he  is  covered,  and  that  from  fuch  a  Conjunftior 
rather  than  any  other  (he’ll  bring  forth  a  Mettlefoms 
Colt  that  will  in  Time  fit  the  War. 

In  the  funs  Manner  Women  having  tired  themfelves 
before  they  join  amoroufly  with  their  Husbands,  gei 
rid  of  a  deal  of  Excrements  and  the  Heat  they  have 
acquired  in  Dancing  ferves  for  defecating  the  Privy. 
Parts,  which  are  for  the  molt  Part  very  moift*  and 

con- 
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confequently  not  well  difpofed  for  Generation  ;  for 
the  too  much  Humidity  of  thofe  Parts  is  one  of  the 
PrincipalReafonsof  Barrennefsin  Women. 

After  thefe  Difpofitions  we  ought  to  obferve  other 
Circumftances  both  in  Husband  and  Wife  which  may 
lead  us  to  Conje&ures  for  the  attaining  of  what 
Knowledge  we  may  have  for  a  Woman’s  Breeding. 
For  if  the  Husband  is  neither  too  Young  nor  too  Old, 
is  of  a  ftrong  Conftitution,  his  more  Noble  Parts 
Healthy  •,  if  he  is  neither  Fat  nor  Lean,  and  has  well 
difpos’d  and  proportioned  Genitals;  if  on  the  other 
Hand  the  Woman  has  the  fame  Difpofitions.  is  in  the 
Flower  of  her  Age,  and  enjoys  a  perfeft  Health ;  if 
neither  to  big  nor  too  diminutive,  and  that  her  Terms 
are  accuftomed  to  come  according  to  the  Laws  of 
Nature  ;I  no  ways  doubt  but  the  leaft  Signs  of  Teem¬ 
ing  may  beperfuafive  after  fuch  Difpofitions  on  one 
fide  and  the  other. 

But  becaufe  fuch  Conje&ures  are  no  evident  Signs 
of  Teeming, ’tis  reafonable  we  (hould  find  others  to 
know  it  with  more  Certainty.  We  know  that  ’tis 
accompliflied  in  Nine  Months,  wherefore  we  fhall 
firft  examine  what  Signs  may  ferve  for  Conje&ures  to 
difcover  it  in  the  Firft  Months,  and  afterwards  thofe 
that  confirm  the  Certainty  thereof  in  the  laft. 

There  is  room  to  believe  that  a  Woman  has  con¬ 
ceived  when  {he  continues  dry  after  having  diverted 
herfelf  with  a  Man,  and  when  with  this  a  Man  retires 
without  being  very  moift.  At  the  fame  Time  the 
.  Woman  feels  fome  fmall  Shivering,  fuch  as  thofe  that 
happen  to  us  after  Meals ;  (he  faints  and  fwoons  at 
;  the  Inftant  the  Man’s  Seed  is  darted  towards  the  Bot-> 

\  tom  of  the  Womb,  and  received  in  one  of  its  Horns, 
to  join  with  the  Woman’s,  and  caufe  Conception. 

The  Matrix ,  as  being  overjoyed  to  receive  the 
jj  Humor  proper  for  it,  (huts  to  keep  it  in,  which  caufes 
|  an  unexpreffible  Motion  to  the  Woman,  from  which 
I  (he  feels  Tickling  and  Pi  tofu  re  that  at  fuch  Time 
|  renders  her  more  defirous  of  Man’s  Company.  If 

fome 
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fotne  Time  after  the  Matron  touches  her,  and  meets 
with  a  gentle  R  eh  ft  a  nee  in  the  Matrix,  arid  its  inner 
Orifice  is  ihut  and  loofe,  as  the  Breech  of  a  Pullet, 
there  is  no  Reafon  to  doubt  but  a  Woman  has  Con¬ 
ceived.  V,:.  ...  "g;  L  f,  •  ,  p 

But  we  are  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  Common  Signs, 

feveral  Experiments  are  made  in  Imitation  of  the 
Antients  for  the  Difcovery  of  a  Woman’s  being  with 
Child.  Some  rub  the  Eyes  of  her  that  is  fuppofed  to 
be  big  with  Red  Oacre,  and  if  the  Colour  penetrates 
the  Eye-lid  they  are  perfwaded  the  Woman  is  Breed* 
ing. 

Others  draw  fbme  Drops  of  Blood  from  her  Body, 
and  putting  it  into  Water,  they  conje&ure  the  Wo¬ 
man  to  be  Breeding  if  it  goes  to  the  bottom. 

Others  give  Five  or  Six  Ounces  of  Uydromel  Simple 
or  Annifated  to  drink  when  (he  goes  to  Bed,  and 
judge  of  Conception  according  to  the  Gripes  that 
this  Potion  caufes  to  the  Woman. 

Moveover,  others  give  her  an  Ounce  or  Two  of  the 
Juice  of  Groundfel,  mixt  with  fome  Rain-Watef, 
and  fancy  (he  is  Teeming  if  (he  doth  not  vomit  it 
up.  Some  believe  her  with  Child,  if  after  having 
put  a  Clove  of Garlick  in  her  Privy-parts,  or  burnt 
Myrrh,  Frankincenfe,  or  fome  other  Aromatick,  to 
make  her  receive  up  the  Vapours,  flie  finds  not  the 
Smell  and  Tafte  of  the  Gwlick,  and  the  other  Aro- 
maticks,  in  her  Mouth  and  Noife. 

Others  make  feveral  Experiments  upon  the  Urine  | 
they  confider  this  Liquor  as  foon  as  ’tis  voided,  and 
when  they  find  it  troubled,  and  of  a  ripe  Citron-peel 
Colour,  with  Email  Atoms  that  rife  and  defeend,  they 
fay  (he  has  Conceived. 

Others  put  the  Urine  in  a  Copper  Bafon  over 
Night,  with  a  fine  Needle  in  it,  and  if  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  following  iome  fmall  Red  Stains  or  Points  are 

feen  upon  the  Needle,  they  doubt  no  more  of  her 
being  with  Child, 
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Some  take  equal  Parts  of  Urine  and  White- 
wine  •,  if  the  Urine  after  being  ftirred  is  like 
Bean  broth,  they  aflure  that  the  Woman  is  with 
Child. 

Others  let  the  Woman’s  Urine  ftand  in  a  Glafs 
cldfe  ftopc  in  the  Shade  lor  Three  Days  together  * 
and  aftef  having  Brained  it  through  a  Luftring  T'affa- 
ty,  if  they  find  fome  little  Amtnals  on  the  Tafiaty, 
they  make  no  difficulty  of  affirming  that  the  Woman 
is  Teeming.'  In  fine,  I  cannot  fay  how  many  Expe¬ 
riments  Men  have  attempted  for  the  Dilcovery  of  a 
Wonian’s  being  with  Child.  Bur  Loathings,  Defires 
to  Reach,  even  Vomitings,  arid  other  Signs,  that 
commonly  happen  to  them,  are  more  certain  Signs* 
(if  any  fuch  there  be,)  thari  all  the  Trifles  Antiquity 
makes  a  Show  of  to  know  a  Woman’s  being  with 
Child.  If  the  Terms  are  wanting  to>  a  Woman  with¬ 
out  her  being  feized  with  Shiverings,  or  fome  dan¬ 
gerous  Feaver  •,  if  the  Belly  becomes  flatter  and  clo- 
fer  than  before  *  if  particularly  after  Meals  (he  is  La- 
Zy,  and  caniidt  touch  her  Belly  without  fome  Pain  • 
we  may  mufter  thefe  Symptoms  up  for  her  Breeding. 
Her  Terms  retained  commonly  caufe  a  bitter  Tafte 
in  her  Mouth,  (harp  and  foure  Belchings,  Languifh- 
ings,  Tirelomenefs,  Pain  of  the  Head  and  Loins, 
Sorrow  or  Joy,  the  Caufe  of  which  die  is  Ignorant 
of,  Spots  in  the  Face,  or  fome  other  Place  of  the 
Body,  Drowfinefs,  and  for  the  molt  part  an  unruly 
Appetite  5  infomuch  that  fome  will  eat  Coal,  Cin- 
ders^  Chalk,  and  the  like  Bufinefs.  All  thefe  Acci¬ 
dents  are  caufed  through  the  Terms,  being  retained 
by  Nature  for  particular  Ufes,  and  every  Part  of  the 
Woman  Puffers,  becaufe  the  Body  is  watered  by  Hu- 
fnoufs  that  ought  to  be  evacuated  every  Month. 

Befidesthe  Accidents  we  have  obferved*  others  hap^ 
pen  after  fhe  has  gone  Four  Months.  The  Blood  in. 
creafing  every  Day  in  the  Veins  of  a  Teeming  Wo¬ 
man  for  the  F cetus,  (who  ftands  then  in  greater 
need  thereof,)  brings  feveral  Diforders  upon  them, 
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that  informs  us  of  their  Condition.  It  flings  itfelf  up 
into  the  Thorax,  and  cades  a  Hardnels  in  the  Breads, 
in  fome  looner,  in  iome  later,  when  the  Milk  begins 
to  be  form’d,  and  the  Nipple  with  its  Circle  becomes 
Red  in  the  Fair,  and  Black  in  the  Brown. 

The  Voice  grows  bigger  by  Reafon  of  the  Natural 
Heats  increafing,  and  they  are  more  Healthy.  And 
there  is  feldom  any  Breeding  Woman  feen,  particu¬ 
larly  fuch  as  arein  good  Flight,  but  what  are  great 
Spitters. 

There  is  alfo  feen  on  the  Thighs  and  Legs  of  thofe 
that  are  Sanguine,  fwoln  Veins  of  different  Colours,, 
which  we  call  Varices,  and  we  oblerve  them  Blue  ; 
in  the  Fair,  and  Black  in  the  Brown  ones. 

After  all,  one  of  the  mofi  allured  Signs  that  may 
difcover  a  Breeding  Woman  is  the  Motion  of  the 
Child;  for  when  you  put  your  Hand  on  her  Belly, 
and  keep  it  there  fome  Time,  you  may  perceive  a- 
bout  the  Fourth  or  Fifth  Month  a  gentle  Motion 
from  above  downwards,  and  towards  the  Forepart 
of  the  Woman’s  Belly  when  (he  lays  down.  The 
Mold,  or  falfe  Conception,  doth  not  move  after  this 
Manner,  it  falls  like  a  piece  of  Lead  towards  the 
Side  Hie  lyes  on.  Winds  have  alfo  a  different  Moti¬ 
on,  they  feel  unequally,  fometimes  on  one  Side,  and 
fometimes on  another,  and  (eldom  more  to  the  Fore¬ 
part  of  the  Belly,  as  happens  in  a  real  Breeding,  but 
arc  felt  along  the  Inteffines,  and  fometimes  heard  to 
grumble. 

The  Pulfe  of  Breeding  Women  is  fwifter  and  higher 
than  at  another  Time,  they  having  Blood  and  Heat 
for  Two  Perl o ns ;  and  Phyficians  of  little  Experience 
would  imagine  they  were  Feaverifh. 

People  are  not  latisfied  to  diicover  In  general  a  Wo¬ 
man  s  being  with  Child  by  fuch  Signs  as  we  have: 
expounded,  but  are  alfo  defirous  to  know  whether! 
his  a  Boy  or  a  Girl,  or  if  there  be  feveral  Children. 

’Tis  true,  that  Boys  are  diftinguilh’d  by  Tokens 
me  Girls  are  not;  for  fhe  that  is  big  with  a  Boy- 
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will  do  bsttef,  and  is  fooner  fenfibleof  him  than  at 
Girl,  who  from  the  firff  Attions  of  her  Life  begins 
to  create  more  Pain  to  her  Mother  than  the  Boy  all 
his  Life  long.  . 

If  the  Mother,  about  the  latter  end  of  her  Teem¬ 
ing,  fails  into  fome  dangerous  Diliemper  without 
milcarrying,  there  is  a  ftrong  Conjecture  that  (he  is 
rather  big  with  a  Girl  than  a  Boy  $  for  his  Hold  being 
drier,  he  is  notable  fo  refill  luch  rude  Shocks  as  the 
Diliemper  may  caufe. 

Befides,  a  Male  will  ftrengthen  the  Right  Side  of 
his  Mother  t,  and  the  Woman,  when  walking,  may 
be  obferved  to  put  the  Right  Foot  foremcft,  and 
catch  any  Thing  with  the  Right  Hand  fooner  than 
the  Left  5  befides,  the  Right  Eye  is  more  fparkling, 
her  Right  Puife  more  changeable,  and  Brea  ft  ftronger. 
And  if  you  do  draw  a  Drop  of  Milk  from  the  latter, 
when  this  Liquor  is  perfected  you  may  lee  it  prefervs 
a  round  Figure  on  your  Nail,  if  (he  is  Breeding  with 
a  Boy  5  if  it  is  a  Girl  the  Milk  is  Serous,  and  will 
not  keep  together. 

For  the  Number  of  Children  one  muft  confider  the 
extraordinary  Bignefs  of  the  Belly,  and  a  Hollownefs 
which  betokens  Twins. 

Amongft  thefe  Signs  fome  are  frivolous  and  ridi¬ 
culous  ;  for  to  imagine  a  Woman’s  Breeding  is  di& 
coverable  by  her  Urine  can  never  enter  into  my 
i  Thoughts.  I  know  how  far  the  Avarice  of  Man  has 
i  pu filed  this  Curiofity :  But  the  different  Opinions 
■  about  it  make  me  doubt,  with  fome  Reafon,  of  the 
Experiments.  Urine  at  fimhelt  can  only  inltruU  us 
of  the  Condition  of  thole  Parts  whence  it  came,  and 
of  the  Difpofition  of  fuch  as  it  paffeth  through. 
As  it  doth  not  traverfe  the  Womb,  and  only  (lightly 
|  touches  its  Neck,  how  can  any  Body  draw  any  Con- 
|  jeUures  from  that  Excrement,  except  it  is  about  the 
IDilpofition  of  the  Bladder,  Kidneys,  and  fuperiouf 
i Parts?  All  the  Experiments  commonly  made  upon 
Urine  ale  fuperftkious,  and  what  is  put  into  the 

P  a  Womb 
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Womb  is  dangerous.  Garlick  is  cauftick  and  burnin, i 
if  applied  to  the  Tender  Parts  of  the  Vagina.  Th 
Vapours  of  Aromtick  are  fulpicious,  and  enough  a 
make  them  mifearry. 

But  there  are  more  certain  Signs  of  a  Woman 
Breeding  ;  for  the  Drinefs  of  her  Secret- parts  aft# 
being  carefled,  the  Tickling  and  Shivering  (he  fee 
foon  after  it,  the  Faintings  and  Swoonings  (he  fal 
into  at  fuch  a  Time,  are  ftrong  Conje&ures  to  induo 
us  to  believe  (he  has  already  conceived. 

On  the  other  Hand,  if  the  Matrix  is  (hut,  the  Tern- 
ftopt,  if  the  Belly  groweth  flat  firfl,  and  fwells  a: 
terwards,  Milk  is  perceived  to  be  formed  in  th 
Breads  •,  and  laftly,  if  a  Motion  is  found  in  the  Side 
which  commonly  proceeds  from  the  Agitation  of  th 
Child,  which  is  in  fome  Meafure  a  part  of  its  Mother 
Entrails  •,  all  tbefe  Signs  joined  together  appear  to  b> 
ftrong  Proofs  to  perfwade  us  that  a  Woman  is  witi 
Child. 

Bar  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  we  can  with  no  greate 
AfTurance  believe  her  Breeding  than  we  can  guefs  as 
her  having  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  when  (he  has 
fome  Symptoms  thereof :  Have  as  many  Signs  as  yor 
pleafeof  a  Woman’s  being  with  Child,  they  areas 
the  beft  but  Conjectures,  that  may  deceive  us,  ana 
confound  Phyficians  that  too  confidently  rely  on  them? 
I  own  that  we  may  be  fure  of  the  Stone’s  being 
there,  when  ’tis  touched  with  the  Probe,  fo  we  art 
aHo  a  llured  of  a  Woman’s  being  with  Child  whenwt 
touch  the  Head  of  it. 

If  we  examine  all  the  Signs  we  think  the  mof 
certain  to  judge  by  of  Breeding  Women,  we  (hall  fine 
them  all  dubious  and  equivocal.  For  to  continue  dry 
after  Embraces,  may  proceed  either  from  the  Woman’s 
Conftitution,  or  the  excefiive  Heat  of  her  Privy-parts 
To  feel  extream  Pleafure,  even  fo  as  to  faint  away 
is  no  great  Proof  of  Conception.  The  Heart  is  lenfi- 
bl7  concerned  when  the  Pleafures  of  Matrimony  art 
eujoyed,  and  the  Tickling  may  as  well  proceed  frorr 
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tfte  Husband’s  Embraces,  or  Complexion  of  theThorax, 
as  from  the  Pleafures  of  Conception. 

There  are  barren  Women,  whofe  Wombs  are  ihur, 
and  others  in  whom  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb  is  hard 
and  callous,  yet  are  not  in  the  leaft  breeding.  Stop¬ 
page  of  the  Terms  happens  often  to  Women  without 
being  in  the  leaft  fufpefted  of  being  with  Child,  and 
the  Qteen- ficknefs  is  for  the  molt  part’  accompanied 
with  an  obftruftion  thereof.  Few  Women  have  been 
troubled  with  Maids, or  falfe  Conceptions,  but  what 
have  had  thek  Terms  ftopt  during  the  while.  But 
over  and  above,  there  are  Women  that  have  had  their 
Courfes  regularly  the  firft  Months,  and  I  know  fome 
myfelf  that  have  had  them  all  the  while  they  have 
been  breeding  j  and  others  that  have  them  neither 
before  nor  after  Conception ;  as  happened  to  the  Wife 
of  Gorgias.  according  to  the  Teftimony  of  Hyppocra- 
tes ,  in  his  Epidem  ;  who  conceived  before  fhe  had 
her  Terms,  and  wanted  them  as  well  after  as  before 
Conception.  The  Belly  grows  flimmer  and  bigger 
afterwards,  #s  by  falfe  Conceptions,  and  other  Di- 
ftempers,  at  which  Time  Breeding,  and  the  Tumor 
of  all  thefe  together,  is  not  eafily  diftinguiffted. 

Milk,  and  the  Motion  of  the  Child,  which  feem 
to  be  the  mpft  allured  Signs,  will  not  bear  the  Teft 
better  than  the  other.  There  are  Virgins  that  have 
Milk  through  the  obftruffion  of  the  Courfes,  if  we 
may  believe  Hyppocrates ,  and  other  Phyficians  after 

him,  and  fome  Women  have  none  at  all  till  they  are 
brought  to  Bed. 

The  Motion  which  they  perceive  in  their  Belly 
proceeds  from  Winds  and  Humours,  and  Examples 
are  plenty  of  Women  that  have  been  deceived  there¬ 
by.  Nay,  fome  able  Doctors  have  been  caught. 
Hyppocrates,  for  all  his  Learning,  was  dubious  of  the 
breeding  of  Temenes  his  Sifter,  and  Avenzoar  gave  a 
violent  Purge  to  his  Wife  without  knowing  that  fhe 
was  breeding. 

r  $ 
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Befides,  the  Sex  is  fo  crafty,  that  one  mull  be  very 
cunning  not  to  be  caught  when  they  have  a  mind  u; 
impale  upon  us;  for  when  Women  defign  to  appea 
fruitful,  in  order  to  be  more  beloved  either  by  Huf 
band  or’Callant,  they  will  make  u(e  of  all  Tricks  to 
appear  Breeding.  ’Tis  with  that  as  with  Hand-wri 
tings,  there  is  no  diftinguilhing  the  true  one  from  the; 
falle.5  Children  have  been  fup pos’d,  e’re  this  Time 
after  every  one  was  agreed  about  the  Woman’s  being 
with  Child.  Lepida  was  condemned  for  ufing  fuch  a 
Catch  •,  and  there  are  too  many  Women  now-a-daysi 
that  make  it  their  Bufinefs  both  to  counterfeit  Breed-1 
ing,  and  fuppofe  Children. 

After  all  what  is  faid  we  muft  conclude,  that  we. 
are  not  able  politively  to  affirm  a  Woman’s  being! 
with  Child,  becaufe  all  the  Signs  that  are  made  ufe 
of  are  uncertain;  and  that  even  the  Women,  who  are 
more  competent  Judges  than  we,  are  often  deceived! 
therein. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Gf  the  formation  of  the  Foetus. 

I  Find  myfelf  infenfibly  engaged,  by  the  coherency 
of  the.  Matter  I  treat,  to  fpeakof  fome  very  diffi¬ 
cult  Queftions  ventilated  by  Divines,  Philosophers 
and  Phyficians. 

The  Antients  have  been  too  much  wedded  *"to  pre¬ 
judice  for  us  to  form  a  true  Judgment  of  what  they 
have  left  us  in  Writing.  Moft  of  what  they  have 
faid  is  either  vain,  doubtful  or  falfe,  by  the  fame  Rea- 
fon.  And  not  to  mention  the  Formation  of  Man,,  all 
we  are  taught  by  them  is  very  obfeure  and  imperfe£t  % 
infomuch  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  put  the  Hand 
to  the  Plough,  ( if  I  may  be  allowed  fo  to  fpeak,  ) 

that 
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that  the  Secrets  of  Nature  might  he  difcovered.  We 
have  not  only  made  ufe  of  other  Peoples  Difcoveries, 
bur  have  alfo  applied  ourlelves  to  make  fome  new 
ones  on  Brutes  and  Women  too,  to  the  End  we  might 
find  out  thofe  Principles  that  ferve  for  the  forming  of 
us.  No  doubt  but  the  Women  contributes  Matter  as 
well  as  the  Man  for  the  Formation  of  the  Emus  they 
both  engender.  But  as  the  Formation’ of  a  Child  can¬ 
not  be  difcourfed  of,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Parts  that 
are  concerned  in  the  Work  are  exa&Iy  obferved,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  add  here  fome  particular  Re¬ 
marks  I  have  made  upon  the  Secret  Parts  of  Women, 
the  Knowledge  whereof  will  Rand  us  in  good  (lead  for 
the  better  comprehending  how  Nature  a&s  in  the 
forming  of  the  Bonus.  The  Seeds  of  Man  and  Wo¬ 
men  being  joined  together,  a  Child  is  formed  by 
means  of  the  Intelligence  that  moulds  it  into  fuch 
Parts  as  are  admirable  both  in  their  life  and  Aflions. 
But  becaufe  this  Compound  of  Body  and  Soul  cannot 
live  without  Nourilhment,  we  (hall  fpeak  of  the 
Terms,  and  then  we  (hall  obferve  by  degrees  what 
Time  is  required  for  the  Prod uft ion  of  a  Child  in  the 
Mother’s  Womb. 


ART.  I. 

'  Of  Max’s  Seed. 

TH  E  Man’s  Seed  is  but  the  Scum  of  the  beft 
Blood,  according  to  Pythagoras ,  and  a  gentle 
flowing  out  of  the  Spinal  Marrow,  according  to 
Plato.  All  Men  will  have  it  to  be  the  pureft  and 
moft  tender  Part  of  the  Brain  •,  and  Hyppocrates  and 
Democritus  take  it  to  be  a  Subflance  drawn  from  the 
Vvhole  Body.  In  fine,  if  Epicure  may  be  credited, 
*tis  an  Elixir  or  Abridgment  of  our  Soul  and  Body. 

P  4  Other 
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Other  Philofophers,  as  Ariftotle,  fancied  it  to  be  ai 
Excrement  of  the  laft  Aliment :  But,  according  to  th« 
Idea  Tertullian  has  of  it,  his  the  Effect  of  ou 
amorous  Defires,  and  Flux  of  an  over- boiling 

Luff.  /  ‘ 

Its  Subftance  ought  to  be  thick  and  glewy,  accord 
ing  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  to  the  end  it  may  the 
longer  preferve  that  Plenty  of  Spirits  it  contains.  I 
is  mod  abounding  in  Men  of  a  middle  Age,  becauft 
they  concott  and  perfeQ:  this  Matter  belt.  The  par¬ 
ticular  Property  of  the  Seed  is  to  bethickned  by  Heat 
and  melted  by  Cold.  The  cold  Air  diflipates  its  Spi 
rits,  and  deadens  it,  whereas  Heat  multiplies  its  i u ti¬ 
tle  Parrs;  provided  always  it  be  in  a  place  fit  to  pre¬ 
ferve  its  Temper. 

Its  rank  Smell  is  a  Sign  of  Fruitfulnefs  ;  and  all 
Beads,  when  hot,  exhale  a  penetrating  Smell  from 
their  Body,  that  is  hardly  to  be  endured.  If  they, 
are  killed  at  fitch  a  JuuSfu  e,  their  Flefh  has  fuchr 
a  difagreeable  Ranknefs,  that  I  have  known  Perfons: 
who  have  been  obliged  to  Vomit  after  having  tatted’ 
thereof 

if  weconfider  Man’s  Seed  with  Exaftnefs,  we  may 
perceive  Two  Subftances  in  it,  one  is  thick  and  glewy „ 
she  other  thin  and  fpirituous,  as  we  (hall  explain  <i 
afterwards,  wherein  refides  the  Principle  of  Motion, 
the  Nature  of  which  Principle  bears  a  Proportion  to 
the  fhining  of  the  Stars. 

The  Seed,  thus  compofed,  comes  not  only  from  the 
Tefticles  and  Bladders  his  preferved  in,  but  flows 
from  the  whole  Body,  as  Pfyppocrates,  the  moft  An¬ 
cient  and  moft  knowing  of  Phyficians  doth  affine  us ; 
for  if  it  did  not  come  from  all  the  Parts  of  our  Body, 
we  fhouid  not  perceive  fuch  a  fudden  and  univerfal 
Faintnefs  when  we  kifs  a  Woman.  The  Heart  and 
Brain  cannot  be  exhaufted  of  their  Spirits,  and  all 
rhe  Body  be  numm’d  beyond  Expfeffion  in  a  Moment, 
On  the  other  Hand,  our'  Pleafure  would  not  be  fo 
perfect  if  ail  our  Body  did  not  contribute  to  this 
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Evacuation,  and  Senfuality  would  not  be  fo  exceffive 
if  it  did  not  depend  on  all  our  Parts. 

Befides,  allowing  that  the  Spirits  of  the  Seed  are 
made  of  the  moft  fubtle  Part  of  the  Nervous  Juice, 
and  that  this  Juice  is  made  of  the  Arterial  Blood,  I 
cannot  fee  why  the  Chara&er  of  fuch  Parts  as  it  draws 
its  Origin  from  is  refuled  to  the  Spirits  of  the  Seed. 
For  if  Urine  (hews  us  the  different Difpofitions  of 
fuch  Parts  as  it  pafleth  through,  the  Seed  flowing 
from  the  fame  Parts,  carries,  without  doubt,  im- 
preffions  of  the  whole  Body  in  its  Subftance.  • 

Verily  I  cannot  comprehend  what  Realon  we  can 
be  able  to  give  for  Childrens  refembling  their  Parents, 
except  we  allow  this  Hypothefis  to  be  true ;  nor  hovtr 
a  Woman  naturally  Lame,  fhould  bring  forth  a  Child 
Lame  on  the  fame  Side  as  (he  is,  and  bear  others  with 
the  fame  Infirmities  that  Ihe  had  when  (he  was 
brought  into  the  World. 

If  the  Caufe  is  attributed  to  the  Strength  of  Fancy, 
I  will  only  quote  a  Paflage  from  Gajfendi  that  treats 
of  a  little  lame  Bitch,  which  had  lame  Puppies,  to 
Ihow  that  Imagination  has  no  Share  in  thofe  Relem- 
biances. 


ART.  II. 


An  ExaH  Defcription  of  the  Natural  and  Internal 

Parts  of  a  Woman'. 

BEfore  I  fpeak  of  a  Woman’s  Seed,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  a  Child’s  being  formed  in  her  Intrails,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  make  an  exafl  Defcription  of  the 
Secret- parts,  and  join  what  Obfervations  l  have  made 
in  general  to  the  firft  Part  of  this  Book. 

We  are  commonly  prevented  from  examining 
Tilings  diligently  upon  a  Belief  the  Ancients  have  dif- 

covered 
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covered  all,  and  nothing  remains  unknown.  This 
Confideration  has  blunted  the  moft  inquifitive  and 
penetrating  Minds.  Being  naturally  inclined  to  Lazi- 
pefs,  we  are  fatisfied  to  learn  with  the  leaft  Trouble 
and  Pain.  But  in  my  Opinion  there  is  no  Art  butt 
what  is  perfedioned  by  Experiments ;  and  we. 
ought  to  conlulc  the  Senfes,  to  be  dilabufed  by, 
that  Means  of  what  falfe  Notions  we  may  have 
imbibed. 

The  Womb  is  a  principal  Part  in  a  Woman,  by 
reafon  it  caules  fo  many  ill  Accidents  when  difordered, 
and  Health  and  Chearfulnefs  by  being  in  a  good  Dip 
pofition :  For  when  we  refled:  on  what  Diftempers 
are  incident  to  Women,  by  the  Indifpofition  of  the 
Womb,  we’ll  grant,  that  whatever  Diftempers  they 
areafflided  withal,  proceed  rather  from  this  Part 
than  any  other  *  or  at  leaft  that  they  are  never  felt, 
but  the  Womb  is  in  fome  Meafure  theCaufe  thereof 
The  Body  is  not  only  out  of  Order,  the  Soul  feels  it 
too,  and  the  Diflemper  makes  more  fatal  Impreffions 
on  one  Part^  than  the  other.  To  the  contrary,  when 
the  Womb  is  in  a  good  Condition,  we  can  hardly 
exprefs  how  advantageous  it  is  to  a  Woman ;  fhe  has 
a  lively  Colour  in  her  Face,  lparkling  Eyes,  an  agree¬ 
able  and  charming  Voice,  and  talks  pleafingly :  In 
one  Word,  Love  infpires  her  with  Sentiments  full  of 
Sweetnefs  and  good  Humour. 

I  have  fa  id  fome  where  elfe  that  the  Womb  is  not 
in  the  fame  Condition  in  all  Women.  Its  Subftance 
and  Situation  varying,  as  alfo  its  Bignefs  and  ordi¬ 
nary  Figure, _  when  a  Woman  is  with  Child.  Be- 
fides,  its  rhicknef§,yinward  Surface  and  Colour,  are 
quite  different  $  and  if  one  will*  take  Pains  to  difled 
if  at  fuch  a  Time,  one  may  eafily  divide  it  into  Five 
or  Six  Membranes. 

^he  fefticles  are  only  Two  Fingers  breadth  diftant 
from  the  Womb,  in  Women  that  are  not  breeding, 

but  in  others  they  touch  upon  the  Womb,  and  are 

'  ;  .  longer. 
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longer,  flatter,  and  fuller  ol  Seed,  in  thefe  than  in 
the  former.  And  the  nearer  Women  draw  to  their 
Travail,  the  more  the  Tefticles,  as  well  as  the 
Womb,  diminilh  in  bignefs,  and  alter  Situation  and 
Natural  Figure.  The  White  Matter,  which  they 
are  then  filled  with  in  great  Plenty,  has  feme  Rela¬ 
tion  to  the  White  of  a  Pullet’s  Egg,  as  BeJJerus  wit* 
neffeth  he  has  met  with  it  very  often,  and  I  can 
beatTeftimony  of  the  fame  myfelf;  for  being  at  Pa- 
dua%  and  difli&ing,  with  the  Sieur  Sinibaldus ,  a 
Young  Woman  of  Twenty  that  had  drowned  herfelf 
in  a  Well,  upon  the  Account  of  being  with  Child, 
I  found  her  Tefticles  full  of  Seed,  and  at  the  firft 
Cut  of  my  Knife  the  Matter  fpurted  up  in  my  Face, 
and  by  chance  falling  upon  my  Lips,  left  feme  Moi- 
fture  upon  my  Tongue,  that  I  had  fo  much  Tafte  of 
it  as  to  find  it  fait,  infipid,  and  fomew hat  bitter. 

Four  VeflTcls  come  to  the  Right  and  Left,  from  the 
Places  marked  out  elfewhere.  They  are  twilled  and 
knit  together  by  the  Production  of  the  Peritonaum^ 
or  inner  Rind  of  the  Belly,  which  fhuts  them  up  in 
the  Form  of  a  Cale,  and  fo  defending  towards  the 
Womb,  they  divide  into  Two  Branches,  one  of 
which  being  "bigger  than  the  other,  diftributes  to  the 
Matrix ,  and  the  other  to  the  Tefticles. 

The  firft  is  for  the  molt  part  divided  into  Three 
Branches;  the  firft  and  biggeft  whereof  is  diftributed 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Womb,  to  provoke  the  Terms 
in  Women  that  are  not  with  Child  :  Which  Experi¬ 
ence  hath  (hewn  us  in  Wombs  that  have  been  turned 
up-,  or  to  bring  Nourilhment  for  the  Child  during 
the  firft  Months.  The  Second  Branch  is  fmailer, 
and  only  ferves  for  the  moiftening  and  nourilhing  the 
Womb.  _  • 

Laftiy,  the  Third  being  pretty  big,  fills  the  Mem¬ 
branes  of  the  Womb  with  Blood,  and  terminating 
by  Capillaries  towards  its  Neck,  mixes  with 
the  Hypogaftiick  and  Iliack  Veflels.  This  Veftil 

caufes 
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caufes  the  Terms  in  breeding  Women,  and  difcharges 
abundance  of  their  Humours. 

No  Part  of  the  Woman’s  Body  has  more  Anaftomo- 
fes’s,  or  Communication  of  Veffels,  than  the  Womb  j 
for  if  you  blow  on  one  Side  the  Veffels  prefently 
fwell  on  the  otner,  and  are  filled  with  Wind,  fo  that 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  Mixture  of  Humours 

In  this  Part.  ? 

Moft  all  Anatomifts  call  the  Veffels  but  now  men¬ 
tioned  Spermatick  Veffels ;  either  becaufe  they  fancy 
thefe  Veffels  jto  prepare  the  Seed,  or  elfe  becaufe  the 
Seed  of  Women  does  not  differ  from  their  Terms. 
But  for  my  own  Part,  as  I  always  have  found  thefe 
y  flels  full  of  Blood,  fo  I  (hall  name  them  Blood- 
Veffels  of  the  Womb.  ‘ 

The  other  Branch  that  is  diftributed  in  the  Tefti- 
des  has  Two  Ramifications,  as  I  have  obferved  by 
a  Microfcope,  the  one  enters  one  of  the  Extremities 
of  the  Tefticle  fo  nicely,  that  the  Artery  and  Vein 
divide  it  into  a  Thoufand  fmall  Channels,  and  Fil¬ 
trate  their  Humour  in  its  Cavity.  The  other  lofes 
Itfelf  in  the  large  Ligament  that  fupports  it,  and 
brings  our  proper  Humours  to  the  Tuba,  to  make 
and  preferve  the  little  Balls  Children  are  formed 
of.  '  1  -  ‘  '  ' 

All  what  I  have  obferved  in  particular,  is,  that 
the  Spermatick  Veffels,  which  are  very  plenty  in  the 
large  Ligament,  between  the  Tefticle  and  the  Tuba  , 
and  which  may  be  call’d  the  defirous  Veffel,  have 
Two  or  Three  Holes,  which  in  fome  Women  I  have 
perceived  to  touch  the  Cornua  or  Horns  of  the  Womb  3 
as  if  the  Humours  that  come  from  the  Teftides, 
through  the  Capillary  Veffels,  furnifhed  feveral  Holes 
for  the  Communication  of  fuch  as  they  contain,  to  the 
Cornua. 

The  Cornua  of  the  Matrix ,  otberwiie  called  Tuba 
fallopian#,  bear  fome  Refemblance  to  the  Veficul# 
Seminales  of  Men  3  for  they  preferve  the  Womens 
Seed  in  fmall  Balls.  Thefe  Cornua  or  Horns  proceed 
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from  each  Side  of  the  Womb  towards  its  Bottom : 
They  are  about  Seven  Inches  long,  or  thereabouts, 
and  about  an  Inch  big  in  Breeding  Women.  In 
Young  Maidens,  or  Old  Women,  they  are  very 
fmall,  and  carry  only  the  Refemblance  of  a  Liga¬ 
ment.  On  the  Side  of  the  Womb  they  are  lank, 
hard  and  white,  and  afterwards  becoming  more  red 
and  larger,  as  they  remove  farther  from  it,  they 
form  at  the  other  Extremity  what  we  call  the  Fringe 
of  the  Tuba.  Thefe  Conduits,  which  1  have  found 
to  reach  forward  to  the  Belly,  under  the  Teftides, 
are  more  compaft  in  fome  Places  than  in  others, 
infomuch  that  every  one  forms  Three  or  Four  fmall 
Cellules,  which  may  be  the  Caufe  of  a  Woman’s 
bearing  feveral  Children  at  a  Time. 

The  Fringe  is  made  up  of  fmall  Fibres,  interwo^ 
ven  with  one  another,  and  kept  together  by  a  Glewy 
Humour,  efpecially  when  the  Woman  is  Breeding. 
The  Fibres  refemble  fmall  Nerves,  and  prevent  the 
Seeds  running  out  oftner  than  it  doth  through  the 
Mouth  of  the  Fringe,  or  elfe  prepares  the  Air  when 
the  Vcetus  begins  to  be  formed,  after  the  Manner  as 
the  Uvula  and  Epiglottis  prepare  it  for  the  Lungs. 
For  this  Element  is  a  Body  that  penetrates  every 
Thing,  and  paffes  through  the  moft  CompaU  and 
Solid  Bodies,  and  may  be  for  this  Reafon  they  have 
called  the  Breathing-holes  of  the  Womb  Tubes  ot 
Pipes. 

As  foon  as  a  Woman  has  Conceived  one  may  ob- 
ferve  a  Riling  at  the  Mouth  of  thefe  Veflels  into  the 
Womb-,  and  I  have  ofen  met  with  a  little  Flelhy 
Skin  in  that  Place,  that  may  be  called  a  Valve, 
which  prevented  the  Entrance,  and  facilitated  the  go¬ 
ing  out  of  Humours  that  are  colle&ed  in  the  Womb. 

The  Horns  of  Cornua,  which  we  may  call  Ejacu¬ 
latory  Veflels,  are  filled  with  a  light  Humour,  refetn- 
bling  fomewhat  thickifh  Whev,  which  is  found  in 
fuch  a  Plenty  in  Women  that  Love  defperately,  that 
when  agitated,  it  Tallies  out  from  both  Sides,  that 
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is  to  fay,  through  the  Fri  ;ge,  and  caufes  thofe  fre¬ 
quent  Pollutions  in  Women  of  an  Amorous  Difpoft- 
lion. 

I  have  often  obferved  the  fame  in  warded  Bitches, 
as  Harvey  did  in  Hinds,  viz .  that  the  Horns  of  the 
Womb  had  a  Periftaltick  Motion,  moft  like  unto 
that  of  the  Guts $  and  no  doubt  but  the  Horns  in  Wo¬ 
men  have  the  lame  to  rid  themfelvesofthe  Vcetus  that 
begins  to  be  formed,  and  fecure  them  from  abundance 
pf  corrupt  Seed,  infomuch  that  Nature  have  ftrepg- 
thened  them  with  a  ftrong  Ligament,  that  reaches 
from  one  end  to  another,  by  Reafon  of  the  violent 
Motion  they  are  now  and  then  conft  rained  to  under¬ 
go. 

For  ’tis  not  the  Body  of  the  Womb,  but  the  Horns 
in  Conjun&ion  with  the  Tefticles,  that  are  perceived 
to  move  with  fuch  Violence  in  Hyfterick  Women. 

1  '  .  :  •  -  '  V1  «  • 1 
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ART.  III. 

Of  the  Womens  Seed. 

IF  Ariftotle  and  his  Senators  had  not  been  in  great 
Repute  for  many  Ages  pa  ft,  I  am  fure  it  would  be 
eafie  for  me  to  prove  at  prefenc  thatWomen  have  Seed, 
and  contribute  a  large  Share  towards  Generation* 
For  if  you’ll  but  examine,  without  Prejudice,  the 
A£Hon  and  Fife  of  thofe  Parts  I  have  but  now  de¬ 
fer  i  bed,  you  may  eafily  be  convinced  thar  my  Opi¬ 
nion  is  the  likelieft  to  Truth  •,  but  before  we  {hall  go 
to  eftabiifh  it  with  opr  main  Strength,  let  us  fee  sshat 
Solidity  is  in  the  Reafons  of  our  Adverfaries. 

i.  They  fay,  that  if  Women  had  Seed  they  would 
have  no  Terms,  becaufe  either  of  thefe  Matters  might 
fuffice  for  the  Fojraatton  of  a  Child  j  but  Once  we  are 
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affured  that  they  have  Courfes,  we  ought  to  con¬ 
clude.  (as  they  add )  that  they  have  no  Seed. 

2.  Befides,  if  Women  had  Seed,  ’t would  follow 
that  they  might  have  a  Principle  for  A&ion,  by  which 
a  Child  might  be  formed  in  its  Mothers  Intrails 
without  the  Participation  of  a  Man,  their  Seed  a&ing 
upon  their  Terms.  But  Cnee  we  want  Examples  of 
this  we  ought* to  own  that  they  have  no  Seed. 

3.  Moreover  there  would  be  no  Conception  with¬ 
out  Pleafure  if  Women  had  Seed.  But  Cnee  we  are 
certain,  by  the  Confeffion  of  Women  themfelves, 
that  they  have  conceived  without  the  leaft  Senfe  of 
Satisfaction,  we  ought  to  believe  that  they  have  none  v 
for  if  they  had,  they  would  be  warned  of  its  flowing 
out  by  fome  fmall  Titillations. 

4.  Laftly,  ,fay  they,  if  Women  have  Seed,  ’ds  not 
in  the  leaft  fruitful,  and  cannot  upon  any  Account 
ferve  for  Generation.  That  ’tis  only  a  fuperfluoQS 
Humidity  to  moiften  the  Secret  Parts,  and  irritate 
them  when  an  Amorous  Conjunction  is  at  hand ;  and 
that  as  Eunuchs  have  a  kind  of  Seed  of  no  manner  of 
Virtue,  Women  have  alfo  fome  Matter  that  is  no  wife 
able  to  form  a  Child. 

Women  are  like  to  Eunuchs  both  in  their  Voice, 
Hair,  Difpofltion  of  Body,  and  Paflion  of  the  Soul, 
therefore  they  have  no  more  Seed  than  they. 

1.  But  Experience  teaches  us  that  ’ds  quite  other- 
ways,  and  Reafon  is  not  averfe  thereunto  •,  for  the 
Seed  of  Woman  is  very  different  from  their  Courfes, 
one  is  White,  and  the  other  Red  •,  that  flows'  in  a 
fmall  Quantity,  and  feldom  without  fome  Pleafure  -s 
but  thefe  are  voided  in  a  great  Quantity,  and  far 
from  being  joyful,  they  are  fad  and  dejeCted  thereby. 
After  all,  a  ftrong  Fancy  may  often  contribute  to 
the  flowing  of  the  Seed :  But  let  this  Faculty  of  the 
Soul  be  as  lively  as  ’twill,  it  can  neither  forward  nor 
flop  the  Terms  one  Angle  Day.  Infbmuch  that  Wo¬ 
men  have  Seed  and  Terms  both  together,  becaufe 
I  they  have  divers  Paffions  that  are  evident  Signs  there¬ 
of, 
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of,  the  Firft  Matter  ferving  to  Engender,  and  the 
Second  to  Nouriih  the  Children  they  breed. 

2.  The  Arguments  of  thofe  Philofophers  about  the: 
Formation  of  Man  are  fo  remote  from  Truth,  that 
I  noways  wonder  at  their  Weaknefe.  They  believe: 
that  the  menftruous  Blood  ferves  firft  and  formoft 
for  the  forming  of  us  5  and  Experience  thews  us  quite 
contrary,  viz.  That  we  are  feverai  Months  in  out 
Mother’s  Womb,  without  Handing  in  any  need  there¬ 
of.  Upon  this  falfe  Principle  they  form  Conclusions 
that  fall  of  themfelves ;  for  Seed  not  being  able  to  do 
any  Thing  of  itfelf^  and  being  only  a  partial  Caufe, 
*tis  impoflible  that  it  Should  prove  the  total  and 
aftive  Caule  of  Generation. 

3.  I  own  Pleafure  doth  not  always  attend  Concep¬ 
tion  5  and  I  do  not  believe  that  5tis  the  only  flowing 
of  the  Seed  in  Women  that  is  the  Caufe  of  their 
Contentment.  The  Ticklings  they  feel  from  the 
Man’s  Part,  and  the  ftrong  Fancy  they  have  in  an 
amorous  Combat,  are  the  more  immediate  Caufes 
thereof :  Infomuch  that  I  no  wife  wonder  that  feme 
Women,  who  have  not  had  any  Fancy  or  Tickling, 
have  engender’d  without  Pleafure. 

4.  After  all,  if  Women  have  no  Seed  proper  for 
Procreation,  how  come  the  Children  to  refemblb 
them  fo  perfectly  in  the  Qualities  of  their  Bodies, 
in  the  Paflions  of  the  Soul,  and  in  what  Diftempers 
they  are  fubje£l  unto  ? 

But  to  make  a  larger  Proof  of  what  I  have  faid, 
any  one  will  grant  me  that  Nature  makes  nothing 
in  vain  *  and  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  fech  a 
great  Provifion  of  Veffels,  of  Tefticles,  Horns, 
if  it  was  only  to  moiften  the  Womb. 

They  are  certainly  of  more  Ufe  than  what  the 
Tertpaticks  allowed  them  to  be.  They  ferve  to  make 
Seed  for  the  Formation  of  Men ;  and  though  the  Seed 
of  Women  is  not  fo  concoUed  as  that  of  Men,  yet  ’tis 
Seed,  as  their  Blood  is  Blood,  though  ’tis  lefs  digefted 
than  ours. 
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Tis  known  what  Maladies  fome  Women  are  fub- 
jea  to,  both  when  Maids  and  Widows ;  and  ’tis  a!* 
fo  known  what  Remedy  is  the  moft  fpeed y  and  molt 
effeaual  in  their  Cure.  If  the  Seed  that  is  retained 
in  the  Horns  of  the  Womb  is  imployed  in  the  Forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Child,  all  the  grievous  Inconveniences 
that  tormented  them  before  ceafe  in  a  Moment,  and 
the  Caule  of  their  Evil  being  employed  for  better 
Ufes,  they  enjoy  perfect  Health. 

But  belides,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  Com¬ 
panion  between  Female  Birds  and  Women,  1  fay, 
that  fince  they  have  Seed  that  contributes  to  the  form¬ 
ing  of  their  fmall  ones,  Women  have  alio  what  ferves 
for  Generation.  We  obferve  Two  Sorts  of  Subftan- 
ces  in  a  Pullet’s  Egg,  the  Chick  is  formed  of  the 
White,  which  is  the  Hens  Seed,  and  is  nourilhed 
thereby  the  firft  Days  of  her  fitting,  and  in  the  laft 
it  is  nourifhed  with  the  Volk,  which  comes  from  the 
Hen’s  pureft  Blood  ;  fo  that  the  White  of  an  Egg 
bearing  Refetnblance  to  the  Seed  of  a  Woman,  one 
may  fay  that  Generation  is  performed  in  Women  as 
in  Eggs,  that  flhe  contributes  to  the  Formation  of  a 
Child  in  furniihing  Seed  on  her  Pair,  as  well  as  the- 
Female  of  Birds. 

Laftly,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  make  ufeof  Holy 
Writ  on  this  Occafion,  I  may  fafely  conclude  that  the 
Woman  has  Seed  that  contributes  to  Generation,  be- 
caufe  God  threatning  Men,  tells  them  by  the  Mouth 
of  Mejes ,  that  there  Jhall  be  an  irreconcilable  Hatred 
between  the  Woman's  Seed  and  that  of  the  Serpent , 
fpeaking  of  the  Pofterity  of  one  and  the  other. 
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ART.  IV. 

Of  the  Soul  of  Man. 

WE  are  perfwaded  of  the  Exiftency  of  feveral 
Things,  though  we  are  utterly  ignorant  of 
their  Qualities.  We  all  agree  that  we  have  a  Soul, 
under  whole  Empire  we  live  $  but  we  are  ignorant 
what  this  Soul  is  that  makes  us  a£f,  and  hinders  us 
from  afling  when  it  pleaies  •,  nay,  we  know  not  the 
Place  of  its  Refidence  ;  this  Soul,  who  knows  all, 
knows  not  herlelf  *  like  the  Eye  that  difcovers  all  Qb* 
js£ts,  but  neither  fees  nor  knows  the  Parts  that  com- 
pofe  it. 

The  Difficulty  of  comprehending  the  Nature  of  the 
Soul  is  an  evident  Proof  of  its  being  made  after  the 
Image  of  God,  who  is  incomprehenfible.  Buc  if  one 
may  hope  to  have  any  Knowledge  of  the  Soul,  we 
muft  not  give  ourfelves  the  Trouble  to  ask  Philofo- 
phers ;  they  have  fpoken  too  much  to  fpeak  Truth  ; 
the  natural  Bent,  and  different  Paflions  of  their  Soul, 
having  plunged  them  into  grofs  Errors,  and  inclined 
them  to  examine  Things  rather  with  Prejudice  than 
with  Care  and  Application. 

Their  Inclination  for  Greatnefs  and  Independency 
infenfibly  engaged  them  in  learning  of  vain  and  frivo¬ 
lous  Things  to  flatter  their  Secret  Pride,  and  make 
them  admired  of  all  the  World.  Thefe  Paflions 
have  made  them  go  befides  themlelves  to  reprefen t 
Matters,  not  as  they  were  in  reality,  to  form  a  true 
judgment  thereupon,  but  according  to  what  refem- 
blance  they  bore  to  their  own  Fancies,  or  thofe  they 
were  uni  ted  to,  either  by  Nature  or  Choice :  For  the 
natural  Communication  we  have  with  thofe  that  are 
-about  us,  by  the  refemblance  of  our  Temperament, 
Profelfion  and  falfe  Religion,  which  we  have  been 
brought  up  in,  is  for  the  moft  Part  the  Caufe  of  what 
Errors  we  daily  fall  into.  In 
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in  procefs  of  Time  we  comm  unicate  them  to  others, 
becaufe  they  have  been  communicated  to  us  and  we 
are  convinced  thereof,  becaufe  we  have  not  conlider- 
ed  them  with  Attention,  or  been  d  ifintereft  ed  enough 
tojudge  truly  ofthem.  TheLove  of  New  and  Extraor¬ 
dinary  Matters  engages  us  for  the  moft  Part  in  Favour 
of  wh  it  we  take  tor  hidden  Truths] j  and  I  do  own 
fincerely  that  every  Thing  that  has  the  Character  of 
Infinite ,  as  the  Soul,  is  able  to  trouble  our  Fancy,  and 
feduce  us,  unlefs  we  have  infallible  Principles  to 
guide  us  thro’  all  the  Difficulties  that  offer  on  this 

Subjea. 

For  how  is  it  probable  we  fhould  judge  which 
Opinion  concerning  the  Nature  and  Origin  ot  the  Soul 
comes  neareft  Truth  in  the  Books  that  are  extant  > 
But  without  confining  my  (elf  to  Pagan  Philofo- 
phers,  I  (hall  fay ,  that  feveral  Chriftians  have  believ¬ 
ed  that  the  Soul  was  a  Corporeal  Subftarxe,  made  of 
Fire  or  Air,  and  confequently  perilhabie,  as  a  certain 
Council  has  decided  againft  the  Pagans,  who  believed 
her  Incorporeal,  and  confequently  Immortal. 

Other  Chriftians  maintain  the  contrary,  and  fay 
with  the  latter  Councils,  that  fhe  is  Incorporeal,  and 
confequently  exempted  from  all  Accidents  that  are 
incident  to  the  Body.  Some  teach  that  according  to 
the  Scriptures  fhe  is  the  Blood  of  our  Veins,  becaufe 
the  Soul  forfakes  us  when  welofe  too  much  of  it. 

In  fine,  there  are  fo  many  different  Opinions  in  the 
Books  of  Chriftians  about  the  Nature  of  the  Soul, 
that  none  but  God  alone  knows  which  is  the  moft: 
true*  nay  ,’tis  a  great  Queftion  .  which  is  the  moft  like 
to  Truth. 

Yet  we  flatter  ourfelves  to  know  that  the  Soul  is 
what  makes  us  live,  feel,  move,  and  comprehend 
that  it  is  a  Subftance  that  occupies  another  in  all  its 
Parts  v  and  that  it  occupies  no  Place  as  a  Body,  becaufe 
it  is  indivifible,  even  according  to  the  Opinion  of  a 
certain  Pagan  Philofopher ;  but  that  it  has  only  an 
Excenfion  of  Life,  to  make  Ufe  of  St.  Auftitfs  Expref- 
l  ,  CL  2  fions> 
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Son,  that  it  never  refts,  that  Motion  is  infeparabll 
from  if,  that  we  ought  not  to  admire  at  its  being  cor 
tinually  in  Agitation,  becauie  it  draws  its*  Origin  frotr 
the  Celeftiai  Spirit  who  has  created  it,  and  made  in 
Nature  averfe  to  Lazinefs. 

/The  Origin  of  the  Soul  is  as  much  controverted  a 
itsTSJature;  lome  believe  that  it  proceeds  from  God 
being  a  Part  of  his  Subftance,  and  a  Spark  of  hii 
Divinity  :  Others  that  ’cis  Part  of  the  Soul  of  th 
World,  which  being  divided  between  all  animates 
Beings  thefe  Men  that  have  the  greateft  Share  of  i 
are  alio  the  greateft  Wits.  Some  have  fancied  tha 
all  Souls  were  created  at  once,  and  kept  in  the  Hea. 
vens  to  be  afterwards  diftributed  to  Bodies  that  fhoulc 
want  them  :  Others  that  they  are  created  and  placec 
in  the  Bodies  of  Children  in  the  very  Moment  ofthei 
Conception,  till  fucha  Time  as  alt  the  Parts tof  the 
Embrio  are  accomplifhed  and  fitted  for  its  Reception; 
Others,  that  it  is  derived  from  the  Soul  of  our  Parent::: 
by  the  Means  of  the  Seed.  In  fine,  there  are  fuch  ri 
diculous  Opinions  about  this  Matter,  that  I  fhaU 
lofe  Time  to  reckon  them  all  up. 

For  my  own  Parr,  after  having  been  examinee 
what  can  be  laid  of  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the 
Soul,  I  take  God  to  Witnefs,  to  make  life  of  St,; 
Jerome' s  ExpreiTion,  that  I  do  not  fee  any  Thing  that 
can  famfie'me  about  it.  And  indeed  ’tis  becoming 
Humane  Wifdom  to  own  fincerely  that  there  are 
fome  Things  we  know  not. 

But  however,  if  we  muft  confider  Man  as  he  is,  we 
ought  to  confider  him  ascompofed  of  Four  feverall 
Subftances.  . 

The  Underftanding,or,  ifyou  wilfthclntelligence,. 
is  the  Mill  refs  of  all,  being  an  Independent  and  Im¬ 
material  Part :  It  comes  from  without,  and  is  not 
Ways  tied  to  the  Matter,  as  the  other  Parts  are.  It 
is  lent  info  the  Body  of  the  Child,  when  it  begins  toi 
be  formed  in  its  Mother’s  Entrails,  as  an  Angel  orfirft 
Motor  that  goes  abapt  Building  an  Habitation  for 

its 
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its  Abode,  according  to  ' Tertullian ,  and  which  muft 
one  Day  give  an  Account  of  its  good  and  evil  AOi- 
ons.  ../  ■ 

The  Body  is  the  Slave,  it  fuffering  ail  the  Incon¬ 
veniences  we  are  fubjeO:  to,  and  obeying  in  the  Qua¬ 
lity  of  an  Inferiour  the  Laws  which  the  Superior 
Part  of  us  impoles  upon  it. 

The  Underftanding  and  Body  of  Man  arefodiftant 
from  one  another,  that  ’tis  impoffibie  they  Ihould 
ever  join  without  a  Band  that  might  bring  them 
nearer.  Thereforefomething  was  requiiite  that  might 
participate  of  both  Extremities  to  unite  them  one  to 
another.  The  Soul  and  the  Spirits  are  this  wonder¬ 
ful  tie  that  joins  the  Underftanding  to  the  Body  of 
Man. 

The  Soul  is  a  pure  Subftance,  and  as  the  Elixir  of 
all  our  Spirits.  The  Spirits  are  generated  from  the 
pureft  Part  of  the  Blood;  they  are  very  clear  and  fwift 
to  move  upon  the  leaft  Orders  of  the  Under  Hand¬ 
ing.  The  Heart  is  the  Part  that  falhions  the  Matter, 
the  Brain  perfefls  it,  and  the  Nerves  preferve 
the  Spirits,  and  carry  them  to  all  Parts  of  the 
Body. 

Becaufe  the  Soul  and  Spirits  unite  the  Underftand- 
ing  to  the  Body,  the  Soul  alfo  ferves  for  a  tie  to 
unite  the  Undeiftanding  to  the  Spirits,  and  the  Spi¬ 
rits  unite  the  Soul  and  Body,  lnfomuch,  that  the 
Soul,  according  to  this  Opinion,  approaches  nearer 
to  the  Subftance  of  the  Underftanding,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  Expreffion,  and  the  Spirits  nearer  to  that 
of  the  Body. 

Thus  the  Underftanding  and  the  Soul  are  quite 
different  Things  in  Man  *  we  do  alfo  obferve  that 
People  have  different  Terms  to  diftinguifh  them  by, 
when  they  fpeak  thereof  defignedly.  Indeed  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  that  what  makes  us  live,  is  fomething 
elfe  than  what  makes  us  think,  according  to  the  Re¬ 
flection  of  LaUantius^  for  the  Soul  is  at  Reft  in 
thole  that  Sleep,  when  the  Underftanding  is  per- 
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ceived  by  its  Funftion,  whereas  in  the  main  the  Un- 
derftanding  is,  as  ’twere,  extinft  when  the  Soul, 
does  not  aft  right.  The  Underftanding  and  the  Soul 
are  then  different  from  one  another,  if  I  may  fpeak  it 
once  mere,  becaufe  the  fir  ft  proceeds  from  God,  and 
the  other  is  communicated  by  the  means  of  the  Seed 
of  our  Parents. 

May  be  this  our  Opinion  of  the  Seeds  being  anima¬ 
ted  may  feem  ffrange,  if  we  do  not  Ihew  good  Rea- 
fons  to  evince  the  Truth  of  it. 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  Spirits  enter  our  Compofiti- 
on,  as  Hyppccrates  teaches,  and  that  our  Parts  are 
animated,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  all  the  World, 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  in  my  Judgment,  but  the 
Seed  is  animated ,  becaufe  3tis  almoft  nothing  elfe  bun 
Spirits. 

Befides,  if  the  Seed  of  Plants  has  a  Principle  of 
Motion,  that  makes  them  bud,  who  can  deny  but 
the  Seed  of  Man  has  more  to  animate  it,  and  make  it 
aft?  You  may  call  it,  if  you  pleafe,  a  Part  of  the 
Creature,  according  to  Arijiotle ,  becaufe  ’tis  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Caufe  of  its  Motion  and  Property  of  the  Soul. 

On  the  other  Hand,  we  perceive  in  the  Pleafures 
we  take  with  Women  fomerhing  to  part  from  our 
very  Soul,  which  makes  us  leap  for  Joy,  afterwards 
we  are  dejefted  and  languifhing,  our  Eyes  are  wea¬ 
kened,  and  we  arefenfible  that  our  Soul  is  concerned  * 
which  makes  us  believe  that  the  Soul,  fhut  up  in 
Seed,  is  a  Diftillation  of  our  Soul,  as  the  Matter 
of  this  fame  Seed  is  an  Extraft  and  Elixir  of  our 
Body. 

For  who  can  imagine  that  Nature  can  pafs  from 
one  place  to  another  but  by  a  Medium  that  doth  par¬ 
ticipate  of  the  Two  Extremities ;  and  that  the  Father 
being  animated  as  well  as  the  Son,  can  produce  this 
fame  Son,  except  the  Seed  of  the  firft,  that  ferved 
for  a  Means  to  the  Two  Perfons,  was  animated 
,f?  ...  .  .....  ■  ..  ■ 
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Moreover,  whence  proceeds  the  inordinate  Love 
of  a  Young  Man,  that  refembles  very  much  his  Fa¬ 
ther  in  this  Paflion  of  the  Soul  >  Whence  comes  alfo 
this  extraordinary  Ambition,  fo  Natural  to  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  if  thefe  Two  Pafficns  which  predominate  do 
not  flow  from  the  Soul  of  both  the  one  and  the 
other  ? 

Indeed,  Experience  teaches  us,  that  even  Beafts 
of  different  Kinds  produce  a  Third  that  has  a  mixed 
InftinH;  and  if  there  be  Variety  in  the  Bodies, 
there  is  no  lefs  in  the  Souls  by  the  Mixture  of  the 
Two  Matters  and  Two  Souls  of  the  Brutes. 

We  know  alfo  by  the  fame  Experience,  that  every 
Thing  in  the  World  produces  its  like :  And  I  can¬ 
not  lee  any  Reafbn  why,  of  all  Animated  Things, 
Man  Ihould  be  deprived  of  this  Advantage. 

In  one  Word,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  fpeak  of 
Seneca’s  Perfwalion,  the  Seed  has  a  Soul  that  is 
the  Principle  of  a  Man  to  come ;  it  preferves  all  the 
Idea  of  him  in  its  Matter,  it  contains  the  very 
Beard  and  Grey  Hairs.  In  fine,  the  Child  that  is 
not  yet  formed  is  buried  entirely  in  the  Seed.  The 
Features  of  its  Body  are  already  pointed  out;  and  one 
may  lay,  that  this  Seed  includes  at  the  fame  Time 
the  Child,  the  Young  Man,  and  the  Old. 

This  Confideration  made  Ovid  reproach  Vonticus 
with  his  ugly  Cuftom  of  deftroying  a  Man  with 
his  Fingers.  Indeed,  3tis  not  allowed  by  the  Law 
to  pollute  one’sfelf,  becaufe,  according  to  Tertullian , 
Ms  a  Prepofterous  Murther  to  prevent  a  Man’s  being 
Born  after  this  Manner. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  the  Seed  of  Man 
is  animated,  but  that  tis  only  animated  in  Power; 
that  is  to  fay,  as  Vompanatius  explains  it,  that  it 
only  wants  neceflary  Organs  to  exert  its  A&ions  ; 
but  the  Seed  of  both  Sexes  being  mixt,  the  Organs 
of  its  Motion,  that  were  before  buried  in  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  difengage  from  it,  and  manifeft  themielves  by 
I  it  i  V  a  4  their 
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their  fenfible  Motions  5  infomuch  that  in  the  very 
Conception  the  Seed  ceales  to  be  what  it  was,  and! 
becomes  what  it  was  not  •,  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  Soul! 
of  the  Seed  begins  then  to  give  Proofs  of  its  Prefence,,  j 
whereas  it  was  before  buried  in  the  Lumber  of  the 
Matter. 

The  Seed  is  like  unto  an  Architeft,  to  make  ufe 
of  Ariffotles  Companion,  who  keeps  the  Defign  of 
the  Edifice  he  is  a  going  about  to  build,  in  his  Me¬ 
mory,  and  when  he  meets  with  an  Opportunity  to 
rear  it,  he  makes  a  Material  that  has  all  the  Meafures 
and  Dimenfions  like  unto  the  Idea  he  formed  of  it. 

All  that  can  be  fa  id  againft  thefe  Principles,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Opinion  of  fome,  would  only  be  a  Wrong 
offered  to  God  by  our  own  Ignorance  $  for  if  God  has 
commanded  Nature,  which  is  only  the  Secret  Order 
of  his  Providence,  by  which  all  Things  are  what 
they  are,  and  do  what  they  ought  to  do ;  if  it  has 
pleafed  him,  1  fay,  to  command  it  to  make  all 
Things  grow  and  multiply  by  producing  every  one 
its  like,  I  cannot  fee  why  this  Commandment  fbould 
take  Place  in  all  Things  but  in  reafcnable  Crea¬ 
tures. 


ART.  V. 

Of  the  Menfirucus  Blood.  -  \ 

*S *  * 

NAture  not  being  fatisfied  to  produce  Matter  fit 
to  engender  in  Men-and  Women,  ordered  alfo 
Women  to  produce  wherewithal  to  keep  them  after 
Conception,  and  to  nourifh  them  when  they  are 
Born.  The  Terms  which  flow  fo  regularly  every 
Month  in  healthy  Women  when  neither  breeding, 
nor  too  old,  is  like  unto  the  Blood  of  a  Viffim 
that  is  newly  killed,  being  a  Portion  of  the  arterial 

Blood. 
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Blood.  ’Tis  true,  that  fometimes  they  difcharge 
themfelves  this  way  of  all  the  Impurities  contained 
in  the  Body,  but  then  this  Blood  appears  muddy  and 

corrupted. 

Although  we  obferve  Fruit  on  fome  Trees  without 
Flowers,  and  fome  Women  to  have  conceived  with¬ 
out  having  their  Terms,  yet  the  Terms  in  Women 
commonly  precede  Conception,  and  are  for  the  mofl: 
Part  a  Sign  of  Fertility. 

This  Blood  is  commonly  fuperfluous  by  its  Plenty. 
The  Reafon  of  its  Periodical  Evacuations  feems  to  be 
fomething  very  hidden, 1  becaufe  there  are  fo  many 
different  Opinions  about  it  in  the  Writings  of  Phyfi- 
cians. 

1.  Some  fay,  that  fdienefs,  good  Chear,  a  cold 
and  moift  Temperament,  do  not  a  little  contribute 
to  thefe  Evacuations,  they  not  diffipating  all  the 
Blood  they  generate.  All  that  remains  fuperfluous 
after  Nourifhment,  making  by  degrees  a  confiderable 
Plenitude,  comes  at  la  If  to  fuch  a  degree  of  Plenty, 
that  at  the  end  of  a  Month,  or  thereabouts,  Nature 
being  as  ’twere  over-burdened,  Women  difcharge 
themfelves  thereof  by  places  appointed  for  this  Eva¬ 
cuation. 

2.  Others  believe,  that  what  caufes  the  Flowers 
in  Women,  is  not  only  the  Plenty  of  Blood,  but  of¬ 
ten  a  manifeft,  and  dometimes  an  occult  Quality. 
Infomuch  that  the  Menftruous  Blood  being  ftiarp, 
penetrating,  corrofive  and  malign,  there  is  no  room 
to  doubt  but  it  may  in  Time  open  the  Veffels  of  the 
Womb  to  make  its  Paffage,  and  to  deliver  Women 
by  this  means  from  the  Evil  Accidents  they  might 
fall  into  if  the  Blood  fbould  flay,  as  being  an  Enemy 
to  Nature.  Whence  it  proceeds  that  fome  have  dif 
charged  it  through  different  Parts  of  the  Body,  Nature 
not  being  able  to  fuffer  this  Excrement  amongft  its 
purer  Liquors. 
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They  add,  that  we  ought  not  to  call  the  ill  Qua¬ 
lity  of  the  Terms  into  queftion,  if  we  confider  with 
what  Trouble  and  Sorrow  Women  difcharge  them- 
felves  thereof,  what  Faintnefs  they  undergo,  and 
how  ill  they  look  at  fuch  Times.  And  oblerving  that 
Women  in  this  Condition  make  a  Vine  die  only  by 
touching  it,  and  render  a  Tree  barren.  Wine  loure, 
Iron  and  Steel  tufty *  that  the  Terms  cauie  Abortions 
in  fome,  and  render  others  Barren  *  that  they  darken 
Glals,  and  the  Luftre  of  a  Looking  Glals,  and  Polifh- 
ed  Ivory  5  that  they  make  Dogs  run  mid,  and  render 
Men  fooliOi,  if  one  or  the  other  taftes  of  this  Blood * 
in  fine,  that  they  cauls  a  great  many  other  Accidents*, 
one  may  fay,  that  an  ill  Quality  is  the  Reafon  of 
fuch  periodical  Evacuations. 

3.  Others  afcribe  the  flowing  of  the  Terms  to  fu- 
periour  Caufes,  and  believe,  that  the  Moon  is  Mi- 
ftrels  of  thofe  Motions  which  we  obferve  in  them  * 
becaufe  the  Sea  ebbs  and  flows,  the  Bones  of  Crea¬ 
tures  are  fuller  of  Marrow,  Trees  have  more  Sap, 
and  Women  fufFer  the  Evacuation  of  Humours  at  full 
Moon  looner  than  at  any  other  Time.  Infomuch 
that  the  Moon  having  a  great  Influence  on  moift 
Things,  Women  that  are  of  a  cold  and  moift  Tem¬ 
per  are  confequentiy  proper  for  the  Impreffions  of 
this  Planet,  when  doubtlefs  it  makes  them  fenfible  of 
the  Effe&s  of  its  Power. 

^  4.  Laflly,  others  do  think  that  there  is  lotnething 
Bidden  and  unknown  in  the  Caufe  of  the  Terms ;  and 
that  ’tis  rather  the  Law  of  Nature  than  any  other 
Thing,  that  impofes  this  Neceffity  and  Inconveniency 
together  upon  Women.  For  they  remark,  that  there 
are  Women  as  dry  and  as  hot  as  Men*  that  fome  fare 
and  work  hard ,  and  breed  heverthelefs :  The  Blood 
of  the  Terms  is  not  fo  bad  as  they  imagine,  provided 
Women  are  healthy,  becaule  it  lerves  for  nourilhing 
of  the  Child  in  the  Womb,  and  that  afterwards  feeds 
it  vtua  ivlilk  from  their  Breafts. 

The 
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The  Moon  is  not  always  Miftrels  of  the  TermsJ 
they  flow  as  well  in  the  laft  Quarter,  as  at  New  and 
Full  Moon  inlbmuch  that  after  all  they  find  them- 
felves  obliged  to  believe,  that  God,  or  rather  Nature, 
bj  Orders  unknown  to  us,  communicates  a  Ne- 
ceflity  to  Women  to  purge  themfelves  every  Month. 

But  all  thefe  different  Opinions  do  not  fatisfie 
thofe  that  ate  defirous  to  dive  into  the  Secrets  of  Na* 
ture.  They  have  all  inlurmountable  Difficulties} 
and,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  none  of  them  pleafe  me. 
We  muff  therefore  leek  out  fome  other  Caufe  of  the 
Motion  of  the  Terms  in  a  Maiden  of  Fifteen  Years, 
who  continues  to  purge  regutarly  during  fome  part  of 
her  Life. 

If  I  can  eftablifh  well  what  I  think,  viz.  that  the 
flowing  of  the  Terms  is  only  produced  by  a  Fermen¬ 
tation  caufed  by  the  Seed  of  the  laid  Maiden  in  the 
whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  I  am  perfwaded  I  have  found 
out  the  trueft  Reafon  for  thefe  Periodical  Evacu¬ 
ations. 

To  illuftrate  this  Difficulty,  we  ought  to  know* 
that  the  Blood  is  greatly  difpofed  to  ferment,  both 
according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  contrary  to  its 
lawful  Decrees.  We  find  the  fir  ft  Way  conftantly  by 
rhe  Motion  of  our  Heart,  and  Pulfe  of  our  Arteries, 
and  we  have  but  too  much  Experience  of  the  fecond 
in  Continual  and  Intermitting  Fevers. 

The  Ferment  of  the  Heart  and  other  Bowels  agi¬ 
tates  the  Blood  by  agreeable  Ebullitions,  depraved 
Phlegm  makes  it  rife  every  Day  after  a  grievous 
manner,  Choler  One  Day  in  Two,  and  Melancholy 
the  Third;  and laftly,  the  Seed  of  «#  Woman  caufej 
it  to  ferment  only  after  Twenty-five  or  Thirty 

Days. 

The  Seed,  as  we  have  faid  elfewhere,  b^ing  of  a 
very  infipid  and  mackifh  Tafte,  and  fomewhat  bi  ter, 
known  by  its  difagreeable  Smell,  makes  the  Bio,  d 
feeth  by  thefe  Properties  and  extravafate. 
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Let  us  examine  this  Matter  fomething  clofer,  and 
let  us  fee  bow  the  Seed  of  a  Young  Virgin  can  com¬ 
municate  itfelf  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  in  order 
to  l'well  and  ferment  it  when  her  Courfes  are  ready 
to  come  forth. 

’Tis  known  by  the  exa£l  Defcription  we  have  made 
of  the  Veflels  ofthe  Womb,  that  thofe  called  Blood- 
veflels,  and  defending  from  the  Upper-parts,  have 
Two  Ramifications,  whereof  one  goeth  to  the  Tefti¬ 
cles,.  and  the  other  to  the  Womb.  The  firft,  as  well 
as  the  latter,  is  compofed  of  an  Artery,  Vein,  Nerve, 
and  Lymphatick  Veflel.  The  Artery  and  Nerve  bring 
Matter  to  the  Tefticles  for  the  Elaboration  of  Seed, 
the  Vein  and  Lymphatick  Veflel  bring  back  the  refi- 
du£  of  Liquor  the  Tefticles  do  not  deem  proper  for 
the  Nourilhment  of  its  Subftance,  or  fit  for  its  life* 
infomuch  that  this  Matter  being  infefted,  if  we  may 
fpeak  fo,  with  a  Subtil  and  Seminary  Vapour  from 
the  Tefticle,  mounting  upwards,  mixes  with  the 
Blood,  either  in  the  defending  Part  of  the  Cava,  or 
in  one  of  the  Emulgents,  to  communicate  to  either 
Side  the  Spirits  and  Leaven  which  has  been  drawn 
froth  the  Tefticle  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood. 

r  <  •  t  $  • »  *t- 

The  fame  Reafon  may  be  given  for  W  omens  Chear- 
fulnefs,  Brisknefs,  Valour  and  Boldnefs,  for  the  Sul¬ 
phurous  and  Spirituous  Vapours  of  ihe  Seed  mixing 
with  the  Blood  excite  and  ferment  it,  which  on  one 
Side  forwards  the  Terms,  and  on  the  other  caufes 
what  we  find  agreeable  and  engaging  in  Women. 

The  Matter  that  comes  back  from  the  Tefticles  is 
afterwards  carried  all  the  Body  over  by  the  Motion 
vof  the  Heart,  and  other  Bowelsl  It  moiftens  every 
Fart  by  the  Way,  which  by  this  Reafon  become  more 
Jieated,  and  full  of  Spirits  j  infomuch  that  a  Young 
Girl  of  Thirteen,  which  is  the  Time  the  Tefticles 
begin  to  have  Strength  to  lend  Vapours  through  all 
the  Body,  is  rendered  more  Aftive  and  Amorous  than 
Ihe  was  before  5  nay,  (he  would  even  be  on  the  Of- 
fenfive  Side  of  Love,  if  Modefty  and  good  Manners 
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did  not  retain  her.  Nature,  who  is  noways  Idle, 
difpoiing  her  at  fuch  Time  to  the  Propagation  pf 
Mankind,  by  heating  her  Privities,  and  bunging  con¬ 
tinually  Matter  thither  fit  for. the  Perpetuation  of 
the  Species. 

This  Seminal  Matter  mixing  every  Day  little  by 
little  with  her  Blood,  difpoles  this  laft  Liq&of  to  a 
Fermentation,  till  fuch  a  Time  as  a  fufficient  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Spermatick  Vapours  being  mixed  therewith, 
may  perfe&  the  Ebullition,  and  accomplifh  it  for  its 
flowing  out  of  the  Voflels  Nature  has  defined  Tor 
fuch  an  Evacuation.  The  Wine  that  boils  ip  a  Ffdgf- 
head  makes  a  Paflage  through  the  fmall  Crevifes,  and 
evacuates  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  M  ufl  to  procure  a 
Calm  to  the  reft.  Thus  the  Blood  Hubbles  up  by  the 
Ferments  fpoken  of,  and  makes  its  Way  through  the 
Extremities  of  the  VefTels  of  the  Womb  •,  and  after 
the  worft  is  evacuated,  the  reft  ‘  is  quiet  another 
Month,  or  thereabouts,  when  a  new  Ferment  (hall 
make  that  work,  and  flow  out  affo:  Fpr  if  we  refleO: 
upon  the  Qualities  of  a  Woman’s  “Seed,  wemuft  a- 
gree  that  this  Leaven  has  not  Strength  enough  to 
eaufe  any  fwifter  Motions.  '  , .  ,  " 

If  the  Blood  is  in  a  juft  Temperament,  as  it  hap¬ 
pens  in  Healthy  Women,  Fermentation  js  foon  brought 
about,  and  the  Evacuation  of  the  Coiirfes  finilhes  in 
ThreeorFour  Days  Time  5  but  if  the  Blood  is  full  of 
Excrements,  Crudities,  or  Phlegm,  there  is  no  Pro¬ 
bability  of  its  heating  and  ferrrienting  fpeedilv.  Its 
Fermentation  lafts  then  feveral  Days,  and  the  Evacu¬ 
ation  is  very  painful.  This  Blood  is  like  unto  Muft, 
that  has  been  but  lately  exprcfled  from  the  Grapes ; 
put  it  to  the  Fire  ’twill  not  en flame,  and  heats  not 
but  with  iome  Difficulty.  To  the  contrary,  if  the 
Blood  contains  Biiious  and  Sulphureous  Matters,  the 
Fermentation  will  be  fwifter,  and  the  Woman  that  is 
troubled  therewith  will  he  affli&ed  with  Head-achs, 
Pain  in  the  Loins  and  Privities,  which  will  fometimes 
(well  by  Reafon  of  the  Iharpnefs  of  Humours  that 
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flow  out.  Thefe  Accidents  the  Terms  caufe  in  a  fick- 
ly  Woman,  but  all  is  pure  in  a  healthy  one;  and  her 
Flowers  being  Vermillion,  and  as  fine  as  the  Blood 
that  remains  in  the  Veins,  bring  nothing  but  Joy  and 
Brisknels. 

1.  This  Opinion  will  not  feem  well  enough 
grounded  by  all  that  we  have  faid,  without  we  bring 
Reafons  to  confirm  it.  One  of  the  chiefefi  that  may 
bealledged  is,  that  all  Women  are  fubjeft  to  a  kind 
of  Fever  during  the  Time  of  their  Courfes,  or  elfe  to 
an  Univerfal  Movement  that  bears  great  Affinity  with 
it,  which  (hews  that  there  is  at  fiich  a  Time  a  Fer¬ 
mentation  in  the  whole  Mafs  of  the  Blood. 

2.  Again,  if  it  be  true,  as  I  have  faid,  that  the 
Blood  bubbles  up  in  the  Veins  of  Women  for  the  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  their  Terms,  only  by  Means  of  the  Seed 
mixed  with  it,  ’tis  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  to 
have  this  Seed  before  they  can  give  any  Proof  of  their 
Fruitfulnels  by  the  flowing  of  their  Courfes.  For 
this  Reafon  fome  Women  bring  Fruit  without  Flow¬ 
ers,  becaufe  they  have  not  Seed  enough  to  excite  the 
Terms,  but  Quantity  fufficient  to  form  an  Infant} 
witnels  Montaubaris  Wife,  mentioned  by  Rodelet> 
that  was  brought  to  Bed  Twelves  Times,  and  another 
mentioned  of  Joubert ,  that  had  Eighteen  Children, 
though  both  were  wholly  Ignorant  what  Flowers  of 
Women  were. 

3.  Befides,  a  Young  Maid  of  Fifteen  becomes 
Vigorous  and  Daring,  whereas  fome  Years  before 
file  was  Timid  and  Cowardly.  The  Voice  grows 
ftronger,  her  Eyes  becomes  fparkling,  the  Colour 
of  her  Face  is  lively,  (he  is  of  a  Gay  Humour, 
Proud  of  (hewing  her  Bofom,  that  fwells  little  by 
little,  to  fignifie  that  (he  is  fit  to  be  counted  a  Wo¬ 
man}  her  Breaft  is  rifen  to  the  Height  of  Two 
Fingers  breadth,  and  her  feething  Blood  is  ready 
to  extravafate.  Nay,  Iht  gives  Proofs  of  the  fe- 
cret  Fires  Nature  has  kindled  in  her  Bofom  to 
ha  Mother}  and  as  fome  fmall  Heats  and  Paffions 
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are  Natural  to  her.  at  fuch  a  Time,  (he  ought  to  be 
clofely  watched  that  (he  may  not  be  wanting  in 
what  is  feemiy  in  the  Sex ;  but  for  the  moft  Part  aE 
Care  and  Strict nefs  is  baffled  by  her  Contrivances. 

Indeed,  the  Seed  of  a  Young  Maid  being  mixed 
with  her  Blood,  not  only  makes  it  ferment,  but  alio 
heaves  her  Breafts,  heats  her  Fancy,  and  infpires  her 
with  Love,  in  order  to  perpetuate  herfelf  by  Means 
of  Generation. 

4.  ’Twas  certainly  for  want  of  Seed  that  Thaetufa 
miffed  her  Terms  at  the  Flower  of  her  Age,  and 
became  fo  dry  by  mourning  for  the  Abfence  of  hat 
Husband,  that  the  Tefticles,  without  doubt,  being 
deprived  of  their  ufual  Fun&ion,  and  turning  he- 
flick  and  deficcated,  were  not  longer  in  a  Condition 
to  furnifh  Matter  to  ferment  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood,  fothat  (he  was  no  more  a  Woman  in  regard 
to  her  Courfes.  She  alfo  loft  her  Temperament 
fo  far  as  to  affume  that  of  a  Man,  without  chang¬ 
ing  her  Sex,  being  all  over  Hairy,  and  having  3 
'  great  Beard,  as  Hyppocrates  reports. 

5.  Laftiy,  if  it  is  true  what  is  recorded  by  Phy- 
ficians,  viz.  that  Women  that  have  their  Womb 

l  and  Tefticles  taken  out  have  had  no  Terms,  Mo¬ 
tions,  or  Efforts,  which  Nature  makes  from  Time 
to  Time  to  difcharge  the  fuperfluous  Blood,  one 
ought  to  believe  alfo,  that  the  Principal  Parts 
that  contributed  to  ferment  the  Blood  in  the  Veins 
being  loft,  thefe  Periodical  Evacuations  have  beer* 
ftopt  by  the  fame  Reafon.  Experience  teaches  us, 

\  that  if  the  Egg-baj*  is  torn  from  Hens  they  lay  no 
1  more  Eggs ;  and  as  this  Part  in  Birds  bears  fome 
,  Refemblance  to  the  Tefticles  of  Women,  there  is 
:  no  doubt  but  by  taking  away  of  thefe  Parrs  they 
1  lofe  what  contributes  to  the  Generation  of  Seed, 
i  the  Power  of  perpetuating  themfelves,  and  alfo 
1  their  Right  of  being  reputed  Women,  by  Reafon  of 
>i  the  want  of  thefe  Periodical  Flowings. 

p  '  Therefore 
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Therefore  it  is  certain,  that  the  moft  fubtil  Portion 
of  Woman’s  Seed,  or ,  if  you  will-,  the  Seminal  Va¬ 
pours,  are  the  Principal  Caufe  of  the  Terms,  and  than 
the Confticution,  Plenty  of  Blood,  Influence  of  the; 
.Scars,  and  other  Reafons  that  are  commonly  given 
for  this  Matter,  are  only  remote,  and  Second  Caufes 
thereof  •,  which  may  contribute  to  render  the  Terms 
more  or  lefs  abounding,  or  make  them  flow  foonec 
or  later. 

The  Quantity  of  Menftruous  Blood  ought  not  to; 
furpafs  Eighteen  or  Twenty  Ounces-,  this  Quantity 
is  not  equal  in  all  Women,  fome  lofe  much  in  a  great 
while,  and  others  little  in  a  little  while.  I  know 
that  Madamoijelle  L—  -  ■  has  but  Twelve  Days  in  at 
Month  free ;  the  Terms  being  fo  Plenty  during  Eigh¬ 
teen  Days,  that  they  may  be  ranked  amongft  Things 
that  happen  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature.  Nei¬ 
ther  can  any  Thing  be  determined,  either  as  to  tb®> 
Quantity,  or  to  the  Time,  the  Terms  ought  to  laft. 
Health,  Sicknefs,  Conftitution,  Way  of  Living,  Em¬ 
ployments,  Climates,  Seafori,  Temperature  of  the. 
Air,  and  feveral  other  Things,  caufing  an  Alteration, 
in  all  Sorts  of  Evacuations.' 


A  R  T.  VI. 

Curious  Obfervations  of  the  feveral  Period  of  the 

formation  of  the  Foetus. 

- 

EVery  Part  and  Humour  is  difpoled  for  Generation; 

in  the  one  or  the  other  Sex.  The  Young  Man; 
being  in  a  Condition  to  Copulate,  and  the  Young; 
Woman  prompted  by  Nature  to  Generation  *  (he  be¬ 
ing  thus  difpofed,  a  Imall  Matter  will  get  a  Child,, 
and  her  Amorous  Parts  are  in  fuch  a  Difpolition  to 
form  it  ,  that  (he  will  conceive  at  the  leaft  Approach 
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of  a  Man.  One  may  compare  ber  Amorous  Parts  to 
a  Piece  of  Amber  heated  by  rubbing,  which  will  at- 
tra&  a  Straw  as  foon  as  you  will  put  it  thereunto. 

The  Woman  then  has  no  fooner  received  the 
Matter  from  the  Man  by  fuch  an  .  Amorous  Al¬ 
liance,  but  ’tis  preffed  on  all  Sides  to  make  it  (wiftly 
pafs  in  either  of  the  Ejaculatory  Veflels,  to  the  End 
that  being  mixed  with  hers,  it  may  caufe  Concep¬ 
tion. 

It  is  in  One  of  thefe  Conduits  that  the  Principles 
of  our  Body  and  Soul  unite  *  and  ’tis  alfo  in  that  very 
Moment,  that  God,  who  knows  every  Thing  we  do, 
feemsto  be,  as  it  were,  obliged  to  fend  anllnderfhnd- 
ing  thither,  which  according  to  the  Opinion  oi  Gre¬ 
gorius  NiJJems  is  to  take  Care  of  all  the  Organs  of 
the  Body,  where  to  lodge  them,  to  be  afterwards  able 
to  rule  irs  Operations  and  Manners  ^  to  the  End,  adds 
he  in  another  Place,  that  it  may  not  One  Day  find 
fault  with  God  for  having  put  it  in  fuch  a  Body  and 
Soul  as  are  not  difpofed  to  fallow  its  Secret  Piecepts 
and  Interior  Motions. 

A  Man  that  has  himfelf  made  the  Inftrument  he 
plays  upon,  has  no  Reafon  to  complain  if  it  does  not 
agree  in  all  its  Parts ;  he  was  Matter  of  his  Matter, 
and  he  might  employ  and  difpofe  of  it  as  he  fliould 
judge  molt  fitting,  infomuch  that  he  has  nobody  to 
blame  but  himfelf  for  the  Faultinefs  of  his  Inftrument, 
or  irs  falfe  Harmony. 

But  this  Subjefl  being  of  itfelf  very  intricate,  and 
including fome New  Opinions,  lam  refolved  to  di¬ 
vide  it  into  Four  Articles,  where,  as  much  as  in  me 
lyes,  I  (hall  make  appear  the  Steps  and  Degrees  ot 
Nature  in  the  forming  of  us  in  our  Mother’s  Womb. 

Becaule  1  may  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourfe  (land 
in  need  of  the  Word  Conception  to  exprefs  myfelfon 
the  Subjeft  I  treat  of,  I  am  afraid  the  Mind  of  the 
Reader  may  often  be  in  fuf  pence  upon  the  divers  Signi¬ 
fications  I  allow  this  Word,  without  being  advertized 
beforehand  :  Therefore  '*hen  I  fay,  that  a  Woman 
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J’ath  conceived,  and  that  her  Conception  is  Advanta¬ 
geous,  I  take  this  Term  in  an  A&ive  Signification ; 
but  when  I  lay  that  our  Conception  is  accomplifhed 
in  the  Cornua  of  the  Woman’s  Matrix ,  and  not  in  the 
Matrix ,  as  People  have  been  hitherto  perfuaded,  then 
it  has  a  quite  oppofite  Signification,  and  ought  to  be 
taken  in  the  Pa  (five. 

The  Firft  Degree  of  the  Formation  of  the  Foetus. 

NOthing  feems  more  certain  to  me -than  to  fay 
that  Conception  is  a  Mixture  of  the  Man’s  and 
the  Woman’s  Seed  ;  and  nothing  more  uncertain  or 
more  hidden  than  the  Place  where  Conception  is  made. 

It  has  been  believed  hitherto,  that  the  Womb  was 
the  Place  where  we  began  tobe  formed,  becaufe Chil¬ 
dren  have  always  been  found  in  its  Cavity  ;  and  no¬ 
body  ever  fancied  that  Conception  could  be  any  where 
elfe ;  for  tho’  Children  have  been  feen  in  the  Horns  of 
the  Womb,  yet  it  has  been  deem’d  to  be  contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  that  Providence  by  its  fecret 
Orders  never  deftin’d  fuch  a  Place  for  the  Beginning 
of  Life.  I  own  that  the  Opinion  which  puts  the  Place 
of  Conception  out  of  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb  is  full 
of  Difficulties,  and  that  there  are  ft  tong  Reafons  and 
faithful  Experiments  required  to  convince  us  thereof. 

Since  there  has  never  been  any  Seed  found  in  the 
Cavity  of  the  Womb  after  Amorous  Embraces,  whereas 
ir  may  always  be  found  in  the  Horns,  provided  the 
Woman  is  fruitful  it  muft  be  granted  that  we  are  ra¬ 
ther  formed  in  thofe  little  Conduits,  than  in  any  0-1 
ther  Place.  la 

Indeed  the  Exa&nefs  I  have  ufed  in  differing  feve- 
ral  Bitches  immediately  after  being  warded,  has  con¬ 
firmed  me  in  the  Opinion  I  am,  viz,  that  the  fame 
happened  to  Women ;  and  that  Conception  was  rather 
made  in  the  Horns,  Tub#,  or  Ejaculatory  VefTels  of  the 
Womb,  call  them  what  you  will,  than  in  the  Cavity 
of  rViis  Part. 

No  Blood  pafTes  fwifter  in  the  Arteries,  no  Chyle 

diftiibutes  focner  in  the  Ljfteal  VefTels,  than  the 

Male’s 
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Male’s  Seed  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  Matrix  of  Ani¬ 
mals  ;  which  made  Harvey  believe,  who  differed  a 
great  many  Hinds,  that  Conception  was  made  after  a 
different  Manner  than  what  People  had  fancied  before 
him.  He  believed,  but  after  a  particular  Manner, 
that  fince  he  did  not  meet  either  with  the  Cock’s  or 
the  Staggs  Seed  in  the  Secret  Parts  of  the  Hen  and 
Hind  after  having  copulated,  that  the  Seed  of  tbd 
Male  either  did  not  enter  into  thefe  Places,  or  if  it  en- 
rred,  it  went  out  again,  only  leaving  behind  its  ImpreT 
lion  and  Character.  Hence  he  form'd  this  Opinion,  that 
Generation  was  perform’d  after  the  fame  Manner  as  a 
Man  InfeUed  with  the  Plague  communicates  his 
Diftemper  to  another,  viz.  by  Contagion,  or  lome  Iri- 
vifible  Spirits,  or  elfe  as  a  Thread  that  has  but  touch¬ 
ed  a  Loadftone  attraQs  another  Thread  by  the  Vertue 
that  is  communicated  to  it;  fo  that,  adds  he,  the  Con¬ 
ception  of  an  Infant  is  juft  as  that  of  our  Thoughts* 
Our  Eyes  fee  ObjeQs,  our  Memory  preserves  the 
Idea’s  of  them,  and  our  Souls  conceive  the  Cohfd- 
quences :  After  the  fame  Manner  we  touch  a  Wo* 
man  to  impregnate  her,  and  (he  does  not  conceive 
becaufe  the  Seed  of  the  Man  is  offered  to  the  Matrix^ 
but  becaufe  it  has  touched  her,  and  communicated 
its  Vertue  unto  her.  Tis  upon  this  Account,  fays  he, 
that  tbs  Twentieth  Egg  of  a  Hen  is  Fruitful  by  the 
fmpreiTion  of  the  Cock’s  Seed  made  upon  the  Body  of 
the  Hen,  which  only  has  been  touched  thereby  one 
Angle  Time. 

But  without  confining  myfelfto  this  Opinion, which 
appears  too  Metaphyfical  for  Natural  Works,  let  us 
proceed  to  prove  that  the  Union  of  the  Man’s  and 
Woman’s  Seed,  which  we  call  Conception,  is  made 
after  another  Manner. 

It.  ’Tis  commonly  obferved,  that  Women  afe  mofd 
Amorous  before  or  after  Terms  than  at  any  otbef 
Time  ,  Nature  prompting  them  at  Inch  d  Time 
rriote  to  Copulation  %  they  ate  alfo  then  more  iubje££ 
to  conceive. 

R  2  %,  If 
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2.  If  the  E 'cetus  was  formed  in  the  Cavity  of  the 
Womb,  what  Probability  would  there  be  of  its  refill¬ 
ing  the  Flux  of  the  Terms,  which  muff  run  in  great 
Plenty  from  the  Bottom  of  this  Part  ?  The  Infant  that 
is  to  come  would  bedeftroyed  thereby,  and  the  Womb 
being  all  moiftened,  would  not  be  able  to  retain  it.  or 
prevent  its  going  out  with  the  Blood,  and  then  no 
Conception  would  happen  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Terms,  which  is  contrary  to  Experience.  It  would  be 
the  fame  at  the  latter  End  of  Menftruation,  for  the 
Womb  is  ftill  at  fuch  a  Time  too  moift  to  keep  the 
Prefent  that  has  been  made  it ;  it  would  receive  it 
better  a  Fortnight  after,  becaule  being  then  more  dry, 
It  would  be  more  difpos’d  to  prefs  the  Seed  that  is 
Communicated  to  it. 

But  fince  Experience  teaches  us,  that  Conception 
does  not  fo  often  happen  between  the  Terms  as  im¬ 
mediately  before  or  after,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  Conception  is  made  in  fome  other  Place  than  the 
Womb;  I  cannot  fix  upon  a  better  Part  than  the  Horns, 
wherein  Children  have  often  been  found  :  For  at  the 
beginning  or  ending  of  the  Terms,  all  the  VelTels  of 
the  Womb  are  open,  either  to  difcharge  fuperfiuous 
Humours,orelfe  to  receive  what  Seed  is  prefentedyo 
them. 

After  this  Manner  the  Tcetus  may  avoid  the  Dif- 
orders  that  happen  in  the  beginning  of  Breeding ; 
whereas  it  muff  needs  be  liable  thereunto  if  it  began 
to  be  formed  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb. 

3.  The  Ancients  knew  as  well  as  we  that  the  Ma¬ 
trix  of  Women  had  but  One  Cavity,  yet  they  have 
left  us  in  Writing,  that  Women  felt  more  Pain  and 
Motion  on  the  one  fide  than  the  other,  which  agrees 
with  Modern  Experience-,  for  thofe  Phyficians  that 
have  made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  know  the  Efte£ts 
and  Circumftances  of  Breeding,  have  learned,  that 
Women  feel ,  for  the  moll  part ,  more  Motion  in 
one  Part  of  the  Belly  than  the  other.  The  Infant 
beginning  to  ftir  more  by  the  Motion  of  its  Heart,  and 

its 


(  245  )  • 

its  little  Arteries ,  irritates  the  Ejaculatory  Vellel 
which  it  inhabits,  to  make  ir  unload  what  it  contains  * 
and  becaufe  this  Veil'd  has  not  room  enough  for 
an  Infant  that  now  (lands  in  need  of  a  larger  Space, 
and  more  fit  for  perfe&ioning  itfelf,  it  rids  itfelf  by  its 
Circular  Motion  of  the  Fattus,  and  throws  it  into  the 
Cavity  of  the  Womb. 

Twas  believed  to  the  Days  of  Fernelius ,  that  the 
Stone  was  engendered  in  the  Bladder,  where  ’tismoft 
commonly  found  ;  but  fince  People  have  been  difabu- 
fed,  5tis  believed  that  it  has  itsfirft  beginning  in  the 
Kidneys.  After  the  fame  Manner  thefe  fmall  Pains 
and  almoft  imperceptible  Motions  Breeding  Women 
feel,  induce  me  to  corjefture  that  the  Fcetus  begins 
to  be  formed  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  Cornua  of  the 
Matrix. 

The  Subftance,  Figure,  A£lion,  and  tile,  of  thefe 
Veffels  is  very  convenient  for  this  Employ.  They  are 
of  exquifite  Feeling,  being  Membranous  and  Flelhy, 
fit  for  enlarging  and  feeling  the  Irritations  of  the  Fce¬ 
tus ,  their  Figure  is  very  proper  for  difeharging  what 
they  contain,  they  are  almoft  always  full  of  Seed,  and 
have  a  Motion  by  which  they  may  keep  off  any  Thing 
that  might  do  them  Injury.  We  have  too  many 
Proofs  of  their  Motions  in  the  Suffocations  of  tb« 
Womb ;  and  I  can  a  Sure  that  I  have  at  divers  Times 
perceived  the  Motion  of  Bitches  Wombs,  which  I 
have  differed  alive,  to  be  near  a-kin  to  that  of  our 
Guts,  which  we  call  the  Periffaltick  Motion. 

’Tis  therefore  thefe  petty  Movements  of  the  Cornua 
that  Breeding  Women  feel  both  on  one  Side  and  the 
Other,  which  makes  us  believe  that  the  Fcetus  L  fi  rft 
moulded  in  thefe  Places. 

4.  But  befides,  How  could  Conception  be  perform¬ 
ed  after  great  Scars  in  the  Womb,  if ’twas  not  with¬ 
out  its  Cavity  ?  We  know,  even  upon  the  Relations  of 
RouJJet  and  Bauhin,  that  fome  Women  have  conceiv¬ 
ed  after  their  Womb  has  been  opened,  or  after  their 
having  buffered  great  Abufes  therein.  The  Womb 
would  not  then  be  capable  of  this  Bulinefs,  it  would 
If  '  R  3  be 
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be  of  too  ill  a  Conformation,  and  the  Membranes  be¬ 
ing  weakned  and  parched  by  the  Wounds,  would  no 
W  ays  be  able  to  comprefs  and  dole  up  for  Concepti¬ 
on  ;  whereas  receiving  only  the  Feetus  from  its  Cor¬ 
nua ,  its  Bufinels  is  afterwards  only  to  retain  it,  and 
keep  it  to  its  laft  Perfe&ion. 

5.  Moveover,  'to  confirm  my  Opinion,  I  (hall  re¬ 
late  what  Experience  has  taught  me  on  this  Subject 
I  know  fotne  Women  that  are  ufed  to  lay  always  on 
their  Right  Side  when  they  lay  with  their  Husbands, 
and  in  this  Pofture  they  are  for  the  moft  part  Caref- 
fed,  and  do  conceive  Boys  :  One  can  give  no  other 
Reafon  for  this  Acccident  but  what  will  favour 
my  Opinion  for  the  Man’s  Seed  being  received 
into  the  Womb,  fituated  in  the  Pofture  mentioned, 
cannot  by  its  own  Weight  but  chufe  to  drop  into  the 
Right  Horn,  where  Boys  are  for  the  moft  part  formed. 
This  Obieivation  has  been  made  by  Rbajts ,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  when  he  fays,  that  Women  that  lay  for  the 
moft  part  on  the  Right  Side  feldom  breed  Girls. 

6.  On  the  other  Hand,  I  have  often  obferved,  as 
well  as  Fallopius ,  that  the  Flefh  of  the  After-burden 
was  never  that  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  bottom 
of  the  Womb,  but  towards  one  Side  or  other,  be- 
caufe  that  after  a  Month,  or  thereabouts,  the  Wad, 
which  (huts  up  the  Infant,  knits  to  that  Place  of  the 
Womb  that,  is  neareft  the  Mouth  of  the  Veflei 
whence  it  comes  out}  which  would  not  happen  thus 
If  Conception  was  made  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb, 

7.  Nay,  Riolang,  one  of  the  moft  Celebrated 

Anatomifts  of  our  Age,  authorizes  this  Opinion, 
by  faying,  that  he  has  often  found  Rost  us' s  form’d 
in  the  Horns  of  the  Womb  ^  jnd  the  dead  Child 
a  Foot  long,  which  went  out  from  the  Bottom 
of  the  Womb,  and  Harvey  had  a  Mind  to  cur, 
came  from  no  other  Place  than  the  Eiaculatory 
Veflels.  •  J  - 

3.  I  find  in  my  Notes,  that  about  Twenty-three 
years  ago,  an  Antient  Phyfician,  ;by  Name  John  Crk 

'  ’•  tier. 
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tier ,  a  very  Learned  and  Sincere  Per fon,  told  me  a 
Pailage  which  he  had  from  Mr.  Merrier,  Phyfician 
at  Bourges.  4  The  Wife  of  Mr.  Agard,  Lieutenant- 
1  Criminal  of  that  Town,  (whole  Health  he  rook 
4  Care  of)  Conceived,  and  was  pretty  well  till  a- 
4  bout  the  Fourth  Month,  after  which  Time  (he  felt 
*  mod  exquifite  Pain  and  Weaknefs  in  the  Kidneys 
£  and  Belly,  particularly  on  the  Right  Side,  all 
4  which  exhaufted  her  to  that  degree  that  fhe  died 
4  without  being  deliver’d:.  She  was  open’d  the  2d  of 
4  January  1614.  there  was  found  in  the  Right 
4  Cornua ,  or  Horn  of  the  Womb,  a  Girl  of  about  Six 
4  Inches  long,  being  at  that  Time  in  her  ufual  Figure 
4  and  Situation  :  That  we  may  by  this  conclude  that 
Conception  is  made  eliewhere  than  in  the  Cavity  of 
the  Womb  5  and  that  the  Child  being  pretty  big,  and 
not  able  to  abide  in  one  of  the  Cornua ,  it  mutt  of 
Neceffity  come  out  to  perfe£l  it  (elf,  or  elfe  occafion 
the  Mother's  Death. 

I  may  alfo  bring  Hyppocrates’ s  Authority  upon  the 
Stage,  who  fpeakingof  Supetfetations,  fays,  4  That  if 
4  the  foetus  is  defended  in  the  Womb,  when  the 
£  Woman  breeds  a  fecond  Time,  this  fecond  Foetus 
4  cannot  live,  and  this' Woman  mifcarries.  The 
Reafon  thereof  is  plain  ;  for  as  it  is  not  formed  in  the 
Place  deftin’d  by  Nature  for  the  Conception  of  Chil¬ 
dren,  it  finds  nothing  fitting,  either  for  Formation  or 
Nourilhment  in  another  Place.  Ariflotle  confirms 
this  Opinion,  and  Experience  authorizes  it  5  for  we 
fee,  that  the  fecond  Conceptions,  which  are  made 
in  the  Firft  Month  of  Breeding,  fucceed,  for  the  tnoft 
part;  that  the  Woman  nourifhes  both  Children,  and 
brings  them  into  the  World,  as  if  they  were  conceiv¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  Moment :  But  if  Superfetation  hap¬ 
pens  feme  Months  after  the  firft  Feet  us  is  formed, 
and  after  th tCornua  of  the  Womb  are  incumbered  and 
flopped  up  by  the  Humours  of  the  Child,  which  not- 
withftanding  happens  very  leldom,  the  fecond  Child 
cannot  live,  which  the  Story  related  by  Ariflotle 
evinces  clearly.  R  4  After 
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After  all  that  has  been  faid  we  may  conclude, 
that  Conception,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
is  made  in  the  Horns,  and  not  in  the  Cavity  of  the 
Womb. 

But  Kerkingim ,  Wharton,  Do  Graef,  and  forne 
other  Modern  Phyficians,  are  of  another  Opinion,  not 
being  able  to  believe  that  Conception  is  either  made 
in  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb*  as  the  Ancients  did  hold, 
or  in  the  Cornua ,  as  I  advance,  but  they  maintain 
’tis  performed  in  Womens  Tefticles,  they  being  full 
of  Eggs,  as  the  Ovary  of  Birds  ;  So  that  reviving  the 
Opinion  of  the  Ancients,  who  held  that  Helen  drew 
her  Birth  from  an  Egg,  they  fancy  themlelves  able 
to  prove  this  Hypothelis  by  fufficient  R'eafons  and 
Experiments. 

They  affirm  Womens  Tefticles  to  be  true  Ovaries, 
wherein  the  foetus  begins  to  be  formed:  That  the 
fmall  Cellules  thefe  Parts  are  compofed  of  are  full 
of  a  Liquor  like  unto  the  White  of  an  Egg,  which, 
according  to  the  Opinion  of  Anatomifts,  is  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Seed:  That  this  Seed  being  impregnated  by 
the  fluid  and  fpintuous  Panicles  of  the  Man’s  Seed, 
pafles  into  the  T ubte,  in  order  to  enter  afterwards 
into  the  Tefticles,  and  communicate  its  prolifick  Vir¬ 
tue  to  the  Egg  or  Eggs  that  are  neareft  to  the  Mem¬ 
branes  of  the  Tefticles,  or  moft  difpofed  to  receive 
an  Impreffion,  when  One  or  Two  Fetus’s  are  engen- 
dred  :  That  one  of  the  T uba  ferves  to  communicate 
to  the  Egg  that  is  difpofed  in  the  Ovary  what  it  has 
receiv’d  from  the  Womb:  That  the  fame  Tuba  abide, 
as  ’tvr-.re,  glued  to  the  Tefticles,  to  make  an  Im- 
pretlion  of  Fertility,  or  to  receive  the  Egg,  where 
the  feet  us  is  already  forming,  which  happens  upon 
the  Third  in  Rabbits,  and  may  be  in  Women  Five  or 
Six  Days  after  Conception,  as  Kerkingius  thinks. 
'  h  :  rhe  Veflels  on  one  Hand,  and  the  little  Balls  on 
?  i;e  other  Hand,  (  for  thus  they  call  them  indifferent¬ 
ly)  gsow  bigger-,  and  that  the  Cover  or  Bladder 
w  hich  contains  the  Woman’s  Seed,  and  is  aneflential 

Part 
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Parr  of  the  Tefticle,  growing  alfo  bigger,  becomes 
Gland ulous,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Spirits  of  the 
Man’s  Seed,  (which  are  the  Agent  of  the  Creature 
that  is  to  come,)  as  alfo  to  furnifh  the  Ball  or  Egg, 
with  Humours  to  form  and  maintain  the  Fetus :  That 
this  fame  Fertil  Seed  has  other  Covers  befides  the 
Glandulous  Subftance  ’tis  wrapt  up  in,  and  that  thefe 
Covers  or  Membranes  are  the  Chorion  and  Amuros 
of  the  Fetus  ;  that  the  Cafe  or  Glandulous  Cover 
opens  to  let  through  a  Nipple  that  is  formed  upon 
the  Membranes  of  the  Tefticles  the  impregnated 
Egg,  which  enters  the  Tefticle  by  the  proper  Virtue 
of  the  Tefticle,  or  its  own  Difpofition :  That  after¬ 
wards  this  impregnated  Egg  or  Ball  being  fallen  into 
the  Tuba ,  falls  alfo  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb, 
where  ripening,  it  becomes  a  perfect  Fetus :  Laftly, 
that  the  impregnated  Egg  is  diftinguifhed  from  the 
llydatidis ,  they  being  knit  to  their  Clufter  of  Flefb, 
as  a  Bunch  of  Grapes ;  whereas  the  Fetus  wants  a 
Hold,  and  defcends  commonly  from  the  Tefticles  in¬ 
to  the  Cornua ,  and  afterwards  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Womb.  • 

This  being  thus  dated,  they  conclude,  that  the 
Fetus  draws  its  Origin  from  the  Woman’s  Tefticles, 
and  not  the  Cornua  or  Cavity  of  the  Womb. 

In  my  Opinion  this  Hypotbefis  includes  more  Dif¬ 
ficulty  than  that  of  the  Ancients,  for  it  maintains  fo 
many  Things  that  appear  impoflible,  and  can  hardly 
be  well  explained  by  thefe  that  are  moft  for  it,  that 
no  wonder  fuch  a  fmall  Number  of  Phyficians  em¬ 
brace  this  Party  now-a-day. 

How  can  it  be  conceived  that  the  Tuba  fhould 
bend,  and  make  the  large  Ligament  obey,  without 
the  Woman  feeling  its  Motion  and  Bent,  which  muft 
needs  be  painful  ?  And  how  can  the  Tefticle  that 
floats  in  the  Belly  be  fo  unfhaken  as  to  abide  always 
in  its  Situation,  and  wait  for  the  joining  of  the  Tuba^ 
in  order  to  receive  the  Genital  impreflion  from  the 
Male  Seed  included  in  it?  But  in  reality  thefe  Mo¬ 
tions 


C  2  5° ) 

tions  of  the  Parts  are  only  contrived  to  fupport  their 
Hy pothefis,  and  flatter  their  Pretention. 

Befides,  let  them  make  the  Man’s  Seed  as  thin  and 
Spirituous  as  they  pleafs,  how  can  it  poffibly  enter 
the  Pores  of  Two  ftrong  Membranes?  And  where  can 
they  (how  fuch  another  Proceeding  of  Nature  in  the 
Woman’s  whole  Body?  The  Animal  Spirits  mult 
have  Channels  to  pafs  through,  and  muft  the 
Man’s  Seed,  which  is  much  Courier,  have  none  ? 

•  Again,  how  is  it  poflible  that  the  impregnated 
and  animated  Bail,  being  then  as  big  as  a  Green  Pea, 
can  make  its  Way  through  the  Two  Glandulous  Co¬ 
vers  and  the  Two  Membranes  of  the  Woman’s  Tefti- 
cle,  to  enter  into  the  Juba  by  its  joining,  without 
the  Woman’s  perceiving  any  Thing  thereof  ?  Are 
thefe  Membranes  lefs  fenfible  than  the  reft  in 
the  whole  Body  ?  And  a  Membrane  being,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Galen ,  a  flatted  Nerve,  how  can  it 
break  without  Pain  l  Befides,  the  Nipple  invented 
by  De  Graej  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  all  Women, 
as  he  allures  us,  and  there  is  Reafon  to  believe 
he  has  invented  it  on  purpofe  to  cover  his  own  Blind- 
nefs. 

Moreover,  this  Solution  of  Continuity  is  againft 
the  Laws  of  Nature,  which  abhor  it,  and  no  fuch 
Thing  was  ever  feen  in  a  Woman:  I  confefs  lome 
Parts  are  obferved  to  dilate  upon  extraordinary  Occa¬ 
sions,  as  does  the  Vagina  in  Child  bearing,  but  no 
Part  was  ever  obferved  to  break  or  open,  according 
to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  except  to  finilh  a  Diftemper, 
as  in  Abufes. 

In  one  Word,  no  Wound  can  be  made  without 
ElfuGon  of  Blood,  and  extravafated  Blood  cdnnot  keep 
without  corrupting,  and  the  Woman’s  being  made 
fenfible  thereof.  Nor  can  the  Wound  the  Egg  or  Ball 
makes  in  coming  out  of  the  Tefticle,  and  the  Ulcer  that 
muft  follow  thereupon,  confolidate  and  cicatrize  in 
fuch  a  Spermatick  Part,  as  the  Woman’s  Tefticle  is, 
but  the  Woman  muft  feel  feme  Pain, 

!  '  '  _  '  Id 
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In  fine,  how  does  the  Tefticle  _  get  rid  of  the  Egg 
it  contains  ?  Is  it  by  a  fenfible,  or  infenfible,  Motion  ? 
And  how  can  the  Expulfive  Faculty,  Dc  Gracf Fan¬ 
cied,  fling  out  the  Egg  by  its  own  Difpofition,  as  if 
’twere  a  troublefome  Excrement  ?  All  theft  Difficul¬ 
ties  have  obliged  me  to  quit  that  Party,  and  to  won-* 
der  how  any  Senlible  Men  could  be  induced  to  em¬ 
brace  it.  But  as  there  are  feveral  Aftions  in  Men 
and  Women  that  have  latent  Caufes,  this  may  be  laid 
to  be  one  of  the  Number  *  for  granting  it  to  be  true 
what  has  but  lately  been  confirm’d  tome,  viz.  that 
Mr.  DuVerney ,  the  King’s  Anatom  iffc  at  Paris,  (hew¬ 
ed  a  Tefticle,  1691,  tiiat  contained  a  kind  of  Head, 
in  which  was  obferved  the  Place  of  Eyes,  with  Two 
Eye-lids  that  had  Chiliary  Glandules,  and  a  kind  of 
Eye-brows  adorned  with  Hair,  a  Forehead  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  Hair,  and  an  Eminence  furnifhed  with  Three 
Teeth  difpofed  in  a  Triangle,  as  big  as  thofe  of  a 
Child  of  Four  Years ;  Three  others  in  the  Fore-part 
of  the  Face  of  this  Monfter,  and  in  the  hindermoft 
Part  Five  more,  viz.  Three  Cutters  and  Two  little 
Grinders :  Granting,  I  lay,  this  Hiftory  to  be  true, 
as  feveral  Perfons  a  flu  re  me  ’tis,  we  may  fufpend  our 
Opinion  upon  this  Matter,  till  fuch  Time  as  the 
Curiofity  and  Labour  of  Anatomifts  can  (how  us  fome 
other  Formation  of  the  I'cetus  in  the  Woman’s  Tefti- 
cie -,  for  we  muff  not  eftablifh  an  Hypothefis  in  Phy- 
fick  upon  one  Angle  Experiment,  but  wait  till  fome- 
thing  more  real  is  known  of  the  fame  Parr,  in  order 
robe  perfwaded,  that  Man  derives  his  Principles,  and 
begins  to  be  formed,  in  thefs  Parts. 

Conception  is  no  fooner  over,  but  God,  by  Orders 
of  his  own  Eftablilhment,  creates  a  Humane  Under- 
ftanding  to  be  placed  in  that  little  Body,  which  be¬ 
gins  to  be  formed. 

This  Underftanding  is  fent  to  it  in  Quality  of  an 
Ambaffador,  and  mult  one  Day  render  an  Account  of 
its  Negotiation,  becaufe  ’tis  to  reprefefit,  where- 
ever  ’tis,  the  Character  of  the  Matter  that  fent  it. 

4  •  '  :  ‘  :  ■  " ,  This 
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This  Underftanding  mixes  with  the  Soul,  or  rather 
joins  and  unites  with  its  Subftance:  Nay,  what  is 
more  furprizing,  it  unites  to  the  Spirits  and  Bodies  of 
Men  to  make  up  in  procefs  of  Time  one  Man,  Ani¬ 
mated  by  one  fingle  Form.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
conceive  how  Subftances,  fo  different  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  join  amongft  themfelves,  if  Experience  did  not 
daily  convince  us  thereof  j  for  if  to  die  is  the  Difu- 
aion  of  thefe  Two  Parts,  to  live  muft  afiuredly  be  an 
Union  and  Society  of  thefe  Two  Subftances. 

If  I  (honld  be  put  to  the  Proof  of  thefe  Four  Parts 
that  compofe  us,  I  could  find  no  better  than  that 
which  St.  Gregory  of  Nice  furnilhes  us  withal,  when 
fee  fays,  Since  God,  who  it  an  Infinite  Being ,  is  mixed 
and  united ,  yet  without  any  Confufion  to  the  Soul  and 
Body  of  Jcfus  Chrifl ,  which  is  a  Creature  $  we  may 
hit  eve,  that  our  Under /landing  may  join  with  our 
Soul,  and  our  Body  by  Decrees  from  above  $  info- 
much  that  from  thele  Two  firft  Subftances  there 
proceeds  but  one  Form,  by  which  we  are  ani¬ 
mated. 

The  Seed  of  Man  then  entring  into  the  Horns  of 
the  Womb,  makes  the  Woman’s  Seed  fwell,  and 
ferves  as  a  Ferment  for  the  Piodu&ion  of  a  Child. 
A  Serous  and  Spermatick  Matter,  which  is  found  in 
3  Fruitful  Woman’s  Seed,  being  one  of  the  chief 
Seafons  of  its  fpeedy  diftribution,  and  mixing  with 
it  to  fervc  for  a  Vehicle.  The  Aftivity  of  the  Soul  of 
the  Man’s  Seed,  and  its  Plenty  of  Spirits,  do  not  a 
little  contribute  towards  its  fwift  entring.  The  little 
Valve,  which  is  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Ejaculatory  Vef- 
fel,  favours  alfb  the  Entry  of  this  Matter.  It  is  loofe 
before  and  after  the  Terms,  in  order  .to  facilitate 
Conception,  that  is  fooner  made  then  than  at  any 
other  Time.  The  Interiour  Membrane  of  thefe  Vef- 
fds  having  fo  many  Folds,  and  the  PafTage  it  forms 
at  the  Mouth  being  fo  narrow,  that  there  is  no  room 
to  doubt  but  what  is  once  got  in,  will  not  come  out 
feeiore  its  Time. 
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It  will  be  good  to  obferve  here,  what  we  elfe- 
where  have  taken  notice  of,  viz.  That  the  Horns  of 
the  Womb  have  Three  or  Four  fmall  Cellules,  which 
ferve  for  a  Form  or  Meafure  to  the  W c man’s  Seed, 
and  for  the  Matter  of  every  Child  ;  this  has  induced 
fome  Lawyers  to  believe  that  the  Womb  had  Seven 
Cellules,  taking  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb  for  the 
Seventh.  The  Matter  which  forms  the  Woman’s 
Seed  comes  little  by  little  to  the  Tefticles,  and  is 
fiitred  through  the  Nervous  Subftance  of  the  Eja¬ 
culatory  Veffels.  This  Excrement  dropping  after¬ 
wards  by  degrees  into  the  Cavities  of  thefe  Veflels^ 
a  flumes  the  Figure  of  the  Cellule  ’cis  received  in  *  and 
the  Natural  Heat  which  is  perpetually  at  Work 
upon  all  that  is  in  rhe  Body,  a£ting  ai  o  upon  this 
Seed  produces  a  kind  of  tender  Skin  about  k  in  the 
Form  of  a  Ball.  This  Membrane  is  not  lo  hard  or 
rough  in  the  Place  where  the  Ball  received  the  laS 
drop  of  Seed,  as  elfewhere and  ’cis  through  this 
.Place  the  Man’s  Seed  is  communicated  to  that  of  the 
Woman’s,  as  the  Cock’s  Seed  is  communicated  to 
the  Hen’s  Egg  by  the  Yellow  Speck,  and  the  Hu¬ 
mour  of  the  Earth  filters  in  the  Seed  of  a  Plant 
through  its  Buds.  1  have  remarked  in  a  brooded 
Egg,  that  after  the  firft  Day  the  Speck,  Scar,  or 
little  White  Point,  call  it  as  you  will,  which  is  en- 
compafled  with  a  dark  Circle,  is  by  far  larger  than 
it  was  before  it  was  fat  upon.  The  Second  and 
ThirS^Pay  the  Speck  being  incrcafed  as  much  again 
as  rwas  before,  made  me  judge  that  the  Sou!  of  a 
Chick  refid ed  in  this  Part ;  that  ’twas  by  this  Place 
the  Cock’s  Seed  entted  into  the  Egg ;  and  that  the 
Heart  was  going  to  be  formed  there,  fines  there  hap^ 
pened  fuch  a  fudden  Change  in  that  Part. 

’Tis  then  to  a  little  point  ofthe  Woman’s  Seed,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  compare  Brutes  to  Women, 
tha'  the  Soul  of  Man  is  communicated  with  all  the 
Matter  that  brings  it  j  which  happens  in  the  very  In™ 
&m  that  Conception  is  perfe&ed,  and  at  fuch  Time, 


(  254  ) 

as  we  have  ellewhere  (hewed,  the  Underftanding  ap 
pears  to  difpofe  all  the  Parts  to  obey  its  Orders  for 
the  future. 

As  Fruit  enjoys  the  fame  Soul  as  the  Trees  it 
hangs  on,  and  being  pluck’d  off,  carries  in  its  Seeds 
Principles  like  unto  thofe  Trees  it  grew  upon  ;  fo  the 
Ball  of  the  Woman’s  Seed  being  tied  by  a  fmall  Fibre 
in  the  Ejaculatory  Veffel,  enjoys  the  fame  Soul  as  the 
Woman:  But  as  foon  as  this  Ball  is  rendred  Fruitful 
by  the  Man’s  Seed  being  mixed  with  it,  then  it  has 
an  Independing  Principle,  and  a  Soul  particular  to, 
itfelf. 

What  makes  me  believe  that  this  is  fo,  is  becaufe 
I  (aw,  the  23d  of  January ,  1680,  Madamoifelle 
L---- ,  after  very  difmal  Gripings,  void  about  200 
Balls  or  little  Eggs  without  Shells.  Every  Ball  was 
knit  by  its  little  Tail,  that  held  to  Flefhy  Fibres 
woven  and  twilled  together  *  one  half  of  the  Balls 
were  as  big  as  one’s  Fingers  End,  and  the  other  half 
as  big  as  fmall  Peafe.  They  were  all  tranfparent, 
and  the  Membrane  that  covered  them  pretty  hard. 
The  Humour  contained  in  them  was  clear,  and  in 
fome  Meafureglewy  $  it  was  fomewhat  blackifli,  and 
bitter  to  the  Tafte  5  and  I  no  ways  doubt  but  it  may 
be  fuch  Bails  that  Occupy,  for  the  molt  Part,  the 
Horns  of  the  Womb.  Asthefe  were  not  impregnated 
by  the  Husband’s  Seed,  and  the  Ejaculatory  Vef 
(els  had  rejefced  them  as  ufdels  $  they  were, 
without  Controverfie,  the  Caufe  of  this  him  Cow 
ception. 

The  Seed  of  both  Sexes  being  mixed,  communicate 
to  one  another  their  Reciprocal^  Qualities.  The  little 
Bitternefs  of  the  Man’s,  together  with  its  Rank  and 
Sulphurous  Smell,  penetrating  all  the  Parts  of  the 
Woman’s  Seed,  and  putting  all  its  fmall  Bodies  into 
Motion  i  and  the  Woman’s  Seed  being  of  a  Subftance 
fomewhat  Vifcous,  and  a  harfh  Quality,  does  hot 
yield  at  the  firft  touch  to  that  of  a  Man.  Thus  the 
AElion  is  flow,  and  the  Motions  of  the  fwelled  Mat* 
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ter  languifliing ;  infomuch  that  nothing  can  be  ob- 
fetved  in  the  Formation  of  the  Fetus  before  the  9th 
or  loth  Day,  or  rather  not  till  after  a  Fortnight,  after 
which  one  may  obferve  the Tranfparent  Bladders,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  the  Drop  of  Blood,  and  the  Pun- 
Sum  Saliens%  which  by  its  Motion  allures  us  of  Life 
being  there. 

But  before  we  proceed  further,  let  us  difcover 
after  what  manner  Nature  proceeds  in  fermenting  the 
two  united  Seeds-,  For  fince’tis  agreed  that  we  fub- 
fift  only  by  means  of  Fermentation,  it  mult  be  by  the 
fame  Means  we  begin  to  be  formed. 

We  know  that  Leaven  has  two  Subftances.  The 
Coarfer  Part  of  it  becomes  of  the  fame  Nature  with 
the  Matter  ’tis  mixed  with,  and  the  more  fubtil  raifes 
this  fame  Matter,  by  penetrating  and  ftirring  the 
different  Bodies  of  the  whole  Mafs.  Thus  the  moft 
Earthly  and  Vifcous  Part  of  Man’s  Seed  ferves  for  the 
Compofition  of  the  Spermatick  Parts  of  the  Chile, 
and  the  moft  Spirituous  is  in  Part  employed  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  Spirits  and  Soul  of  this  fame  Child,  which 
is  performed  by  a  Fermentation,  caufed  in  all  the 
Matter  that  enters  the  Child’s  Compofition. 

The  more  Subtil  and  Penetrating  Parts  the  Leaven 
hath,  and  the  eafier  the  Matter  is  to  manage,  the  for- 
i  warder  is  its  A&ions :  Witnefs  Boys  which  are  fooner 
i  formed  than  Girls ;  and  Male  Pigeons,  which  are 
hatched  for  the  moft  Part  before  the  Females, 
the  Matter  they  are  made  of  being  endowed  with 
more  Heat  and  Spirits. 

The  Seed  of  Man  then  ferments  by  decrees  the 
whole  Mafs  of  the  Ball  in  precipitating  the  moft, 
;  Agitated  and  Spirituous  Parts.  Its  rank  Smell  dif- 
folves  and  opens  the  Matter,  the  Sulphureous  preci- 
!  pitates  it,  the  harfh  Quality  of  the  Seed  gathers  and 
I  hardens  it  to  that  Point,  that  at  the  end  of  Ten  or 
i  TwelveDays  there  is  elaborated  in  the  lower  Part  of  the 
I  Ball  a  Drop  of  Water,  dear  and  tranfparent  as 
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melted  Chryfhl,  which  is  the  Elixir  and  Extras  o: 
the  Spirits  of  both  Sexes.  This  little  Blitter  is  conn 
monly  divided  in  Two,  fometimes  in  Three  Parts,  i: 
we  believe  Cognat  us,  and  helix  P later  us.  The  lattei 
affirms  he  has  feen  a  Woman  that  had  a  falfe  Con 
ception  every  Year,  who  rendered  one  Day  a  Bal 
Round  and  White,  of  the  bignefsof  a  Hazel  Nut 
which  was  covered  by  a  little  thin  Membrane,  (which 
we  may  call  Avinios ,)  and  included  Three  (mail 
Tranfparent  Blitters,  the  lowermoft  of  which  was 
the  palctt.  ;  . 

In  this  Diaphanous  and  Chryftalline  Humour  the 
Soul  takes  up  its  Refidence,  in  order  to  obey  the! 
Superior  Commands  of  the  Undemanding,  which 
Occupies  no  certain  Place  yet  is  everywhere  in  this 
little  Body  to  diipofe  its  Organs  as  it  thinks  moH 
convenient.  In  the  lower  Part  of  this  Ball,  where 
this  Phyfician  obferves  the  paleft  Blifter,  is  placed 
the  weightieft  Matter  of  the  moft  Spirituous  Parts  ol 
the  Two  Seeds.  It  ferves  to  form  the  Brain,  which 
is  the  biggeft  Part  in  the  hcetus,  and  withal  the  hea- 
vieft  and  coldeft.  Thus  we  obferve,  that  the  Head 
of  an  Infant  in  its  Mother’s  Intrails  is  always  lower¬ 
moft,  when  fituated  according  to  the  Laws  of  Na¬ 
ture. 

Indeed  there  is  a  Tranfparent  Drop  of  Water  per* 
ceived  in  a  brooded  Hen-Egg  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Thud  Day,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  ’tis  there 
the  Heat  is  formed  to  work  afterwards  all  the  Organs 
that  may  ferve  for  its  Motion. 

This  lktle  Body,  which  is  formed  in  its  Mother’s 
Intrails,  is  already  as  an  Emancipated  Infant,  which 
Sands  in  no  need  of  any  Help  but  its  own  to  pat  its 
Parts  in  order,  and  place  them  where  they  ought  to 
be :  Yet  Nature,  that  forefees  its  Wants,  fwells  the 
Paflage  where  ’tis  formed,  and  draws  by  degrees  fuch 
Aliment  as  is  neceffarv  for  it  from  the  Tefticles,  and 
fome  fmall  Nervous  VefTels  that  Hide  from  the 
Womb  to  the  Horns.  It  does  the  fame  on  the  other 
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fide,  fending  Matter  to  the  empty  Cornua,  as  well 
as  to  that  which  is  full  $  fo  that  the  Ejaculatory 
VeflTds  fwell  almo8  alike  ;  and  I  have  ken  fonts 
that  have  been  as  big  as  my  Finger. 

Towards  the  14th  Day  after  Conception,  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  Heat  of  the  Womb,  Plenty 
of  Spirits,  Difference  of  the  Sex,  Vivacity  of  the 
Soul,  and  in  fine,  the  Temperament  of  the  Wo¬ 
man  and  the  Womb  too,  there  grows  in  one  of  tbefe 
Tranfparent  Blifters  a  Drop  of  Blood  which  moves 
of  itfelf,  and  1  do  not  'doubt  but  ’cis  the  Aurickhs 
of  the  Heart,  which  by  the  firft  Movements  of  Con¬ 
tra  flion  and  Dilatation  intends  to  rear  Organs  of  Life 
to  the  little  Infant  that  begins  to  be  formed  5  for  as  it 
belongs  to  the  llnderftanding  to  rank  every  Part  in 
their  Place,  after  having  given  them  a  convenient 
Figure,  fo  it  belongs  to  the  Heart  to  perfect  and 
nourilh  them. 

I  own  1  am  troubled  to  fay,  whether  the  Blood 
Is  formed  before  the  Heart,  or  the  Heart  before  the 
Blood  ;  but  let  it  be  what  ’twill,  I  am  fatisfied  the 
Inftrument  ought  to  be  made  lait,  by  reafon  the  Un- 
derltanding  does  not  take  the  working  of  the  Heart  in 
Hand,  but  for  the  Reception  of  the  Blood,  to  di- 
ftribute  Humours,  and  to  communicate  Heat  and 
Life  to  all  the  diftant  Parts  of  the  Body.  But  as  Fer¬ 
mentation  has  given  a  Being  to  this  little  Body,  fo  tis 
but  reafonable  Fermentation  fhould  accompltfh  it  by 
Means  of  Ebullition,  which  is  perpetually  in  its  Heart. 

Thofe  that  have  clofely  obierved  a  Brooded  Hen- 
Egg  after  the  Third  Day,  may  have  found  as  well 
as  myfelf,  that  near  the  Cicatrix,  where  the 
Three  Bidders,  /clear  as  Rock  -  Water,  were 
formed,  there  appears  a  Drop  of  Blood,  which  is 
truly  called  Vuntlum  Saliens,  becaufe  it  has  regular 
Motions,  and  Contrails,  and  Dilates,  as  the  Heart 
doth. 

That  Part  of  the  Animal  which  is  firft  formed 
in  the  White  of  the  Egg,  hear  the  Cicatrix ,  by 
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the  Induftry  of  the  Soul,  is  that  which  in  procefs  of 
Time  accomplifhes  she  Chicken. 

The  Drop  of  Blood  which  appears  a  Fortnight  af¬ 
ter  Conception,  is  a  Principal  Part  of  our  Body,  the 
Organ  of  all  the  Operations  of  the  Soul,  the  Origin 
of  roe  Spirits,  and  the  Source  of  all  the  Sanguine 
Parts,  the  Seat  of  the  Natural  Heat,  the  Throne  of: 
the  Radical  Moifture,  through  which  we  Live  *  in 
one  Word,  the  ExtraSt  of  the  Soul  of  our  Parents, 
and  bears  Refetnblance  to  the  Oil  we  draw  from  the 
Seeds  ol  Plants. 

The  Second  Degree  of  the  formation  of  the  Foetus. 

The  animated  Ball  or  Egg  continues  ftill  in  the 
fame  Place  Nature  firft  put  it  in.  It  fwells  but  lit¬ 
tle,  there  being  hardly  any  Humour  able  to  come  to 
it.  The  intelligence  which  is  included  in  this  fame 
Ball  or  Egg  is  bufie  to  build  a  Habitation  for  its 
abode,  but  has  not  Materials  enough  for  the  mould¬ 
ing  of  all  the  neceffary  Parts,  without  receiving  it 
from  elfewhere.  The  moft  Spirituous  Matter  is  em¬ 
ployed  and  turned  into  a  Subftancelike  melted  Glafs. 
wherein  may  be  obferved  the  PunUum  Saliens.  This 
TunLlum  afterwards  diftributes  Matter  and  Spirits  fon 
the  forming  and  nourifhing  fuch  Pans  as  liiail  be  firft 
moulded. 

No  wonder  a  Drop  of  Blood  is  formed  of  thepureffc 
Portion  of  the  Blood,  fuch  Alterations  being  com¬ 
mon  in  Nature,  and  within  its  Reach  ^  for  feeing  the 
Parents  Seed  is  deriv’d  from  the  pureft  Portion  of 
the  Blood,  there  is  no  Difficulty  in  believing  it  may 
return  to  the  like  Subftance,  and  be  refolved  into  its 
Principles.  The  Aliments  change  into  a  White 
M  uter  in  the  Stomach,  what  Colour  foever  they 
are  of  before.  And  daily  Experience  (hews  us. 
that  Red  may  Artificially  be  changed  into  Waite 
and  W  hue  into  Red,  by  the  Admixture  of  fom 
Liquors.  That  there  can  be  no  Reafon  to  ftand 
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amazed  at  the  Soul’s,  or  rather  Intelligence’s,  form¬ 
ing  Blood  and  Red  Humours  of  the  Seed  of  our 
Parents. 

Generation  advances  after  a  furprizing  manner,  the 
Twentieth  Day  the  Heart  beating  ftronger,  and 
moving  with  more  Force  than  before  :  The  Sides  of 
the  Veflels  ’cis  fhut  up  in  are  irritated  fa,  as  to  budge 
and  make  a  fmall  Periftaltick  Motion  to  dilcharge 
the  Depofitum  into  the  Womb  Nature  has  e'ntrufted 
it  withal. 

There  is  always  another  little  Bliftef  obferved  un¬ 
der  the  Heart  lomewhat  Palifh,  and  of  a  Horn  Co¬ 
lour,  as  Cognat  us  found  it,  which  increafes  mote 
than  the  reft.  And  1  make  no  doubt,  as  I  have  elfe- 
where  obferved,  but  his  the  Brain  which  is  made  at 
frit  only  upon  the  Account  of  the  Heart,  according 
to  Arifiotle ,  and  ought  to  have  a  Share  in  forming 
of  the  Spermatick  Parts,  as  the  Heart  forms  the  San¬ 
guine  cries. 

The  Blood  and  Intelligence  do  every  Thing  in  the 
Formation  of  the  Ycetits.  And  though  his  impoflible 
in  the  firft  Month  of  Teeming  to  perceive  any  Blood 
come  from  the  Arteries  of  the  Mother  for  the  Nou- 
rifhment  of  the  Fcetus,  yet  that  White  Spermatick 
Nervous  Liquor  which  is  perpetually  brought  to  it, 
is  without  Controverfy  nourifhing,  and  comes  from 
the  pur  eft  Porrion  of  the  Woman’s  Blood.  The 
Blood  is  made  of  Two  Sorts  of  Matter,  one  is  con- 
co&ed,  the  other  is  crude.  The  Titter  is  nothing  but 
Chyle  not  yet  turned  into  Blood,  yet  is  friendly  to 
Nature.  This  Humour  being  very  plentiful  in  a 
Breeding  Woman,  ferves  to  nourifti  the  Child,  filming 
through  proper  Pores  for  this  Purpofe.  Befides,  the 
Man’s  Seed,  by  communicating  a  fermentative  Qua¬ 
lity  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  the  Woman’s,  renders  it 
liquid,  and  melts,  as’twere,  Part  of  it  to  ferve  for 
theNouriftiment  of  the  fmus. 
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The  Horns  of  the  Womb  fill  with  this  Liquor,  in 
order  to  furnifh  the  Embryo  with  the  moft  adequate 
Aliment  •,  that  wherein  the  Vcetus  is  not,  being  al¬ 
ways  ftored,  and  the  other,  which  keeps  Nature’s 
precious  Treafure,  is  furnifhed  from  the  Sides  of  the 
Fringe,  the  Humour  not  being  able  to  flow  out :  It 
thickens  and  crowds  in  among  the  Fibres,  which  are 
very  numerous  in  this  Place,  fo  as  to  flop  up  the  Ex* 
trem:tieso{  thele  Veflels  entirely. 

The  Bril  or  Egg  grows  every  Day  after  a  furpriz- 
ing  Manner :  And  as  Seed  flung  into  the  Ground 
fwtlls,  and  is  nourifhed  by  the  Humour  that  pene¬ 
trates  its  Membrane  \  lo  the  moft  fubtil  Portion  of  the 
Woman’s  Seed,  that  touches  the  Ball  or  Egg,  fweats 
through  the  little  Membrane  that  compoles  it,  to  re¬ 
lieve  its  Neceffiries :  In  this  fame  Manner  a  little 
Hen’s  Egg  grows  bigger  in  defending  from  the  Egg- 
bag  without  being  knit  toany  Part  of  the  Hen,  as  Ex¬ 
perience  fully  informs  us. 

The  Five  and  Twentieth  Day  every  Thing  is  more 
forward  ;  the  Lungs  and  Liver  are  perceived  to  grow 
at  the  Extremities  of  Veins  or  Arteries,  it  being  very 
difficult  to  determine  what  the  Veflels  are  we  behold, 
becauie  deprived  of  Motion  ;  but  if  I  might  guefs,  I 
fhould  rather  take  them  to  be  Arteries  than  Veins : 
The  Liver  and  Lungs  grow  at  the  Extremity  of  thefe 
Veflels,  as  Agarick  does  on  the  Lark-tree ;  at  firft 
they  feemWhitifti  by  the  Difpofition  of  the  Fibres 
framed  by  the  Intelligence,  and  afterwards  fomewhat 
Reddifh  by  the  Afflux  of  the  Blood  of  the  Heart. 

Although  the  Red  Humour  of  the  Heart  increafes 
daily,  yet  it  has  no  other  Matter  to  multiply  itfelf 
by  than  a  fubtil  Part  of  the  Seed,  which  is  confum- 
ed  between  its  Membranes,  and  flows  from  the 
Woman’s  Tefticles,  according  to  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved. 

By  this  Proceeding  of  Nature  ’tis  evident,  that  the 
Blood  is  made  before  the  Lungs  and  Liver,  that  there 
is  Motion  before  the  Brain  i§  formed,  and  that 
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the  Body  is  nourilhed  and  increa fed  before  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  in  a  Capacity  to  make  Chyle,  and  the  Inte- 
ftines  to  diftribute  it :  There  are  a ifo  Excrements  feen 
of  the  Second  Conco&ion,  and  the  Liver  is  looner 
made,  but  the  Gall-Bladder  may  be  perceived  by  its 
Green  Colour. 

The  Womb  continues  ftill  empty  in  abundance  of 
Women;  and  though  the  Terms  often  flow  in  fome 
Young, Sanguine,  and  Plethoiick  Perfons  during  the 
firft  Months  of  Teeming,  yet  it  does  noways  hinder 
Generation  in  other  Parts ;  The  Veffels  of  the  Bottom 
of  the  W'-mb,  as  alio  thofe  of  its  Neck,  yeiid  com¬ 
monly  a  greater  Quantity  of  Blood  than  ufual ;  and 
when  it  happens  otherwife  the  Women  are  indifpo- 
fed,  and  ought  to  be  let  Blood,  for  fear  the  Blood, 
that  fojourns  about  the  Privy-parts,  may  caufe  fome 
Diforders  both  to  the  Mother  and  Child  ;  or  elfe  the 
Womb  being  too  much  moiftened  thereby,  be  ren¬ 
dered  unfit  to  receive  a  Prefent  fr  m  other  VefLIs. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Day  the  Brain  augments  confi- 
derably,  and  its  clear  Water  is  feen  in  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  than  before:  The  Lungs  are  vifibie,  the  Liver  al- 
moft  made,  the  Spleen  is  about  being  formed,  and 
the  Kidneys  begin  to  appear  5  but  all  thefe  Sanguine 
Parts  are  not  as  yet  altogether  Red.  The  Spina  1  Vr/7, 
or  Back-bone,  and  the  Ribs,  are  like  unto  fmall  Fibres. 
In  fine,  every  Thing  perfections  after  a  furprizing 
Manner :  The  Heart  is  no  Redder  than  the  other  San¬ 
guine  Parts,  but  bears  ftronger,  and  more  regu¬ 
larly:  It  works  and  ftirs  with  fb  much  Force,  as 
to  encreafe  the  Wormlike  Motion  of  the  Eiaculatory 
VefTels. 

The  foetus  inclofed  in  the  animated  Egg  or  Ball 
grows  to  that  Degree  as  to  be  ftreigthened  in  that 
Place,  having  Occafion  for  a  greater  Space  to  be  at 
Liberty  to  Perfection  ttfelf,  and  feek  for  Nourifhmenr, 
which  it  does  not  meet  with  in  fuffleient  Quantity 
where  it  Is. 
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At  this  Time  Tome  of  the  more  fenlible  Women  1 
feel  a  Motion,  like  that  of  Ants,  in  one  or  other  of 

the  Sides.  Mrs.  C - ,  who  had  feveral  Children, 

felt  always  the  Motion  of  the  Feet  us  the  Thirtieth  or 
Thirty-third  Day,  which  happens  upon  the  anima¬ 
ted  Eggs  or  Balls  coming  forth,  and  by  the  Motion, 
of  one  of  the  Ejaculatory  Veflels,  in  order  to  get  rid! 
of  it,  one  may  know  by  this  whether  ’tis  a  Boy 
ora  Girl  the  Women  goes  with.  The firft being 
commonly  on  the  Right  Side,  and  and  fooner  formed, 
than  the  other,  which  commonly  abides  in  the  Vef- 
fels  of  the  Womb  to  the  Fortieth  or  Two  and  Forti¬ 
eth  Day. 

T he  Third  Degree  of  the  Formation  of  the  Foetus. 

The  Soul  having  built  the  Heart  for  its  principal 
Refidence.  and  to  be  in  a  Capacity  to  obey  the  Hu¬ 
mane  Intelligence,  takes  Care  to  fecure  it  on  all  Sides 
from  what  is  hurtful,  encompaffing  it  with  a  ftrong 
Membrane  to  defend  it  from  the  Aflaults  from  withitL 
producing  a  clear  and  Tweet  Water  to  refreth  it  in  its 
perpetual,  and  lotnetimes  violent,  Motions,  and  rai¬ 
ling  afterwards  Ramparts  of  Bones  to  guard  it  againffc 
a  Foreign  Enemy. 

As  loon  as  the  fir  ft  Lunar  Month  is,  elapfed,  the 
Foetus  changes  Place,  and  falls  down  in  the  void 
Space  of  the  Womb,  where  his  relieved  and  kept  as 
Nasures  richeft  Trea fare,  and  being  hugged  and 
careffed,  feems  to  rejoice  by  almoft  imperceptible 

Motions  the  Mot  her  is  made  lenftble  of. 

By  this  hogging  and  fqueezing  of  the  Foetus  the 
Woman’s  Belly  g  ows  lefs  than  before  ->  the  Intrails 
purfing  up,  and  tenderly  encircling  the  Child  lately 
arrived.  It’s  fituated  at  the  Mouth  of  the  VeffeF: 
it  came  out  of,  between  the  middle  of  the  bottom  of 
the  Womb,,  and  the  opening  of  its  Ejaculatory  VeP 
fel.  This  Pofture  feems  fomewhat  conftrained,  be- 
caufe  the  who,le  Space  of  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb 
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may  at  fuch  a  Time  eafily  be  filled  up  with  a  tolera¬ 
ble  Green  Almond. 

But  the  Parts  of  the  Embryo  are  not  as  yet  per¬ 
fected.  The  Heart,  Lungs,  Liver,  Kidneys,  and 
Inteftines,  teem  to  be  iufpended,  and,  as  hwere, 
faftned  without  its  Body.  The  Eyes  are  like  Two 
final!  Black  Points  in  the  Forehead,  the  Back  bone 
and  Ribs  teem  {Stronger,  the  Hands  and  Feet  begin 
to  be  formed,  and  the  Veffels  grow  longer  and  larger; 
even  thofe  of  the  Navel  begin  to  be  perceptible 
coming  forth  to  find  Nourishment  for  this  little 
Creature,  as  Riolanus  obferved  in  an  Embiyo  he 
diffeaed. 

The  Embryo  is  nourifhed  by  what  it  meets  with  in 
the  Membrane  his  wrapt  up  in,  which  inlarges  daily 
in  Proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  little  Body  in- 
doted,  but  foas  to  leave  room  for  a  White  and  Spot* 
matick  Matter  coming  from  the  Cornua  or  Hot  ns, 
which  is  fo  neceffary  t  >  the  foetus,  that  without  this 
Principal  Aliment  twould  foon  ceafe  to  live. 

But  fcecaufe  it  may  he  laid  that  I  impofe  upon 
People  in  recounting  fo  many  Particulars  about  the 
Formation  of  Man,  as  if  I  had  been  Eye-witnefs  to 
the  Addons  of  Nature,  I  am  tefoived  to  confirm 
what!  have  faid  by  Experiments  made  by  mvfdf, 
and  taken  Notice  of  by  Eminent  and  Learned  Phyfi- 
cians. 

IfBrutes  may  enter  into  Comparifon  with  Men,  I 
can  fay,  in  the  Obfervation  I  have  made  of  the  Nou~ 
rilhmsnt  of  the  Chick,  that  this  little  Creature  is  at 
firft  only  nourifhed  by  tbs  White  of  the  Egg,  it  being 
moffc  all  wafted  before  it  touches  the  Yolk,  and  the 
fame  Yolk  is  moft  entire  fome  Days  before  the 
Chick  conies  out  of  the  Shell,  In  the  fame  Manner 
the  Child  is  nourifhed  in  the  Mother’s  Womb  ^  the 
Blood  of  the  Mother  bearing  Refemblance  to  the 
Yolk  of  the  Egg,  ferves  alfo  for  the  Nourifhment  of 
the  foetus  in  the  laft  Months  of  its  Imptifonment. 

S  4 


Avicenna 
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Avicenna ,  One  of  the  moft  Curious  Obfervers  of 
Nature  that  ever  was,  Authorizes  this  Truth  :  He 
perceived  the  foetus^  as  ’cwere,  fufpended  by  Two 
Spermatick  Strings,  which  both  came  from  the  Horns 
of  the  Womb,  and  1  do  not  doubt,  fays  he,  but  ’tis 
nourifhed  thereby  before  it  draws  Blood  from  the 
Intrails  of  its  Mother. 

Varolus  obferved  the  fame,  viz.  that  the  Spinal 
Roots  of  the  foetus,  which  fufpended  ir,  come  from 
the  Two  Cornua  of  the  Womb  in,  the  Form  of  Hail: 
Thefe  fmall  Strings  are  obliterated,  according  to  this 
Phyfician’s  Obfeivation,  afioon  as  the  Umbilical 
VefTels  penetrate  the  Membrane  the  fcetus  is  wrapt 
up  in,  and  the  Womb  begins  to  dilfii  a  fmall  Dew 
of  Blood,  which  forms  the  After-burden,  fitted  very 
properly  by  Arantio,  the  Liver  of  the  Womb. 

As  for  my  part  I  do  declare  I  have  applied  myfelf 
to  examine  the  Principles  of  Man’s  Formation,  and 
found  White  VefTels  among  the  Sanguine  in  the 
Wombs  of  Teeming  Women  I  have  diffe&ed,  de¬ 
fending  towards  its  Orifice,  and  feeming  to  form 
feveral  Valves  to  retain  the  Humour  with  more  Eafe. 

At  this  Time  the  foetus  is  big  as  one’s  Thumb, 
in  a  Manner  fke  a  Hen-Egg,  covered  with  its  Mem- 
f  ranes :  The  Head,  being  as  big  as  the  reft  of  the 
Body,  contains  a  Subflance  like  curded  Milk,  and 
the  Mouth  being  open,  one  would  take  it  to  be  a 
Dog  without  Nofe  or  Ears  j  The  Principle  Parts  ap¬ 
pear  no  longer  to  the  Sight,  the  Sex  is  ealier  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  Diverfity  of  the  Secret- parts,  which 
ate  the  laft  made  •,  for  the  Intelligence  having  a 
Matter  peice  in  Hand,  mutt  take  up  fome  Time  to 
bring  it  to  peifeftion  5  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  the 
Advantages  the  Privy-parts  poflefs  may  have  retard¬ 
ed  their  being  formed.  The  Seat  of  the  diftributive 
Soul,  the  Parts  by  which  Senfuality  and  Voluptu- 
oufnefs,  are  communicated  to  Man,  by  which  he  be- 
comes  Vigorous,  Hatdy,  Stout,  Ingenious  and  Fruit¬ 
ful,  requiring  a  longer  Period  of  Time  to  be  framed. 

la 


In  the  Second  Lunar  Month  we  diftinguifh  Two 
Membranes  about  the  foetus  *  the  Fiift  being  vifible, 
is  called  by  Anatomifts  Chorion ,  and  feems  to  be 
made  by  the  Natural  Heat,  which  afting  on  the 
Woman's  Seed,  when  coll e£ted  in  one  of  the  Horns, 
forms  a  Ball  or  Egg  thereof  The  Second  is  that 
which  touches  the  foetus  immediately,  called  by 
Anatomifts  Amnios ,  by  Reafbn  of  the  Man’s  and 
Woman’s  Hear,  which  the  Intelligence  employed 
firft  of  all  to  make  the  little  Diaphanous  and  Tran- 
fparent  Bladder  we  defcry  in  the  beginning  of  Con¬ 
ception. 

Thefe  Two  Membranes  grow  in  Proportion  to  the 
Encreafe  of  the  \aetus%  snd  equally  comprefs  and  en¬ 
large  the  Womb  :  The  Exteriour  Membrane  touches 
hard  upon  the  Bottom  of  this  Part,  and  by  Means  of 
a  little  Blood  that  flows  in  Drops,  flicks  and  joins 
to  its  inner  Sutface  •,  which  Blood  afterwards  curd¬ 
ling,  by  Virtue  of  the  Man’s  Seed,  finds  from  its 
Sediment,  and  receives  the  Veflels  the  foetus  pufhes 
forth  for  the  Reception  of  fuch  Aliment  as  is  necef* 
fary  and  agreeable  to  it  in  its  Prifon. 

Two  Arteries  proceeding  from  the  Iliacs  of  the 
foetus,  accompanied  with  a  Vein  from  the  Cavity 
of  the  Liver,  terminate  in  the  Veffel  at  the  Na¬ 
vel,  in  Conjunction  with  the  String  that  fufpends 
the  Bladder  from  what  the  Matrons  call  the  Cord  ot 
Navel  firing,  it  being  nothing  but  a  Cafe  of  Arteries 
and  Veins  of  the  foetus  lengthened.  The  Arteries 
forward  the  fuperfluous  Blood  thereof,  and  are  about 
giving  Motion,  and  communicating  Heat  and  Spi¬ 
rits  to  the  Blood  that  is  found  in  the  Flefhy  Part  of 
the  After-burden.  The  Vein  being  often  double, 
brings  a  Humour  from  the  Liver  of  the  Womb 
into  that  of  the  Infant,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  Perfect  and  Fine,  before  it  pafles  through  the 
Heart  of  the  foetus. 


T he  Fourth  and  Loft  Degree  of  the  formation  of  the 

Foetus.  '  i 


The  Intelligence  works  with  fuch  Speed  Man’s 
happy  Cotnpoiition,  that  if  we  had  the  Faculty  to 
fee  it  Day  from  Day  we  ffaould  obferve  fomething 
stew  at  every  Moment. 

The  Membranes  the  Infant  are  wrapt  in  are  about 
she  Bignefs  of  a  Fift  in  the  Third  Lunar  Month,  and 
the  Chorion  begins  already  to  flick  fall  to  the  Bottom 
of  the  Womb,  but  in  fuch  manner  as  not  to  present 
the  flowing  of  fuch  Humours  as  come  from  the  Eja¬ 
culatory  Veflels  i  were  it  not  fo,  ’twould  not  be  pro¬ 
bable  the  White  and  Spermatick  Matter,  by  which 
the  Child  is  3S  yet  nourilhed,lhould  comefrom  thence 
without  Interruption. 

Though  Authors  vary  about  the  Veflels  that  carry 
this  N  urifhrnent  to  the  Fetus,  yet  we  ought  to. be¬ 
lieve  that  there  are  fuch,  becaufe  the  Humours  fhut 
up  in  the  Chorion  and  Amnios  have  hitherto  lerved 
inftead  of  Matter  for  the  forming  all  the  Parts 
of  the  Fetus  to  nourifh  it  all  this  while.  So  that  we 
may  conjefture  thde  Spermatick  Humours  would  be 
quire  fpe  it  if  they  had  not,  be  nfupplied  by  others. 
And  I  noways  doubt  but  the  Spermatick  Strings  of 
Avicenna,  and  the  Dotf  il  Root  of  Virolus,  are  Vef- 
iels  that  carry  the  Woman’s  Seed  to  the  Fetus  to  nou- 
lifh  it ;  fori  can  no  more  be  wrought  upon  to  be¬ 
lieve  ’tis  nouriffied  by  the  Mothers  Blood  than 
Galen  and  Fernelius. 

Bur  Generation  advances  after  a  furprizing  Rate, 
the  20tb  Day  the  Heart  being  ftronger,  and  moving 
with  more  Force,  than  before  ;  fo  that  the  Sides  of 
tfeeVeflel*  wherein ’tis  fhut  up,  are  irritated  fo,  as  to 
budge,  and  make  a  fmall  Periftaltick  Motion  to  dip 
charge  the  tich  Depojiium  Nature  hath  intrufted  it 
withalin  the  Womb, 
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This  fuperfluous  Blood  isevacuated  the  Firft  Months 
of  Breeding,  iri  fnme  Meafure,  by  the  Terms  in  feme 
Young  Sanguine  Women  :  As  For  others,  who  do  not 
purge  this  Way,  the  worft  thereof  abides  in  their 
Veins,  to  render  them  miferabie  all  the  Time  of  their 
Breeding,  unlefs  they  are  very  ftrong  and  able  to  re¬ 
fill  it.  NeVerthelefS  Nature,  managing  wifely  its 
Prod  unions,  diffipates  this  ill  Blood  of  the  Terms, 
by  the  Loathings  and  Abliinence  of  Breeding  Women, 
or  elfe  they  void  the  Excrements  by  the  Mouth  in 
Vomiting,  and  other  Places  deftined  for  fitch  Ufes: 
As  for  the  other  and  better  Part  of  it,  it  is  turned  in¬ 
to  W7hire  Matter  for  the  Noutilhment  of  the  Foetus , 
as  we  (hall  prove  in  the  Sequel. 

The  Mao’s  Seed  has  not  only  a  Virtue  of  being  the 
chief  Matter  for  Generation,  but  alio  renders  a  Wo- 
man’s  Seed  fruitful  by  its  Spirits,  which  iniinuate  in¬ 
to  the  whole  Mafsofher  Blood  ;  for  how  is  it  proba¬ 
ble  the  menftruous  Blood  fhould  avoid  caufing  Dif¬ 
ord  ers  in  Women  that  have  no  Terms  the  Firft 
Months  of  Breeding,  if  it  was  not  changed  into  Seed 
by  the  particular  and  fermentative  Faculty  of  the 
Man’s  Seed  ?  And  by  what  Means  would  the  Woman 
engender  fo  many  White  Humours  for  the  forming 
and  nourifhing  the  Fat  us  the  Firft  Months,  if  the 
menftruous  Blood,  as  being  the  Firft  Matter,  did  not 
ferve  for  this  life  > 

The  Man’s  Seed,  that  changes  the  Blood  which 
remains  after  the  Breeding  Woman  is  nourifhed  there¬ 
by  into  Milk,  turns  alfo  the  fame  Blood  into  a 
White  and  Spermatick  Matter  to  ferve  for  Nourilh- 
ment  to  the  Fatus  that  is  a  Breeding 

i .  Moft  Phyficians  believe,  one  after  another,  that 
the  Clear  Humour  contained  in  the  Amnios  is  the 
Sweat  of  the  Fatus,  and  that  included  in  the  Chorion 
is  Urine :  And  becaufe  they  had  not  been  able  to  dif 
cover  either  the  Origin,  or  Ufe  of  thefe  Liquors, 
they  accomodate  Nature  to  their  own  Thoughts’ 
and  fancy  that  thefe  Things  are  quite  different  to 

what 
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fvhat  they  really  are  :  Bur  they  draw  the  Urachus, 
whereby  the  Bladder  hangs  to  the  Navel  beyond  the 
Amnios ,  to  the  End  it  may  bring  the  Urine  into: 
the  Cavity  of  the  Chorion ,  whereas  this  String  termi¬ 
nates  only  at  the  Navel,  and  is  never  hollow,  but. 
when  ’tis  againft  the  Laws  of  Nature,  as  Experience: 
informs  us* 

2.  Whence  proceeds  this  Sweat  and  Urine  in  a  Rjr- 
tusy  that  has  not  as  yet  any  Kidneys  formed,  nor 
Bladder  made,  and  does  not  exercife  to  luch  a  Degree 
as  to  fweat  ?. 

3.  A  liule  Bird  including  in  its  Shell,  neither  fweats 
Bor  piffcs,yet  feparaus  thofe  Two  Humours ;  and  to 
Jpeak  orly  of  the  Chick,  after  the  Egg  in  which  it  is 
ffiut  up  has  been  fat  upon  Eight  or  Ten  Days,  a  very 
cleat  and  limpid  Humour  may  be  obfcivcd  in  one  of 
its  Membranes,  call’d  the  Milk,  and  in  the  others 
Matter  fc  mewhat  thicker,  called  the  White  of  the  Egg. 

4.  Bcfides,  if  thele  Matters  were  Sweat  and  Urine, 
fey  what  Means  could  they  be  Loured  from  corrupt¬ 
ing  and  annoying  ihe  Fcctus  all  the  while  it  abides 
in  the  Mother’s  Womb  ? 

We  mull  own  then,  that  the  Humours  contained 
between  the  Membranes  of  the  F anus  are  rather  its 
Aliment,  than  the  Excrements  of  its  little  Body. 

5.  If  we  muff  approve  of  this  Opinion  of  Philofo- 
phets  we  may  fay,  we  ought  firft  to  be  nourifhed  by 
Seed,  becaufe  we  have  been  formed  thereof;  for  be¬ 
sides  that,  we  do  not  at  firft  defcry  any  VefFels  that 
carry  Blood  from  the  Mother  to  the  Fcetus^  the  Bicod 
of  the  Terms  being,  as  we  havefaid,  too  foreign  a 
M  ntrifhment  to  change  into  theParts  of  a  little  tender 
Body.  But  when  the  F 'cetus  is  accomplifhed  ’tis  of 
another  Temper,  and  wants  more  Aliment  and  Men- 
fttuous  Blood,  which  is  another  Sort  of  Nourilhmenr, 
brought  from  the  Flefliy  Part  of  the  After- burden. 

6.  Moreover,  the  Seeds  being  ExtraUs  of  the  pureft 
Parts  of  our  Patents  Blood,  what  Harm  is  there  in  be¬ 
lieving  they  may  become  Blood  again  ?  Seeing 

the 
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the  Drop  of  Blood  we  obferve  feme  Days  after  Co# 
ception,  is  engendred  of  Seed,  and  multiplied  by  this 
fame  Matter. 

7.  Experience  (hows  us,  that  Birds  are  nourifhed 
by  the  White  of  their  Egg  through  the  Veins  that 
are  diftributed  therein,  and  that  when  this  Nourifh- 
ment  comes  to  fail,  which  happens  about  the  latter 
End  of  their  Imprifonment,  they  make  ufe  of  the 
Yolk  wh'ch  is  found  tied  to  the  Navel,  Eight  or  Ten 
Days  after  they  ate  come  out  of  the  Shell  ;  fo  that 
if  the  Memftruous  Blood  bears  Refemblance  to  the 
Yolk,  and  the  Woman’s  Seed  to  the  White  of  the  Egg, 
Why  may  we  not  believe  that  the  Foetus  is  at  firft  nou" 
rifhed  by  the  Mother’s  Seed,  and  alter  wards  at  the 
latter  end  by  the  Blood. 

8.  In  the  Amnios  we  find  a  Humour  clear,  fweer, 
and  agteable  to  the  Tafte,  prepared  by  Nature  to 
ferve  for  the  more  Immediate  Aliment  of  the  foetus  .* 
In  the  Chorion  is  found  another  Matter  fomewhat 
thicker,  being  a  more  foreign  and  remote  Aliment. 
Both  thefe  Matters  coagulate  and  curdle  when  put 
to  the  Fire,  which  proves  there  is  no  great  Miftake  in 
believing  they  have  the  fame  Qualities  as  the  Eggs  of 
Birds  for  the  White  of  the  Egg  nourifhing  the  Chick, 
as  we  have  oblerved,  why  may  not  this  White  Hu¬ 
mour  in  a  Woman  alfo  ferve  for  the  Nourifhmentof 
the  Child ,  and  be  of  the  fame  life  with  the  White  of 
an  Egg  ?  ■  No  doubt,  according  to  Hippocrates,  but 
the  limpid  Matter  of  the  Amnios  penetrates  the  ten¬ 
der  Body  of  the  foetus,  being  fucked  by  the  Mouth, 
drawn  in  by  the  Gullet,  and  received  in  the  Stomach, 
feeing  we  meet  with  a  Chylous  Matter  in  New¬ 
born  Children,  and  Black  Excrements  in  their  great 

!  Guts. 

9.  After  all  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  the 
;  foetus  is  nourifhed  by  the  Humours  contained  be- 
!  tween  its  Membranes  the  while  it  continues  in 

the  Womi)  5  for  how  could  it  be  taught  to  fuck  its 

-I  •  Mother’s 
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Mother's  Breaft  as  foon  as  ’tis  Born,  if  it  had  no 
follow’d  the  Trade  in  her  Entrails. 

We  mu  ft  then  conclude  from  what  has  been  faidi 
that  the  Humours  contained  in  the  Membranes.,  thu 
F cetus  is  wrapt  up  in,  are  not  pure  Excrements,  bu 
Matter  ferving  to  form  and  nourilh  it. 

If  we  had  Qbfetvarionson  every  Month,  we ftioulc 
doubtiefs  have  more  Infight  and  Knowledge  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Nature  in  our  Formation ;  and  i 
Phyficians  would  give  themfelves  a  little  more  Trouble 
than  they  commonly  do,  lam  perfwaded  we  might., 
in  a  little  Time,  make  wonderful  Difcoveries  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  Formation  of  the  F 'anus. 

About  Six  Years  ago  I  had  a  Woman  opened  tha 
died  after  having  gone  with  Child  Four  Months, ane 
after  having  cut  the  Two  Membranes  that  covered  the 
Child,  I  perceived  all  its  fmall  Members  diftinguifha 
ble  ;  her  Head  was  bigger  in  Proportion  than  all  the 
Body,  the  Brains  were  as  Curdled  Milk,  with  feme 
fmall  Fibres  that  went  acrofs  it,  the  Eyes  wanted 
Eye-lids,  the  Nofe  Flelh,  the  Mouth  Lips,  and  the 
Face  Cheeks,  the  Breaft  was  divided  in  almoft  Three 
equal  Cavities,  the  Pancreas  was  placed  in  the  upper- 
moft  bigger  than  in  perfeft  Men,  and  was  full  of  2 
White  Liquor  like  Milk :  The  Lungs,  Liver,  Spleen 
and  Kidneys,  being  all  of  a  pale  Red,  took  up  the 
lowermoft  Cavity,  and  the  Heart  fhut  up  in  its  Peri¬ 
cardium  the  midlemoft.  This  laft  Part  feemed 
double  by  the  Tumour  of  its  Right  Ventricle,  and  its 
Two  Auricula.  The  Stomach  was  full  of  Humour, 
fomewhat  thick,  refembling  in  Lome  Meafure  that 
contained  in  the  Amnios,  and  the  fmall  Guts  contain¬ 
ed  a  Chylous  Matter,  and  the  great  Ones  a  Matter 
fomewhat  Black,  of  the  Confiftency  of  a  Liquid  Qpi- 
at.  The  Get  Caecum  was  only  an  Appendix,  as  in  0* 
ther  Men,  and  did  not  form  a  Second  Inteftine,  as  is 
obferved  in  Hogs :  There  was  a  fmall  Quantity  oi 
Urine  in  the  Bladder,  and  a  little  Bile  in  the  Gall- 
Bladder  the  Caul  was  like  unto  a  little  Cloud  that 

floated 
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Boated  upon  the  Guts  in  the  Upper-part  of  the  Bel  If, 
the  Kidneys  were  divided  into  feveral  (trail  Balls, 
as  thole  of  Calves,  and  on  top  of  the  Fat  was  ob- 
ferved  fome  Reddflh  Parts  like  Kernels,  which  the 
Arteria  Adipofa,  being  almoft  as  big  as  the  Emul- 
genr,  moiftened  the  Teflicles  were  in  the  Belly, 
tor  it  was  a  Boy,  under  the  Kidneys  in  the  lame 
Place  where  thole  of  Women  are,  the  Toes  and  Fin¬ 
gers  began  to  be  furnifhed  with  Nails,  and  the 
Mufcles  feemed  Red  with  Blood,  probably  that  they 
had  been  nourifhed  by. 

The  Chorion  was  as  ’twere  glued  to  fome  coagu¬ 
lated  Blood,  that  came  from  the  Bottom  of  the 
Womb,  after  the  fame  Manner  as  we  fee  a  Toad- 
flooi  faftned  to  a  Tree.  I  further  obferved,  that  the 
Umbilical  Vefleis  came  from  below,  and  ft  retched 
themfelves  upwardly,  after  having  pierced  Two  Mem¬ 
branes  of  the  Infant  to  join  in  the  middle  of  the 
Fidliy  Part  of  the  After-burden,  which  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  done  in  Eight  or  Ten  Days  if  the 
Mother  had  not  Died  with  Child  :  T  alfo  found  a 
great  Quantity  of  White  and  Macilaginous  Matter 
between  the  Membranes  of  the  V'ostus  and  the 
Womb  5  and  having  cut  myfelf  one  of  the  Woman’s 
Ejaculatory  Vefleis  that  was  as  bigas  one’s  Finger,  it 
feemed  to  be  full  of  White  Matter,  like  that  of  a 
Woman’s  Seed:  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb  was  a 
good  Inch  thick,  god  like  a  Spunge.  I  perceived 
Varices  tliere  in  great  Number,  and  fome  Veins  filled 
with  a  White  Juice  that  were  varicous  in  feveral 
Places.  Whatever  ferves  for  the  Ornament  and  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Child  is  formed  in  the  Fifth  or  Sis 
Month,  the  Hairs  then  piercing  thro’  the  Skin,  and 
the  Nails  coming  upon  the  Toes  and  Fingers  •,  the 
Eye-lids  begin  to  cover  the  Eyes,  the  Note  to  be  gar- 
nifhed  with  Skin,  and  the  Mufcles  Buccwatores ,  that 
make  the  Cheeks  redden,  and  the  Lips  are  the  laft 
Part  formed;  the  Ears  are  as  yet  imperfect,  and  the 
Thorax  is  alfo  feen  to  diftribute  its  lower  Parts  by 
forming  the  Diaphragm.  Mean 
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.Mean  While  all  thefe Parts  are  in  this  Fofwardnefs 
thofe  called  the  Principal  and  Neceffary  to  Life,  are; 
alfo  perfe&ed  and  accomplifhed.  The  Chorion  flicks 
fafter  than  before  to  the  Fleflly  Part  of  the  After-bur¬ 
den,  which  is  about  Three  Fingers  Bignefs,  and  re¬ 
ceives  already  the  Infertion  of  the  Umbilical  Vefleis 
Theie  VefTels  begin  to  dra  w  the  Matter  that  contributes 
to  the  Nourifhment  of  the  Fcrtus,  it  being  now  fobig 
as  to  require  more  Nourifhment  than  before. 

Riolanus  confirms  my  Opinion  by  what  he  relates 
of  a  Woman  gone  Three  Monthswith  Child,  differed! 
i<Sr2  :  Her  Tefticles  were  flat,  whitifh,  and,  ask 
were,  knit  to  the  middle  of  the  out  fide  of  the  Womb 
the  Horns  of  the  Womb  were  as  big  as  a  Finger,  but! 
the  Right  fomewhat  bigger  than  the  other,  and  both 
filled  with  a  White  Humour  ;  its  Neck  was  hard  and: 
callous,  yet  moiftened  by  a  glewy  Matter ;  the  Fle- 
ihy  Part  of  the  After-burden  was  a  Finger’s  Breadth 
thick,  and  joined  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb  by 
lome  fmall  Fibres. 

This  Relation  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  the 
Child  was  come  out  of  the  Right  Horn  of  the  Matrix  . 
it  being  wider  than  the  other,  and  that  the  Ejacula¬ 
tory  Vefleis  would  not  be  fo  large,  nor  contain  fucb  a 
great  Quantity  of  White  Matter,  if  this  Matter  had 
not  its  particular  Ufes,  viz^  to  nourifh  the  Vest  us  in 
the  Firft  Months,  and  to  contribute  farther  to  it  in 
the  latter.  In  fine,  the  F 'ostus  having  Communication 
with  the  Flefhy  Part  of  the  After-burden,  we  may 
thereby  conje£ture  it  is  nourifhed  by  different  Ali¬ 
ments. 

The  Flefh  of  the  After-burden  derives  its  Origin 
from  Blood  coagulated  by  the  Woman’s  Seed,  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  Spirits  of  the  Man’s  Seed.  This 
Fleth  is  not  like  unto  that  of  the  Bowels,  we  may  ea- 
fily  tear  it  with  our  Nails,  becaufe  of  its  Softnefs  and 
Spongious  Subfiance  \  whence  it,  is  fo  apt  to  imbibe 
Blood,  that  diftils  perpetually  as  a  Dew  through 
the  fmall  Arteries  of  the  Womb,  Its  Figure  is  con¬ 
vex 


\ 


(  273  ) 

vex  on  the  Side  it  touches  the  Womb.  It  has  Slits, 
Sinus’s  and  Inequalities,  which  hinder  its  being  fuf- 
focated  by  the  Humours  that  come  in  Plenty  from  the 
Side  of  the  Womb.  All  its  Subftance  is  full  ofVef- 
fels,  which  are  rather  Arteries  than  Veins,  to  the  end 
they  may  attenuate  and  incide  the  Blood,  that  has 
once  ferved  for  the  Nourishment  of  the  Child,  and 
to  reCtifie  what  new  Blood  comes  from  the  Mother. 
Thefe  Velfels  are  Productions  ofthofe  of  the  Fatus, 
the  Intelligence  has  pulhed  even  into  the  After-bur¬ 
den,  to  find  out  Nourifhment  for  the  little  Creature 
it  has  formed. 

If  the  Womb  on  one  Hand,  opens  Eight  or  Ten  fmall 
Arteries  to  dift ribute  the  Blood  by  Drops  to  the  Fiefh  of 
the  After-burden,  this  Fiefh,  on  the  other  Hand,  pufhes 
above  Forty  into  the  bottom  of  the  Womb.  Thus 
Women  that  are  in  Travel  do  not  run fo  great  a  Risk 
of  their  Life,  as  is  commonly  believed,  by  the  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  Blood  of  the  After-flood,  becaufe  they 
have  but  fo  few  VefFels  openon  their  Side. 

The  Fcetus  is  fituated  after  fuch  a  Manner  in  the 
Entrails  of  the  Mother,  that  the  Umbilical  Velfels  ab- 
fcend  to  feek  out  whereby  to  live,  as  the  Bud  of  the 
Seed  feeks  Air.  Thefe  Veffels  are  fortified  with  a 
thick  and  flicking  Membrane,  which  is  the  Produ¬ 
ction  of  the  Fatin’ s  Belly,  and  its  other  common 
Membranes.  After  they  are  lengthned  ro  about  Five 
Foot,  they  fling  themfelves  into  the  Fiefh  of  the 
After-burden,  the  others  make  Place  for  them  by 
means  of  their  Blood,  ratifying  and  fubtilizing  the 
Humour  that  they  there  meet  withal,  which  is  com- 
monly  none  of  the.  belt  •  and  after  having  impref- 
fed  their  own  Motion  upon  it,  they  make  it  1'wift- 
ly  paft  into  the  Vein  that  is  fhut  up  in  the  fame 
Cafe.  This  Vein  has  at  certain  Intervals  Valves 
to  prevent  the  Blood  from  flowing  with  Preci¬ 
pitation,  and  from  Rifling  thev  Child.  By  thefe 
little  Knots  the  Matrons  divine  what  will  happen 

unto 
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unto  the  Mother ;  which  Divination  St.  Cbryfo • 
j Horn  exclaims  againft  in  fo  loud  and  eloquent  a 
Manner.  . 

If  you  have  a  Mind  to  know  how  the  Blood  cir¬ 
culates  in  the  After-burden,  and  communicates  itfelf 
to  the  E rtrts,  only  let  the  Cord  be  tied,  and  you 
may  fee  that  the  Veins  fwell  towards  the  After-bur¬ 
den,  and  that  the  Arteiy  beats  towards  the  Child,  in- 
fomuch  that  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  Motion 
of  its  Humour; 

We  have  Reafon  to  admire  the  Situation  of  the 
foetus  in  the  Woman’s  Body,  it  having  always  the 
Head  lowermoft,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
to  be.  ready  to  come  out  when  its  Time  is.  The  Big- 
nefs  and  Heavinefs  of  its  Head  makes  it  always  keep 
this  Pofture,  its  Face  is  turned  towards  the  Back  of 
the  Mother,  its  Nofe  between  its  Knees,  and  the 
Fifts  next  to  its  Cheeks,  the  Elbows  touch  the 
Thighs,  and  its  Heels  the  Bums,  continuing  in  this 
Pofture  Nine  Months,  fometimes  fleeping,  fometimes 
waking,  and  Birring  vigoroufly  enough.  For  altho’ 
the  Nerves  of  the  foetus  are  not  fo  very  hard,  yet 
they  are  big,  and  even  bigger  than  ours,,  and  in  a 
Capacity  to  caule  fenfible  Motions. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Tenth  Lunar  Month  the 
foetus  is  in  its  entire  Perfection,  all  its  Parts  are  ac- 
complilhed,  and  it  afpires  to  nothing  but  Liberty. 
The  Liquor  in  which  it  fwims  becomes  old  and  cor¬ 
rupted,  becaufe  on  one  Hand  it  has  taken  the  beft  for 
its  Nourilhment,  fince  it  began  to  live,  andthen  on  the 
other  there  are  a  great  many  Excrements,  which  be¬ 
ing  mixed  with  it,  have  infe&ed  it.  The  Urine  that 
Comes  from  its  Privy  Parts,  and  from  nowhere  elfe, 
and  the  ordure  of  its  Skin,  have  corrupted  this  Liquor, 
whence  thePrifoner  being  infeded  with  the  Air  of  its 
Dungeon,  breaks  the  Chains,  and  bends  all  his-  En¬ 
deavours  to  come  out,  in  order  to  find  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  Abode.  Its  Stomach  can  no  longer  abide  a  cor¬ 
rupted  Liquor,  it  making  ill  Impremons  upon  the 

Heart, 
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Heart,  and  the  Spirits  being  altered  thereby.  May 
be  Nature  has  for  this  Rea fon  furnifhed  it  with  a  well- 
feafoned  Blood  from  the  middle  to  about  the  latter 
Part  ofTeeming,  to  avoid  the  ill  Nqunf'nmentofthe 
Liquors  that  are  (hut  up  between  the  Membranes  of 
the  After-burden. 

At  fueh  a  Time  the  intetiour  Orifice  of  the  W omb,' 
which  at  the  Beginning  of  Breeding  refembles  the 
Muzzle  of  a  New-born  Puppy,  or  rather  a  Hen’s 
Breech,  is  but  a  Roll  fluffed  wi  th  Flocks ;  nay,  rather 
quite  effaced  through  the  widening  of  the  Womb, 
which  is  the  fureft  and  trueft  Sign  of  the  Approach 
of  Child-bearing. 

Thefe  Liquors,  though  they  are  become  Excre¬ 
ments,  have  ftill  their  fifes,  on  one  Hand  they  refill 
external  Accidents  which  might  caufe  its  Death,  while 
it  yet  is  in  its  Mother’s  Womb,  and  on  the  other  Hand 
they  facilitate  in  Time  the  Travel,  by  moiftening  the 
Secret  Parts  of  the  Woman. 

There  is  another  Reafon  for  Child-bearing,  as 
natural  as  that  which  we  have  but  now  fpoken  of. 
The  Heat  that  refides  in  the  Heart  cannot  laft  long  if 
it’s  not  fanned,  and  does  not  from  Time  ro  Time 
difcharge  itfelf  from  the  V aprous  Excrements  it  ingen¬ 
ders.  This  Fire  being  come  to  a  Degree  of  Force,  as 
not  to  fuller  an  Augmentation  without  Hazard,  for  fear 
the  Heart  might  be  ftifled,  if  in  difengaging  itfelf 
from  its  Chains  it  did  not  find  out  Refreshment  elfe- 
where  by  means  of  the  Air,  which  the  Lungs  mull 
refpire.  For  this  Reafon  lome  Children  have  been 
heard  to  cry  whilft  yet  in  their  Mother’s  Belly,  as  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  Breath  before  they  were  Bern.  The 
fame  Reafon  as  well  as  the  other  obliges  the  Feet  us 
to  ftruggle  for  Liberty,  and  not  want  of  Nourifh- 
menr,  a  fufficienc  Quantity  being  furnifhed  them 
through  the  Navel-lhing. 

’Tis  then  the  Child  that  caules  the  T ravel  by  i  rs  En¬ 
deavours,  breaking  its  Bands,  and  the  Membranes 
that  embarrafs  it,  in  order  to  live  and  make  ufe  of  its 

>  T  2  -  Nou* 


\ 


(>7$  ) 

Noutifhment.  For  this  Reafon  it  knocks  vigoroufly 
on  the  Mother’s  Entrails,  which  being  extreamly  fen- 
fible  are  obliged  to  rife  up  againit  it,  and  drive  it 
out.  The  Child  caufes  the  firft  Endeavours,  and 
the  Mother  finifties  them 5  for  in  Travel,  when  it  is 
on  the  March,  the  Head  comes  out  firft,  nay,  fome- 
times  fo  aftoniftied  at  its  own  Endeavours,  that  the 
Woman  alone  flits  to  get  it  out  by  the  violent  Agita¬ 
tion  of  the  Mufcles  of  her  Belly. 

Some  cannot  be  perfwaded  that  the  Infant  can 
continue  in  the  Mother’s  Womb  without  Breathing, 
becaufe,  fay  they,  that  Life  is  fo  united  to  Refpira- 
tion,  that  we  ceafe  to  Live  when  we  ceafe  to  Breath. 

But  if  they  had  exaftly  confidered  the  Lungs  of  a 
F cetus  of  Eight  or  Nine  Months  old,  they  might  have 
been  convinced  of  the  contrary.  They  might  have 
obferved  that  the  Lungs  do  not  perform  the  fame 
Fun&ions  then,  as  in  perfeft  Men  *  for  in  Infants- 
this  Part  is  nouriftied  without  moving,  as  the  Colour 
of  their  Subftance  informs  us.  '  Befides,  they  might: 
learn  that  the  Blood  doth  not  circulate  in  the  Lungs, 
as  in  ours,  it  paffing  from  the  Septum  through  the  lit¬ 
tle  Hole  gaping  into  the  Cam,  as  Botal  has  obferved- 

Befides,  if  fome  perfeft  Creatures  fubfift  without! 
Refpiration,  as  molt  Fifties,  may  we  not  believe  that 
Error’s  may  live  fome  time  without  Breathing  ?  The 
Sea-water  refrefhes  the  Fifties  Hearts,  and  performs 
the  fame  Fun&ion  in  their  Lungs,  as  the  Air  per¬ 
forms  in  ours ;  and  the  Child  that  fwims  likewife  it 
Waters  is  refrefhed  thereby,  and  its  Heat  tempered 
which  at  firft  is  moderate  enough,  that  it  is  not  ne 
ceffary  for  it  to  refpire,  till  its  little  Heart  and  fmal 
Fire  is  augmented,  and  the  Water  has  obliged  it  to 
break  its  Chains,  and  ftruggle  for  Liberty. 

-  We  may  add  to  all  this,  that  the  Aliments  tfi 
Child  is  nouriftied  withal  are  more  pure,  and  left 
charged  with  Excrements  than  thole  we  feed  upon 
for  all  the  nouri  filing  Parts  of  the  Mother  cleanfe  then: 

from  their  Drofs,  and  filter  them  to  render  them  finer? 
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the  Liver  of  the  After-birth  (training  them  through 
its  fpongious  Flefh.  Befides,  the  Bowels  of  the  Infant 
corre&  them,  infomuch  that  after  all  this  the  Ali¬ 
ments  are  pure,  and  ftand  in  no  need  of  Refpiration » 
and  its  Heart  not  being  much  troubled  with  Fuligi¬ 
nous  Steams  of  Blood,  may  perform  its  A&ion  with¬ 
out  the  Help  of  Breathing. 

After  the  Child  is  Born,  and  the  After  burden  come 
our,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  the  Womb 
that  was  all  open  before,  ihuts  immediately,  and 
Three  Hours  after  one  cannot  put  a  Hand  into  it, 
which  has  often  made  me  wonder.  Thus  a  Man’s 
Virge  that  has  been  ftiffened  in  order  to  Generation, 
becomes  fo  lank  and  diminutive  after  the  A£tion,  that 
In  Winter  rime  ’tis  difficult  to  find  it.  Thofe  are 
Feats  of  Nature,  which  is  admirable  In  ail  its  A£fi- 
ons,  and  (hews  its  Power  and  Wonders  more  in  the 
Produ&ion  of  Man  and  Beaft,  than  upon  any  other 
Occafion  whatfoever. 


CHAP.  V. 


Of  MolaV,  or  falfe  Conception 1 


Ature  has  always  fome  Aim  in  what  it  enterpri 


X  >i  zeth,  and  Generation  is  never  undertaken  but 
upon  certain  and  determined  Principles ;  if  fometimes 
It  mifles  its  Scope,  the  concurring  Caufes  ought  rather 
to  bear  the  Blame  than  Nature  ;  if  true  Conception  is 
fometimes  fruftrated  in  Women,  the  Fault  muft  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Matters  not  being  difpofed  for  Humane 
Generation.  Tttere  are  fo  many  Conditions  requi¬ 
red  toward  the  Forming  of  a  Child,  that  if  the  leaft 
is  wanting,  nothing  but  a  Mola  or  falfe  Concep¬ 
tion  is  to  be  expeSed ;  and  to  fpeak  particularly 
of  this  difficult  Bufinefs,  I  muft  be  allowed  to 
give  fome  Hints,  without  examining  the  Thing 
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thoroughly,  not  having  read  any  Author  except  Vat- 
lancla  about  the  Irregularies  of  Generation. 

I  do  sot  here  fpeak  of  Monfters,  they  being  extra¬ 
ordinary  Things  in  NattiYef  that  do  neither  proceed 
from  Conception,  nof  the  Seed  of  the  Two  Sexes  : 
But  I  fpeak  of  Errors  ineConception,  that  are  com¬ 
mitted  through  the  Imperfections  and  Infirmities  of 
the  Seed,  or  by  thei  ill  OjuTtty  of  the  Menftruous 
Blood  j  for  the  true  an’d  ialfe  Conceptions  are  both 
made  by  the  Mixture  of  the  Man’s  and  Woman’s 
Seed,  as  we  have  proved  ir  elfe where,  and  fhall  far¬ 
ther  fhew  it  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourfe  . 

it  is  not  in  the  Woman’s  Power  to  pollute  herfelf 
a?  the  Man,  nor  to  dTcharge  herlelf  from  fuperflu- 
ous  Seed,  the  keeping  it  fometitnes  in  the  Tefticles, 
or  Horns  of  the  Womb,  where  it  Corrupts,  and  be¬ 
comes  Yellow,  Thick  and  Sinking,  whereas  it  was 
Clear  and  White  before;  but  the  Man  polluting  him- 
felf  often,  even  during  Sleep,  his  Seed  is  always 
New,  and  does  never  flay  in  the  Palfuges  to  Corrupt, 
but  ir  muft  diford er  him,  whence  its*  rendered  Bar¬ 
ren  and  Fruitlels,  and  if  communicated  at  fuch  a 
Juncture  to  a  Healthy  and  Fertile  Woman,  no  Gene¬ 
ration  enlues,  or  if  by  Hazard  any,  the  Children  are 
Sick  ly  and  Valetudinary.*, 

1.  All  the  Errors  and  Irregularities  of  Conception 
proceed  rather  from  the  Woman's  Side  than  the 
Man’s.  If  perchance  the  Man’s  Seed  meets  with  acor- 
,  tup  d  Seed  in  the  Woman,  no  true  Conception  can  be 
exp  cf  o  •,  let  the  Man’s  Seed  have  all  the  neceflary 
Qualifications  for  Generation,  it  will  never  be  able  to 
produce  d  Child,  if  the  Humours  by  the  Way  ren¬ 
der  it  incapable  of  performing  its  Natural  Function. 
When  it  mixes  with  a  Corrupted  and  Virulent  Sero« 
fity  in  the  Womb,  its  Soul,  (by  Galen  called  the 
Genitive  Spirit, )  is  deftroyed  ;  or  elie  when  entring 
one  of  the  Gm^'-and  communicating  its  Virtue  to 
the  Humours  ol  the  little  Ball  or  Egg,  that  contains 
the  Seed,  whereof  the  Feet  us  is  formed,  it  finds  this 
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fame  Seed  thick  and  indifpofed  to  receive  its  Ifii- 
preffions.  I  cannot  fee  how  the  great  Work  of  For¬ 
mation  can  he  brought  abour,  for  ’tis  not  probable 
the  Woman’s  Seed  Ihould  be  ftirred  by  the  active 
Spirits  of  the  Man’s  Feed,  and  be  as  ’twere  curdled 
thereby,  when  it  wants  Spirits  of  its  own,  and  hath 
loft  its  beft  and  moft  aftive  Particles  by  corrupting. 

Yet  Nature  fails  not  to  work  and  ftif  this  corrup¬ 
ted  Seed  of  the  Woman,  by  Means  of  the  Spirits  of 
the  Man’s  Seed  ;  and  it  being  no  Ways  dilpofed  to 
form  the  Pans  of  a  Child,  it  only  fwells,  ferments, 
and  multiplies  in  fome  Meafure. 

After  fome  Weeks  the  Bill  or  Egg  thus  fwollen 
is  thrown  down  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb  by  the 
Motion  of  the  Tuba.-,  where  it  fwells  more,  and  is 
alio  Supplied  with  ferous  Humours,  which  pene¬ 
trating  the  Pores  of  its  Membrane,  do  very  much 
contribute  to  its  Increafe. 

After  2,  3,  or  4,  Months  more,  Nature  feeing ’tis 
in  vain  to  work  upon  a  Matter  that  is  n  it  diipoled  to 
be  animated,  rids  itfelf  of  this  Moon- calf  by  trou- 
blefome  Pains,  and  irregular  Accidents-,  for  the 
Woman  finds  herfeif  bigger,  and  more  indifpofed 
thereby,  than  if  the  had  truly  conceived,  and  the 
Womb  is  fa  exhaufted  by  a  perpetual  dripping  of 
Blood  during  this  falfe  Breeding,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  retain  this  Inanimated  Ball  or  Egg.  In  fine,  by 
the  Time  limited  this  Mola  comes  out  by  Nature  as 
big  as  a  Fift,  as  Experience  teaches  me  ;  it’s  covered 
with  a  pretty  hard  Skin,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  Membrane  the  Woman's  Seed  was  wrapr  up 
in  when  it  was  in  one  of  the  Cornua.  If  this  Piece 
.  is  cut  one  will  find  a  Yellow  and  Corrupted  Humour 
moft  like  unto  Pap,  and  this  Humour  is  nothing  elle 
but  the  Woman’s  Seed  that  had  ill  Qualities,  and  was 
afterwards  fuppiied  and  fermented  by  the  like  Matter. 

2,  The  other  fort  of  Molas,  or  falfe  Conception,  is 
of  another  Figure,  and  generated  after  another  Man¬ 
ner  :  The  Genitive  Spirits  that  refids  in  a  Healthy 

T  4  and 
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and  A£Bve  Man’s  Seed  are  almoft  ftifled  by  mixing" 
with  crude  and  Serous  Humours  in  the  Womb  asi 
foon  as  ’tis  entred,  infomuch  that  flowing  afterwards? 
into  one  of  the  Cornua  it  cannot  produce  any  Thing; 
there,  if  it  meets  with  fuch  Humours  as  are  Obfti- 
nate  and  Rebellious  to  its  Impreffions,  whence  no- 
wonder  it  does  ftamp  its  Chara&er  on  fo  irregular 
Matters,  and  a  Mold  or  falfe  Conception  enfues :  The 
Man’s  Seed  mixed  furnilhes  but  weak  and  languid 
Spirits,  which  penetrating  the  Balls  or  Eggs,  and 
even  the  Body* of  the  Woman,  rather  put  the  Hu¬ 
mour  in  Motion  than  caufes  any  Thing  of  Generation., 

Wherefore  the  Spirits  of  the  Man’s  Seed  not  being 
able  to  11  ir  the  Woman’s  Seed,  yst  not  failing  to  pe¬ 
netrate  the  Mafs  of  her  Blood,  ferments  it  to  that 
degree,  that  feme  Drops  like  Dew  ft  ill  down  into  i 
the  Cavity  of  the  Cornua ,  whereof  feveral  Balls  or 
Eggs  are  formed  5  thefe  Balls  or  Eggs  not  having 
what  is  requifite  for  Generation,  are  fucceflively  drove 
and  chafed  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Heat  having  framed  a  little  thin  Skin  for  each 
of  thefe  Balls  or  Eggs,  as  the  Fire  of  the  Oven  pro- 
duceth  the  Cruft  Of  Bread. 

After  fome  little  Space  of  Time  thofe  Balls  or  Eggs 
pining  together  by  fmall  Fibres,  make  up  the  Bunch 
of  falfe  Conception,  or  a  Body  almoft  like  unto  the 
Flefh  of  a  Turkey  Cock  :  Thefe  Flefhy  Fibres  are 
produced  by  fome  Drops  of  Blood  which  comes  in 
more  and  lefs  Plenty  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb' 
in  the  Second  or  Third  Month  of  falfe  Conception. 

I  cannot  prove  this  clearer  than  by  the  Relation  of 

■fll . . - L- . — ;  I  fh all  not  repeat  it  here  becaufe  S 

have  told  it  at  large  in  the  foregoing  Chapter,  Art. 
6.  Befides,  my  Opinion  is  ftrengtbened  by  what  Val¬ 
le  rio!  a  fays  of  Lovifon,  and  the  Wife  of  George.  The 
fuft  voided  a  great  Membranous  Bunch  after  Six 
Months  apparent  Bignefs,  to  which  a  great  Number 
of  fmall  Balls  or  Eggs  like  unto  Fifh  Spawn  were 
knit,  they  continued  a  Yellow  thick  Humour,  that 
flunk,  and  no  doubt  had  ccntra&ed  all  thefe  ill  Qua¬ 
lities  by  its  too  long  flay.  Nature 
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Nature  cannot  bear  with  tbefe  falfe  Generations 
long,  it  ridding  itfelf  of  them  when  it  thinks  meet 
by  Pains  and  Gripes,  different  from  thofe  that  ac¬ 
company  true  Teeming-,  for  this  falfe  Conception  can¬ 
not  flay  above  Four  Months  in  the  Womb  without 
corrupting,  and  if  it  continues  till  the  Fifth,  Sixth, 
or  Seventh,  Month,  which  is  the  longeft  Term  of 
their  Haying,  Experience  has  taught  me,  that  the 
Humours  of  the  Balls  are  neither  Finer  nor  Whiter, 
but  Yellow,  Thick,  Corrupted  and  Stinking. 

3.  The  Third  Sort  of  falfe  Conception  is  that 
which  is  animated ;  I  call  it  fo,  becaufe  it  does  not 
reprefent  the  Figure  of  a  Man,  but  that  of  fome; 
other  Creature. 

The  Ball  or  Egg  fhut  up  in  one  of  the  Cornua  of 
the  Womb  doth  not  always  contain  Matters  unfit  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Itnpreffions  of  the  Man’s  Seed,  as  in  the  Firffc 
and  Second  Sort  of  falfe  Conceptions  5  neither  doth  it 
preferve  pure  Matters  as  in  true  Conceptions :  But  it 
happens  fometimes  that  the  Liquor  of  the  Ball  or 
Egg  is  mixed  with  good  and  bad  Humours,  as  we  fee 
good  and  bad  Blood  come  out  of  a  prick’d  Vein,  in* 
fomuch  that  there  are  fome  flexible  and  fruitful  Li¬ 
quors  in  this  Ball  or  Egg,  and  fome  foreign,  and  un¬ 
fit  to  receive  the  Character  the  Man’s  Seed  may  im- 
prefs 

Let  a  Man’s  Seed  be  as  ftrong  and  as  a&ive  as  it 
wiU,  it  can  only  communicate  its  Vertue  to  fuch 
Matter  as  is  difpoled  to  receive  its  Impreffions  :  So 
that  iftheWoman’sSeed,  and  its  Spirits,  are  few  and 
over  are  above,  partly  inflexible,  irregular  and  lan¬ 
guid,  there  is  no  probability  fhe  fhould  be  rendred 
Fruitful,  or  produce  a  true  Conception. 

We  muft  not  think  that  the  Intelligence  is  obliged 
i  to  frame  the  Body  of  this  Mola.  God  doth  not  fend 
an  Immaterial  and  Incorruptible  Soul  into  what  is  not 
Humane :  But  all  the  Fabrick  of  this  Body  is  only  to 
!  be  atributed  to  the  Soul  that  refides  in  the  Man’s 
Seed,  which  aSsas  well  as  it  can  in  following  the 
Orders  prefcribed  by  Nature. 


This 
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This  Soul,  whichhnay  be  called  an  Humane  Sou 
finding  itfelf. obliged  by  the  Neceffity  of  its  Efface  t<. 
snake  a  Body  of  the  Matter  it  meets  with,  difcharge 
Its  Duty,  and  works  without  Interrmffion  upon  thi 
unequal  Matter  to  produce  a  Body  r  For  as  Nature  i: 
careful  of  the  Perpetuation  of  Mankind,  fo  it  chufe 
father  to  fet  the  Agents  to  work  upon  any  Mattes: 
what  foe  ver  than  let  them  reft,  which  is  alfo  done 
upon  this  Occafion  :  The  Faultinefs  of  the  Matten 
hinders  not  its  adding,  and  although  it  wants  Mattes 
to  form  a  Child  entire  in  all  its  Parts,  and  finds  no 
thing  to  make  it  eirber  Arms  or  Legs.,  yet  it  frames 
Ipraething  that  in  fome  Meafurp  relembles  the  Agent 
that  produced  it. 

Though  the  Matter  on  which  the  Soul  is  at  work 
is  mixed  with  another  that  is  altogether  indifpofett 
for  the  Generation  of  Humane  Kind,  yet  that  which 
hath  convenient  Dilpofitions  fetves  to  form  an  anima¬ 
ted  Trunk,  that  refembles  a  great  Worm  or  Serpent,, 
that  is  to  fay,  that  this  Body  has  neither  Legs  nor  Arms! 

If  upon  another  Occafion  it  meets  with  fome  more 
Matter  to  form  the  Arms  and  Thighs  of  a  Fcetusi t 
only  begins  them  without  being  able  to  bring  them  to 
Perfection  for  want  of  Matter  5  and  thefe  imperfect 
Parts  not  beating  any  Proportion  to  the  reft  of  the 
Body,  a  Fcetus  thus  formed  refembles  a  Lizard,  or  a 
Rat  without  Hair  and  Tail,  and  fometimes  a  Toad. 

Again  if  the  Ball  or  Egg  whereof  the  F. 'cetus  is 
formed  too  near  the  Matrix ,  and  too  much  fqueezed 
by  the  hard  Membranes  of  one  of  the  Horns,  and  be* 
ftdes,  the  Feetus  wants  Matter  to  be  formed,  then  the 
Soul  is  only  able  to  produce  an  Animal  that  not  only- 
wants  Parts,  but  is  deformed  in  what  Parts  it  has-. 
Experience  confirms  this  Pofition  by  Women  that  are 
delivered  of  Children  that  refemble  Pigs,  Eagles,  or 
fome  luchlike  Creatures. 

The  Ball  wherein  this  animaredAL>Za  is  formed  is  in 
Procds  of  Time  chafed  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Womb, 
as  true  Conceptions  are,  and  this  Animal  receiving 

Humours 
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Humours  from  the  Cornua  and  Bottom  of  the  Womb 
to  nourilh  and  accomplilh  itfelf,  grows  daily  till  liich 
a  Time  as  Nature  being  irritated  unloads  itfelf  of  it 
with  great  Pains,  often  before  Nine  Months,  and 
fometimes  at  the  ordinary  Time  of  true  Conception, 
as  Houllicr  informs  us  by  a  Hiftory  of  a  Woman  that 
was  delivered  of  fome  Children  like  unto  Frogs. 

Although  the  Soul  of  the  Man’s  Seed,  or  if  you 
will,  the  Spirits,  are  weakened  by  mixing  with  an  is- 
fegular  Matter  in  the  Womb  a  Moment  before  Con¬ 
ception,  or  in  the  Ball  or  Egg  in  the  vety  Conception, 
yet  they  have  Virtue  to  penetrate  the  Body  of  Wo¬ 
men,  and  to  make  their  Impreffion  upon  all  the  Hu¬ 
mours  they  put  in  Motion ,  and  curdle  them  in  Prpcels 
of  Time  to  make  the  After-burden  of  this  animated 
Mola :  For  the  Menftruous  Blood  that  flows  from  • 
the  Bottom  of  the  Womb  nourilhes  this  Animal  as  if 
’twere  a  true  E vtus  *  but  becaufe  the  Woman’s 
Blood,  as  well  as  her  Seed,  has  Heterogeneous  Par¬ 
ticles,  and  of  a  quite  different  Subftance  one  from  the 
other,  one  ought  not  to  wonder  at  the  After-burdens 
being  fo  deformed  as  well  as  the  Mola^  and  not  at 
all  alike  unto  that  of  the  true  Rectus. 

Some  will  not  be  perfwaded  that  falle  Conceptions 
have  natural  Caufes,  as  we  have  been  about  to  ex¬ 
plain  it:  They  think  that  the  Planets  by  their  feve- 
rai  Conjunctions  are  the  Caufe  of  the  Generation  of 
thefe  Creatures ;  but  as  we  have  faid  elfewhere,  the 
Planets  are  too  remote  from  us  to  be  the  Proximate 
Caufes  thereof,  they  only  concur  in  the  Quality  of 
common  Canfes  in  all  true  and  depraved  Operations 
of  Nature. 

Ron, Islet  has  a  plea  fa  nt  Thought  upon  this  anima¬ 
ted  Mola  :  He  believes  that  if  Women  engender 
Rectus  that  refemble  Frogs,  Toads,  Moles,  Lizards, 
Hedghogs,  or  fuch  like  Creatures,  one  ought  toque- 
ftion  them  if  they  have  not  eat  Herbs,  or  drank  Water, 
that  might  preferve  the  Seed  of  thole  Animals ;  for  he 

is  perfwaded, that  as  Worms,  Frogs,  or  other  Animals, 

that 
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that  fometimes  are  generated  in  the  Bowels,  canno- 
but  come  from  their  Seed,  being  fwailowed,  which; 
the  Natural  Heat  afterwards  hatches  in  the  Body 
fb  the  Seed  of  thefe  Animals  being  diftributed  a- 
mongft  the  Blood  of  a  Woman,  may  be  lent  to  the 
Womb,  and  there  produce  a  fort  of  Creatures  like 
unto  that  it  came  from. 

But  the  Opinion  of  Gordon  and  fome  other  Phyfi 
clans  on  this  Matter  feems  to  be  more  probable  that 
what  has  but  now  been  offered.  They  fay  that  the" 
evil  Food  of  Women  breeds  ill  Seed,  and  ’tis  the; 
Came  of  all  the  Diforders  that  happen  in  Conception 
For  this  Reafon,  add  they,  we  call  the  animated 
Molar's  Brothers  of  the  Lombards  or  Salernitans 
which  the  Italian  Women  fometimes  engender  with 
true  Fa?tm\  becaufe  they  feed  very  foul. 

Thus  falfe  Conceptions  happen  through  an  irregu¬ 
lar  Mixture,  and  unequal  Proportion  of  the  Seed  oi 
the  Two  Sexesi  as  Six  Drops  of  Spirits,  mixt  with 
Three  Drops  of  Aquafortis ,  makes  the  Matter  fer¬ 
ment  badly,  but  to  ftir  it  rightly  there  muff  be  Six : 
The  fame  I  fay  of  true  Conception,  there  is  a  juft 
and  equal  Proportion  of  Sound  Seed  required  from 
both  Sexes  to  make  it  as  it  (hould  be. 

Experience  confirms  this  Opinion,  for  in  all  Places* 
of  Europe ,  particularly  in  the  Southern  Parts,  where 
the  Women  live  moftupon  Herbs,  or  Fruits  that  make 
111  Blood  and  ill  Seed,  fuch  Diforders  happen  in  Ge- 
iteration  Italy  and  Spain  furnifhes  us  with  fever  all 
Examples  on  this  Subje£f,  which  we  might  here  re-.1 
late,  if ’t would  not  be  Tirefome  to  the  Reader,  who> 
may  read  them  in  Authors  that  have  written  thereof 
©n  Purpofe, 

5Tis  fo  true,  that  the  Generation  of  falfe  Concepti¬ 
ons  is  made  after  the  Manner  I  have  faid,  that  if  you 
correQ  thelntemperies  of  a  Woman’s  Entrails,  puff- 
he  her  Blood,  and  evacuate  the  ill  Humours  that  make 
ill  Seed,  Experience  will  (hew  that  true  Concepti¬ 
ons  will  enfue  thereupon. 

Having; 
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Having  proved  that  falfe  Conceptions  are  formed 
by  the  Vicioufnefs  and  Imperfeflions  of  the  Seed,  I 
fhall  now  explain  how  Mold s,  or  falfe  Conceptions, 
are  engendred  through  the  Plenty  of  the  ill  Qualities 
of  the  Menftruous  Blood.  ' 

There  are  Two  Sorts  of  Molds  5  one  feems  to  have 
fome  Principle  of  Life  in  it,  and  the  other  is  altoge¬ 
ther  Inanimate ;  the  firft  comes  not  only  from  the 
Man’s  and  Woman’s  Seed  mixed  together,  but  from 
too  much  Menftruous  Blood,  and  the  latter  only  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  theMan’sSeed  and  the  Menftruous  B!ood,as 
we  fhall  make  it  appear  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Dilcourfe. 

The  animated  Mola  is  a  MafsofFlefh  covered  with 
a  Skin,  without  any  Humane  Figure,  that  has  Arte¬ 
ries  and  Veins,  with  fome  obfcure  Motion ;  it’s  form¬ 
ed  after  this  Manner,  the  Blood  of  the  Terms  flow  e- 
very  Month  from  Women,  only  through  the  Ferment 
tation  their  Seed  has  excited  in  the  whole  Mafs  of 
their  Blood,  as  we  proved  it  elfewhers  ;  info  much 
that  this  Blood  has  more  or  lefs  Seed  in  its  Mafs,  and 
confequently  is  more  or  lels  fufceptible  of  the  Im- 
preffion  of  the  Man’s  Seed ;  for  this  Seed  curdles 
the  Woman’s  Blood,  whereas  the  Woman’s  Seed 
only  puts  it  in  Motion  :  The  Formation  of  the  F  cetus 
and  After-burden  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  Man’s 
Seed,  and  to  this  fame  Seed  ought  to  be  afcribed  the 
Virtue  of  producing  the  Two  Sorts  of  falfe  Concepti¬ 
ons,  viz%  Animated  and  Inanimated,  both  of  which 
we  have  often  obferved  in  the  Hofpitals  of  the  Sou¬ 
thern  Countries,  where  Breeding  Women  are  taken  in. 

The  Seed  of  the  Man  then  being  thrown  into  the 
Womb,  meets  fometimes  with  fo  many  Humours  that 
embarafs  the  a&ive  Parts  of  its  Subftance,  that  it  can¬ 
not  get  into  the  Cornua  to  form  a  Child  :  It  continues 
flicking  as  it  were  in  its  Cavity  through  the  Plenty  of 
the  Menftruous  Blood,  which  hinders  it  from  per¬ 
forming  its  A&ion.  The  Soul  of  this  Seed,  which 
is  perpetually  bent  upon  A&ion,  when  it  meets 
with  Matter  never  fo  little  difpofedto  receive  its  Cha¬ 
ncier., 
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raO:er,  cannot  abide  there  without  enterprizing  fome 
thing:  It  a£ls  then  upon  the  Woman’s  Seed,  that  is  but 
now  come  in  Plenty  from  the  Cornua ,  by  breaking 
of  the  Membranes  of  the  Balls  or  Eggs,  and  after¬ 
ward  mixing  with  a  great  deal  of  Menftruous  Blood, 
It  forms  lomething  animated  thereof,  but  without 
a  Form.  It  breeds  Flelh  that  grows  by  degrees 
forms  Arteries  and  Veins;  Ligaments  and  Skin,  and 
gives  to  all  this  Compound  a  quivering  fort  of  Moti¬ 
on,  and  fome  obfcute  Feeling,  like  unto  that  Nature 
has  given  to  Spunges.  Tis  fuch  a  fort  of  Mola  that 
was  obferved  by  Matthias  de  Grades ,  which  lived 
only  fome  Minutes  after  being  brought  forth. 

But  if  the  Man’s  Seed  mixes  in  the  Womb  with 
much  Menftruous  Blood,  that  has  but  very  little  of 
the  Woman’s  Seed,  then  there  is  no  Conception  made^ 
the  Blood  of  the  Terms  ftifling  the  Soul  and  Spirits 
of  the  Man’s  Seed,  that  if  any  remain  they  only 
ferve  to  curdle  and  form  fome  Veins  in  a  piece  of 
Flefh  without  Figure  ^  or  if  fome  kind  of  Concep¬ 
tion  is  made,  that  which  is  animated  does  not  live 
long,  infomuch  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  Mola, 
that  is  to  fay,  that  which  has  been  animated  for  a 
little  while,  and  that  which  never  had  any  Principle 
of  Life,  abiding  long  in  the  Womb,  grow  as  Toad- 
ftools  and  Mulhrooms  *  and  fome  have  been  found  to 
flay  in  the  Womb  fotne  Years,  and  even  during  the 
Life  of  fome  Women.  All  falfe  Conceptions  are 
formed  fometimes  by  themfelves,  as  we  have  faid, 
before  the  true  foetus,  and  fometimes  after,  that  is 
to  fay,  through  Superfetation. 

It  is  no  more  difficult  to  believe  that  true  Concep¬ 
tion  is  made  after  the  Generation  of  a  Mola ,  or  falfe 
one,  than  to  believe  that  Superfetation  is  poflible,  of 
which  there  is  no  doubt  made  now-a-days  j  and  alfc 
to  believe  that  a  foetus  may  be  formed  in  a  Woman, 
after  having  put  a  Peftary  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Womb  to  keep  it  down,  as  Experience  hath  taught 
me,  and  Obfervations  affine  us.  For  let  the  Mola. 
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foe  formed  in  one  of  its  Cornua ,  let  it  take  up  its 
Bottom,  that  does  not  prevent  the  true  foetus,  or  the 
Man’s  Seed  from  taking  up  the  empty  Horns. 

The  Superfetation  of  a  falfe  Conception  or  Mol& 
happens  fometimes  when  a  Child  is  firmed  in  one 
of  the  Cornua  of  the  Womb,  and  when  it  doth  not 
fo  foon  defcend  into  its  Cavity.  If  an  Amorous  Wo¬ 
man  is carefled  during  that  Time,  file  may  conceive 
a  Second  Time  by  Vertue  of  the  Man’s  Seed  file  re¬ 
ceives  in  the  fitft  Weeks  of  her  Breeding,  and  thus 
give  Place  for  a  Second  Generation  and  Formation  of 
a  Mola,  or  falfe  Conception,  as  the  Matter  they  are 
to  be  form’d  of  fllall  be  difpofed. 

The  Man’s  Seed  enters  then  into  the  fame  Cornua, 
where  true  Conception  is  made  to  produce  an  ani¬ 
mated  Mala ,  and  meeting  with  a  little  Ball  or  Egg 
towards  the  Extremity  of  the  Tuba,  that  touches  the 
Womb,  Prints  its  fruitful  Characters  on  fome  Parc 
of  the  Humour  contained  in  the  Bill  or  Egg  that 
may  be  proper  to  receive  them.  But  as  the  Womb, 
where  the  firft  R nut,  is  hath  all  its  Parts  accom¬ 
pli!  hed  ,  and  is  irritated  thereby  after  fome  Weeks, 
it  flings  them  both  our,  the  laft  conceived  having  but 
now  received  its  Lineaments. 

The  True  and  falfe  foetus  tumble  both  down  into  the 
i  Cavity  of  the  Womb,  where  they  endeavour  to  draw 
Humours  from  both  Sides  for  their  Nourifliment. 
But  the  firft  Formed  is  the  ftrongeft,  and  lays  hold 
on  what  is  belt  in  the  Woman’s  Secret  Parts*  whereas 
the  other  being  languiftiing  through  its  fiift  Confir¬ 
mation,  and  by  being  deprived  of  iuch  Aliment  as  is 
agreeable  to  it,  remains  imperfeft,  and  aflumes  a 
Figure  anfwerable  to  the  Creatures  we  have  men¬ 
tioned, 

To  the  contrary,  fometimes  the  falfe  foetus  fucks 
what  is  belt,  and  leavds  what  is  fuperfluous  and  sx- 
crementitious  to  the  true  foetus,  whence  this  foetus 
not  being  able  to  live  by  thefe  evil  Aliments,  dies 
before  it  is  born.  Hence  derives  the  Fable,  that  a 

-  Child 
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Child  coming  into  the  World  was  bit  by  the  anima¬ 
ted  Mola,  andpoifoned  by  its  venomous  Bitings. 

Here  a  Queftion  may  be  darted,  whether  a  Wo¬ 
man  can  engender  a  Mo  la,  or  falfe  Conception,  with* 
out  being  catefled  by  a  Man  ? 

Thofethat  are  of  Opinion  that  Virgins,  as  well  as 
Married  Women,  are  Subjeftto  Diforders  of  Concep¬ 
tion,  as  Jul.  Scaliger ,  and  Levinas  Lemnius  fay,  that 
Galen  has  juftly  compared  Hens  Eggs  to  Mol  as  s 
and  that  thele  Creatures  laying  Eggs  without  the 
Male,  a  Woman  may  alfo  have  a  falfe  Conception, 
without  the  Communication  of  a  Man.  That  the 
ftrong  Fancy  of  a  Leacherous  Woman  may  make  a 
fufficient  Impreffion  upon  the  Matter  (hut  up  in  her 
Privy  Parts,  and  a  Mola  may  as  well  be  formed,  as 
Spots  in  the  Child’s  Body  *  and  befides  that,  there 
are  Instances  of  Perfons  of  an  Exemplary  Life  who# 
have  engendred  Moles  without  being  careffed. 

But  this  Opinion  that  feeras  favourable  to  Proftir 
tutes,  cannot  enter  into  the  Mind  of  any  that  have 
ftti&ly  enquired  into  the  Actions  of  Nature  in  point 
of  Generation.  For  5ds  eafily  known  by  Experience 
that  of  all  Nuns  and  Virgins  in  the  World  there  is 
not  one  that  ever  engendered  a  Mola  or  Moon-calf  - 
and  we  have  no  Observations  that  fuch  Things  eves 
were;  and  if  there  be  any,  tbeyfeem  fulpicious,  and 
we  believe  them  Suppofitions ;  for  befides  fevera 
other  Reafons,  the  Veflels  of  the  Womb  in  Virgin- 
are  not  large  enough  to  furnifh  Blood  for  the  For¬ 
mation  of  a  Mola.  None  but  Sanguine  and  Amorous 
Women  are  fubjeft  to  this  Sort  of  Generations,  b> 
taking  a  Frisk  with  Men  out  of  Seafon. 

Neither  is  the  ftrong  Fancy  of  a  Woman,  or  the 
exceflive  Heat  of  Love,  able  to  caufe  any  Sort  o 
Generation,  as  Livinus  would  have  us  believe;  fo 
how  is  it  probable  that  the  A&ion  of  the  Soul,  which 
is  Immaterial,  fhould  form  Spots  on  the  Child’: 
Body,  nay  more  upon  a  Child  in  its  Mother’s  Womb 
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We  have  examined  it  fomewhere  elfe,  in  fpeaking  of 
Marks  and  Spots  in  Children,  and  we  (hall  talk  far¬ 
ther  of  it,  Chap.  7.  of  this  Book. 

Moreover,  one  cannot  attribute  the  efficent  Caufe 
of  this  fort  of  Generation  but  to  the  Oman’s  Seed, 
that  mixes  with  the  Menftruous  Blood  to  form  2 
Mola :  But  how  is  it  that  this  Seed,  which  is  origi- 
ginally  feminine  Blood,  (hould  have  fuch  different 
Particles,  as  to  curdle  the  Blood  whence  it  proceeded  5 
and  more,  to  form  Skin,  Arteriesand  Veins  ?  ’Tis  the 
Man’s  Seed  alone,  which  being  of  quite  another  Mat¬ 
ter,  is  able  to  produce  fuch  Effefts,  and  ’cis  to  that 
alfo  that  the  true  Caufe  of  HumaneGenerationougtvt 
to  be  abfcribed.  Nothing  can  aft  upon  itfeif  $  there 
muft  be  Particles  of  a  different  Subftance.  to  pur  a 
Body  into  Motion,  and  make  fomething  of, it.  ’Tis 
true,  that  the  Woman’s  Seed  can  move  her  Blood  as 
Choler  doth  when  mixed  therewith,  but  noc  as  to 
produce  any  Thing. 

Now  let  us  fay  that  if  a  Mo/a  could  be  formed 
without  a  Man’s  Seed,  we  fhould  not  fo  frequently 
fee  Children  and  Mo  la's  conceived  and  knit  together  $ 
and  Alexander  Benoit  makes  us  obferve,  that  a  Fat  tut 
of  Five  Months  was  ftifled  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  MoIaf 
whence  it  drew  its  Aliment,  as  from  the  Flefh  of  the 
After-burden.  '  ■  ' 

Add  to  this,  that  if  the  Menftruous  Blood  has  been 
found  to  come  out  curdled,  and  given  fome  Signs  of  a 
Mola ,  as  Mercellus  witneffetfa,  we  ought  to  believe 
it  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  Blood,  which  eafily  curdles 
when  ’tis  pure,  and  out  of  its  Veflels.  If  ’cis  put  in 
Water,  it  diffolves  prefently,  and  by  that  one  may 
fee  ’tis  only  grumous  Blood,  and  not  a  falfe  Con¬ 
ception. 

One  may  fay  over  and  above,  that  the  Equivocation 
!  of  the  Word  Burden  has  been  the  only  Reafon  that 
j  has  induced  feveral  Phy  ficians  to  believe  that  the  Bur- 
l  den  or  Mola  might  be  engendred  without  the  Par- 
s  ticipation  of  a  Man.  They  grounded  their  Opinions 
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upon  the  Writings  of  ibme  Ancient  Phyficians,  who: 
took  the  Burden  for  fome  Humour  of  the  Womb,, 
and  held  that  the  Generation  of  a  Mola  does  depend! 
upon  the  Commerce  a  Man  has  with  a ‘Woman  ^  buc 
what  we  fpeak  of  is  quite  another  Thing,  it  nor  be¬ 
ing  able  to  be  engendred,  except  the  Man  contributes 
on  hi'  Side. 

In  fine,  Hens  Eggs  bear  no  Relation  to  falfe  Con¬ 
ceptions.  :Tis  uue,  Women  have  Matter  like  than 
of  Eggs*,  and  thole  that  enjoy  petlebt  Health,  and  are 
Youthful,  render  often  a  Seed  proportionable  to  the 
White  of  an  Egg,  and  Menftruous  Blood  that  anfwers- 
the  Yolk,  which  have  both  the  fame  Ules.  Butt 
Experience  has  fhewed  us  that  this  Seed  and  Men 
ftruous  Blood  never  engendred  artv  Thing,  excepj 
touched  by  a  Man  ;  and  there  will  be  no  Chick  out? 
of  the  Egg,  unlels  ’tis  impregnated  by  the  Cock’s 
Setd. 

One  may  therefore  conclude  after  Hippocrates 
Ariftctle ,  Galen ,  and  feveral  others,  that  a  falfe  Ge¬ 
neration  can  no  Ways  be  brought  about,  unlefs  the* 
VVoman  hath  been  carefled  by  a  Man. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  relate  the  Signs  of  Mold s 
and  falfe  Conceptions,  in  order  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
true  Breeding,  fince  it  is  more  particularly  a  Phyfi 
ciar.’s  Bufinds,  who  ought  not  to  be  miftaken. 

A  VVoman  big  with  a  Mola,  or  falfe  Conception.. 
is  more  troubled  with  the  Belly-ach  than  one  who  is 
really  big  with  Child,  her  Pain  proceeding  rathes 
from  a  Caule  that  is  againff  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
than  from  what  is  confonant  to  its  equitable  Decrees 
Betides,  her  Breaffs  are  lefs  hard,  and  not  fo  full  or 
Milk  *,  nay,  fome  have  no  Milk,  which  fhews  they, 
are  not  really  with  Child. 

Again,  the  Mola  having  no  Motion  of  itfelf,  if 
falls  to  whatever  Side  the  VVoman  turns  $  whereas 
a  real  Child  abides  faftned  by  its  own  Vertue  to  the 
Place  where  is  is,  and  is  perceived  to  move  from 
upwards  down  when  you  put  your  Hand  upon  a 
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Woman  that  has  gone  Five  or  Six  Months,  which 
is  not  perceivable  either  in  a  Mo/a ,  or  falfe  Concep¬ 
tion,  . 

In  fine,  a  Woman  haS  more  rain  and  Trouble  in 
bringing  forth  a  iWola  than  a  real  Child  *  becauie  it 
being  without  Motion,  the  Efforts  muft  be  all  on  the 
Mother’s  Side,  whereas  a  Child  ftruggles  as  well  as 
the  Mother  to  get  out  of  its  Piifon. 


CHAP,  VI. 

Whether  there  is  an  Art  in  getting  Beys  or  Girls. 

NAture  has  made  fuch  an  Impreffion  upon  Mpi 
by  the  Law  it  has  printed  in  their  Hearts,  that 
in  l'pight  of  all  they  have  a  fecret  Defire  to  perpe* 
tuate  ’hemfelves.  This  Paffion  is  exceiTive  in  t,  me 
Perfons  •,  and  Tome  have  fiuck  at  nothing  ii)  order 
to  have  Polierity,  efpecially  of  the  Nobler  Sex. 
The  Art  that  teaches  this  Secret  cannot  be  too  much 
valued,  fince  the  Happinds  of  Kingdoms,  and  Tran¬ 
quility  of  Families,  depend  very  often  thereupon, 
it  feems  neceffary  before  vre  go  to  difcover  the 
Rules  of  this  Art,  and  lay  open  what  Experience  has 
taught  us  upon  this  Subjefi,  to  explain  after  what 
manner  Boys  and  Girls  are  engendred  to  the  end 
that  the  mod  exa&  Obfervations  may  be  made  lor 
what  Rules  muft  be  effablifhed,  and  to  forufie  at 
the  fame  Time  my  Opinion  about  the  Formation  of 
Man,  which  I  have  expounded  Chapter  Four  of  this 
Part. 

I  own  Vis  a  great  Queftion  to  ask  whether  there  is 
an  Art  in  getting  of  Boys  or  Girls,  and  that  ’tis  the 
moff  difficult  in  all  Phyfick.  Neverthelefs  I  am  apt 
to  believe  that  ’twill  be  eafily  both  apprehended  and 
decided  if  my  Opinion  is  followed,  which  explains 
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pretty  probably,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  On 
gin  and  Progrels  of  Generation.  Not  but  there 
are  great  Difficulties  here  as  otherwife,  but  it  feetn:: 
to  me  that  there  is  more  Likelihood  in  this  Opinion 
than  in  any  other. 

Every  Body  agrees  that  generally  fpeaking  the 
Temperaments  of  Men  and  Women  are  very  different 
that  Men  are  hotter  and  drier,  that  their  Flefh  i» 
more  fi  m,  their  Skin  more  rugged,  their  Limb: 
Stronger,  and  thoir  Wit  more  penetrating ;  that  they 
live  upon  hotter,  harder  and  drier,  Food,  and  than 
their  Exercife  for  the  moft  part  is  more  violent 
Women  to  the  contrary  are  colder  and  moifter,  lefi 
hot,  and  left  dry ;  their  Flefh  is  Softer,  tenderer  and 
Smoother ;  their  Mind  eafier  *  they  ufe  colder  and 
moifter  Food:  And  laftly,  live  almoft  always  in Idle-j 
nefs. 

If  this  be  the  Nature  of  Men  and  Women,  ^tis  cer¬ 
tain  that  both  derive  this  Nature,  and  their  Incli¬ 
nations,  which  are  an  infeparable  Efte£f  thereof 
from  Something  •,  that  they  derive  it,  I  fay,  from  the 
firft  Matter  they  were  formed  of  in  their  Mother’s! 
Womb. 

To  explain  this  one  ought  to  call  to  Mind  what 
hath  been  Said  above,  and  refleCt  a  little  on  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Formation. 

The  Horns  of  the  Womb  in  a  fruitful  Woman 
are  filled  with  Small  Ball  or  Eggs,  very  near  as  big 
as  fmall  Peale,  which  are  Marfhalled  in  their  fmalf 
Cellules,  as  the  Eggs  are  in  f»me  Manner  in  the  Egg- 
bag  of  a  Hen  -,  the  Ball  which  is  impregnated  by  the 
Man’sSeed,  preferves  among  its  Liquors  the  Bud  of 
an  Infant,  which  firft  of  all  is  without  doubt  iefs  thams 
a  Mite,  and  is  formed,  if  a  Boy,  of  a  hot,  dry  and., 
thick,  Matter,  full  of  Fire  and  Spirits,  with  clofe; 
Pores  and  firm  Parts ;  but  if  a  Girl,  the  Matter  is 
lefs  hot,  moifter,  and  more  delicate :  The  Parts  ate 
loofer,  and  the  Pores  opener  and  Smoother-,  it  doth  not 
contain  fo  much  Fire,  neither  is  there  fo  great  a  Plenty 
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of  Spirits  in  it.  Infomuch  that  the  Difference  of  the 
Two  Sexes  proceeds  only  from  the  Divelfity  of  the 
Subftance  of  the  Parents  Seed,  and  its  firft  Qualities. 
Amongft  thefe  Two  Difpofitions  of  the  Woman’s  Seed, 
there  is  a  third  and  middle  one,  the  ProjeQ:  of  which 
is  very  temperate  in  all  Sorts  of  Matter,  infomuch 
that  an  Hermaphrodite  would  be  Born  thereof,  if  it 
was  not  determined  for  a  Boy  or  Girl  by  the  Man’s 
Soul  and  Activity  of  his  Seed,  as  we  fliall  lee  in  the 
Sequel  in  a  particular  Diflertation. 

It  we  believe  the  Poet's,  Hercules  was  fo  Robuft 
that  he  engendred  nothing  but  Boys,  and  amongft  72 
that  he  got,  there  was  but  one  Girl.  But  without 
confining  myfelf  to  what  may  appear  fabulous,  we 
find  in  the  Scriptures  that  Gideon ,  one  of  the  Princes 
of  the  Hebrew  People,  was  of  fuch  a  Hot  and  A  Stive 
Conftitutiori,  that  he  got  71  Male  Children,  no  Men¬ 
tion  being  made  of  any  Female. 

When  the  Womb  receives  the  Man’s  Seed,  and  its 
Horns  through  a  particular  Vertue  attraft  this  Hu¬ 
mour  to  communicate  it  to  fuch  Bails  or  Eggs  as  are 
moft  difpoled  to  receive  a  quick  Impreffion  by  the 
A&ivity  of  the  Man’s  Spirituous  Matter,  then  the 
Soul  and  Spirits  of  this  aCtive  Matter  ferves  for  a 
Subaltern  Principle  to  this  Fine  Work.  If  thefe  Prin¬ 
ciples  meet  with  a  Ball  that  is  difpofed  for  a  Boy. 
they  impart  Fertility  to  it,  by  caufing  all  the  final! 
Parts  of  Humours  Ihut  up  in  it  to  ferment.  They 
penetrate  and  excite  that  little  Draught  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  Mother  had  began  to  Form.  But  if  the 
Soul  and  Spirits  that  are  wrapt  up  in  the  Man’s  Seed 
touch  the  impregnated  Mother’s  Egg  or  Ball,  that 
hath  the  Difpofi  tions  of  a  Girl,  the  Man’s  Seed  will 
make  the  fame  Impreffion,  becauie  ’tis  indifferent  as 
to  the  Sexes,  as  we  have  el  few  here  proved  it. 

Our  bidden  and  fecret  Inclinations  being  natural  do 
infallibly  difcover  the  Principle  of  Generation  of  one 
and  the  other  Sex  *  for  if  I  may  argue  of  the  Caufis 
by  the  Effc&s,  I  muff  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 
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as  Men  are  generally  Rebuff,,  and  have  befides  aNa-1 
rural  Defire  to  live  upon  hot  and  dry  Aliments,  to  be 
conftantly  Bulie,  and  to  take  Pains  in  War,  and  great 
Affairs,  we  may  conclude  that  their  Principles  are 
Wronger  and  gr<  ff.r  than  thole  Women  are  made  of  •„ 
Women  to  the  contrary  are  Tender,  and  generally 
fpeaking  littled  inclined  to  Fatigue  ;  They  ufe,  by  a 
Natural  Cuftom,cold  and  moift  Aliments,  that  are  pro- 
porrionable  to  their  Temperament  *  and  few  of  them 
but  what  piffionattly  love  Milk  and  Fruit,  Nature 
asking  by  a  lecret  Appetite  fuch  Things  as  are  pro¬ 
portionable  for  theSubfiftence  of  all  their  Parts. 

Wherefore  the  Princ  pies  of  Man  and  Woman  are 
very  different,  feeing  they  have  fo  oppofite  Inclinati¬ 
ons  :  The  Principle  of  the  one  is  hot,  dry  and  clofe  j 
the  Principle  of  the  other  cold,  moill  and  loofe. 

Experience  makes  us  lenfible  of  this  Truth  ;  for  a 
Woman  that  is  breeding  with  a  By  is  for  the  molt 
part  trelher  coloured,  and  does  better  than  if  (he 
was  breeding  with  a  Girl ;  tf  e  Heat  of  the  Boy  warm¬ 
ing  tbe  Mother,  whereas  a  Girl  by  her  Coldnefs 
augments  the  Cold  and  Humidity  of  her  Tempera¬ 
ment  and  Confiituiion,  which  renders  her  fickly  du¬ 
ring  all  the  Time  ot  Breeding. 

Though  iome  Women  are  of  a  hotter,ConfHtuti- 
on  than  lome  Men,  ihe  Caufe  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  Nature,  but  the  Humours  of  the  Mother  who  con¬ 
ceived  them,  tbe  Nurfes  Milk  who  fuckled  them, 
and  hot  Aliments  rhat  they  have  ufed  in  their  Time. 

i.  Tb  us  \is  not  the  Womb  that  is  the  Principal 
Caufe  of  Males  or  Females  it  being  only  a  Place  in 
Nature  w  here  Generation  is  made,  and  receives  no¬ 
thing  but  what  is  fent  from  either  Side.  Its  Bufinefs 
is  only  to  prepare  theMan’s  Seed,  and  to  attraft  it  into 
its  Horns  5  and  afterwards  to  favour  Conception,  it 
ferments  the  New  Buds,  and  diftrihutes  what  Aliment 
to  them  they  Hand  in  need  of.  In  fine,  it  a£is  like  a 
good  Mother,  which  makes  her  Child  fubfift  at  ano¬ 
ther’s  Charge  $  although  the  Womb  feems  to  be 
;  ■  ■  1  ■ "  ’  5  “  hotter 
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hotter  on  the  Right  >  ide,  by  Reafbn  of  the  Liver* 
than  the  Left,  yet  Experience  fhows  us,  that  it  re* 
ceives  equally  from  one  and  the  other  Side  more  or 
lei's  hot  Matter^  nay,  we  have fometimes found  in 
differing  of  Women  a  Male  and  Female  on  the  fame 
Side,  infomuch  that  *tis  neither  the  Womb,  nor  its 
Right  and  Left  Parts,  that  are  the  Caufe  of  the  Dif¬ 
ference  of  Sexes. 

2.  Neither  is  it  the  Menftruous  Blood  ;  for  when 
the  Embryo  begins  to  be  nourilhed  by  Blood,  it  has 
already  acquired  its  Nature  and  Sex,  and  it  would 
be  impcflible  to  make  it  charge  its  Aliments-,  may  in¬ 
deed  alter  c  ur  Temper,  but  they  are  not  ableto  tranf* 
fer  from  one  to  another,  much  iefs  to  make  out  Parts 
change  Place  and  Figure. 

3.  A  Woman’s  Fancy,  though  never  fo  ftrong,  is 
not  able  to  produce  this  EfFt£l;  for  how  many  VVo- 
men  are  there  that  bear  only  Girls,  and  cannot  have 
Boys,  though  their  Imagination  runs  perpetually, 
and  is  as  if’twere  fluffed,  with  the  Idea’s  of  the  latter. 
Imagination  does  neither  change  our  Humours  nor 
Temper  •,  It  cannot  make  Choler,  Phlegm ;  and  the 
Womb  that  hath  Dilpofitions  for  a  Girl  cannot  by 
its  own  Means  receive  others  for  a  Boy,  their  Tem¬ 
perament  being  too  diffant,  their  Matter  too  oppofite, 
and  their  Parts  too  different. 

4.  Experience  reaches  us  that  Boys  and  Girls  are 
got  in  any  Time  of  the  Moon  and  though  the  Moon 
has  a  great  Influence  on  our  Humours,  and  confe- 
qaently  prefides  fo  much  the  more  Generation  as  it 
joins  its  influences  to  thofe  of  the  Sun  and  other  Stars, 
yet  I  cannot  believe  that  it  can  change  Sexes  -,  for  al¬ 
though  it  fwells  and  multiplies  when  New  and  Vigo¬ 
rous,  and  diminifhes  its  Force  in  its  Decreafe  -,  yet  it 
ought  only  to  be  lookt  upon  as  a  remote  Caufe  of  the 
Difference  of  Sexes. 

In  fine,  Horfe-courfers  and  Farmers  lofe  their  La¬ 
bour  by  tying  the  left  Tefticle  of  Stallions  or  Bulls 
in  order  to  have  Stone-Colts  and  Young  Bull-Calves, 
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or  the  Right  Teftide  to  have  Mares  and  Cows.  Ex¬ 
perience  having  informed  us  in  that  Particular,  and 
Ihewed  that  Men  who  have  loft  the  RightTefticle  in  the 
Wars  do  neverthelefs  engender  Children  of  both  Sexes. 

’Tis  true  then,  that  neither  the  Womb,  nor  the 
Menftruous  Blood,  neither  the  Woman’s  Fancy,  nor 
the  Stars,  are  the  Proximate  Caufes  of  Generation  of 
Males  and  Females,  but  that  ’tis  rather  the  Tempe¬ 
rament  of  the  Matter  we  are  formed  of,  as  we  fhew- 
ed  above. 

After  having  explained  fo  exa&ly  as  poffible  the 
firft  Caufes  of  Generation  of  Boys  and  Girls,  and  dif- 
covered  the  immediate  Caufes  by  Means  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter  that  ferves  to  ferment  them,  I  (hall  at  prefent  fet 
down  fome  Rules  for  engendring  of  fuch  Matters  and 
Spirits  as  may  contribute  to  the  difference  of  Sexes. 

1.  Rule.  Few  very  Young  or  very  Old  are  obferved 
to  engender  Boys,  they  get  Girls  moft  commonly  s  The 
Natural  Heat  is  too  Feeble  to  concod  and  perfe&the 
Seed  :  The  latter  are  too  Languilhing,  and  the  Ice  of 
their  Age  is  Repugnant  to  Plenty  and  Heat  of  Spirits, 
that  ought  to  contribute  towards  the  Generation  of  a 
Boy  ;  and  fince  Seed  is  nothing  but  an  Excrement  of 
all  the  Body  and  Tefticles,  all  Parts  muft  be  ftrong 
and  vigorous  to  engender  Matter  to  get  a  Boy,  which 
is  neither  found  in  one  or  the  other. 

2.  Rule.  The  Manner  of  Living  is  one  of  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Caufes  of  Blood  and  Humours  •,  if  one  eats  and 
drinks  Juicy  Things,  hot  and  full  of  Spirits,  the  Hu¬ 
mours  partake  of  the  fame  Qualities,  and  the  Seed 
has  Difpolitions  for  a  Boy  to  come ;  But  when  the 
Aliments  are  cold  there  is  no  Probability  of  the  Seeds 
being  able  to  fsrve  for  a  Boy,  it  will  have  but  at  moft 
Difpolitions  for  the  Body  of  a  Gill.  And  Experience 
teaches  us,  that  thole  that  feed  upon  Hot  and  Juicy 
Aliments,  and  the  Flelh  of  Lafcivious  Animals,  ac¬ 
quire  Strength  to  engender  and  get  a  Boy,  provided 
they  are  of  a  fomewhat  brisk  Conftitution. 

3.  Rule.  There  is  no  Qccalion  to  eat  or  drink  much 
out  of  Seafon  when  one  hath  a  Delign  to  get  a  Boy. 
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The  Heat  is  quicker  and  ftrongcr  when  we  live  regtti 
larly;  Excefs  caufes  Crudities*  and  we  leldom  fee 
good  Trencher  Men  and  Women  get  Boys  *  their  Seed 
has  almoft  no  Heat  or  Spirits,  and  being  indigefted  and 
imperfeXed  ’tis  only  fit  for  the  Formation  of  a  Girl. 

4.  Rule.  IfEttingand  Drinking  extinguilh  our  Na¬ 
tural  Heat  when  uied  to  Excefs,  the  immoderate  Action 
of  Love  exhaufts  and  weakens  us  all'  ,  that  after  re¬ 
peated  Embraces  we  are  only  able  to  get  Girls.  Ex¬ 
perience  confirms  this  in  Young  People  whoCarels 
fo  defperately  the  Firft  Days  of  Matrimony,  that 
they  do  not  engender  at  all,  or  if  thev  do  ’tis  only 
Girls.  Let  Reflexions  be  made  on  our  Modern  Mar¬ 
riages,  and  there  will  certainly  be  more  Firft  boin 
Girls  found  than  Boys.  Impatient  Gardeners  never 
gather  the  Seeds  in  Seafon  *  and  when  they  have  a 
mind  to  fow  them,  their  Expectation  is  either  fru- 
ftrated,  or  the  Plants  that  fpring  from  them  are  fee¬ 
ble  and  languithing :  We  are  too  hafty  for  the  moil 
part  when  we  Carefs ;  and  if  we  knew  how  to  mode¬ 
rate  ourfelves  our  Work  would  be  more  perfeQ,  and 
laft  longer  :  If  in  Carefling  a  Woman  would  be 
contented  with  once  doing  it,  probably  a  Boy  might 
come  from  it ;  whereas  if  peradventure  the  Woman 
conceives  from  the  Second  or  Third  Time  there  will 
aflii  redly  be  a  Girl:  Or  if  Tome  quick  and  penetrating 
Spirits remain  in  the  Matters,  that  ought  to  ferve  for 
a  Boy,  ’twill  be  a  fmall  one,  and  may  be  disfigured 
by  Reafon  of  the  fmall  Quantity  of  Matter  furnilbed 
by  the  Father. 

We  fee  daily  Young  Women  that  have  had  but 
Girls  with  one  Man,  have  nothing  but  Boys  when 
Married  to  another.  The  Heat  of  our  Youth  flings 
us  into  the  Delights  of  Love  5  our  Seed  is  no  iooner 
made  but  ’tis  voided  *  and  the  Amorous  Tranfports 
laft  often  in  the  Two  Sexes  to  the  Age  of  25  or  ?o. 
But  if  a  Man  Carefled  his  Wife  only  Three  or  Four 
Times  a  Month,  the  Seed  of  the  one  and  the 
other  would  be  more  concoXed,  thicker  and  ful¬ 
ler  of  Spirits,  it  would  be  better  difpofed  for  the 
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forming  of  a  Boy  than  when  oftner  voided :  And  thia 
is  certainly  the  Reafon  that  very  Old  Men  iome times 
beget  Males ;  for  as  they  almoft  want  Natural  Heatt 
and  tbeir  Seed  is  crude  and  feeble,  fo  they  would  no 
be  able  to  determine  the  Woman’s  Seed  to  have  Sue 
ceflurs,  if  they  did  not  ftay  Two  or  Three  Months 
to  give  Time  to  Nature  to  conco£f  and  perfect  it. 

5,  Rule,  Experience  has  farther  made  me  cbf.  rve : 
that  if  Women,  who  have  moderate  Terms,  conceive 
after  their  flowing,  they  conceive  for  the  molt  pat 
Boys  *  but  if  the  Terms  are  exceffive,  and  that  they] 
ingender  before  th^y  appear,  or  as  foon  as  they  end. 
they  bring  always  Girls.  If  we  examine  the  Caufe 
of  thefe  different  Produ&ions,  which  we  have  often 
obferved,  we  will  find  that  they  will  clearly  evince 
the  Opinion  I  have  advanced  ;  for  Women  that  have 
their  Terms  in  Plenty,  being  of  a  moifter  Conftitu- 
tion  than  others,  cannot  of  themfelves  produce  Seed 
proper  for  a  Boy,  becaufe  the  CompleQion  of  their 
Body  and  Humours  is  oppolite  to  the  Generation  of 
a  Male.  Befides,  in  the  Time  of  the  Terms  the 
Womb  is  moiftened  and  refrefhed  all  over;  and 
though  this  Part  at  fuch  a  Time  referves  a  Seed  full 
of  Heat,  and  fwollen  with  Spirits,  yet  its  Inrempe- 

1  ries,  and  that  of  all  the  Body,  is  a  Means  to  diminifh 
this  fame  Heat,  and  diffipate  part  of  the  Spirits : 
Whereas  a  Woman  having  moderate  Terms,  isftir- 
red  by  as  much  Fire  and  Heat  as  is  neceflrry  to  bring 
forth  a  Boy.  The  Seed  {he  engenders  is  hot,  dry, 
and  well  conco&ed,  the  Womb  having  once  rid  irfelf 
of  all  its  Impurities,  and  being  warned  by  the  Paflage 
of  the  Blood  of  the  moderate  Terms,  is  better- dilpo* 
fed  than  before  •,  that  when  the  Man's  Seed  arrives 
Ms  diflolved  and  mified  with  more  fpeed,  and 
difpofed  to  give  Impreffions  of  Fertility  to  a 
Male. 

6.  Rule.  Laftly,  l  have  obferved  that  the  Sou¬ 
thern  Countries  are  not  to  well  Peopled  with  Men  as 
the  Northern  Ones  *  that  in  the  firft  there  ate  6  Times 
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as  many  Women  as  Men,  and  in  the  latter  the  Men 
equal,  or  even  furpafs,  the  Number  of  Women  :  It’s 
eafie,  as  it  appears  to  me,  to  give  a  Reafon  for  this. 

The  Heat  of  the  Southern  Countries  diminifhes 
infenfibly  the  Natural  Heat,  and  diflipates  the  Spirits 
continually  in  keeping  the  Peres  of  their  Body  open, 
infomuch  that  one  has  neither  fo  much  Vigour,  or  fo 
good  a  Stomach,  as  in  temperate  and  cold  Countries: 
The  Humours  are  not  lo  well  digefted  in  thofe  as  in 
thefe,  and  the  Seed  in  the  former  is  more  proper  for 
enger.dring  of  Girls  than  B  ys :  I  may  fay  farther, 
that  the  Men  being  perpetually  penetrated  by  a  fo 
reign  Hear,  and  accuflomed  to  enjoy  Women  to  Ex¬ 
cels,  th^ir  Seed  is  crude  and  indigefted,  and  con fe- 
quently  always  difpofed  for  Girls.  I  (hall  add  to 
thefe  Reafons  that  Women  living  in  continual  Carefles, 
and  their  Beauty  confifting  in  not  to  walk,  to  be  too 
Fat,  how  is  it  probable  they  can  have  a  Seed  ftrong 
and  well  digefted  in  this  Condition,  and  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  fjrm  a  Boy  of  fuch  unconcofled  Matter.  To 
the  contrary,  in  temperate,  or  moderately  cold, 
Countries,  one  has  more  Natural  Heat,  the  Cold  flop¬ 
ping  the  Pores  of  the  Cornua ,  hinders  Diflipation, 
and  the  Seed  being  for  this  Reafon  hotter  and  fuller 
of  Spirits,  there  are  more  Boys  than  Girls  enget^ 
dred. 

Moreover,  ’tis  on  this  Account  that  Males  are  fbo- 
nef  got  whilft  the  Wind  blows  from  the  North  : 
In  effefcl,  the  cold  Winds  that  reign  in  our  Climates 
during  the  hotteft  Seafons  prevent  the  wafting  of  our 
Natural  Heat,  and  confine  our  Spirits  that  would 
otherwife  di flips te,  and  at  fuch  a  Jun&ure  of  Time 
the  Spirits  multiplying  in  our  Body,  quicken  and  ani¬ 
mate  the  Seed  that  muftferve  for  Principles  of  Gene¬ 
ration  to  a  Boy ;  confidering  the  Shepherds,  who  ha¬ 
ving  obferved  the  Influence  this  Wind  has  upon  their 
Flock,  do  all  what  they  can  to  have  them  copulate 
while  it  blows,  in  hopes  to  have  greater  Advantages 
from  the  Rams  than  otherwife  they  would  $  and  we 
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may  fay  that  the  fame  Wind  has  no  left  Power  upon 
the  Generation  of  Men. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  have  obferved  that  the  Wind  has) 
filch  a  Propriety  in  preferving  the  Lives  of  Creatures* 
and  fortify  their  Hear,  that  if,  for  Example,  you 
draw  Carps  and  Eels  out  of  the  Water,  and  after¬ 
wards  put  them  in  Straw  with  the  Belly  uppermoft, 
you  may  prevent  the  Firfts  dying  in  Three  Days 
Time,  and  the  latter  in  Six,  which  cannot  be  brought 
about  for  one  Angle  Day  when  the  South  Winds 
Wows  moderately. 

Really  it  weakens  Creatures  by  diffipating  their 
Natural  Heat,  and  evaporating  their  Spirits,  fo  that 
Concoxion  is  ill  performed,  the  Blood  and  Humours 
diftribute  very  flowly,  and  the  Seed  can  only  have 
Spirits  to  animate  the  Body  of  a  Female. 

One  may  conclude,  after  fo  many  Arguments  and 
Reafons,  that  there  is  an  Art  to  get  Boys  or  Girls  5 
and  if  a  Man  and  Woman  Marry  when  they  have 
done  growing ;  if  they  obferve  exa&ly  the  Method  I 
have  preferibed  in  their  Way  of  Living ;  if  they  Carefsi 
butfeldom,  and  give  Time  for  the  Natural  Heat  to 
concoft  the  Seed,  and  the  Soul  to  perfect  5  if  they 
embrace  to  the  Purpofe  after  the  Terms,  and  Clay 
till  the  North  Winds  blows  at  full  Moon,  1  am  very 
well  fatisfied,  by  the  Experience  l  have  of  it,  that 
they  will  fooner  get  a  Boy  than  a  Girl. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Whether  Children  are  Baft  ar  ds  or  Legitimate  when 
refembhng  their  father  or  Mother. 

BEcaufe  moft  Lawyers,  as  well  as  Learned  Phyfici- 
ans,  maintain  that  a  Woman  thinking  ftrongly  on 
her  Hu*  band  amidft  her  unlawful  Pleasures,  brings 
forth  a  Child  by  the  force  of  her  Imagination  that 
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perfectly  refembles  him  that  is  not  the  Father,  it  will 
be  pr  per  to  examine  whether  the  Refemblance  of  a 
Child  depends  upon  Imagination,  or  any  other  Fan¬ 
cy.  To  this  end  we  ihall  enquire  what  Childrens 
Refemblance  of  their  Anceftors  is,  ftate  the  Diffe¬ 
rences  thereof,  and  endeavour  to  difcover  its  trueft 
Caules. 

Refemblance,  according  to  the  moft  common  Sen¬ 
timent,  is  a  Natural  Quality  that  makes  Men  likeun* 
to  one  another  *  fo  that  when  you  behold  them,  or 
lee  them  in  A£lion,  you  are  deceived,  as  the  Magi- 
Srate  Antonim  was  heretofore  at  Rome ,  who  bought 
Two  pretty  Boys  for  Twins  at  a  dear  Rate  of  Tora- 
nius ,  though  one  was  an  A/iatick,  and  the  other  an 
European. 

Children  referable  thofe  they  are  ifliied  from  in  a 
Threefold  Manner,  they  referable,  1  fay,  either  in 
Quality  of  Mankind,  or  in  Quality  of  Male  and  Fe¬ 
male,  or  in  a  particular  Quality  :  So  that  the  Spe¬ 
cies,  Sex,  and  Individuum,  ftates  the  Three  Sorts  of 
Refemblances  *,  and  to  (peak  here  of  the  laft  alone, 
I  ihall  fay  that  Children  referable  their  Father  os 
Mother  in  the  Soul  or  in  the  Body. 

Though  the  Soul  of  Man  is  of  an  extream  fubtle 
Nature,  that  it  is  not  robe  di  (covered  with  our  Eyes, 
yet  it  gives  Signs  of  Refemblance  by  the  Effeffs  it 
produces.  The  Paffions  and  Inclinations  of  Children 
makes  us  know  tbofe  that  have  got  them  •,  I  do  not 
here  fpeak  ofthe  Immortal  Soul  which  I  have  hither¬ 
to  termed  intelligence  ^  1  am  perfwaded  it  is  not  Ma¬ 
terial,  and  that  it  is  of  a  diftin£t  Nature  from  the 
Soul  that  caufes  Refemblance.  This  Soul  that  we 
lpeak  of  (hall  give  for  Example  Signs  of  a  good  Oe- 
conomy  in  the  Son,  as  we  have  obferved  it  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  infpire  at  the  fame  Time  this  fame  Child 
with  the  Criminal  Inclinations  we  have  obferved  in 
the  Mother.  The  Soul  of  this  Child  refembles  then 
both  the  Father  and  the  Mother;  as  for  the  Body  it 
fhall  bear  Proportions  and  Refemblances  to  the  Figure, 
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Colour,  and  A&ions,  of  thole  that  engend red  bitn  - 
or  elfe  (hall  neither  refemble  the  one  or  the  other,- 
but  only  retain  the  Two  other  Sorts  of  Refemblancet: 
mentioned  above. 

I  own  it  is  very  difficult  to  difcover  the  Caufes 
of  all  thele  Refemblances,  fince  we  have  loft  the 
Knowledge  the  P/y/Zr  had  thereof  j  the  which  ha? 
made  the  Ancients  lo  divided  on  this  Matter,  and 
moft  Lawyers  attribute  the  Caufe  of  Refetnblance  tc 
the  Imagination  of  the  Mother  rather  than  any  Thing 
elfe. 

But  before  I  (hall  fet  forth  my  Opinion  about  Like- 
nefs  and  Relemblance,  1  m^ft  examine  whether  the 
Imagination  of  the  Mother  can  be  the  true  Caufe 
thereof. 

The  Lawyers  fay,  after  f  me  Phyficians,  that  the 
Woman’s  Fancy  or  Imagination  is  fo  quick  that 
there  is  no  room  to  wonder  at  her  impreffing  the 
Refemblance  of  what  fhe  pa  (liana  cely  defires  upon? 
what  Ihe  conceives  *  fo  that  if  the  has  an  inordinate 
Appetite  for  Wine,  Mulberries,  or  other  Matters,  on 
if  (he  ftrongly  fancies  to  be  careG’d  by  fome  other 
Perfon,  her  Imagination  is  fo  faftned  to  the  Obje&s. 
that  daily  Experience  convinces  us  the  Child  formed 
in  this  Juncture  receives  Signs  of  the  Deiires  and 
Ideas  ofits  Mother  i  nay,  even  to  that  Degree,  that 
White  Women  have  engendred  Black  Children  like 
unto  Ethiopian r,  for  having  too  attentively  contem¬ 
plated  whilft  they  conceived,  or  immediately  after,, 
Blackatnores  either  in  Perfon  or  Painting.  The  Fan¬ 
cy  or  Imagination  is  fo  ftrong  in  fome  Women,  that 
they  fend  the  Corpufcles  of  extraneous  Objects  from 
their  Brain  to  the  Infant  that  is  forming,  fo  that 
thele  corporeal  Images  communicate  themfelves  to 
the  tender  Parts  of  the  Infant,  by  a  train  of  Nerves 
that  come  from  the  Mother’s  Brain. 

Though  the  Souls  of  Female  Brutes  are  incompa¬ 
rably  lei's  movable  than  Woman’s,  yet  Naturalifts 
makes  us  oblerve,  that  they  have  Strength  enough  to 
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make  Impreffion  on  their  fmall  ones ;  for  if  you 
wrap  a  White  Handkerchief  about  the  Neck  of  a 
Pea-hen,  or  paint  the  Eggs  of  a  Hen  that  fits  with 
divers  Colours,  the  young  ones  of  a  Pea-hen  will  all 
be  White,  and  the  Hens  all  Speckled.  ,  .  ' 

But  the  Imagination  of  the  Woman  being  livelier 
than  that  of  the  Brutes,  communicates  in  a  ftronget 
Manner  to  the  F<£7«r.what  the  thinks  on,  infomueh 
that  if  (he  fixedly  thinks  on  her  Lover,  Uncle  or 
Grandfather,  when  Ihe  conceives,  the  Child  will  be 
like  one  ot  thefe  Perl'ons. 

Refemblance  is  not  a  Proof  of  Filiation  according 
to  the  fame  Lawyers.  The  Child  that  refemblcs  its 
Father  is  not  therefore  Legitimate,  one  cannot  de¬ 
clare  it  Heir  of  the  Father  upon  this  Conjefture.  The 
Mother  might  engender  it  with  thefe  Refemblances 
in  unlawful  Embraces  by  the  meer  Strength  of  her 
Imagination  3  for  thinking  always  on  her  Husband, 
when  in  rhe  Arms  of  her  Lover,  file  prints  the 
Features  of  the  Body,  and  Chara&ers  of  the  Soul,  of 
him  Ihe  fixed  her  Thoughts  on,  upon  the  tender  Body 
of  the  Infant  (he  was  then  conceiving. 

It  was  without  doubt  for  this  very  Rea  Ion  that  a 
Cook  at  Rome  refembled  Vernpey  the  Great  fo  much, 
that  feveral  took  him  to  be  that  Great  Captain. 

One  may  anfwer  to  all  this,  that  ’tis  true  that  out 
Soul  being  fo  ffri£Fy  united  to  our  Body.,  as  that  it 
may  make  fuch  violent  Imprtffions  upon  us.  Daily 
Experience  fiifficiently  proves  ir,  bur  I  cannot  be  per- 
fuadtd  that  the  A&ion  of  this  fame  Soul  is  capable  /to 
produce  Relemblances  relating  to  the  Queltion  in 
Hand  ;  thofe  that  maintain  it  ground  their  Opinion 
upon  vain  and  frivolous  Oblervations,  imaginary 
Parrs,  and  falfe  Arguments ;  for  what  Power  has  the 
Fancy  of  a  Pea-ben  or  Hen  upon  Eggs  that  they 
never  laid  >  The  Soul  of  thefe  Two  kind  of  Creatures 
is  fo  unaflive,  that  ’tis  not  probable  it  can  extend 
without  them,  and  print  Chara&ers  which  they  may 
have  fancied  upon  ftrange  Eggs ;  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  fpeak  fo.  How 
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How  can  one  be  fure  that  the  Fancy  of  theft 
Creatures  is  the  Caufe  of  the  Variety  of  the  Feathen 
of  their  young  ones,  when  fpeckled  Chickens  are  pro. 
duced  every  Day  in  the  Furnaces  of  Egypt ^  and  out 
Hens  hatch  all  forts  without  having  their  Eggs  painted 

The  Specks  of  fome  Colours  obferved  in  Child  ren 
can  no  more  derive  from  the  Imagination  of  th 
Mother,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved.  Imag’na 
tion  has  no  fuch  violent  Power  as  to  print  Chara£E-r 
upon  a  ftrange  Body  5  for  when  a  Child  is  forming 
in  its  Mother’s  Intrails,  it  a£ts  of  itfelf,  and  onh 
ftands  in  Need  of  the  Mother,  as  the  Seed  does  0 
the  Ground.  How  can  it  then  be  comprehended  i 
that  a  Woman  having  gone  Two  or  Three  Months 
and  having  a  difoiderly  Appetite  to  eat,  for  Exam 
pie,  Mulberries,  and  has  this  Fruit  ftrongly  at  Hear 
and  Fancy,  can  communicate  to  her  Hand  the  Venue 
of  impreffing  upon  what  Place  it  (hall  put  it  the 
Refemblance  of  this  Fruit,  which  palling  from  thence 
without  flopping  and  mixing  among  the  Blood,  Spi 
fits  and  Juices,  that  are  perpetually  flowing  to  the 
Privy-parts,  can  be  imprinted  on  the  fame  Place  0: 
the  Body  of  the  Child  where  the  Mother  touch’d  hei 
own  ?  Truly  the  Fancy  and  Imagination  of  Men  are 
flronger  than  that  of  Women,  and  that  of  the  formea 
has  invented  this  Way  of  arguing.  They  could  fine 
no  natural  Reafon  for  what  happens,  and  have  given 
apparent  ones,  that  they  might  not  come  fhort  0: 
giving  a  Reafon  for  thefe  Effe&s.  For  to  imagine 
that  a  Train  of  Nerves  that  come  from  the  Mother's 
Brain,  and  are  implanted  in  the  Body  of  the  Infant,  tc 
bring  the  Corpufcles  of  extraneous  Gbjefb,  and  to 
Imprint  Marks  of  thefe  fame  Obje&s,  is  what  Anatomy 
hath  hitherto  concealed  from  us. 

But  ’tis  more  probable  to  fay  that  thefe  Marks  are 
Inequalities,  and  lmperfe&ions  of  the  Matter  thai 
forms  us,  which  the  Soul  that  manag’d  the  little  Bo¬ 
dy  of  the  Child  could  no  wife  correQ:  ■,  or  rather  thai 
they  are  only  Contufions,  which  the  Body  of  the 
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tender  Child  received  in  the  beginning  of  its  Life  • 
and  as  the  Blood  once  got  out  of  the  Veins  by  lome 
Blows  of  the  Mother  or  Child,  does  not  intirely  dif- 
fipate  theParts  that  receive  it  continue  always  fpotted. 

To  relilh  this  Opinion  only,  reflefl  upon  all  the 
Marks  that  Children  bring  into  the  World  with  them, 
and  you  will  always  find  that  they  have  fomething  of 
Red.  It  is  not  polfible  but  breeding  Women  may 
have  wilhed  to  eat  other  Things  than  of  this  Colour, 
nay,  we  fee  daily  the  contrary  ;  and  their  unruly 
Appetite  leads  them  as  well  to  Green,  Yellow,  White 
or  Black,  as  Red  Things,  yet  for  all  this  there  is 
feldom  any  of  thefe  Colours  found  printed  on  the  Skin 
of  the  Children. 

5Tis  a  meer  Folly  to  fay  that  there  have  been 
White  Women  Married  to  White  Men,  who  by  the 
Strength  of  their  Fancy  have  had  Black  Children. 
W  ithout  they  were  deprived  of  the  Secret  of  Julia  ^ 
Daughter  of  Auguftus,  who  never  brought  any  Chil¬ 
dren  but  what  refembled  her  Husband,  although  (lie 
was  Careffed  by  a  great  many  others,  becaufe  (he 
would  never  fuffer  their  Carefles  but  at  fuch  Times  as 
(he  had  conceived  by  him. 

As  for  my  Part  I  am  eafily  perfuaded  that  the 
Women  have  contributed  very  much  to  the  Opinion 
of  the  Caufe  of  Refemblance  in  Children,  to  cover 
the  Fault  they  often  commit  ^  and  able  and  politick 
Perfons  having  afterwards  confidered,  that  thefe  Sen¬ 
timents  were  very  favourable  to  the  Welfare  and  Tran¬ 
quility  of  theState,have  found  outReafons  tolupportir. 

But  the  Woman’s  Imagination  is  fo  far  from  being 
the  Caufe  of  Refemblance,  that  it’s  even  impoffible 
it  (hould  produce  the  EfFeffs  we  think. 

i.  Every  Body  knows  what  Tranfports  a  Woman 
feels  when  (he  is  Amoroufly  Carefled,  and  it  items 
that  the  natural  Heat  abandons  her  to  tun  precipitantly 
to  the  Privy-parts.  Her  Fancy  is  not  fixed  upon  any 
Objefl  that  may  turn  her  from  the  Plealure;  and  if 
’tis  confined  to  any,  ’cis  certainly  to  him  tha?  i  pre¬ 
fen  t.  X  Although 


Although  Fear  difturbs  her  Senfualities  in  fome 
Meafure,  and  make  fome  Impreflion  upon  her  Soul, 
when  (he  gives  berlelf  up  to  unlawful  Liberties,  yet 
fhe  rakes  fiich  Precaution  as  to  enj.  y  her  Pleafures 
with  fome  Affurance  *  if  fhe  has  not  fuch  Strength  of 
Mind,  and  Fear  prevails,  fhe  is  fo  far  from  conceiving 
a  Child,  that  her  Fear  reprefen ts  unto  her  that  fhe 
will  b’ing  forth  a  Changlmg  that  will  want  what  is 
neceflaiy  to  be  formed  of  -,  for  her  Soul  being  as  it 
were  fomewhere  elfe,  and  het  Mind  in  an  irregular 
Motion,  fhe  cannot  entirely  concur  ro  the  Generation 
of  a  perflft  Chiid :  Hence  ’tis  that  Great  Men  hive 
often  Children  that  are  unworthy  of  the  Fathers,  be- 
caufe  the  Father’s  Soul  being  Bufie  about  great  Affairs, 
does  not  communicate  Heat  and  Spirits  enough  to 
theirSeed,  which  isthe  Caufe  of  Deformed  Children, 
as  we  fhall  examine  more  particularly  in  the  enfuing 
Chapter. 

2.  Again,  if  it  be  true  that  Imagination  is  the  Caufe  ' 
of  Likenels,  may  we  not  fay  that  Flies,  and  even 
Plants,  have  Imagination  to  ingender  what  is  like  to 
them?  A  Bee,  for  Example,  has  the  fame  Figure  and 
Inclinations  as  thole  that  engender  it,  and  this  is  fo  like  i 
the  other,  that  ’tis  impoffible  but  to  take  one  for 
the  other:  Yet  who  can  lay  that  ’tis  the  Fancy" 
of  thofe  Creatures  that  is  the  Caufe  of  their  Like- 
refs  ? 

3.  Moreover,  the  Woman’s  Fancy  muff  be  deeply* 
If  ruck  by  Imprellions  of  the  Objeds  it  makes  upon! 
the  Body  of  the  Child  that  is  forming.  But  if  this. 
Woman  has  never  leen  her  Grand-father,  nor  never 
beard  talk  ol  the  Infirmities  of  her  Ancestors,  how 
can  (be  engender  a  Child  that  is  Squint-eyed,  One- 
eyed,  Lame  ?  &c.  Yet  Hiftory  informs  us  that  there 
were  heretofore  Families  at  Rome  only  diitinguifhed.1 
by  rhe  Imperfe£fions  of  their  Anceftors,  which  were" 
the  Strabo  s,  Saurus^S^  8tc. 

I  know  a  Woman  Lame  on  the  Right  Foot,  that 

brought  forth  her  firft  Daughter  vtfitb  the  fame  Infir-- 
,  nuty* 
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mitjr,  yet  (he  has  often  protefted  to  me  that  (he 
never  thought  of  her  own  Infirmity  whilft  (he  con- . 
ceived,  nor  during  all  the  Time  of  her  going  with 
the  Child  :  Nay,  her  Lamenefs  is  hardly  perceptible, 
and  (he  is  u(td  to  it,  that  fhe  feldom  thinks  on  it. 

The  little  Men  in  the  North  have  the  infid e  of  their 
Thighs  crooked,  but  ’tis  hardly  from  their  Mother’s 
Fancy  that  they  are  rendred  like  unto  their  Anceftors, 
’tisjather  (bmething  Internal  and  Efl'ential,  which  wo 
(hail  difcover  in  the  Sequel :  For  to  go  about  to 
think  that  the  Capricio’s  of  a  Woman  can  force  the 
Principles  the  Soul  makes  uie  of  according  to  Nature, 
is  what  I  cannot  very  well  comprehend. 

4.  Befides,  if  Imagination  is  the  Caufe  of  outward 
Likenefs,  ir  muff  alfo  be  an  Univerfal  Caufe,  and 
ought  to  a£f  perpetually;  fo  that  Children  muft  al¬ 
ways  Be  Born  like  unto  rhofe  the  Mother  has  ftrong- 
ly  fancied.  If  fhe  has  had,  for  Example,  an  Heroe 
in  her  Mind,  the  Infant  that  is  Born  mult  have  the 
Figure  of  the  Perfon  rcprefented  ;  yet  we  fee  every 
Day  the  contrary,  and  we  are  Witneffes  that  a  Child 
is  like  its  Brother,  Uncle, Great-Grandfather,  on  whom 
the  Mother  never  thought,  neither  at  the  Moment  of 
her  Conception,  nor  yet  during  her  Breeding. 

5.  After  ail,  to  make  a  Likenefs,  all  the  Parts  that 
ought  to  concur  towards  the  Compound  of  an  Infant, 
muft  befo  difpoled  for  a  big  Head  ;  for  Example,  an 
Aquiline  Nofe,  Great  and  Black  Eyes,  and  the  reft: 
of  the  Body,  as  weobferved  in  the  Grand-father,  Ima¬ 
gination,  that  is  only  an  Animal  Faculty,  as  Phylicians 
term  it,  is.  not  able  to  form  a  Body  after  this  Man¬ 
ner  ;  and  if  we  obferve  all  the  Dimenfims  thereof,  it 
wants  Inftruments  for  it,  and  hath  no  Power  bur  up¬ 
on  what  appertains  to  it.  The  Formation  of  the 
Child  can  be  nothing  elfe  but  the  Affion  of  the  Intelli¬ 
gence,  which  makes  ufe  of  the  Soul  to  give  it  a  conveni¬ 
ent  Figure.  It  belongs  therefore  to  this  Soul  to  give 
the  Exteriour  form  to  every  Part,  and  even  to  all  the 
Body ;  and  it  would  be  Ridiculous,  that  the  forming 
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Faculty  of  the  Soul, which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Soul, 
fhould  compofe  one  Fart,  and  on  the  other  HandFancy, 
that  is  but  one  of  its  Faculties,  fhould  give  its  Figure. , 

The  Baker’s  Wife  that  died  fome  Fopr  or  Five 
Years  ago  in  her  difficult  Travel,  not  being  able  to 
be  delivered  of  her  Child,  it  having  very  broad  Shoul¬ 
ders  as  its  Father,  died  by  her  overffraining  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  bring  it  forth.  It  refembled  the  Father 
fo  exadlly  in  the  Widenefs  of  its  Brea  ft,  that  I  can 
by  no  means  be  perfwaded  this  Conformation  came 
from  the  Mother’s  Fancy.  Upon  this  Piinciple  Petrus 
Forrejius,  one  of  our  learned  Phyficians, refufed  his, 
Diughter  in  Marriige  to  a  veryRichMan,by  reafon  of 
his  Wide  Shoulders,  for  fear  his  Daughter  might  die 
in  Child  bed,  as  he  had  experienced  the  fame  before. 

More,  is  it  the  Imagination  of  the  Mother  who 
engend red  the  Stone  in  her  Son’s  Kidneys  that  was, 
taken  out  at  Five  Years  of  Age?  Did  the  Mother 
ever  think  on  this  Diftemper,  the  Father  was  dif~ 
pofed  unto,  when  aged  18  he  got  this  Child,  becaufe 
even  the  Father  had  never  felt  this  Diftemper  till  he 
came  to  be  of  the  jAge  of  Fifty  ? 

And  at  Surgcrcres  in  our  Neighbourhood  there  is ; 
a  Dumb  one,  that  is  the  Son  of  a  Man  that  fpeaks,, 
but  Grand fon  of  a  Dumb  one. 

In  fine,  one  cannot  afcribe  the  Horrour  and  Aver- 
lion  Two  Brothers  had  for  Cheeie  to  the  Mothet’s 
Imagination,  fince  the  Mother  loved  that  fort  of  Food 
dearly  ^  we  ought  rather  to  attribute  this  Repuguancy 
to  Internal  and  Eftential  Caufes,  becaufe  according  to- 
Skenkivs’s  Gbfervation,  who  reports  this  Story,  the 
Father  could  not  fuller  the  Smell  of  it  without  faint¬ 
ing  away. 

After  all  this  we  may  fay,  that  the  Mother’s  Ima¬ 
gination  is  not  the  Caufe  of  the  Likenefs  of  Children,, 
no  more  than ’tis  of  Inclinations,  and  what  Difeafes; 
they  are  fubjedt  to:,  and  I  may  fay  ’tis  rather  the 
Bod  y  th  at  works  on  that  of  the  Son,  and  that  the  Soul 
of  this  imprints  Characters  on  a  Matter  that  obeys  it,, 
and  is  difpofed  to  the  fame  Accidents.  Toi 
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To  the  End  that  this  Queftion  may  be  nicelier  dif- 
cuffed,  we  muft  obferve  feveral  Things  which  I  judge 
neceffrry  for  the  well  Llnderftanding  of  it. 

Firji ,  One  muft  obferve  that  the  Seed  is  animated 
by  the  Man’s  Soul,  which  is  communicative,  as  we 
have  explained  it  elfewhere. 

Secondly ,  That  the  Man’s  and  Woman’s  Seed  being 
mixed,  as  aQualand  potential  Motions,  that  the  fiift 
are  proximate,  and  the  other  remote  Motions. 

Thirdly ,  That  Likenefs  is  Eilential  or  Accidental  * 
that  Nature  proceeding  from  the  internal  Principles 
of  the  Child,  is  always conftant  and  certain,  whereas 
the  Accidental  is  not. 

1.  This  being  fuppofed,  let  us  firft  examine  the 
Caufe  of  the  Son’s  Likenefs  to  the  Father,  and  the 
Daughter’s  to  the  Mother,  as  the  moft  natural  of 

all. 

2.  Let  us  afterwards  feek  out  the  Daughter’s  Like¬ 
nefs  to  the  Father,  and  the  Son’s  to  the  Mother. 

3.  Let  us  alfo  obferve  the  Likenefs  that  Children 
bear  confuledly  to  the  Father  and  Mother. 

4.  Let  us  difcover  why  Brothers  and  Sifters  are 
like  unto  one  another. 

3.  Let  us  after  this  fearch  the  Source  of  Childrens 
Likenefs  to  the  Grand-father,  Great  Grand-father  and 
Uncles. 


6.  And  laflly,  Let  us  examine  why  a  Child  is  not 
like  to  either  of  its  Parents. 

The  Caufe  of  the  Son’s  refembling  the  Father,  and 
the  Daughter  the  Mother,  is  only  to  be  taken  from 
internal  Principles  that  lerve  for  the  forming  of  thefe 
Children,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  Man’s  and  Wo¬ 
man’s  Seed,  which  being  united  together,  make  but 
one  Body,  upon  which  the  Soul,  which  is  the  other 
Principle  coming  to  aft,  fabricates  an  Habitation  for 
its  Abode. 

I  Gy  it  once  more,  I  do  not  here  fpeak  of  the  Im¬ 
mortal  Soul,  which  never  communicates  itfelij  and 
makes  no  Likenefs;  I  only  fpeak  of  the  Material  Soul 
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that  ferves  for  an  Inftrument  to  the  Intelligence, 
which  makes  it  aft  according  to  its  Orders. 

The  Spirits,  or  the  Soul  therefore  that  refide  in 
the  Man’s  Seed,  being  mixt  with  the  Soul  that  is  in 
the  W  oman’s  Sed  when  Conception  is  accomplish¬ 
ing,  and  making  up  one  and  the  fame  Compound 
W^rksin  the  Quality  of  the  Principle,  upon  the  moft 
terreftrial  Matter,  and  the  thickeft  and  grofleft  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  Seed  of  both  Sexes.  And  becaufe  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  Seed  is  of  a  hot  and  dry  Temper,  the  Parts  of 
its  Matter  clofe  one  to  another,  and  want  no  Spirits 
for  the  Produftion  of  a  Male,  the  Man’s  Seed  imprint¬ 
ing  its  Character,  makes  a  Mixture  that  has  all  Qua¬ 
lities  requihte  for  the  forming  of  a  Boy.  For  the 
Soul  that  is  in  the  Man’s  Seed  having  very  fw if t  and 
aftive  Motions,  takes  the  upper  Hand  of  the  Soul  in 
'  the  Woman’s  Seed,  and  makes  the  Matter  on  which 
it  works  obey,  inf  much  that  this  being  penetrated  by 
that,  there  is  a  Mixture  made  in  the  Ball  or  Egg, 
where  the  Infant  is  formed,  which  caufes  the  Like- 
nels  that  this  Child  bears  unto  its  Father. 

If  you  mix  very  foure  Leaven  with  Dough,  the 
Bread  that  is  made  thereof  will  tafte  loure,  though 
the  Quantity  of  the  Leaven  is  but  very  fmall.  After 
the  fame  Manner  the  Soul  that  is  in  the  Father’s  Seed, 
or  if  you  will,  the  Spirits  that  refide  there,  being 
very  penetrating,  make  themfelves  known  in  the  Mix¬ 
ture  that  is  made  of  the  Two  Seeds.  And  this  is: 
what  happens  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  viz. 
That  the  Sonrelembles  the  Father,  and  the  Daughter 
the  Mother;  otherwife,  according  to  Ariftotle ,  it 
would  be  a  kind  of  a  Monftcr  ii  they  refembied  other 
Pe?  Ions. 

The  Prcjeft  of  the  Child  having  therefore  received, 
the  Father’s  Complexion,  by  the  lmpreffions  of  bis 
Seed  on  the  Woman’s,  perfefts  Day  from  Day  by 
the  fame  Principles.  If  the  Father,  for  Example,  is 
Bil  ’.ous  and  Melancholy,  Proud  and  Pafiionate,  and 
has  withal  a  big  Voice,  good  Inclinations,  a  Portion! 
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of  his  Soul  communicated  to  the  Child  by  means  of 
the  Seed  will  bring  all  thefe  Qualities.  being  infepa- 
rable  from  it,  and  dilate  and  extend  the  Matter  of  the 
Bones,  it  will  produce  Sweetneis  and  Drinefs  in  the 
principal  Parts.  In  one  Word,  ’twill  cauie  a  bilious 
and  melancholy  Temper.  In  fine,  the  fubrle  Parts  of 
the  Father’s  Seed  being  nothing  but  a  Portion  of  his 
Soul  with  the  grofler  Part,  of  which  the  B  dy  is  part¬ 
ly  formed  mattering  the  Matter  in  the  Mother’s  Seed, 
is  the  Origin  of  a  Boy’s  Likenefs  to  his  Father,  not 
only  in  the  Species,  but  aifo  in  the  Sex  and  Indivi- 
duum. 

2.  ’Tis  the  fame  Thing  with  the  Likenefs  of  a 
Girl  unto  her  Mother*  for  the  Matter  Contained  in  a 
Ball  or  Egg  being  of  a  cold  and  moift  Complexion, 
if  compared  to  the  Matter  a  Boy  is  made  o£  Lrves 
only  for  the  forming  of  a  Girl  *  efpeciall  v  if  the  Man’s 
Seed  is  feeble  and  ianguifhing,  and  is  almoft  of  the 
fame  Temper  with  that  of  the  Woman  *  and  the  Soul 
having  a  predominant  Strength,  takes  the  upper  Hand 
of  the  Soul  of  the  Man’s  Seed,  and  being  united  to¬ 
gether,  imprints  its  Feminine  Chara&er  upon  the 
Matter  difpofed  to  receive  it,  and  Marks  of  Likenefs 
to  the  Woman  from  whom  it  proceeds.  Infomuch 
that  if  a  Woman  be  of  a  cold  and  moift  Conftitution, 
if  flegmatick,  and  fubjeft  to  Anxious  Rheums,  if  her 
Paffiuns  be  moderate,  and  her  Manners  reafonable, 
the  Soul  acting  ftrongly  upon  the  Matter  of  the  Pro¬ 
ject  of  the  Child,  will  produce  the  fame  Efte£ts  in 
the  Girl  to  come.  For  if  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Mother  is  the  Caufe  of  all  wbac  we  ohferve  in  her, 
that  her  Manners  and  Health  are  the  EfR&s  thereof, 
and  the  Difpofition  of  the  Soul  and  Matter  of  the 
Seed  follows  neceflarily  the  fame  Temper,  we  may 
certainly  expeff  that  the  Daughter  will  be  like  her 
Mother,  becaufe  the  Seed  poffdTes  more  of  her  Body 
than  of  the  Soul  and  Body  of  the  Father.  The  Soul 
of  the  Father’s  Seed,  and  even  his  Seed,  as  only 
fsrved  to  reader  the  Mother’s  Seed  prolifick,  and  in- 
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creafe  the  Matter  of  the  Project.  Tis  paflive 
co  fpeak  fo  *  nay,  one  would  fay  the  Father  has 
ontributed  nothing  towards  this  Girl  that  refem- 
bles  her  Mother  fo  much  both  in  the  Qualities  of  the 
Body  and  Paffions  of  the  Soul. 

But  if  the  Daughter  is  like  the  Father,  and  the  Sor 
the  Mother,  which  often  happens,  one  ought  to  con¬ 
ceive  the  Caufe  of  the  individual  Likenefs  after  the 
one  Manner  and  the  other.  If  the  Father,  for  Exam¬ 
ple,  be  Great  and  Lufty,  Sanguine  and  Flegmatick 
has  loofe  Flefh,  and  is  flow  in  his  ACtion ;  if  to  the 
contrary  the  Woman  is  Little,  Dry  and  Bilious,  Hatty 
and  Active,  and  has  good  firm  Flefh,  it  may  happen 
and  happens  daily,  that  the  Daughter  may  be  like 
the  Father,  and  the  Son  the  Mother. 

The  Caufe  of  this  Likenefs  is,  when  the  Soul  and 
Matter  that  ferves  for  Conception  is  the  Caufe  of  the 
Refemblance,  when  the  one  or  the  other  (hew  in  the 
Mixture  of  Formation  their  Firft  and  Second  Quali¬ 
ties.  I  may  fay,  to  make  this  more  intelligible,  that 
the  Soul  and  the  Matter  of  the  Man’s  Seed  being  con¬ 
formable  to  his  Principles,  that  is  to  fay,  being  cold 
and  moift,  dull  and  flegmatick,  like  him  they  pro¬ 
ceed  from,  matter  the  Soul  and  Matter  of  the  Wo¬ 
man  s  Seed,  both  by  their  Matter  and  Quality,  info- 
much  that  the  Soul,  which  is  the  Father’s  Seed,  ha¬ 
ving  for  the  moft  part  very  aCtive  and  penetrating 
Motions,  feizes  upon  the  Soul  of  the  Woman’s  Seed, 
and  by  this  Mixture  is  only  made  a  Subtle  Bo¬ 
dy,  the  Predominant  Pait  whereof  retains  always 
the  Part  of  the  Father’s  Complexion.  The  upper¬ 
most  Soul  therefore  imprints  its  Feminine  Cha¬ 
racter  upon  the  Child  that  is  forming  in  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Entrails,  and  renders  this  Girl  like  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  (he  being  Big  and  Lufty  like  him,  flow  ira 
her  Actions,  having  large  Eyes,  plentiful  Terms ^ 
in  fine,  being  Flegmatick  and  Sanguine,  as  her  Fa¬ 
ther  :  But  if  the  Father  gives  but  very  little  Seed,, 
that  only  ferves  to  make  the  Woman’s  Seed,  which  is; 
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full  of  Fire  and  Spirits,  ferment  5  there  will  come 
from  this  Mixture  a  Boy  of  the  fame  Conftitution,  Fi¬ 
gure  and  inclination,  as  the  Mother  •,  he  will  be  but 
fmall  as  the  is,  and  will  be  intirely  like  her,  excepting 
only  the  Sex ;  for  this  Seed  being  of  a  hot  and  dry 
Complexion,  if  compared  to  that  of  the  Husband’s, 
imprints  upon  the  Projcdl  of  its  Child  a  Ma  feu  line 
Chai  after,  which  would  always  appear  if  the  Father’s 
Seed  did  nor  baulk  the  Inclination  of  Nature. 

It  is  not  fo  when  the  Children  are  both  like  the 
Father  and  Mother,  the  Seed  of  the  Two  Sexes  is 
then  lo  equal  in  Matter,  Strength  and  Quality,  that  the 
Child  has  Parts  of  one  and  the  other,  or  elfe  there 
is  one  Part  like  unto  the  fame  Part  of  the  Father,  and 
and  another  like  unto  that  of  the  Mother.  For  Ex¬ 
ample,  this  Child  has  his  Father’s  Nofe,  his  Mother’s 
Mouth,  the  Mother’s  Bread,  and  the  Father’s  Sto¬ 
mach.  In  one  Word,  it  will  be  fubjeft  to  the  Diftem- 
pers  of  the  one,  and  the  Paffions  of  the  other. 

TheCaufe  of  this  Likenefs  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
different  Motion  of  the  different  Parts  of  the  Man’s  and 
Woman’s  Seed ;  and  if  it  be  granted  that  the  Seed  flows, 
from  the  Principal  Parts  of  one  and  the  other,  and  with¬ 
al  is  animated,  as  we  have  proved  it  •,  1  cannot  lee 
what  Difficulty  there  is  to  conceive,  how  one  Part  of 
the  Child  is  like  unto  one  of  the  Father,  and  another 
Part  of  this  fame  Child  refembles  one  in  the  Mother : 
For  as  Portion  of  Seed  running,  for  Example,  from  the 
Head  of  the  Father  or  Mother  makes  different  Moti- 
tions,  the  one  and  the  other  Portion  being  as  yet  not  to 
be  confufed,  the  Intelligence,  who  has  Orders  from 
Nature  to  form  a  Child,  finding  aMatter  difpofed  to 
form  the  Head  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  Fafhion,  by  the  Vi- 
ftory  of  one  Seed  over  the  other,  works  upon  this  fame 
Matter  according  to  the  Orders  it  has  received.  But  as  it 
meets  with  much  Matter  in  the  Portion  of  the  Seed,  that 
muff  ferve  to  make  the  Nofe,  and  befides,  this  Matter 
hath  ftrong  and  aftive  Motions,  it  form  by  the  Means 
pf  the  Soul,  which  always  is  obedient,  this  Part  of  the 

Child 
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Child  like  unto  that  of  the  Father,  that  is  to  fay,  it 
snakes  a  great  Aquiline  Nofe. 

Tis  not  fo  with  the  Formation  of  other  Parts  of 
theBody  ofthisChild,  inlbmuch  that  if  the  Pori  ion 
of  Seed  deftind  for  the  making  of  the  Heait  and 
"Thorax,  has  more  of  the  Matter  and  Soul  of  the 
Mother’s  Seed,  the  Child  to  come  ’twill  be  lubjed  to 
the  fame  Paffions  and  fame  Inconveniences  as  the 
Mother.  In  line,  the  Child  will  be  like  unto  the 
Father  in  fnme  Parts,  and  the  Mother  in  others,  ac¬ 
cording  to  be  ftrong  and  feeble  Motions  the  Projed 
ihall  receive, 

Tis  thisfime  Caufe  that  renders  Twins  like  untoi 
one  another  *  for  if  we  refkd  on  what  has  been  laid 
in  the  Third  Chapter  of  this  Book,  we  may  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Man’s  Seed  communicates  it f elf  almoft 
in  a  Moment  to  lev  era  i  little  Balls  or  Eggs*  the  Wo- 
nun  preferves  in  the  Conduits  of  the  Womb,  prints i 
Its  Character  upon  them ,  and  makes  the  fame  Im- 
pteffion  on  one  as  the  other  :  So  that  if  theie  be  any 
Difference,  either  as  to  the  Sex  or  Individuum,  it 
proceeds  rather  from  the  Woman  than  the  Man  •,  for 
as  to  the  Man’s  Seed  it  is  fhared  by  leveral  Bills  on 
the  one  and  the  other  Side  of  the  Womb,  when  there 
is  Dilpofitions  for  the  Reception  thereof,  and  making 
the  fame  Impreffions  upon  the  one  as  the  other,  it 
caules  alfo  the  Likenefs  of  Twins. 

But  ’tis  otherwife  when  Children  refemble  their 
Grand  father  of  Great  Grand-father.  At  fuch  a  Time 
Nature  does  not  make  the  Soul  ad  by  Adual  and 
Proximate  Motions,  but  only  by  Potential  Ones  5  and 
does  not  make  it  reprefent  the  Petfons  whence  the 
Soul  proceed ,  but  fuch  as  ’tis  produced  from.  Thofe 
Three  Children  that  were  Born  at  Rome,  in  the  Family 
of  the  Lepidi ,  fo  far  from  one  another,  with  a  Mem¬ 
brane  that  covered  one  Eye,  are  Authendck  Proofs  of 
what  I  advance. 

To  comprehend  this  well,  one  ought  to  believe  that 
the  Refemblances  we  bear  to  our  Anceftors  ate  poten¬ 
tially 
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tially  in  the  Seed,  by  the  Soul  and  Humours  they 
communicated  to  us  *  iniomuch  that  if  there  be  any 
Accidental  Caule  that  prevents  the  Child’s  relcrnb* 
ling  its  Father  or  Mother,  there  is  Reafon  to  believe 
it  mull  reprefent  one  of  its  Relations,  whole  Idea 
hath  flayed  in  the  Soul  of  the  Father  or  Mother  *  for 
admitting  that  my  Soul  is  come  from  that  of  my 
Father,  and  that  my  Father’s  Soul  is  come  from  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  fo  upwards,  by  the  Orders  eftabiifhed  in 
Mature  by  God  in  the  beginning  of  the  W  orld-,  as 
Tertuilian  obferves  *  l  may  fay  that  my  Soul  bears 
the  CharaQer  and  Idea  of  all  thofe  th  ough  whom  it 
has  paffed.  And  if  the  Seed  communicates  very  near 
the  fame  Temper  to  fever;.  I  particular  Perlons  foe- 
ceffively,  what  Difficulty  is  there  in  believing  that  a 
Child  may  refemble  its  Great  Grand  father,  not  only 
as  to  the  Figure  of  the  outward  Parts,  but  alfo  to  his 
Paffions  and  Humours  ?  A  Load  ftone  touching  a  [Bit 
of  Iron  communicates  its  own  Vtrrue,  and  afterwards 
this  Bit  of  Iron  a£ts  with  the  lame  Power  as  the  Stone 
itfelf.  Thus  it  happens  that  the  Seed  of  the  Son 
makes  the  fame  lmpreffions  as  that  of  the  Father 
would  do.  We  fhall  be  better  perfwaded  hereof  by 
the  Q.ueftion  we  are  going  to  examine,  viz.  Why  a 
Child  tefembles  any  cf  its  Relations  > 

There  is  no  Occafion  to  repeat  here  what  we  have 
faid  above,  viz.  of  the  Caufe  ot  the  Likenefs  that 
Children  bear  to  their  Father  or  Mother.  I  have,  in 
my  Opinion,  evidently  proved,  that  the  Portion  of 
the  Man’s  and  Woman’s  Soul  that  accompanies  the 
Seed  of  one  and  the  other  Sex.  and  their  Temper, 
which  is  infeparable  from  it,  are  Cauies  of  this  Like¬ 
nefs  5  and  that  the  Effigy,  the  Paffions  of  the  Soul, 
Health  and  Diftempers,  which  made  Children  refem¬ 
ble  their  Anceftors,  derive  from  it.  We  have  alfo 
given  to  obferve  that  this  Likenefs  being  Natural, 
do  not  only  derive  from  an  internal  Principle 
and  if  fometimes  it  doss  not  appear,  the  Change 

ought 
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ought  to  be  attributed  to  a  foreign  Caufe  that  di- 
fturbs  Nature  in  its  Actions,  and  that  baulks  the  free 
Motions  of  the  Father’s  and  Mother’s  Seed. 

Truly  if  thefe  Motions  be  never  fo  little  interrup¬ 
ted  through  foreign  Caufes,  the  Children  are  Born- 
like  unto  their  Grand-father  or  Great  Grand-father. 

This  is  no  Difficulty,  according  to  the  Obfervation 
made  by  Mr.  hegon ,  one  of  the  Wifeft  and  moft  Cu¬ 
rious  Men  I  know  :  He  told  me  that  he  had  obfervedi 
in  the  Antilles  Twins  engendred  by  the  Metifs  called! 
Mulafiers ,  one  of  which  was  White  with  long  Hair, 
and  the  other  Black  with  curled  Hair,  and  that  this 
Xikenefs  could  only  be  afcrlbed  to  their  Anceftors  that: 
had  been  of  this  Species  $  for,  adds  he,  there  are  ass 
many  Species  of  Men  as  Dogs :  But  Vijjius  obferved 
In  Africa  that  a  Fair  Child  might  be  Born  from  ai 
Black  Father  and  Mother,  Negroes  and  thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  Productions  proceeded  rather  from  their  Parents 
being  Poked,  which  might  make  a  Leprous  Child, 
than  from  the  Refemblance  of  their  Anceftors  ^  and 
fays  alfo,  that  thofe  Children  were  of  a  feeble  and 
ianguifhing  Sight,  and  could  not  fee  but  by  Moon- 
(hine. 

If  ithe  Motions  of  the  Seed  are  much  interrupted, 
they  refemble  their  Relations  in  a  Collateral  Line  * 
if  they  are  forced  and  agitated,  they  neither  refemble 
one  nor  the  other  but  only  the  Species  and  Sex. 
And  laftly,  if  thefe  Motions  are  altogether  unequal, 
and  meet  with  a  confufed  and  uneven  Matter,  Her¬ 
maphrodites  and  Monfters  are  the  Conl'equences 
thereof. 

The  Juice  that  the  Child  is  firft  nourifhed  by,  the 
Menftruous  Blood  by  which  ’cis  perfeCtioned,  the 
Paflions  of  the  Mother’s  Soul,  the  ftreight  Place  it 
is  in,  and  continues  in  during  Nine  Months,  the 
Aliments  that  are  made  ufe  of  after  it  is  Born, 
the  Habit  it  takes  up  by  the  Manners  and  Ex¬ 
amples  it  imitates,  are  puiffant  Caufes,  which  I  may 
call  foreign,  that  often  difturh  the  direCt  Motions 
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of  Nature,  and  prevent  its  making  Natural  fmpreffi- 
ons  upon  a  Child,  Nature  in  this  is  like  unto  a  Pain¬ 
ter,  that  often  draws  Pictures  by  Copies,  but  fome- 
times  by  his  own  Capricio’s. 

To  fet  this  Quell  ion  in  a  better  Light,  I  may  fay 
that  the  Seed  may  be  animated,  as  we  have  proved 
it  carries  Characters  of  the  Individuum  5  and  that 
thele  Characters  being  ACiual  and  Proximate  Motions, 
feldom  fail  of  being  communicated  to  the  Body  on 
which  they  are  printed  :  But  as  there  are  other  re¬ 
mote  Motions  that  do  not  carry  with  them  the  Idea 
ot  any  particular  Petfon,  but  only  in  general  the  Fi¬ 
gure  and  Reprefentation  of  a  Man,  it  follows  that  up¬ 
on  the  lead  Difbrders  that  happen  in  Generation, 
the  Father  and  the  Mother  may  by  thefe  lad  Mo¬ 
tions  engender  a  Child  that  will  refemble  a  Man, 
but  bear  no  Manner  of  Likenefs  to  thole  that  en¬ 
gendered  it. 

The  Imagination  of  the  Mother  rather  didurbs  the 
AClion  of  Nature  than  contributes  to  Likenefs,  yet 
I  own  that  it  has  lome  Power  upon  her  Spirits  and 
Hum  our  ;  and  though  it  makes  no  Impreffions  upon 
a  Child,  which  is  governed  by  itfelf  the  very  firft 
Days  of  its  Life,  yet  it  may  at  lead  make  lome  up¬ 
on  the  Nutritious  Juice,  or  Menftruous  Blood,  by 
which  the  Child  is  nourilhed  in  the  Mother’s 
W  omb. 

sf  is  known  what  Changes  and  Diforders  Aliments 
caufe  in  the  beginning  of  our  Life  5  as  they  keep  up 
©ur  Heat  when  good,  fo  they  deftroy  it  when  bad  :  I 
attribute  the  good  Cafe  of  fome  certain  People  to 
the  ufe  of  Milk,  Butter,  and  Cheefe,  and  a  cold  and 
moift  Air  which  they  breathe.  Whereas  we  obferve 
others  of  a  quite  different  Figure,  becaufe  they  live 
in  another  Air,  and  make  ufe  of  other  Food. 

In  fine,  there  is  abundance  of  other  Things  re¬ 
mote  from  our  Conftitution  and  Inclinations,  that 
when  Age  renders  us  capable  of  being  compared  to 
our  Father  or  Mother,  we  find  ourfelves  quite 

different 
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different”  either  through  our  own  Fault,  or  that  oft 
thofe  that  took  Care  of  our  Education. 

Thus  I  dare  boldly  conclude,  that  onlefs  there  are 
remote  and  accidental  Caufes  that  change  the  Like- 
snefs  we  naturally  ought  to  bear  to  thofe  that  have 
brought  us  into  the  World,  we  will  certainly  refera¬ 
ble  them  very  much.  The  Garamantd ,  that  were 
not  Savage  in  this  Point,  caufed  ail  their  Children 
to  be  nurfed  in  common  to  the  Age  of  Five  Years, 
and  then  they  gave  to  every  one  thofe  Children  that 
were  tnoft  like  unto  them,  judging  thereby  that  fuch 
a  one  was  their  Parent,  and  ought  to  take  Care  of  it. 
iThey  believed  the  Likenefs  was  a  powerful  Conje¬ 
cture  of  Filiation,  and  that  it  proceeded  from  lome 
internal  invariable  Principle. 

As  for  my  own  part  I  fhould  have  an  ill  Opinion 
of  a  Woman  that  fhould  have  a  Child  refembling 
one  of  her  Servants,  and  in  this  thought  it  would  be 
Proof  ftrong  enough  to  think  it  Illegitimate  •,  for  its 
being  like  the  Father  would  certainly  be  a  great  Pre* 
fumption  of  the  Mother's  Chaftity. 


CHAP.  VII. 

,*  Why  fame  Children  are  Born  feeble  and  Imperfeff,  and 

others  Strong  and  Healthy. 

A  Omitting  that  the  Marrying  of  Kings  has  only 
the  Welfare  and  State  in  View,  ’tis  but  juft  the 
Subjeds  fhould  aim  at  the  Glory  of  their  Princes  in 
Marrying.  A  King  will  never  be  in  a  Condition  to 
defend  hitnfelf  againft  the  Inful ts  of  his  Enemies, 
much  lels  conquer  Towns  and  Provinces,  if  his  Sub¬ 
jects  are  fickly  and  imperfeCl:  Contrariwife,  nothing 
can  refill  his  Power  if  he  isfurnifhed.  with  ftrong  and 
well-built  ones. 
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3Tis  therefore  becoming  a  well- governed  Kingdom 
fo  to  regulate  what  concerns  Marriages,  that  all  thole 
who  are  Born  from  'hem  may  once  be  capable  to 
fupport  tht  Enter  prizes  of  him  that  commands. 

if  we  could  dilcover  the  Caufes  of  fo  mar.v  Per* 
Ions  being  little,  vale'ud  inary  or  fickly,  and  ill- Sha¬ 
ped,  and  at  the  fame  Time  that  of  Mens  being 
ftrong,  witty,  and  nimble,  I  am  lure  it  would  be  a 
Means  to  remedy  the  Diforders  which  often  happen 
in  Families  and  States,  by  the  Careiefnefs  obferved 
in  Matrimony,  and  the  Ahules  daily  committed. 

Had  not  King  Archefilaus  Married  a  little  young 
Woman,  the  Lacedemonians  would  not  have  look’d 
upon  him  with  fo  much  Scorn  and  Indifferency.  For 
what  Probability  is  there  that  fuch  a  Diminutive  Wo¬ 
man  fhould  furnilh  Matter  enough  for  the  forming 
of  a  Child  of  a  good  Shape  >  The  Entrails  would 
be  too  clofe,  and  the  Sides  too  much  drawn  up  to  wi¬ 
den  as  they  ought,  neither  would  fhe  have  Humours 
enough  to  communicate  what  Nourishment  the  Child 
fhould  ftand  in  need  of. 

Truly  a  little  Woman  of  12  Years,  or  if  file  is 
older,/  has  too  narrow  Flanks,  and  her  Parts  of  Ge¬ 
neration  are  too  fmall  to  contain  a  Child  of  a  good 
Size  Nine  Months,  and  far  from  going  her  Time  out 
with  it,  (he’ll  bring  it  into  the  World  before  all  the 
Parts  are  accomplilhed.  And  befides,  if  the  Husband 
and  Wife  are  both  young,  and  of  the  fame  Age  his 
Seed  will  not  increaft  the  Matter  of  the  Bali  or  Egg 
of  which  the  Infant  mu  ft  be  formed  •,  it  will  only 
communicate  its  fermentative  Spirits  for  Generation  j 
thus  the  Child  will  be  always  fickly,  little  and  lan- 
guifhing. 

Thole  People  are  (fill  commended  that  did  not 
in  former  Times  allow  little  Men  and  Women  to 
Marry,  for  fear  they  might  increafe  the  Number  of 
Dwarfs,  whereby  the  Republick  was  but  too  much 
infefted  before. 
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Moreover,  little  Perfons  derive  alfo  from  another 
Ca\ife;  for  if  the  Father  and  Mother  are  of  a  very 
lafcivious  Conftitution,  Experience  (hows  that  the 
Children  that  are  Born  from  them  never  grow  tall. 
Love  inflames  Two  Young  Perfons  newly  Married  to 
that  Degree,  that  there  is  hardly  a  Day  but  this  vio¬ 
lent  Patlion  weakens  and  exhaufts  them.  And  if 
Perchance  any  Child  is  Born  from  thofe  repeated  Em¬ 
braces,  they  are  Dwarfs  or  fickly  Children,  which 
have  not  had  Matter  enough  to  be  formed  in  their 
Mother’s  Womb.  They  join  too  often  to  have  well 
conco&ed  and  well  digefted  Seed,  fo  that  the  Huf- 
band  communicates  but  little  Matter  for  Generation 
to  the  Woman,  and  that  but  ill  qualified.  The  Wo- 
man  on  her  Side  has  very  fmall  Balls  or  Eggs,  (he 
wanting  Time  to  let  them  grow,  fince  Love  obliges 
her  to  make  them  ferment  fooner  than  ought  to  be. 
Thus  this  Matter  that  ferves  to  form  this  Infant,  can 
only  ferve  for  very  fmall  Part,  to  be  ever  Parts  of  any 
tolerable  Body. 

If  Married  Perfons  imitated  the  Chaftity  of  the 
King  of  Palmyra  and  Zenobia  his  Queen,  we  fhould 
have  more  robuft,  witty  and  lufty,  Men  than  we 
have.  ’Tis  laid  that  this  Princefs  was  fo  moderate  in 
her  Paffion,  that  (he  never  approached  her  Husband 
but  to  have  Children,  and  for  this  Reafon  fhe  always 
waited  for  the  Time  of  her  Terms  to  know  whether 
fhe  had  conceived  or  no.  If  her  Terms  appeared  the 
returned  immediately  to  the  King’s  Arms,  rather  to 
obey  the  Orders  of  Nature  than  her  own  Paflion  *  and 
if  the  Terms  came  not,  the  lived  without  the  Pleafures 
of  Matrimony  during  all  the  Time  of  her  Breed¬ 
ing,  which  molt  Women  defire  with  fo  much  Ea- 
gernels. 

This  Proceeding  is  a  true  Means  to  get  ftrong  and 
witty  Children.  It  feems  to  be  a  new  Wedding 
every  Time  oneCarefles  after  a  long  Interval.  Neither 
Matter  nor  Spirits  are  then  wanting  for  the  forming 
of  a  ftrong  Child  *  and  Experience  teaches  us,  that 

the 
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the  greateft  Men  have  been  Born  from  unlawful  Con- 
junftions.  Rome  would  never  have  been  the  Tenour 
of  its  Neighbours,  if  Romulus  had  not  been  Born  after 
this  Manner  and  Statues  had  never  been  ereHtd  to 
the  Honour  and  Memory  of  Erafmus  by  Two  confi- 
derable  Cities  of  Europe ,  if  Wic  had  not  been  his 
Birthright.  ■ 

Truly  the  Seed  has  Time  to  concoS  and  perfect 
itfslf,  and  the  Spirits  crowd  more  to  it,  when  one 
Cardies  but  feldom.  Nay,  the  Pleafures  of  Love  are 
greater  when  taken  with  Moderation,  and  do  not 
difrelilh  as  they  do  otherwife. 

If  a  Man  and  Woman  are  healthy,  and  obferve  the 
Rules  that  ought  to  be  obferved  for  the  engendring 
of  Sully  and  witty  Children,  they  will  not  fail  of 
Succefs ;  and  we  feldom  fee,  to  make  life  of  a  Poet's 
Thought,  viz.  Nec  mbellemfrogenerant  aquiU  co~ 
lumbam ,  the  fierce  Eagle  does  not  engender  feeble 
Doves,  but  in  the  Excels  of  Love  the  Woman  will  be 
uppermoft,  aud  does  not  obferve  all  what  is  becom¬ 
ing  when  People  Carefs.  There  is  no  doubt  but  this 
Pofture  is  the  Caufe  of  Email  and  little  Perfbns  $  for 
lince  a  lafcivious  Man  voids  but  little  Seed  at  a  Time, 
and  befides  a  convenient  Pofture  is  not  kept,  that  lit¬ 
tle  Matter  which  he  fheds  cannot  be  received  where 
it  ought  to  be,  fo  that  only  the  Portion  which 
ought  to  quicken  the  ProjeH  of  the  Child  is  received, 
but  the  moft  terreftrial  and  thiekeft  will  come  out 
again  of  the  Womb  by  its  own  Weight,  and  the  in- 
difcreet  Pofture  of  the  Married  People  :  Thus  the  Ball 
or  Egg  is  not  augmented,  and  a  Child  formed  whofe 
Size  will  never  be  advantageous. 

Every  one  knows  that  Old  Age  is  cold  and  lan¬ 
guishing,  and  that  it  has  but  little  Vigour  for  Amo¬ 
rous  Embraces,  If  a  Child  is  got  at  fuch  an  Age,  one 
may  believe  that  Vis  for  the  moft  part  dull  and  (tup  d  ^ 
its  Father  only  having  Matter  and  Spirits  to  give  it 
Humane  Form,  except  the  Mother  is  Young  and 
Vigorous,  and  contributes  on  her  Side  to  the 
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Generation  of  the  Child  through  the  Flenty  of  her 
Heat  and  Spirits.  A  Horfe  engendredfrom  a  very  Old 
Stallion  is  never  fo  Mettlefome,  and  Horfemen  know 
well  enough  that  that  he  is  notfo  good  to  be  managed 
for  War,  as  others :  But  in  the  Flower  of  One’s  Age, 
when  one  neither  grows  nor  decays,  one  has  all  what 
is  proper  to  get  Lufty  and  Witty  Children  :  For  this 
Reafbn  the  Antient  Germans ,  according  to  Ge/izr, 
who  always  were  Strong  2nd  Brave  Men,  counted 
it  a  fliameful  Thing  to  know  a  Woman  before  20 
Years  of  Age. 

Befides,  the  ill  Wray  of  living  of  Parents  may  be  a 
common  Caufe  of  Childrens  being  weak  and  fickly. 
Never  will  a  Debauched-  Man  engender  a  Robuft  and 
Vertuous  Child  ;  and  the  Diftempers  that  (hall  ac¬ 
company  inch  a  Child  during  Life,  are  only  affined 
Coniequences,  and  evident  Proofs,  of  the  Father’s 
Crimes,  and  the  Mother’s  Weaknel's;  Leprofie, 
Gout,  King’s-Evil,  Stupidity  of  Mind,  and  other 
grievous  Diftempers,  proceed  commonly  from  the 
irregular  Life  of  the  Parents.  We  inherit  moft  of 
their  Infirmities,  but  feldom  or  never  their  Vertues. 
And  as  the  Blood  of  thefe  Fathers  and  Mothers  is 
full  of  Phlegm  and  Crudities,  all  the  Parts  that  are 
nourished  thereby  make  alio  Execrements  that  have 
quite  different  Ufes  from  what  Nature  pjopofed. 
The  Teilicles,  to  confine  myfelf  only  to  the  Genital 
j-  Parts,  cannot  make  a  good  Seed  of  a  cold  and  crude 
Blood,  that  may  afterwards  be  the  Caufe  of  an 
Healthy  Child  ;  it’s  Phlegmatic^,  and  full  of  Ordures, 
inftead  of  being  full  of  Spirits  and  Fire,  Pure  and 
Temperate,  which  can  caufe  nothing  but  Diforders 
in  Generation. 

Thofe  that  endeavour  to  have  Healthy  and  Witty 
Children  obferve,  amongffi  otherThings,  a  Time  that 
is  neither  inconvenient  to  them  nor  to  their  Wives  j 
above  all  they  take  great  Care  not  to  know  them 
when  they  have  their  Terms,  or  feme  Time  before : 
but  if  perhaps  Conception  fhould  be  when  the  Terms 
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are  ready  to  flow,  or  aUually  flowj  the  Ordures 
wherewithal  the  Matrix  is  at  fucha  Time  filled,  in- 
fe£l  the  Man’s  Seed,  which  carries  afterwards  ill  Qua¬ 
lities  to  the  Place  where  the  Woman’s  Seed  refides, 
and  Conception  is  made  ^Generation  is  neverthelels 
accomplilh’d,  but  the  Matter  that  fefves  for  the  form¬ 
ing  of  the  Foetus  not  being  pure  and  well  qualified , 
the  Parts  that  are  made  of  it  become  Weak  and  Un¬ 
healthy,  fo  that  in  Prccefs  of  Time  they  perform 
their  Functions  badly,  and  confequently  render 
the  Child  Valetudinary  and  Diftempered.  We 
have  but  too  many  Examples  of  this,  but  Breed¬ 
ing  and  Decency  obliges  us  not  to  make  them 
Publick. 

Several  Things  ought  therefore  to  be  obierved  to 
avoid  the  engendring  Unhealthy  Children  ;  for  if 
the  Body  has  Infirmities,  if  not  taken  Care  of,  the 
Soul  will  not  eicaps  r  And  lam  fare,  if  Therjites 
had  not  been  fo  ugly,  he  would  never  have  been  tuch 
an  ill  Soul  -,  nay,  ftis  almoft  impoffible  that  a  Soul 
fhould  perform  its  Funflions  well  in  fuch  a  Body  as 
his  was  ^  he  was  Hunchbac’kd,  Pickedheaded,  had 
Down  upon  the  Chin  inftead  of  Beard,  and  with  this 
was  Lame  and  Purblind  :  This  Uglinefs  is  a  Sign  of 
all  Vices,  whereas  the  Beauty  of  the  Body  is  the 
image  of  a  good  Soul,  and  the  CharaQer  of  a  Man 
of  Honour,  if  we  believe  St.  Ambroje 

The  Stars  do  not  make  us  Witty, Lully,-  Valetudi¬ 
nary,  or  ImperfeU,  they  are  too  diitanc  from  us  5 
and  though  the  Sun  and  the  Mcon  have  more 
Strength  than  the  reft ,  yet  they  do  not  aff 
upon  us,  but  as  foreign  Caufes,  very  different 
from  thole  that  are  Eflential  to  us.  We  oblerve 
daily  Children  conceived  under  the  fame  Alpefts, 
and  at  the  fame  Hour  of  the  Day,  that  have 
neverthelels  different  Inclinations ,  and  Bodies 
of  different  Forms.  Yet  I  own  that  a  Child 
formed  in  the  Spring  or  Autumn  will  be  more 
Prudent  and  mere  Wife,,  and  another  (hall  be 
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mote  Nimble  01  lefs  Afclive,  that  has  been  con¬ 
ceived  in  Winter  or  Summer  *  but  tbefe  different  In¬ 
clinations  depend  not  fb  much  upon  the  Stars,  as  up¬ 
on  Humours  that  predominate  in  thofe  Seafons  in  the 
Bodies  of  the  Parents. 

Deformed  Children,  and  thofe  that  have  fome- 
thing  of  a  Monfter,  are  naturally  fo  conceived,  what¬ 
ever  fome  Doctors  do  fay  ;  they  depend  upon  the 
Man  or  the  Woman,  or  elfe  upon  lome  Conjunction 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature. 

Naturalifts  make  us  obferve,  that  if  a  Cock  treads 
a  Hen  only  one  tingle  Time,  he  impregnates  feveral 
Eggs,  and  in  fome  are  feen  Two  Yolks  *  whence  in 
Time  Two  Chickens  would  come  altnoft  feparated, 
yet  fometimes  united  •,  fometimes  alio,  but  feldom, 
there  will  appear  Two  Specks  on  one  Yolk,  which 
have  at  the  fame  Time  received  genitive  Impreflions 
from  the  Cock  -,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  from  this 
Cauie  deformed  Chickens  are  hatched,  that  are  near 
akin  to  Monfters- 

I  fry  as  much  in  Proportion  to  Children  for  if 
the  Man’s  Seed  touches  feveral  Balls  or  Eggs  that  are 
dilpofed  to  receive  their  Impreflions,  it  makes  them 
all  ferment,  and  quickens  them  at  the  fame  Inftant, 
infomuch  that  feveral  Children  are  Botn  from  this 
Generation,  that  are  differently  wrapt  up,  and  have 
their  particular  After-burdens:  But  if  in  one  Ball  or 
Egg  there  be  Matter  divided  in  Two  by  a  little 
Membrane,  or  that  this  Matter  has  Two  PtojeQs  of 
Children,  the  Man’s  Seed  excites  and  animates  them 
both  at  a  Time,  as  if  there  was  but  one-,  each  part 
of  the  Ball  or  Egg  receives  the  generative  Impreflions 
of  the  Man’s  Seed,  and  Twins  are  Born,  which  be¬ 
ing  feparated  one  from  another,  and  feldom  united, 
have  an  After-burden  common  to  both,  but  if  Two 
Balls  are  united,  a  Monfter  comes  forth,  may  be 
like  unto  that  1  faw  a  Month  ago,  which  had  Two 
Heads,  Four  Arms,  and  only  Two  Feet.  This  is  the 
Caufe  in  my  Opinion  of  the  Generation  of  Monffers. 

Befides, 
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Befides,  the  Womb  may  contribute  to  the  Defor¬ 
mity  of  a  Child,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  fome 
Phyficians $  for  being  cicatrized  on  one  Side,  and  not 
able  to  dilate,  as  in  the  other  Parts,  it  is  liable  to  an 
ill  Conformation  :  But  Experience  teaches  us  that 
Children  are  PerfeEf  that  have  been  carried  in  luch 

a  Womb. 

There  are  fome  other  Sorts  of  Monfters  that  are 
formed  by  a  Mixture  of  different  Species  :  The  Sto¬ 
ries  we  have  upon  thisSubjuff  make  us  believe  that 
the  Thing  is  poffible.  The  Hippotaure  which  the 
Cardinal  de  Comitibus  brought  from  France  to  Italy ^ 
and  afterwards  prefented  to  Cardinal  Scipio  Borgbefey 
is  nor  a  Tale  made  at  Pleafure.  All  Rome  law  and 
admired  him  for  30  Tears  together,  atter  which 
Time  he  died  far  want  of  Teeth  ;  he  had  a  Bull's 
Head,  and  the  reft  molt  like  unto  a  Horfe. 

If  one  is  doubtful  of  the  Mixture  of  Men  with 
Beafts,  one  may  be  fatisfied  in  looking  back  upon 
Antiquity,  where  one  will  find  Pajipbae,  Queen  to 
the  King  of  Minos ,  engendred  a  Minataur  by  the 
Pleafures  fhe  took  with  a  Bull.  One  will  alio  find 
the  pretty  made  Maiden,  named  Gnojale ,  engendred 
by  a  Man  and  a  She  Afs :  If  thefe  Two  Examples 
relifh  a  little  of  the  Fable,  yet  one  will  not  fufpeO: 
that  of  the  T ufcan  Virgin,  that  was  delivered  of  an 
Animal  half  Man  and  half  Dog.  'Nolateranus  has 
left  us  in  Writing,  that  this  Monfter  was  Born  during 
the  Pontificate  of  Pope  Pius  III.  and  that  it  had 
Hands,  Feet  and  Ears,  of  a  Dog,  and  the  reft  of  a 
Man  j  and  I  am  told  that  fome  Monfters  are  feen 
in  the  Ifle  of  Forvufa  that  have  Hairy  Feet,  and 
Hands  like  Men :  If  this  was  impoffible,  as  fome 
think,  the  Holy  Scriptures  would  never  have 
made,  a  Law  about  it,  which  condemns  to  Death 
both  the  Beaft  and  the  Woman  that  has  thus  fub- 
micted  herfelf 
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*Tis  therefore  eafie  to  know  tbs  Came  of  Mon¬ 
gers,  without  my  taking  the  Pains  to  fet  it  down  $ 
for  admitting  that  the  Seed  is  animated  ,  as  I  have 
eliewhere  proved  it,  and  that  it  comes  from  all  the 
Parts  of  the  Body  of  the  Two  Sexes,  as  Experience 
fhews  us,  I  think  there  is  nothing  more  wanting  for 
the  Difcovery  of  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Incli¬ 
nations  and  Figure  of  Mongers. 

The  End  of  the  Third  Booh 
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PARTIV. 


CHAP.  I.  ART.  I. 

Of  the  Impotency  of  Max, 

jrjplS  known  that  the  Generation  of  perfeft  Crea* 

1  tures  follows  immediately  upon  the  Conjun¬ 
ction  of  Male  and  Female  :  That  the  Male  ought  to 
be  of  a  middle  Age  according  to  its  Species,  th'at  he 
ought  to  have  the  Genital  Parts  well  formed,  and 
with  this  enjoy  perfect  Health,  in  order  to  att  as  he 
ought  to  do  upon  this  Occafion.  But  to  fpeak  here 
of  Man  only,  he  ought  to  be  vigorous,  full  of  Blood 
and  Spirits,  and  poflefs  all  what  is  requilite  for  the 
Careffing  of  a  Woman  amoroufly.  Beiides  he  ought 
to  command  his  Privy-parts,  and  they  obey,  when 
the  Bufinefs  of  Conjugal  Duty  is  called  into  Queftion. 

Ifa  Man  be  too  younger  too  old,  if  fickly,  or 
troubled  with  fome  Natural  Infirmity  in  his  Privy  or 
Principal  Parts,  one  may  without  Scruple  tax  fuch  a 
one  with  I m potency  ;  for  if  the  viril  Member  is  too 
fiiort,  or  too  little,  flaggy  or  paralytick,  if  the  Hole 
through  which  the  Seed  ought  to  pafs  is  not  in  the 
Place  where  it  ought  to  be  }  if  befides  a  Man  is  very 
fat,  and  his  Belly  Sands  much  forwards  ^  if  his  Te¬ 
ll  icles  are  fmall  and  lank,  or  if  he  has  none  at  all,  if 
his  Seed  be  too  liquid,  or  is  but  little  in  Quantity, 
or  has  other  Faults.  In  one  Word,  if  he  wants  any 
Thing  of  a  Man  for  the  Two  great  Works  of  Copula- 
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lion  and  Generation,  the  Law  permits  a  Woman  to 
demand  Diffolution  of  her  Marriage  in  Court.  And 
if  we  may  believe  an  Archbifhop,  1  do  not  doubt 
but  we  may  attribute  the  Divorce  of  King  Loiharis 
and  Queen  T beherge  to  one  cl  thefe  Cautes. 

All  what  deftroys  our  natural  Hear,  and  extin- 
guifhes  our  Fire  and  Spirits,  is  dire&Iy  oppofite  to 
the  A&ions  of  Matrimony.  Our  Tefticles  flacken, 
our  Spermatick  V.efTels  dry  up,  and  our  Member  di- 
minifhes,  when  we  are  accuftomed  to  be  fciupuloufly 
Chad  and  Abftinenr.  And  if  it  be  true  what  Vidus 
Vidius  the  younger  reports  of  an  Ecelefiaftick  Perfon, 
that  had  all  her  Life  long  driftly  observed  the  Rules 
as  (he  ought  to  do,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Pans 
of  our  Body  not  exercising  in  the  Actions  Nature  has 
made  them  for,  wither  and  dry  up  in  ibme  Meafure. 

The  exceffive  Pleafures  taken  with  Women  caufe 
no  lefs  grievous  Disorders.  ’Tis  true,  they  do  not 
bring  the  like  Witherings  upon  us,  yet  they  render 
usTtjcapable  of  continuing  of  Lawful  Embraces.  The 
Spermatick  VefTels  are  weakned,  the  Seminal  Veficles 
relaxed,  and  the  principal  Paits  of  our  Body  wafte 
and  cool  to  that  Degree,  through  the  Diflipation  of 
cur  Heat  and  Spirits,  that  they  are  not  for  the  future 
in  a  Condition  to  furnifh  Matter  neteflary  for  the 
forming  of  a  Child.  Witnefs  T heodorick,  King  of 
Burgundy ,  who  after  being  exbaufted  with  Laodicea , 
and  other  Strumpets  of  the  Court,  was  never  able 
toconl'ummate  his  Marriage  with  Hammrberga,  the 
King  of  Spain’s  Daughter. 

Beftdes,  if  what  is  commonly  laid  to  be  true, 
that  good  Cheer  raifes  a  Man's  Luff,  one  may  with 
the  fame  Truth  affare,  that  Indigency  renders  a  Man 
Impotent.  For  fince  Abftinence,  according  to  the 
Opin^m  of  Divines,  is  the  heft  Remedy  againft  Con- 
cu pi  fence  of  the  Flelh,  there  is  no  doubt  but  when 
Tis  exceffive  it  will  deftroy  all  Motions  that  may 
excite  us  to  the  Embraces  of  Women,  the  Blood  di- 
minifhipg,  Spirits  wafting,  and  the  Principal  and 
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Privy  Parts  becoming  languid.  Thus  ’tis  true  that 
nothing  is  more  oppofite  to  Love  but  what  both  cools 
and  exhaufts  us. 

But  the  Paffions  of  the  Soul  are  fomething  more 
violent  than  what  we  have  Paid  •,  and  to  pals  by  Ha¬ 
tred  that  is  fomented  in  a  Man’s  Mind,  by  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  Uglinefs,  her  ill  Humour,  or  indecent  Con- 
duff,  or  in  fine,  by  fome  execrable  Stink  that  comes 
from  her  Body,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  CauJes 
that  may  render  a  Man  Impotent,  in  refpeft  to  fuch 
a  Woman. 

After  all,  fince  nothing  deftroys  us  more  than  Di- 
ftempers,  fince  they  bring  us  to  our  Graves,  Lawyers 
have  had  fome  Reafon  to  write,  that  one  muft  not 
prefume  a  crazy  Man,  much  lefs  a  fick  one,  to  be 
capable  to  engender,  the  Diftemper  rendring  him  un¬ 
fit  for  Careffing  a  Woman.  It’s  true,  that  the  Plea- 
fures  of  Love  require  Strength-  and  Vigour  to  refill 
the  Faintnefs  and  Weaknefs  they  give  Birth  to,  even 
when  moderately  purfued  -v  whereas  a  Diftemper  be¬ 
ing  a  Difpofition  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature, 
it  weakens  and  deftroys  of  itfelf  the  Actions  of  our 
Parts,  which  confequently  cannot  be  in  a  Capacity  to 
do  their  Duty  when  it  comes  to  the  Point  of  Gene¬ 
ration.  - 

But  may  be  the  Lawyers  did  not  obferve  that  their 
Decifion  is  too  general  to  be  true  •,  fince  there  are 
fome  Diftempers  that  incite  us  to  Love,  and  in  which 
one  may  engender.  We  know  that  one  that  is  feized 
with  Priapifm,  or  another  that  has  fome  fmall  Fits 
of  the  Stone  or  Gout,  are  at  fuch  a  Time  more  Amo¬ 
rous,  and  cannot  foibear  having  a  Touch  with  their 
Wives  ;  the  cold  and  (harp  Humours  that  caule  their 
Diftemper  are  at  fuch  a  Time  mixed  with  %Winds, 
that  lurk  for  the  moft  Part  among  the  Privy  parts, 
which  tickle  them  perpetually,  and  excite  them  to  Re¬ 
venge  themfelves  agreeably  upon  the  Pain  they  fuft'er. 
Nay,  fome  Diftempers  have  rendredMen, before  Impo¬ 
tent,  Fruitful.  Avenzoar,  an  -d/^wsPhyGcian,  reports 
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ofhimfeif,  that  not  being  able  to  engender  in  his 
Youth,  be  did  it  with  Eafe  after  an  acute  Fever, 
which  refrefhed  his  Bowels  to  that  Degree,  and  pro¬ 
cured  him  fuch  a  Complexion,  as  to  be  afterwards 
In  a  Capacity  to  get  Children. 

The  Decifions  of  Lawyers  muft  therefore  be  qua¬ 
lified  as  not  pofitively  to  affirm  on  another  Hand  by 
a  kind  of  Contradiction,  as  ’tis  in  one  of  their  Gtof 
fes,  that  the  Beginning  of  a  Child’s  Life,  that  is  born 
after  its  Father’s  Death,  muft  be  counted  from  the 
Day  of  the  Father’s  Death  ;as  ifa  Man  that  isafffCted 
with  an  acute  Fever,  Long  or  Cbronick  Diftemper, 
or  other  Infirmities  incident  to  the  Principal  or  Ge¬ 
nital  Parts,  was  in  a  Condition  to  engender.  Indeed 
this  is  contrary  to  Reafon  and  Daily  Experience. 

But  I  will  only  here  confine  myfelf  to  Men  that  are 
always  Impotent,  and  who  having  Infirmities  in 
their  Genital  Parts,  are  no  ways  able  to  join  amoroufly 
with  a  Woman,  even  in  the  Flower  of  their  Age. 
The  Faintnefs  of  the  Amorous  Parts,  the  Want  of 
Humour  in  their  Seed,  or  iri  fine,  NoClurnal  Pollu¬ 
tions  that  happen  through  the  Weaknefs  of  their 
Veflels,  are  powerful  Qbftacles  to  Copulation,  and 
render  them  cold  er  than  Ice  when  they  come  to  en¬ 
counter  a  Woman.  >'  j 

What  Probability  is  there  that  a  Member  of  Two  or 
Three  Finger  Breadth,  Ihould  be  of  Efficient  Mea- 
fure  to  fatisfie  a  Woman,  and  to  engender  Children. 
A  Man  thus  ill  futnilhed  wants  Strength,  Heat,  Spi¬ 
rits  and  Seed ;  and  if  fome  Humours  happen  to  come 
out  in  the  Amorous  Agitations,  tis  only  a  little  Se- 
rofity,  which  has  not  all  the  Qualities  requifite  for 
Generation.  The  Woman  may  ftrive  to  receive  this 
Liquor,  her  Parts,  though  ftarved,  will  never  make 
any  Thing  of  a  Humour  that  wants  Difpofifion  for 
Nature’s  great  Work, 

More,  the  Imporency  of  joining  with  a  Woman 
is  increafed  by  the  Smalnefs  of  the  Virge^  which  be¬ 
ing  both  Ihort  and  little,  carihOt  rejoice  a  Woman, 

nor 
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Bor  furnifh  Liquor  that  is  proper  for  the  forming  of 
a  Child  :  All  Medicines  are  ufelefs  for  this  Sort  of 
Weaknefs $  and  though  Galen  and  Fallopius  propofed 
fome,  yet  we  are  inclined  for  the  Opinion  of  thofe 
that  believe  thefe  Infirmities  incurable,  if  upon  the 
Extream  ?  and  the  Judges  may  boldly  pronounce  Sen-’ 
tence  of  DifTolution  of  a  Marriage  that  has  no  other 
Earneft  of  the  Man’s  Validity. 

Tis  in  vain  to  imagine  that  rich  Broths,  choice 
Food,  and  excellent  Wine,  can  make  a  Part  grow 
that  Nature  could  make  no  longer,  and  {hews  want 
of  Knowledge  in  Diftempersthat  happen  to  Nervous 
Parts:  Rub  the  diftetnpered  Part  never  fb  much  with 
Oil  of  Earth-worms,  Oil  of  Lavender,  or  Palma  Thri¬ 
ft  i  mix’d  with  a  little  Powder  of  a  Bull’s  or  Stagg’s 
Pizzle,  all  the  Effe£t  ’twill  have  is  rather  for  the  Pa* 
tients  Hurt  than  Relief ^  nor  will  the  Buckle  that 
pierces  that  Prepuce,  and  to  which  is  fattened  a  leaden 
Bullet,  nor  the  Plaifter  of  Burgundy-pitch  often  ap¬ 
plied,  ever  Cure  thefe  Infirmities,  or  make  a  Man’s 
Member  that  is  naturally  fliort  ever  become  longer. 

Whenever  one  does  Cure  thefe  Natural  Defe&s, 
’twill  be  at  the  fame  Rate  the  Roguifh  Fotter-father 
Galen  fpeaks  of,  who  accomadating  the  Child  un¬ 
der  his  Care  after  an  indifferent  Manner,  beat  its 
Buttocks  from  Two  Days  to  Two  Days  with  his 
Hand,  to  make  them  fweil,  and  (hewed  afterwards 
the  Father  how  good  a  Cafe  the  Child  was  in. 

Though  the  Loofenefs  and  Flagginefs  of  the  Virge 
are  Diftempersthat  are fbmetimes  Cured,  yet  for  the 
moft  Part  they  have  been  incurable,  and  out  of  Reach 
of  Remedies ;  for  if  this  Part  is  naturally  ftupid  arid 
immovable,  though  indifferently  big  and  long,  there 
is  no  Art  that  can  enliven  it,  nor  no  Phyficlj  that  cap 
cure  it:  The  Flefh  or  Allies  of  the  Tarantula,  and 
Powder  of  a, Bull’s  Sinew,  or  the  Root  of  Satyrion 
have  too  little  Strength  to  fuccour  thele  Languilhings : 
And  if  the  Hand  of  a  pretty  Woman,  which  is  the 
tnoft  Excellent  Medicine,  has  not  Power  enough 

to 
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to  Cure  the  Lanknefs  of  a  Man’s  Member,  other  Re¬ 
medies  will  fignifie  nothing,  efpecially  if  the  Nerves 
that  come  from  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  diftributed  to  the 
Yard,  are  Weak,  obftrufted  or  cicatrized  *  or  if  the 
Man  has  received  lome  Hurt  in  his  Genital  Parts,  or 
elfefome  considerable  Humour  has  altered  the  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts.  In  fine,  if  the  Palfie  happens  to  one 
or  the  other  Thigh,  the  Viril  Member,  which  re¬ 
ceives  the  fame  Influences  from  the  Extremity  of  the 
Spinal  Marrow,  is  alfo  rendred  immovable,  as  welt 
as  one  of  thefe  Parts  •,  and  ’tis  impoffible  to  Cure  it 
except  you  vanquilh  the  Diftemper  that  caufes  it : 
But  as  ’tis  for  the  moft  part  incurable,  particularly 
in  tWofe  that  grow  Old,  there  is  no  Room  left  to 
hope  that  one  may  relieve  a  Part,  which  in  Old  Age 
has  but  little  Heat  to  defend  itfelf  from  the  Violence 
of  this  Infirmity. 

Sometimes  the  Yard  is  not  bored  at  the  End,  but 
at  the  Root  and  Side,  above  or  below  :  There  has 
been  fomefeen  with  Two  Overtures,  One  for  Urine, 
and  another  for  Seed,  as  was  that  of  a  Counfellor  of 
Fadua  mentioned  by  Vejulius.  All  Men  that  are  thus 
afflifcled  are  fcmetimes  incapable  of  Carefling  a  Wo¬ 
man,  but  always  unapt  to  engender.  Indeed  P late- 
rm  tells  us,  that  a  Man  who  had  Two  Holes  in  his 
Virge  ventured  to  Marry,  but  he  not  being  able  to  fa- 
tisfie  his  Wife  as  (he  defired,  they  feparated  volun¬ 
tarily.  Yet  there  are  fome  Hiftories  to  the  contrary, 
that  inform  us  that  one  may  engender  with  thofe 
ImperfeUions :  That  of  Dennis,  a  Roman  Goldfmith, 
is  an  evident  Proof  thereof:  He  engendred,  though 
his  Verge  was  bored  at  the  Root  of  the  Glands,  as 
’Zhcchia*  reports,  who  averrshe  did  fee  him. 

We  have  told  you  above  that  Nature  places  the 
Tefticles  of  Men  firft  in  the  Belly,  and  that  they  fall- 
down  into  the  Parfe  by  degrees,  through  their  own 
Weight,  the  continual  Agitation  of  the  Belly,  and 
the  Force  of  continual  Heat  •,  but  if  through  fome  Ob- 
ftacle  it  happens  that  they  do  not  defeend,  the  Men 
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ought  not  to  be  taken  for  Impotent,  though  in  Ap¬ 
pearance  they  feem  to  want  what  is  moft  requifite  to 
forma  Judgment  of  the  Virility  of  a  Man,  provided 
they  areas  Affive,  Vigorous,  Hairy,  and  have  a  ftrong 
and  hard  Voice,  have  much  Hair  on  their  Chin  and 
Pubes,  one  may  pronounce  them  capable  to  engender, 
tho’  nothing  is  found  in  their  Purfe.  Mr  Montagne,  of 
this  Province,  that  has  often  fhewed  me  his  Privy-parts, 
and  Mr.  d’  Argenton  difle&ed  by  Par  Am,  were  both 
capable  of  engendring,  though  they  had  nothing  in 
their  Purle  5  one  ought  rather  to  blame  the  Wife  of 
the  latter  for  going  to  Law  with  her  Husband,  and 
accufing  him  of  Impotency.  Thus  the  Decree  of  the 
Faculty  of  Phyfick  of  Montpellier,  Hucher,  being 
Chancellor,  declared  that  it  was  not  necelfary  for 
the  Bufinels  of  Generation  to  find  the  Tefticles  in  a 
Man’s  Scrotum,  provided  always  there  were  other 
Marks  of  Virility,  which  alfo  makes  Riolanus  fay  of 
a  Fellow  that  impofed  often  on  Phylicians,  who  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  have  the  Repute,  that  he  was  not  in¬ 
capable  of  engendring,  although  his  Tefticles  were 
hidden. 

The  Cafe  is  altered  when  they  are  abfolutely 
wanting.  Men  in  this  Condition  are  Cowardly,  have 
an  effeminate  Voice,  and  no  Hair  on  their  Chin  or 
Privy-parts.  Indeed  Mens  Courage  depends  upon 
the  Tefticles;  for fome  Subtil  Humours  and  Vapours 
come  from  thofe  Parts,  which  mixing  with  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  the  Blood  and  Nervous  Juice,  are  the  Caufe  of 
all  our  Boldnefs  and  Vigour.  Thofe  that  have  fmali 
Tefticles,  and  with  that  Lank,  cannot  receive  thefe 
Vapours  to  encourage  them  near  Women,  or  elle- 
where.  Inltance  Brutes  that  are  cut,  which  have 
not  fo  much  Vigour  or  Force  as  before. 

If  a  Man’s  Belly  be  extraordinary  big,  there  is  no 
Probability  that  his  Cafe  will  fuffer  him  to  Carefs  a 
Woman,  Specially  iflhe  comes  near  up  to  the  fame 
Size ;  and  if  they  could  join,  their  Seed  will  hardly  be 
Prolifick,  if  we  may  believe  Experience.  ’Tis  true,  that 
>  one 
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One  tnzy  chufe  a  commodious  Way,  as  we  have? 
taught  in  another  Place,  if  they  are  both  nimble: 
enough  for  it  5  but  indeed  the  Pain  furpaffes  the  Plea- 
fure.  And  what  would  Vitellico,  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  Spanifb  Forces  in  the  Netherlands ,  have  done- 
if  he  fhouid  have  been  obliged  to  enter  the  Lifts  of 
Love,  he  that  could  notin  all thofe  Provinces  meet 
with  a  Horfe  that  was  able  to  carry  him  above  Three; 
Mil  es?  Indeed  Vinegar  mixed  with  Water  is  an 
affined  Remedy  to  diminish  ones- felf,  if  us’d  as  or¬ 
dinary  Drink,  but  ’tis  worfe  than  the  Difeafe. 
which  this  great  Captain  found  tohis  Grief  •,  for  after 
having  drank  it  a  Year,  he  diminilhed  above  60  /.  as;i 
Hiftory  informs  us,  but  he  died  fome  time  after  that 
Time,  his  Body  being  all  withered  and  wrinkled. 
through  the  Coldnels  of  his  Brunage,  and  by  the  In- 
dilpofition  it  caufed  in  his  Stomach. 

All  thefe  Diftempers  we  have  fpoken  of  being  in¬ 
curable,  they  muft  render  a  Man  impotent,  and  ought 
to  refrain  him  from  Marrying,  or  if  he  is  Married. 
they  are  lawful  Reafons  for  a  Woman  to  be  diffolved. 
For  the  Diftemper  being  Natural,  Perpetual  and  In¬ 
curable,  who  doubts  but  a  Woman  has  Juftice  on  her 
Side  in  demanding  another  Husband  ? 


ART.  II. 

Of  the  Coitus  or  Copulation  before  a  Magiftrate . 

THE  Parliaments  of  France  would  not  have  been 
fo  often  furprized  if  they  had  exaHly  known 
the  Caufes  of  Mens  Impotency.  And  the  Marquils 
of  Langers  would  not  have  had  the  Difgrace  of  a 
Decree  given  againft  him,  February  the  8th,  165?, 
if  the  Coitus  which  was  ordered  had  been  an  infallible 
Proof  of  Manhood. 
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The  Officials  of  our  Bifliops  would  not  fb  fre* 
quently,  and  upon  lightReafons,  invalidate  Marriages, 
if  they  had  well  ftudifed  the  Caufes  that  prevent  the 
Confummation  thereof,  or  if  they  would  be  inftru&ed 
by  learned  Perfons.  For  Example,  the  Official  of 
Mans  would  not  have  decided  upon  the  Marriage  of 
Veter  Nau  feme  Years  ago}  (who  would  fain  appear 
Impotent  at  the  Coitus  if  he  had  known  the  feigned 
and  fuppofed  Impotency  of  that  Spark.  For  lince 
by  a  Rule  of  the  Court  granted  the  5th  of  jfa/y, 
1655,  the  Wife  of  Nau  was  obliged  to  return  with 
her  Husband,  and  to  bring  her  lawful  Child,  which 
was  the  only  Proof  of  the  Father’s  not  being  impo¬ 
tent  •,  May  not  one  fay  that  this  Official,  let  him 
be  as  honeft  a  Man  as  be  will,  had  not  obferved  all 
the  Circumftances  requifite  upon  the  like  Occafions, 
for  the  knowing  and  diltinguifhing  the  Impotency  of 
a  Man  ? 

Indeed  we  have  feveral  other  more  a  flu  red  Signs 
and  Proofs  of  the  Virility  of  a  Man  than  a  publick 
Coitus ;  and  1  dare  fay,  that  publick  Co pulation ,  for¬ 
merly  abolilhed  by  the  Emperor  Juftinian,  as  oppo- 
fite  to  the  Purity  of  Chriftianifm,  has  only  been  fet 
on  Foot  again  by  fome  Libertines,  and  Curious  Sparks 
of  our  Age.  For  ’cis  the  Infamy  of  Sexes,  and  the 
Dilhonour  of  our  Times*  and  I  know  no  Examples 
thereof  in  Hiftory,  but  what  are  ridiculous.  ’Tis  a 
Law  that  wounds  Modefty.  ’Tis  too  hard  and  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  Man.  He  muft  (hew  to  ail  the  World 
the  Parts  which  Nature  has  taken  fo  much  Pains  to 
conceal,  and  leek  for  Witneiies  to  an  Aft  ion  we 
Ihun  and  abhor  them  in  when  following  the  Orders 
of  Nature:  For  what  Shame  is  it  to  (hew  by  Day¬ 
light,  that  which  we  take  Care  to  hide  even  at  Night; 
’Tis  only  a  Pretence  of  Divorce,  and  an  EffeO:  of  the 
Lalcivioufnels  and  Audacioulnefs  of  Women.  ’Tis 
they  have  put  the  Judges  upon  a  Proof  as  uncertain 
as ’tis  immodeft.  Amongft  1000  Men  there  is  hard¬ 
ly  one  that  will  come  off  with  Victory  from  a  pub¬ 
lick 
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lick  Coitus.  Our  Privy- parts  are  not  at  our  Nod,  and 
far  from  obeying  the  Orders  of  the  judge.  They 
oftentimes  grow  lank  againft  our  Will,  and  are  often; 
Icy  when  our  Heart  is  on  Fire.  If  we  are  ready  tc 
animate  ourfelves,  our  Courage  fails  us,  Fear  feizes1 
us.  Hatred  polTefies  our  Heart,  and  Modefty  oppofes 
itfelf to  fuch  impudent  Liberties. 

Befides,  to  enjoy  a  Woman  boldly  is  Hot  a  Sign: 
of  Manhood.  Eunuchs  are  much  given  to  Carnal1 
Pleafures,  and  fome  have  been  Married  *  but  ire 
Truth  they  are  unfuccefsf  ul  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Gene¬ 
ration.  And  the  Conjun&ion  of  Man  and  Woman 
being  no  Sign  or  Proof  of  Manhood  itfelf,  one 
ought  not  to  judge  of  the  Fertility  of  a  Man  by  Co  ¬ 
pulation. 

He  that  finds  himfelflmpotent  ought  not  to  Marry  •, 
he  that  doubts  of  his  being  fb  ought  to  confult  a 
Learned  Pbyfician,that  may  fatisfiehim  about  it ;  and 
he  that  is  vigorous  ought  not  to  ^xpofe  himfelf  to  a 
pubiick  Copulation.  Love  will  not  be  commanded, 
but  commands  us,  and  we  have  not  hitherto  obferved 
any  People  to  come  together  by  Hatred,  though  never 
fo  Amoroufly  difpos’d. 

There  have  been  more  Difiolutions  for  about  100 
Years  paft,  fince  pubiick  Copulation  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  F ranee,  than  ever  was  before ;  wherefore 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  having  at  laid  judged  pubiick 
Copulation  to  be  an  Enemy  to  Chaflity,  and  no  true 
Sign  of  Manhood,  made  a  Prohibition  the  r8th  of 
February,  1677,  by  a  Solemn  Decree  to  Judges  Civil 
and  Ecclefiaftical,  not  to  admit  of  the  Proof  of  Pubiick 
Copulation  for  the  future  in  Caufes  of  Matrimony. 
MeJJire  Renede  Cardonan  Marquis  de  Langers,  fpoken 
of  above,  was  the  Caufe  of  this  Reform  *  for  having 
Married  a  Second  Wife,  Damoifelle  Diane  de  Montan- 
de  Nauaillis ,  by  whom  he  had  Seven  Children,  he 
made  it  appear  that  we  are  not  always  Matters  of 
our  A&ions,  when  expofed  to  Carefs  a  Woman  pub- 
lickly. 
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ART.  III.  ■, 

Of  Divorces  be t  ween  Married  V erf o ns* 

t  -  'f  ,  i . .  ■  :  ,  ' ; .  .  .  ..  .  •  /  : 

T Hough  Tome  Lawyers  make  a  Diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  Diflblurion  of  Marriage  and  Divorce, 
the  one  being  the  Caule  of  the  other,  yet  fince  we 
do  neither  examine  the  Terms,  nor  the  Thing  fignifi- 
ed,  fo  exa£fly  as  they  do,  we  (hall  make  Ufe  lome- 
times  of  one,  fometimes  of  the  other,  to  exprefs  our 
Mind  in  what  we  have  to  fay  about  it. 

Diflolution  of  Marriage  is  only  a  juft  Prohibition 
of  the  Uie  of  Marriage,  pronounced  by  acommpetent 
Judge,  who  having  an  evident  Knowledge  of  the 
Caufe,  forbids  the  Husband  and  Wife  to  lye  together, 
and  perform  reciprocal  Duties  of  Married  Perfons. 

If  the  Caufes  of  the  Divorce  are  incurable,  the 
Law  permits  the  Party  that  is  well  to  Marry  again  ; 
but  if  in  Time  they  may  be  remedied  by  the  Rules  of 
Phyfick,  as  we  have  elfewhere  difcourfed,  I  cannot 
believe  that  one  can  have  any  lawful  Reafon  for 
DilTolving  a  Marriage  that  has  been  celebrated  with 
-  fo  mu  ch  Solemnity. 

There  are  ftronger  Reafons,  and  more  powerful 
Caufes,  required  now-a*days  in  Cbrijhndcm  for  the 
Diflolution  of  Marriages  that  was  formerly.  The 
Capricio  of  a  Husband  cannot  now-a«days  repudiate 
his  Wife,  as  was  formerly  ufual  amongft  the  Jews  5 
nothing  will  do  it  now  but  a  lawful  Reafon,  known 
and  approved  of  by  the  Judges.  It’s  true  that  the 
Old  Law  allowed  the  Jews  to  repudiate  their  Wives, 
and  take  another  at  Difcretion,  but  ’twas,  as  the 
Scripture  (peak,  by  Reafon  of  the  hardnefs  of  their 
Hearts. 

Amongft  all  the  Reafons  the  Jews  had  for  divor¬ 
cing,  that  of  Itnpudicuy  was  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
common  Jealoufie  often  troubled  the  Peace  and  Tran* 
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quiiitjr  of  their  Marriages,  and  fometimes  not  having 
any  other  apparent  Caufes,  they  accufed  their  Wives 
of  Impudicity,  and  reproached  them  therewith,  to 
find  a  Way  to  be  rid  of  them,  viz.  That  they  had 
been  debauched  before  they  were  Married,  In  re¬ 
gard  to  this,  Mo/es  to  prevent  thefe  Diforders, 
made  a  Law,  by  which  he  commanded  the  Parents 
carefully  to  keep  the  Sheets  that  ferved  the  Wedding 
Night,  at  the  Defloration  of  the  Daughter,  to  the 
end  that  if  they  fliould  one  Day  happen  to  be  falfly 
accufed  by  their  Husbands,  they  might  Ihew  the  Ma¬ 
gnates  the  Signs  of  Virginity  unjuftly  fufpe&ed,  to 
fave  the  Reputation  of  the  Woman,  which  is  obferv- 
ed  to  this  very  Day  infome  Towns  of  Spain, 

The  Law  of  the  Pagans  was  as  light  in  this  Cafe  as 
that  of  the  Jews  was  hard.  Cicero  would  not  have  re¬ 
pudiated  his  Wife,  and  made  her  goabout  her  Bufinefs, 
for  not  writing  to  him  fometimes  during  his  Exile  $ 
and  Sulpicius  Gallus  would  have  palled  the  fame 
Compliment  upon  his,  for  finding  her  once  in  the 
Street  without  her  Hood,  if  the  Laws  had  been  e- 
qui table.  Amongft  us  it  is  neither  Coldnefs,  Hatred, 
nor  Interefi,  that  obliges  a  Man  to  Sue  a  Divorce,  as 
the  Eaftern  People  continue  to  this  very  Day  ^  ’tis  the 
I  m  potency  of  the  Husband  or  Wife  that  caufes  a  Diffo- 
lution  of  Marriage  by  the  Authority  of  Magiflrates. 

It  cannot  enter  into  my  Thoughts  that  our  Mo¬ 
dern  Judges  have  thereby  undertaken  to  touch  the 
Subftance  of  Matrimony,  they  knew  to  well  ’tis  a 
Sacrament  which  Men  cannot  annul,  but|only  exiome 
the  Married  PerDns  Ability  to  engender,  and  befides 
the  Validity  of  the  Civil  Contrast. 

^  To  forget  nothing  that  may  contribute  to  the 
Guriofity  of  the  Reader,  ’twill  not  be  out  of  the  Way 
before  we  end  this  Chapter  to  fet  down  here  the  Formu¬ 
lary  of  the  Libel  of  Repudiation  the  Jews  made  ufe 
oi  according  to  the  Report  of  Rabbi  Mojche  de  Cotji. 

I  he  Day  of  the  Week,  the  2pth  Day  of  rne 
Month  oi— -—in  the  Year—  of  the  Creation  of 
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Hie  World,  J.  N.  Pharifee,  dwelling  at  prefeht  at 
Venice ,  a  Town  fituate  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Add- 
atique  Gulph,  do  proteft  and  declare  in  the  Prefence  of 
JV.  N.  Witnefles,  that  I  do  dimit  and  repudiate  you 
my  Wife,  named  N.  N.  Daughter  of  JV,  Son  of  N. 
to  the  End  you  may  be  henceforward  be  free  to  find  out 
another  Husband  fui table  to  your  Condition,  without 
the  Interpofmon  or  Hindrance  of  any  Perfbn  whatfo- 
ever,  to  the  Eternity  of  Ages,  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
this  is  the  Cartel  of  Divorce,  the  Libel  of  Dimifliiorf, 
and  Inftrument  of  Defertion,  which  I  fend  you,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Ordinances  of  Mo/es  and  Ifraei.  The 
Witnefles  figned  in'the  Body  of  the  Libel,  and  under¬ 
neath,  as  well  as  the  Husband. 

r 


f'np  I  S  known  that  Sterility  depends  oftner  on  Wo- 
JL  men  than  Men  ;  and  that  the  Natural  Heat  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  principal  Inftruments  of  all  Aflions, 
the  Sterility  ofboth  Sexes  iscaufed  through  its  Defed ; 
if  it  is  weak,  the  Parts  are  defective  5  if  any  Thing 
is  wanting  to  the  Proportion  of  the  Woman’s  Genital 
Parts,  all  the  Aflion  of  the  fame  Parts  is  interrupted 
and  Generation  tiiuft  not  be  expended. 

Let  a  Woman  be  in  the  Flow  er  of  her  Age,  let  her 
enjoy  perfect  Health,  let  her  be  Married  to  a  Stout 
and  Vigorous  Man,  and  take  Immoderate  Plea  fares 
with  him  $  if  (he  has  no  Difpofifion  to  conceive,  fhe 
fnuft  never  hope  for  the  Sweet  Name  of  Mother  5 
for  if  £he  be  too  Brisk  and  Lively,  if  an  exceflive 
Heat  confuMes  her  Entrails,  if  fhe  has  not  her  Term-, 
or  hut  moderately,  if  the  Terms  be  not  Red,  what 
Probability  is  there  that  fhe  fliould  Conceive  ? 
:  \  Z  2  fhe 
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She  burns,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  and  dties  up  the  Seed 
that  is  given  her ;  and  if  perchance  a  Child  is  Form¬ 
ed,  it  is  either  Deformed,  Counterfeit,  or  does  not 
abide  Nine  Months  in  the  Mother’s  Womb.  If  on 
the  Contrary,  there  is  a  Great  Coldnefs  and  Humi¬ 
dity  in  her  Privy-parts,  and  that  the  Womb  is  too 
much  moiftened  by  the  Fat  that  is  thereabouts,  if 
her  Sides  are  clofe,  or  her  Belly  ftraight,  and  if  file 
has  no  Hair  on  her  Body,  but  only  on  the  Head, 
{he’ll  never  retain  the  Seed  that  is  communicated  to 
her,  and  confequently  will  never  bring  it  to  Concep¬ 
tion  i  or  if  perchance  any  happens,  the  foetus  will  be 
ft i fled  through  the  great  Humidity  of  the  Mother’s 
Parts,  and  will  come  forth  before  the  Time  •,  fo  that 
fuch  a  Woman  can  never  have  a  Child,  unlefs  the 
Faultinefs  is  corre&ed,  the  which  is  feldom  brought 
about.  v  '  ’  r  '  *1 

The  fame  happens  to  Women  whofe  Womb  is  of 
an  ill  Conformation,  either  naturally,  or  through 
fome  Foreign  Accidents  ;  as  great  Ulcers,  a  great 
Cicatrix,  and  other  Inconvenienciesof  the  Womb. 

But  all  tbefe  DefeUs  are  neither  lawful  Caufes  to 
hinder  Marriage  when  not  yel  concluded  ;  or  for 
diffolving  it  when  confumtmted.  Indifpofitions  that 
do  not  hinder  a  Woman  from  being  Carefled  by  her 
Husband,  neither  can  nor  ought  to  caufea  Divorce; 
and  often  when  a  Woman  is  barren  with  one  Man, 
Experience  (hews  us  (he  is  fruitful  with  another. 
A  Plant  loves  its  Mould,  and  never  runs  to  Seed  in  a 
place  oppofite  to  its  Temperament.  A  Man  cannot 
make  a  Woman  conceive  whofe  Seed  bears  no  Pro¬ 
portion  to  his  own,  neither  in  its  Matter  nor  Quali¬ 
ties.  But  if  this  fame  Man  meets  with  a  Woman 
that  is  not  fo  hot  or  fiery  as  himfelf,  an  advan¬ 
tageous  Generation  will  certainly  attend  their  Em¬ 
braces.  V  , 

Nothing  but  Diftempers  that  are  oppofite  to  the 
Pleafures  of  Love  are  able  to  hinder  a  Man’s  Con¬ 
junction  with  his  Wife,  can  be  lawful  Caufes  of  the 

Diffolution 
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Diffolution  of  Marriage  ;  for  if  a  Woman  be  ex- 
treamly  ftraighr,  and  the  Paflage  ftopt  up  either  by 
the  exceflive  Bignefs  of  the  Clitoris ,  or  by  the  flcfhy 
Membrane  called  Hymen,  or  by  the  Scars  of  an  un¬ 
happy  Delivery,  or  by  the  leaning  of  the  Os  Pubit , 
or  if  there  be  other  Caufes  that  draw  it  up  incurably 
we  ought  to  believe  that  this  Woman  is  abfolutely 
barren,  becaufe  (he  cannot  fuffer  the  Carefles  of  her 
Husband. 

Indeed  all  the  CaUfes  that  may  hinder  a  Man  from 
enjoying  fuch  Pleafureswith  his  Wife  as  Matrimony 
permits,  are  capable  to  make  a  Divorce  :  And  as  the 
Woman’s  Infirmities  are  in  the  outward  Parts,  the 
Law  allows  them  to  be  examined  by  skilful  and  Difc 
qreet  Perfons,  to  make  their  Reports  to  the  Judges, 
who  are  afterwards  to  pronounce  juft  and  equitable 
Sentences  thereupon. 

A  Man  may  be  very  well  furprized,  when  touch¬ 
ing  his  Wife  tenderly  upon  his  Wedding  Night,  he 
meets  with  a  Member  as  ft  iff  as  his  own,  that  ftrikes 
him  on  the  Belly  ^  he  runs  out  of  the  Bed  in  a  great 
Fury,  and  fancies  that  he  has  either  been  bewitched, 
or  that  People  have  bantered  him,  in  giving  him  a 
Man  inftead  of  the  Woman  he  had  chofen ;  but  by 
the  Light  of  a  Taper  he  perceives  ’tis  his  Wife’s 
Face,  (he  at  the  fame  Time  calling  him  tender 
Names  5  but  there  is  no  Carefles  nor  Complaifance 
that  can  allay  his  Aftonifhment  j  and  though  his  Soul 
may  come  to  itfelf  again,  yet  his  Amourous  Parts  are 
not  fo  ready  to  obey  his  Paffion.  But  as  Love  is  a 
Child,  fo  ’tis  appeafed  when  flattered.  His  Privy- 
Parts  therefore  feel  a  Second  Ere&ion,  but  he  has 
no  fooner  made  a  Second  Attempt  but  he  is  as  much 
furprized  as  he  was  before ;  and  what  Augments  his 
Aftonifhment,  is  his  Bride’s  fqueezing  him  between 
her  Arms,  that  he  can  hardly  get  from  her.  Then 
he  no  more  doubts  of  Charms,  for  upon  fuch  an  Oc- 
cafion  the  Man  becomes  as  it  were  a  Woman, 
and  ths  Woman  by  a  ftrange  Metamorphofis  of- 
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ficiatesin  tTae  Man’s  Place,  fo  that  his  Parts  are  alto¬ 
gether  lank  and  flaggy,  by  Reafon  of  the  Surprize  he 
eontinueth  in,  and  hers  are  all  on  Fire,  and  able  to 
give  Proof  of  rheir  Valour.  At  iaft  this  Man  coming 
a  little  tohimfeif,  begins  to  examine  the  Caufe  of  his 
Surprize,  and  having  no  fooner  caft  his  Eyes  upon  his 
Wile’s  Privy  Parts,  but  he  difcovers  a  ftreight  and 
hard  Member,  like  that  of  his  own,  he  queftionsher 
about  it.  fhe  anfwers  with  a  great  deal  of  Modefty 
and  Sincerity ,  that  Ihe  believes  all  Women  are  fo, 
and  tells  him  all  the  Circumftances  (he  has  obferved 
of  it  fince  (He  firft  felt  it :  She  tells  him  that  during 
the  Winter  Seafon  the  Cold  makes  the  Clitoris  intire- 
ly  withdraw,  and  that  in  this  Seafon  it  feems  to  be  no 
longer  or  bigger  than  half  the  little  Finger :  But  that 
as  loon  as  the  Heat  of  Summer  is  felt  this  Part  grows 
extreamly  bigger  and  longer.  She  adds  that  he  ought 
not  to  wonder  as  its  being  now  fo  thick  and  long,  the 
Days  being  the  longeft  in  the  Year,  and  the  Heat 
exceflive.  Nay,  {be  own’d  to  her  Husband  that  (he 
hardly  knows  any  Woman  more  Amourous  than  her- 
felf  ;  and  when  fhe  lees  a  Perfon  that  pleafes  her, 
and  Love  works  in  her  Fancy  ,  Ihe  finds  this  Part  to 
ftir  and  ftiffen  a  gain  ft  her  Will.  That  (he  never  tried 
what  Ihe  is  able  to  do.  But  that  Ihe  is  very  well 
latisfied  at  prefent  by  his  Surpize  and  Wondertnents 
that  this  Part  is  not  alike  in  all  Women.  The  Huft 
band  being  fully  informed  of  every  Thing,  and  ha¬ 
ving  we?,  confidered  what  to  do  upon  this  Occafion 
propofes  to  have  her  Infirmity  comunicated  to 
Tome  ol  her  Friends,  ihe  confents,  and  the  Husband 
thereupon  confults  a  learned  Phyfician,  who  to 
1'atisfie  the  Prayers  of  the  Husband,  and  the  Tears 
of  the  Wife,  takes  upon  himfelf  to  cut  this  Part, 
which  is  of  fuch  an  exceffive  Bignefs.  To  this  End 
5tis  tied,  and  left  tied  during  one  Day,  after  which 

fuch  difmal  Accidents  happen  that  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
tirpated. 


Such 
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Such  a  Chance  happened  to  Platerius ,  who  de- 
figning  to  cut  the  Clitoris  of  a  Matron,  was  fru- 
ftrated  of  his  Operation  through  the  Obftacles  ai¬ 
led  ged. 

Ualy  Rodoan  would  without  doubt  have  perform- 
the  fame  Operation  on  a  Queen  whp  difcovered  her 
Nakednefs  to  him,  if  he  had  thought  himfelf  able  to 
extirpate  this  Part,  without  running  the  Hazard  of 
his  Reputation,  and  the  Life  of  this  Princefs. 

Tis  impoffible  in  this  Condition  for  Men  to  Carels 
their  Wives,  as  we  (hall  more  particularly  examine 
it  hereafter  in  the  Chapter  of  Hermaphrodites ,  and 
this  Infirmity  being  deemed  incurable,  as  it  is  with¬ 
out  doubt,  a  Judge  may  order  the  Diflolution  of 
fuch  a  Marriage  upon  very  good  Grounds,  provided 
’tis  upon  the  Report  of  Perfons  well  skilled  in  theie 
Matters. 

Neither  can  the  Compreffion  of  the  Os  Pubis  upon 
the  Paffage  of  the  Vagina  be  cured.  This  Conduit  is 
very  often  fo  drawn  up  in  the  Outfide,  that  ’tis  im¬ 
poffible  that  a  Man  who  is  but  indifferently  furnifhed 
can  get  in. 

The  Two  high  Bones  bent  inwardly,  and  the 
Rump  tuck’d  up  before,  caufes  fometimes  the  fame 
Obftacles  *  whence  the  Law  does  not  repute  fuch  a 
Woman  found  whofe  Privy  Parts  are  thus  ill  lhaped 

/Sometimes  there  happen  fo  many  Ulcers  in  the 
Vagina  of  Courtezanas ,  that  fome after  being  cured 
have  had  it  almoft  fhut  up  with  Scars,  that  even  the 
Terms  flowed  with  Difficulty  thro’  the  little  Hole 
that  remained  unlhut.  a  Man  that  fliould  go  to  play 
the  Wag  with  this  Creature,  would  not  be  able  to 
get  into  a  Place  that  had  been  formerly  fo  wide. 

Hard  Childbearing  caufe  as  many  Inconveniencies 
to  Women  as  their  fecret  Diftempers  for  after  the  PaR 
fage  has  been  torn,  feveral  Ulcers  enfue,  w  hich  be¬ 
ing  negle&ed,  fill  up  with  fo  much  fuperfluous  Flefh, 
that  the  Paffage  becomes  almoft  ftopt  up.  This 
proud  Fleffi  comes  to  be  hard  and  Solid  in  Time,  and 
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cannot  be  bent  by 'a  Man’s  Yard,  let  it  be  as  hard 
and  as  ftrong  as  it  will.  Witnefs  what  Riclanm  fays 
of  a  Woman  who  was  fo  fhut  up  after  a  bard  De¬ 
livery,  that  it  ’twas  impoffible  for  her  afterwards  to 
fuffer  her  Husband  to  touch  her. 

Thefe  Diftempers  are  too  inveterate  to  be  cured, 
and  there  is  no  Woman  that  will  expofe  herfelf  to 
be  dtflcHed  alive.  We  might  here  propofe  feveral 
Ptflaries  of  Silver,  Pewter,  Lead,  or  even  of  Flefh 
of  different  Bignefs,  which  one  might  rub  with  Frefh 
Butter,  or  Unguent,  Rofai,  and  place  them  in  the 
Paffage  one  after  another,  beginning  with  fmall  ones. 
But  the  Scars  with  which  this  Place  is  filled  pre¬ 
vents  its  being  widened,  and  confequently,  to  fpeak 
what  I  think,  all  thefe  Infirmities  are  incurable,  and 
are  withal  lawful  Reafons  to  hinder  a  Woman  from 
te-marrying.  -  c-  <>  .  b  ... 

Among  the  incurable  Diftempers  of  the  Womb, 
one  may  add  tothofe  already  mentioned,  great  Excref- 
cencies,  if  Gordon  may  be  credited  ;  Scbirrui s  and 
confiderable  Tumours,  if  we  follow  the  Opinion  of 
Fribricim  liildanus.  who  remarks  that  a  Woman 
could  not  fuffer  Two  Husbands  one  after  another, 
and  confequently  could  not  have  Children,  becaufe 
fbe  had  a  S  chirr  us  towards  the  inner  Orifice  of  the 
Womb.  He  tells  us  another  Story  of  one,  who 
having  fuffered  much  in  a  painful  Travel,  became 
barren  by  a  hard  Tumour,  which  was  found  after 
her  Death  to  occupy  one  Part  of  the  Lower  Side  of 
the  Womb.  Yet  if  the  Hard  neffes  be  fmall,  that  they 
touch  one  another,  and  happen  to  Young  Perfons,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  they  may  be  cured  by  f'uch  Remedies 
as  are  commonly  made  Life  of  upon  fuch  Occafions. 

Although  one  may  cut  the  Hymen  and  the  Mem¬ 
branes  nhicb  knit  the  Caruncles  firmly  together,  yet 
in  feme  Cafes  thefe  Membranes  arefe  thick  and  full 
of  Velfels,  that  there  is  Danger  in  opening  of  them  $ 
they  being  fo  joined  with  the  Paffage,  that  it  feems 
to  be  the  fame  Produ&ion.  Thele  Parts  being  cut, 

Inflam* 
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Inflammations  follow  fometimes,  as  alfo  Fevers  and 
Convuifions.  In  this  Place  the  Wounds  are  diffi¬ 
cultly  joined,  the  Humidities  that  come  out  this 
Way  from  the  Body  of  the  Woman  preventing  the 
fame,  in  a  great  Meafure  cauling  fordid  and  foul 
Ulcers,  that  are  often  followed  with  a  Gangrene, 
which  infallibly  brings  the  Woman  to  her  laft  End. 

Here  you  fee  what  Diftempers  may  procure  a  Di¬ 
vorce  by  Reafon  of  the  Obftades  they  caufe  in  Co¬ 
pulation.  One  ought  not  to  infift  upon  the  Contra® 
of  Marriage,  that  is  of  the  Nature  of  other  ContraQs  •, 
for  if  thofe  that  have  covenanted  are  not  able  to  do 
the  Thing  to  which  they  have  bound  themfelves, 
the  Contra®  is  void  by  the  Non-ability  of  one  of 
the  Two.  After  the  fame  Manner  thole  that  Marry, 
oblige  themfelves  to  perform  the  mutual  Duties  of 
Matrimony  5  if  one  or  the  other  is  not  able  to  per¬ 
form  it  afterwards,  then  the  Marriage  becomes  void, 
provided  always  the  Judge  hath  pronounced  upon  the 
DifTolution.  Indeed  if  the  Husband  or  Wife  have 
any  Infirmities  that  are  without  Remedy,  and  that 
hinder  them  from  joining,  there  is  no  Room  to  hope 
for  a  fruitful  Iffue,  which  is  the  Principal  End,  and 
the  rnofi  entire  Sarisfatiion,  of  Wedlock. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Whether  Charms  are  able  to  render  a  Man  Impotent , 

-  or  a  Woman  Barren  ? 

I 

CUriofity  is  only  blameable  in  its  Extreams,  and 
’twould  be  Injuftice  to  find  fault  with  one  for 
ftudying  good  and'  pretty  Things,  Curiofity  only 
touches  great  Souls :  It  polilhes  the  Mind  without 
tarnifhing  it,  pains  the  Judgment  without  deftroy  ing  it, 
and  enriches  the  Memory  without  over  charging  it. 
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Man  is  placed  in  the  midft  of  the  World  to  obferve 
the  moft  Curious  Things  Nature  works,  and  mud 
fee  branded  with  Prefumption  for  remarking  all  the 
Circumftances  thereof :  But  if  defire  of  Knowledge  is 
immoderate,  and  reaches  to  vain  and  unlawful 
Things,  then  it  mult  be  cenfured,  and  ought  to  ren¬ 
der  Man  as  unhappy  as  the  Emperor  Andrian ,  who 
was  the  moft  Curious  Mortal  in  the  World. 

The  Art  of  diving  into  Future  Things  have  always 
flattered  Mens  Thoughts  ;  and  I  do  think  that  no  Sci¬ 
ence  has  been  (ought  with  more  Care,  and  lefs  Suc- 
cefs,  than  that  called  the  Black- Art.  For  all  what  is 
told  us  is  fo  remote  from  Reafon  and  good  Senfe,  that 
the  moft  part  of  the  Learned  World  hath  always 
miftrufted  its  Promiles,  and  fcorned  its  Maxims. 

Indeed  to  (peak  here  only  of  tying  the  Cod-peice, 
by  which  Magicians  and  Sorcerers  pretend  to  hinder 
a  Man  from  Careffing  his  ;Wife  on  the  Wedding 
Night,  we’ll  examine  if  all  what  is  faid  and  done  in 
the  Ceremony  of  tying  can  have  any  Influence 
upon  the  Amorous  Parts  of  a  Man  that  Loves  Ardent¬ 
ly  and  is  of  himfelf  in  a  Condition  to  fatisfie  his 
Spoufe.  We  (hail  afterwards  fee  if  the  Devil,  or 
Magicians,  who  are  the  Supporters  of  it,  have  Power 
to  deftroy  the  Fertility  of  a  Woman  that  has  all 
what  is  requifite  for  Generation. 

’Tis  difficult  to  lav  afide  the  Notions  we  have  been 

i 

taught  in  our  Tender  Years.  There  is  a  great  Strength 
of  Mind,  and  good  Mailers,  required  tod  ifabufeour- 
felves  from  the  Fabulous  Accounts  we  have  had  from 
our  Nurfes ;  the  Ideas  thereof  are  always  preferved 
at  leaft  in  fuch  Perfons  as  are  of  a  weak  Mind  •,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  an  ill  Way  of  Living  and  Melancholy 
is  joined  to  thefe  vain  Perfwafions,  ’tis  then  next  to 
an  lmpoffibility  to  make  them  come  off  from  their 
ill- grounded  Opinions. 

If  one  tells  People  of  this  Difpolition  before  they 
Marry,  that  one  deligns  to  tie  their  Cod.peice  for 
them,  their  Mind  being  prepoffeffed  with  Enchant¬ 
ments, 
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ments,  receives  fuch  a  new  Impreffion  thereby,  that 
when  they  are  going  to  take  a  Frisk  with  their  Bride 
the  Fear  of  W  itchcraft,  forti  lege,  Perfwafion  of  the 
Fable  and  Conjugal  Love,  caufe  fo  great  Diforders  in 
their  Soul  and  Blood,  that  far  from  being  able  to 
have  Heat  for  imparting  of  Life  to  others,  they  have 
but  juft  enough  to  prefer ve  their  own ;  The  Trouble 
they  are  in  upon  fuch  an  Occafion  flings  them  often¬ 
times  into  Melancholy  Fits,  which  afterwards  caufe 
an  irreconcilable  Hatred  to  their  Wives *  they  are 
troubled  to  fee  or  fuffer  them,  and  when  it  comes 
to  Embraces  and  Carefles,  a  certain  Horror  feizes 
their  Mind,  that  they  are  never  better  contented  but 
when  they  do  not  fee  the  Subjeft  of  their  Sorrow  ; 
This  Fancy,  inftead  of  being  cured  by  Time,  increa- 
fes,  and  makes  them  publilh  themlclves  that  they 
have  been  bewitched,  and  that  in  Marrying  their 
Cod  piece  has  been  tied. 

What  happened  to  my felf about  25  Years  ago  is  a 
fufficient  Proof  of  what  I  fay.  Peter  Burtel,  Wine- 
cooper  by  Trade,  working  for  my  Father  in  one  of 
his  Country-houfes,  told  him  one  Day  fomething 
Difadvantageous  of  me,  which  made  me  tell  the 
Cooper  the  next  Morning  that  in  Revenge  I  would 
tie  his  Cod-peice  when  he  Married,  which  he  was 
about  to  do  in  a  little  Time  with  a  Servant-maid  in 
our  Neighbourhood :  The  Fellow  honeftly  believed 
what  I  fa  id  ;and  although  I  only  fpoke  to  him  laugh- 
mg  yet  tbeSe  feigned  Threats  made  fo  great  Im¬ 
preffion  upon  hisMind, being  prepoffefTed with  Witch¬ 
craft,  that  after  he  was  Married  he  continued  a 
whole  Month  without  being  able  to  lye  with  his 
v\  ire  $  iomeumes  he  had  a  mind  to  embrace  her 
tenderly,  but  when  he  went  to  execute  what  he  had 
refolved  he  was  altogether  Impotent,  his  Fancy 
being  all  full  of  Enchantments.  On  the  other 
hand,  nis  Wife,  who  was  pretty  Haodfome,  had 
as  much  Loldnefs  for  him  as  he  had  for  her  • 
,Twas  pretty  Sport  to  hear  them  both  publilh 
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that  they  were  bewitched,  and  that  I  had  tied  the 
Cod-piece  for  him,  None  laiguillette.  I  was  forry 
that  I  had  bantered  this  poor  weak  Fellow,  and  all 
what  I  could  do  on  this  Occafion  was  to  perfwade 
them  that  there  was  nothing  in  it.  But  the  more  I 
protefted  to  the  Man  that  what  I  told  him  was  only 
Fibbs,  the  more  he  abhorred  me,  and  believed  1  was 
the  Author  of  all  his  Misfortunes.  The  Prieft  that 
had  Married  them  employed  all  his  Wit  and  Pru¬ 
dence  in  managing  this  Affair.  In  fine,  he  brought 
it  no  fooner  about  than  I  could  do,  and  broke  the 
Charms  bv  his  Vigilancy  in  21  Days  Time,  without 
obliging  him  to  pals  through  the  Wedding-Ring  of 
his  Bride.  They  have  fince  lived  together  28  Years, 
and  have  had  fome  Childern,  who  are  at  prefent  the 
eafieft  Citizens  in  a  Famous  Sea-port  *  Town  of 
this  Kingdom. 

Love  employs  its  Cares  to  give  Delight  to  one  and 
the  other  Sex.  By  this  means  it  obliges  them  to 
join  often,  and  in  joining  to  perpetuate  their  Species. 
It  is  inexpreffibie  what  violent  Defires  of  Copulation 
it  infpires  in  our  Hearts  •,  and  were  it  not  by  an  ex- 
prefs  Order  of  Nature,  I  cannot  think  they  would 
be  fo  preffing  as  they  are.  3Tis  Madnefs  to  believe 
a  Magician  can  oppofeit,  and  that  we  are  not  able 
to  refill  his  Charms.  The  Fair  ones  carry  aboutswith 
them  a  Filter  and  Witchcraft  againft  which  there  is 
no  Remedy.  ■ 

Moreover,  Matrimony  is  a  Sacrament,  over  which 
the  Devil  has  no  Power  -,  he  cannot  deltroy  the  Work, 
nor  Ruin  that  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  eftablilhed  by 
fuch  Holy  Laws.  And  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
Relation  between  the  A&ions  of  fuch  an  Art  and  the 
Myfteries  of  Nature  and  Grace.  The  Hatred  of 
Devils,  and  Perfidioufnefs  of  Sorcerers,  ought  not  to 
daunt  Chrillians  5  and  Councils  forbid  us  to  believe 
thofe  that  will  endeavour  to  perfuade  us  that  one 
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tie  and  untie  us  by  Vertue  of  Sortileges.  It  is  a  pretty 
while  fince  we  have  recovered  from  thefe  Follies, 
which  Paganifm  invented  to  abufe  credulous  Minds. 

If  all  the  World  referable  the  Duke  of  Never s, 
who  chofe  rather  to  run  the  Hazard  of  his  Life,  than 
to  fuller  a  Flux  of  Blood  to  be  ftopt  by  Charms  and 
Words,  there  would  not  be  fo  many  weak  Souls 
among  the  Vulgar  as  there  are  now-a-days,  and  Cbri- 
ftian  People  would  not  be  fo  fottifh  as  to  believe 
now*  a-days  what  one  could  hardly  formerly  perfwade 
the  Pagans,  as  St.  Agebard  of  Lyons  often  ufed  to  lay. 

Judiciary  Aftrology  and  Magick  bath  no  demon- 
ftrative  or  plaufible  Principles.  Nay,  thofe  that 
have  dived  furtheft  into  them,  are  yet  to  agree 
amongft  themlelves ;  and  feeing  they  impofe  an  indif- 
penfable  Fatality  upon  the  Aftions  of  Men,  they  affe 
contrary  to  Chriftian  Religion,  and  Maxims  of  a 
well  governed  State. 

And  to  be  more  particular,  the  Figures  of  Gamebez, 
the  Colours  of  the  Tags,  the  Characters  of  Talifmen , 
and  the  Words  of  Sorcery  have  not  Power  enough  to 
oppofe  Generation.  People  are  more  refined  now-a- 
days  than  formerly,  and  are  not  fo  eafily  drawn  in 
by  the  Dreams  of  Rabbini/me,  Impoftures  of  judiciary 
Aftrology,  or  the  vain  Perfwafions  of  Magick.  The 
Words,  to  go  no  further,  are  only  an  articulate  Blafl; 
that  exprefles  our  Thoughts  *  and  if  we  Ihould  even 
be  pofleffed  with  an  impure  Spirit,  we  could  by  no 
means  perform  what  a  Sorcerer  is  faid  to  do  in  tying 
the  Cod-peice.  At  furtheft  the  Devil  can  only  have 
Power  over  the  Body  which  he  pofleffes,  and  his 
Empire  not  extend  to  other  Bodies.  Witnefs  the 
Emperor  Fedorick  Barberoffa ,  who  laught  at  an 
Arabian  Sorcerer  fent  him  from  the  City  of  Milan 
which  he  held  befieged. 

Befides,  who  can  think  that  our  Privy-Parts  may 
fooner  be  enchanted  than  other  Parts  that  we  are  com- 
pofed  of.  This  may  be  becaufe  they  ferve  for  immo- 
deft  and  unlawful  A&ions,  which  makes  the  Damon 
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have  Power  to  enchant  them.  But  is  not  the  Heart 
the  Source  of  what  Evil  we  commit  :  Do  not  our 
Hands  execute  pernicious  Defigns  >  And  does  not  out 
Tongue  fpeak  Calumny  and  Scandal  ?  Yet  we  have 
not  hitherto  heard  that  the  Heart,  Hands  or  Tongue, 
have  been  bewitched. 

We  know  alfo  that  VVornen  are  more  Inconftant 
than  we  -,and  that  there  are  more  Witches,  or  rather 
Foolith  and  Melancholy,  of  that  Sex,  than  Men  Sor¬ 
cerers.  Yet  when  it  comes  to  the  Point  of  Procrea¬ 
tion  one  may  fay,  that  the  Devil  works  fooner  upon 
the  Men  than  the  Women  $  as  if  Mens  Privy-parts 
were  rather  defigned  for  this  Sport  than  the  Wo¬ 
mens.  Thefe  ridiculous  Opinions  do  neither  want 
apparent  Reafons  nor  Authorities  to  prove  what  is 
commonly  faid  on  this  Subjeft,  and  Truth  id  this 
Encounter  has  not  fo  much  Luff  re  as  Fallhood. 

But  if  we  do  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  prevented 
In  Favour  of  Enchantments,  we  may  eafily  find  the 
true  Reafon  why  Men  are  rather  expofed  to  thefe 
Imaginary  Charms.  The  Woman  is  only  paffive 
when  Garefled,  and  ’tis  enough  for  her  to  receive  the 
Impreffions  of  the  Man,  in  order  to  be  fertile  where 
there  muft  be  Machines  to  make  the  Man  aft,  and  a 
lmall  Matter  will  prevent  him  from  A&ion.  If  his 
Fancy  is  wounded  by  the  Diforder  of  his  Wife,  if 
he  is  overcome  by  her  Beauty,  or  difgufted  at  her 
llglinefs,  his  Privy  Parts  refufe  him  that  Obedience 
they  owe.  If  a  Man  loves  too  paffionately,  if  We¬ 
ft  efty  or  Fear  put  a  damp  upon  the  Inticements  of 
Love,  if  Whores  or  Drinking  have  exhaufted  his 
Strength,  and  that  by  Reafon  thereof  he  is  not  able 
to  enjoy  the  Pleafures  of  Matrimony,  People  will  pre- 
fently  fay  that  he  is  bewitched,  and  that  his  Cod¬ 
piece  has  been  tied  as  if  there  were  not  natural  Rea¬ 
fons  enough  to  render  him  cool  and  languilhing. 
Theodorick ,  King  of  Burgundy,  would  not  have  been 
•  deemed  bewitched  if  he  had  not  loft  his  Strength  be¬ 
fore  with  his  Harlots ;  and  Hermanberge  would  not 
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have  apprehended  Witchcraft,  If  he  had  been  in  a 
Condition  to  have  fatisfied  her, 

I  do  not  fpeak  of  fuch  Men  as  are  naturally  Impo¬ 
tent,  or  of  fuch  as  have  any  Infirmities  in  the  Privy- 
Parts,  ’tis  well  known  that  they  are  uncapable  of 
Carefling  *  but  1  only  fpeak  of  fuch  as  want  nothing 
towards  the  difcharging  of  the  Duty  of  a  Huf 
band. 

If  we  have  but  in  fome  Meafure  our  Senfes  about 
us,  we  would  laugh  at  what  fome  witty  Perfons  have 
laid  in  Jeft  ^  or  endeavouring  to  rake  Advantage  of 
others  Weaknefs,  we  would  laugh,  I  fay,  at  Sr.  John's, - 
wort  and  Rue  gathered  in  the  Night-time,  in  faying 
fome  obfcure  Words,  afterwards  fown  up  in  a 
Linen  Cloth  with  a  Needle  that  has  ferved  to  bury 
the  Dead,  and  afterwards  hung  about  the  Neck  of  a 
Maiden  with  a  Tag  or  Point  of  a  WolPs  Fizzle,  to 
prevent  her  from  being  defloured.  We  fhould  alfo 
deem  fuperftitious  what  is  commonly  faid  of  the 
Tag  or  Point  ready  made,  either  of  a  Wolf’s  Pizzle, 
Cat-skin,  or  the  Skin  of  a  Mad  Dog,  the  Ephefian 
Chara&ers  written  with  the  Blood  of  a  Bar,  and 
hung  about  the  Neck  of  the  Womb  for  the  fame 
Purpofe,  defervesno  lefs  to  be  laught  at  5  dye  it  with 
One  or  Three  Colours,  tie  it  Three  Times,  or  Nine, 
Ipit  Three  Times  into  the  Daft,  or  in  her  Groin,  and 
fay  with  a  low  Voice  fome  obfcure  and  barbarous 
Words,  whilft  the  Prieft  fays,  Ego  conjugo  vos,  ’twill 
not  have  the  leaft  Effect  upon  us,  provided  our  Senfes 
are  not  bewitched  indeed. 

To  be  fure  from  the  like  Charms,  let  only  the 
Chamber  Door  where  the  Married  tnuft  lay  be 
greafed  with  the  Greafe  of  a  Wolf  or  Black  Dog,  and 
fatten  to  the  New- Married’s  Bed-pofls  the  Tefticles 
of  a  Cock,  and  throw  fplit  Beans  in  the  middle  of 
the  Chamber,  and  feveral  other  frivolous  Tricks  that 
Old  Women  have  invented  to  amufe  Children,  fo 
there  is  nothing  but  Vigour  and  Boldnefs  required  to 
overcome  all  the  Charms :  One  ought  to  have  been 
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wife  with  Womet^  and  be  in  Love  when  one  Marries’ 
to  defpife  all  what  may  oppofe  the  Pleafures  of  Ma~ 
trimony.  And  to  explain  myfelf  neatly,  if  you’ll 
break  all  Sorts  of  Charms,  be  iober  and  continent, 
moderate  in  all  your  Paffions,  and  be  neither  too 
flow  nor  too  furious  in  Love.  Make  ufe  of  your 
Wife  when  Nature  prompts  Chaftity  will  for  the 
moft  Part  kindle  the  Fire  again  that  you  may  lofe 
in  her  Arms ;  and  by  this  Means  Married  People  may, 
if  they  have  a  Mind,  learn  to  ridicule  Witchcraft 
for  Yis  a  great  Part  of  the  Cure  to  have  a  Mind  to  be 
cured. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  Black  and  Melancholy  Hu¬ 
mours  may  difturb  our  Imagination,  and  make  us  be” 
lieve  Things  that  are  not  really  fo.  We  have  Exam¬ 
ples  enough,  and  there  is  hardly  a  Year  pafles  but 
I  obferve  fome  in  my  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick. 

One  muff  not  at  firft  go  direUly  to  difpute  againft 
the  Opinion  of  one  that  believes  he  has  the  Cod -piece  k 
tied,  the  more  obftinate  you  are  in  telling  him  Yis 
a  Trifle,  the  more  ftiff  hell  be  in  his  Opinion.  3Tis 
the  Effeft  of  the  Melancholy  Humour  which  renders 
thofe  in  whom  it  predominates  conftant  and  firm. 
All  what  can  be  done  in  fuch  a  Cafe  is  to  treat  them 
like  mad- folks,  and  to  endeavour  the  Cure  by  fome 
Legerdemain  Trick,  as  Montagne  cured  a  Count  with 
a  little  Talefman  of  Gold. 

A  German  Judge  asked  one  Day  a  Witch,  who 
Ole  believed  might  fooneft  be  cured  of  Witchcraft  ? 
To  whom  flie  pertinently  anfwered,  he  that  keeps 
longeft  his  old  Shoes :  Intimating  thereby,  that  Time 
and  Patience  are  only  able  to  cure  thofe  that  fancy 
themfelves  bewitched . 

Neverthelefs  I  am  apt  to  believe,  as  I  have  faid. 
elfewhere,  that  there  are  Things  which  may  cool  our 
Courage  with  Women  without  our  being  inchan  ted. 
But  what  is  called  Enchantment  or  Witchcraft  is  an 
exprefs  and  tacite  Covenant  with  the  Devil,  and  for 
this Reafon  obfcure  Words  and  Figures  are  made  Ufe 
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of,  as  alfo  Herbs  without  Virtue,  and  other  Trifles,' 
which  (hews  us  that  ’tis  not  Nature  that  afts,  but 
fomething  elfe. 

The  Ancient  Exorcifts  went  a  fuier  Way  to  work 
than  the  Modern  ones,  for  they  never  pretended  to 
throw  the  Devil  out  of  the  Body  of  a  poflefled  by 
the  Prayers  of  the  Church  till  he  had  been  very 
well  purged  by  Phylicians, 

It  is!  impollible  that  the  Devil,  to  come  to  the 
Second  Ptopoiition,  I  mult  examine  in  a  few  Words, 
can  hinder  Nature  in  her  Aft  ions,  when  every  Thing 
that  is  requifite  is  in  Order,  The  Child  that  is 
formed  in  its  Mother’s  Womb,  is  formed  by  the  ex- 
prefs  Command  of  God  Almighty  the  Devil  has  no 
Power  to  hinder  Generation,  and  leaft  of  all  when 
Tis  fupported  by  the  Sacrament  of  Marriage.  Na¬ 
ture  follows  the  Orders  of  the  Creator  inviolably, 
when  Tis  not  prevented  by  feme  preternatural  or  vi¬ 
olent  Caufe ,  for  if  the  Devil  or  a  Sorcerer  is  able 
to  oppofe  Conception,  or  rather  to  make  life  of 
St.  Paul's  Expreffion,  if  the  Prince  of  the  Powers  of 
the  Air  exerciies  his  Power  upon  Infidels  and  Rebels,' 
Tis  not  by  Witchcraft  but  by  flirting  of  the  Blood 
and  Humours.  No  Body  but  Hypocondriacks  or 
Fools  will  believe  mat  putting  a  Serpent  under  the 
Threfhold  will  render  a  Woman  Barren. 

I  may  add  to  what  I  have  (aid,  that  Jefus  Chriff: 
is  come  to  chain  the  Devil,  to  hinder  him  from  hurt¬ 
ing  us,  and  that  People  are  at  prefent  more  clear- 
lighted  than  in  paft  Ages,  and  have  found  the  Slight 
of  Hand  of  the  one,  and  Folly  of  others  *  and 
confequently  there  is  no  Wonder  that  there  is  not  fo 
many  Witches  as  formerly  there  were.  Medaa  only 
made  life  of  Herbs  of  manifeft  Vertues,  yet  palled 
for  a  Witch  in  an  ignorant  Age  •,  and  a  Legerdemain 
would  pals  for  a  Magician  among  thofe  of  Siam,  by 
(hewing  his  Addrefs  and  Slight  of  Hand. 

Tis  a  great  fign  of  Wifdom  and  Prudence  not  to 
believe  what  is  told  us  of  Sorcery  and  Charms.  If 
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thofe  that  think  their  Cod-piece  is  tied  were  Purged 
with  Hellebore  or  Vinum  Emet.  I  am  fure  they 
would  foon  be  cured  both  of  their  Heart  and  Brain 
Sicknefs  that  is  caufed  by  Melancholy  Humours. 
That  was  the  Opinion  of  the  great  Lawyer  Alciat , 
who  a ffifted  at  the  Trial  of  feveral  Sorcerers,  and 
who  faid  while  they  were  burned  about  Bearn ,  that 
Eire  was  not  fo  good  a  Remedy  for  them  as  Purging. 
Indeed  we  do  not  fee  any  fenlible  Parliaments  in  thefe 
latter  Ages  to  be  deluded  by  the  Impoftures  of  Sor¬ 
cerers,  That  of  Paris  laughs  at  fuch  Trifles,  and 
with  Reafon  ;  and  that  liluftrious  Company  never 
repented  of  its  eafie  Belief  of  thofe  Things,  as  feve¬ 
ral  others  have  done. 

If  the  Brain  of  Guaciana  (P  Aureux ,  (who  had 
Fits  whenever  her  Husband  was  mentioned.)  had 
been  well  Purged  at  firft,  inftead  of  Divorcing  her, 
as  file  was  by  Mr.  La  Cbapelle,  Official  of  the  Dio- 
cefs  of  Bourges,  they  would  have  proceeded  better  in 
her  Cafe;  for  afterwards  Mr.  Conturier,  and  Two 
more  Doctors,  judged  her  to  be  a  Fool,  and  that 
there  were  no  better  Remedy  to  bring  her  to  her 
Senl'es  again  than  what  has  been  propofed. 

Great  Men  in  feeming  to  believe  the  Impoftures  of 
Sorcerers  bavg,  only  humoured  the  Vulgar,  and  for 
fear  of  running  againft  the  Current,  have  been  apt 
to  fuffer  themlelves  to  be  impofed  upon.  Art  fhows 
fometimes  furprizing  Things,  and  Nature  fometimes 
has  a  Hand  in  it  *  but  God  feldom  permits  Prodigies 
or  Miracles  to  be  done;  and  ’tis  in  my  Opinion  a 
very  weak  Reafon  to  fay,  that  God  permits  ail  what 
is  commonly  laid  of  VVitches. 

But  I  call  to  Mind  that  People  who  have  written 
Pro  and  Con  of  Sorceries  have  been  but  indifferently 
rewarded  ;  and  that  Bodinus ,  who  formerly  declared 
bimfelf  their  Capital  Enemy,  has  pafled  as  much  for 
a  Sorcerer  as  Wiery  who  undertook  their  Defence. 
And  Apulejus  being  accused  of  Magick  would  hard¬ 
ly  had" been  able  to  have  got  out  of  his  Trouble  with 
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ail  his  Philofophy  and  Wit,  if  Loli anus  Avhus » 
Friend  to  Claudius ,  had  not  interceeded  for  him- 
One  will  therefore  allow  to  fay  no  more  of  it  $  and 
it  fuifices  that  Nande  in  this  our  Age  has  written  an 
Apology  of  Great  Men  accufed  of  Magick. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  Hermaphrodites > 

WE  muff  owri  that  Nature  plays  fomet'mes 
when  it  gives  a  different  Figure  to  me  farts 
that  diffinguiih  Sexes  from  What  they  naturally 
ought  to  have.  The  reading  of  the  Hiff>y  of  Her¬ 
maphrodites  will  fully  inftruft  us,  that  i'onrse  Pertons 
have  had  the  Privy-parts  both  of  a  Man  and  a  Wo¬ 
man.  Thofe  People  were  formerly  thrown  into  a  Sea 
or  River,  or  banilhed  into  fome  deiolate  Ifland,  as 
Prefages  of  feme  unhappy  Events. 

The  Intelligence  that  works  in  the  Entrails  of  a 
Woman  being  fometimes  defe&ive  in  forming  the 
moft  noble  and  nect flary  Parts  of  the  Child,  we 
ought  not  to  wonder  if  the  fame  happens  about  the 
Genital  Parts  %,  but  becaufe  the  Propagation  of  the 
Species  is  not  of  fo  great  Neceffity  as  the  Exiftency 
of  Life,  we  do  not  obferve  fo  many  Faults  in  the 
Heart,  Brain,  Liver,  and  other  Principal  Parts,  as 
in  the  Amorous  Parts  of  Men  and  Women.  Indeed 
few  Centuries  pafs  but  we  hear  them  talk  of  fbme 
Hermaphrodites  who  formerly  paffed  for  Prodigies 
and  Monfters,  and  are  look’d  upon  now-a-days  as 
fomething  extraordinary  Curious. 

I  reckon  Five  Kinds  of  them, 
i.  The  firft  have  the  Privy- parts  of  a  Man  very 
entire  i  they  make  Water  and  Engender  as  other  Men  ^ 
hm  with  this  Difference,  that  they  have  a  pretty 
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deep  Slit  between  the  Seat  and  the  Cod  that  is  of 
no  life  to  Generation. 

2.  The  others  have  alfo  the  Parts  of  a  Man  very 
well  figured,  that  ferve  either  for  the  Functions  of 
Life  or  Generation,  but  they  have  a  Slit  that  is  not  fo 
deep  as  that  of  the  firft,  which  being  in  the  midft  of  the 
Cods  prefles  the  Tefticles  on  both  Sides. 

3.  There  are  no  Privy -parts  of  a  Man  d Hoovered 
in  the  Third  Sort :  A  Slit  is  only  feen  thro’,  which 
the  Hermaphrodite  makes  Water.  This  Cavity  is 
more  or  lels  deep,  according  to  the  Plenty  or  De¬ 
fault  of  Matter  employed  for  the  forming  of  it,  yet 
one  may  eafily  find  the  Bottom  of  it  with  one’s 
Finger.  The  Terms  never  flow  by  this  Way,  and 
this  Kind  of  Hermaphrodites  is  a  true  Man  as  well  as 
the  Two  others :  This  Sort  of  Hermaphrodites  be¬ 
coming  Boys  at  the  Age  of  1 5,  whereas  they  were 
efteemed  for  Girls  before.  Witnefs  the  Wife  of  a 
certain  Fiflier-man,  who,  according  to  the. Report  of 
Ant onius  dc  P 'alma,  became  a  M  ari  after  (he  had  been 

•  •  j 

Married  14  Years  •,  all  the  Part  that  belong  to  a 
Man  coming  out  in  an  Inftant  upon  her,  and  (he  ap¬ 
pearing  to  be  as  Valiant  as  her  Husband  in  the  Corn- 
bates  of  Love. 

4.  The  Fourth  Sort  is  Women,  who  hive  tlieC/i- 
toris  bigger  and  longer  than  others,  and  thereby  im- 
pofe  upon  the  Vulgar,  that  knows  bur  little  of  the 
Parts  they  are  com  poled  of:  Thefe  the  Greek  called 
Tyf&dc/ldis,  whence  the  French  have  formed  the 
Name  Kibandes,  and  of  this  Kind  of  Hermaphro¬ 
dites  Columbus  fays  he  examined  all  the  Parts,  and 
found  no  elfenrial  Difference  from  other  Women  ; 
the  only  Sign  that  they  are  Women  is,  that  they  fuf- 
fer  every  Month  the  flowing  of  their  Terms. 

LaftI’/,  the  Fifth  are  thole  that  have  neither  thellfe 
or  one  or  the  other  Sex,  and  have  their  Privy-parts 
confufed,  and  the  Temper  of  Man  and  Woman  fo 
intermixed,  that  one  can  hardly  fay  which  has  the 
Upper-hand.  Of  this  Kind  ms  th$  Bohemian  Wo- 

•  man 
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man  that  prayed  the  fame  Columbus  to  cut  off  her 
Yard  and  to  enlarge  her  Vagina >  that  fhe  might  die 
freelierv  as  the  alledged,  join  Amoroufly  with*  a 
Man ;  but  this  Sort  of  Perfons  are  rather  a  kind  of 
Eunuchs  than  Hermaphrodites,  their  Yard  being  good 
for  nothing,  and  their  Terms  never  flowing. 

I  do  not  here  pretend  to  talk  of  VVomen  that 
want  their  Terms  upon  any  Account  whatfoever ;  ’tis 
proved  that  they  do  not  change  their  Sex,  a/id  that 
their  Privy-parts  continue  always  the  fame  ;  but  we 
know  they  may  change  their  Conflitution,  and  take 
up  that  of  a  Man,  as  Hyppocrates  obferved  in  the 
Perfon  of  Phaetufa. 

Several  Perfons  allure,  and  his  very  true,  that 
there  are  Hermaphrodites,  but  no  Body  inftrufls  us 
of  the  Efficient  and  Material  Caufes  *  let  us  there¬ 
fore  examine  the  beginning  of  them. 

r.  There  are  feveral  Sorts  of  Arguments  upon  this 
SubjefF.  The  one  Sort  thinks  that  the  Conjunftion 
of  Mars  and  Venus  difpofes  the  Matter  that  ferve§ 
for  the  forming  of  the  Child  fo  confufedly  in  the 
Mother’s  Womb,  that  it  becomes  the  Caule  of  the 
Birth  of  an  Hermaphrodite.  ;  '  ’  -r 

2.  Others  believe  that  Hermaphrodites  are  formed 
whillt  the  Terms  flow,  and  that  the  Terms  being 
always  impure,  they  can  produce  nothing  butMonfters. 

3  The  Third  Sort  fay,  that  Nature  having  al¬ 
ways  a  particular  Care  of  the  Propagation  of  Man¬ 
kind,  endeavours  for  the  molt  to  produce  rather  Fe¬ 
males  than  Males.  Thus  we  fee,  add  they,  a  great 
many  more  Men  Hermaphrodir.es  than  Women 
ones  5  Nature  having  chalked  out  to  the  ftrft  the 
Lines  of  a  Woman’s  Privy-parts. 

4.  Others  believe  that  the  Man  and  the  Woman 
having  equally  contributed  to  Generation,  the  form¬ 
ing  Faculty,  which  endeavours  to  render  the  Body 
whereon  it  works  like  unto  thofe  it  came  from,  im¬ 
prints  the  Chara&ers  of  Man  and  Woman  upon  it, 
fyhich  qaakes  an  Hermaphrodite.  Thus  there  have 
I  A  a  3  '  been 
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been  feme  able  to  engender  in  a  double  Capacity, 
who  have  had  the  Right  Breaft  of  a  Man,  and  the 
Left  of  a  Woman. 

5.  The  Fifth  Sort  believe  that  God  having  created 
Man  and  Woman,  as  the  Scripture  fpeak,  we  have 
eflen dally  within  us  a  Faculty  to  become  the  one  or 
the  other  Sex  ;  and  that  consequently  ’tis  no  Wonder 
if  an  Hermaphrodite  is  fometimes  Born,  lince  we  are 
potentially  fo. 

In  fine,  fome  tells  us  fo  many  Fables  about  it  that 
I  can  by  no  means  refolve  to  relate  their  Senti¬ 
ments.  ^ 

1.  If  we  examine  the  Reafons  of  thole  that  hold 

that  the  Conjun&ion  of  Mars  and  Venus  is  the  Caufe 
of  Hermaphrodites  we  may  be  foon  convinced  how 
little  perluafive  they  are.  Thofe  Planets  are  too  re* 
mote  from  us  to  be  the  Proximate  Caufes  of  any  fuch 
EfteH,  and  to  have  an  abfolute  Influence  upon  the 
Body  of  a  Child  that  is  forming  in  its  Mother’s 
Womb  5  and  admitting  fuch  a  ConjunQion  might 
caufe  fuch  Def  irmities,  ’twould  not  appear  however 
in  Two  Hermaphrodites  Born  at  divers  Seafons  of  the 
Year.  . 

2.  The  Second  are  no  more  perfuafive :  Children 
would  rather  be  Born  with  the  itch,  Leper,  and  the 
like  Diftempers,  than  be  Hermaphrodites,  if  con¬ 
ceived  during  the  flowing  of  the  Terms ^  the  which 
we  have  elfewhere  obferved. 

3.  I  can  be  no  more  convinced  by  the  Reafons  of 
the  Third  Sort ;  for  Nature  being  nothing  but  the 
Power  of  God  in  the  Production  of  Creatures,  never 
works  but  according  to  his  Orders  upon  the  Matter 
that  is  given  her  •,  and  confequently  Hermaphrodites 
depend  rather  upon  the  Difpofition  of  the  Matter,  as 
we  fhall  fee  in  the  Sequel,  than  upon  the  premediated 
Defign  of  Nature. 

4.  The  Fourth  Opinion  relifhes  much  of  the  Fable, 
that  "'twould  be  only  Lofs  of  Time  if  l  Ihould  flop 
to  refute  it.  For  the  forming  Faculty,  which  is 

hut 
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but  an  Efiefl  of  the  Soul,  or  if  you  will,  the  Soul  it- 
felf  is  not  able  to  make  fuch  manifeft  Differences  5 
and  Generation  being  only  brought  about  through  the 
Fermentation  of  the  Seed,  as  we  have  proved  it,  it 
cannot  feparate  their  A&ions  when  the  Seeds  are  once 
joined:  So  that  to  this  Day  no  Hermaphrodite  has 
been  obferved  to  make  life  of  both  Sexes  indifferent¬ 
ly,  and  to  produce  Children.  The  Stories  that  are 
vented  upon  this  Topick  are  only  applicable  to  real 
Women,  who  have  abufed  their  Clitoris ,  but  never 
engendred  with  it  upon  another. 

5.  Laftly,  to  believe  that  we  are  potentially  Her¬ 
maphrodites  is  a  Fancy  drawn  from  Plato,  and  an 
Error  condemned  under  Pope  Innocent  III.  and  tho’ 
the  Scriptures  may  ar  fir  ft  feem  favourable  to  this 
Opinion,  yet,  ftriftly  confidered,  one  may  find  a 
quite  different  Senfe  of  what  is  given  to  this  Paffage 
in  Relation  to  Hermaphrodites. 

But  to  fpeak  my  Thoughts  upon  fuch  a  difficult 
Matter  as  this,  I  think  we  muft  fetch  the  Matter  from 
far,  and  call  to  Mind  what  has  been  fa  id  in  another 
Place  of  the  Generation  of  Boys  and  Girls,  after 
which  ’twill  be  eafy  to  know  what  caufesr  the  Con- 
fufion  of  Sexes. 

We  have  laid  that  the  Seed  was  for  the  moft  Part 
indifferent  as  to  the  Two  Sexes,  and  if  it  met  with  a 
Ball  or  Egg  in  the  Horns  of  the  Womb,  that  included 
a  hot,  dry  and  clofe  Matter,  and  full  of  Spirits,  it 
•impregnated  it  fo,  as  to  make  it  produce  a  Boy  •  but 
if  it  met  with  one  lefs  hot,  dry,  loofe  and  open,  and 
lefs  filled  with  Spirits  than  the  former,  it  would  ani¬ 
mate  it  notwithstanding,  but  as  to  make  it  produce  a 
Girl. 

Moreover  we  have  faid,  that  if  the  Matter  con¬ 
tained  in  another  Bali  was  fo  tempered  in  its  Quali¬ 
ties,  and  equal  in  its  Parts,  as  to  be  in  a  perfect  Equi¬ 
librium  in  Regard  to  every  Thing,  the  Seed  of 
Man  would  determine  this  Matter  for  a  Boy  ora  Girl, 

As  4  according 
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according  to  the  greater  or  iefler  Quantity  of  Spirits 
that  fhould  be  brought  with  a  loofe  or  compact 
Matter. 

But  if  perchance  the  Man’s  Seed  is  better  difpofed 
to  determine  the  temperate  Seed  of  the  Woman  to 
one  of  the  Two  Sexes,  then  an  Hermaphrodite  is 
formed,  who  has  more  Relation  to  one  than  another, 
according  to  the  different  Endeavours  of  the  anima¬ 
ted  Seed  of  the  Man  or  Woman. 

Let  us  examine  this  intricate  Bufinefs  fomewhat 
ftri&er,  for  to  put  into  a  greater  Light. 

1.  The  Intelligence  of  a  Child,  or  if  you  will, 
the  Immortal  Soul,  that  works  from  the  beginning 
of  this  Creature’s  being  formed  to  build  itlelf  an 
Habitation,  and  that  has  almoft  finished  the  Princi¬ 
pal  Parts,  begin  in  all  likelihood  about  the  35th 
Day,  to  be  employed  in  making  the  Privy-parts  of  a 
Boy,  for  which  Purpofe  it  lays  hold  on  the  Matter 
which  at  firft  it  chofe  for  this  End,  and  which  it 
put  in  the  firft  where  the  Privy-parts  ought  to  be. 
It  works  continually,  but  wanting  Matter  to  accom- 
plifh  them,  it  borrows  of  the  Neighbouring  Parts, 
chufing  rather  to  render  thofe  disfigured,  than  to  be 
wanting  in  the  perfect  formibg  of  the  Parts  that  muft 
ferve  for  Generation. 

2.  Thofe  are  the  Errors  obferved  in  the  Two  firft 

Sorts  of  Hermaphrodites  above-mentioned,  that  are 
real  Men.  ' 

3.  But  when  there  is  not  Matter  enough  to  form 
'the  Genital  Parts  of  a  Boy,  ’tis  not  to  be  expreffed 
how  the  Oeconomy  of  the  Intelligence  husbands  the 
Matter,  placing  and  difpofing  all  Things  lb  well, 
that  the  Parts  of  a  Boy  are  perfectly  formed,  but 
inwardly,  as  wanting  Heat  and  Strength  of  Matter 
to  pulh  them  out  ^  after  this  the  intelligence  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  the  forming  of  the  Privy-pans  of  the  Third 
Sort  of  Hermaphrodites,  that  are  counted  Girls,  but 
are  really  Boys.  Thefe  change  Sexes,  and  in  Time 
come  to  be  Men,  whereas  they  were  before  counted 

Women., 
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Women,  and  Many,  and  gee  Children.  The  natu¬ 
ral  and  genital  Heat  increaling  daily,  pulhes  out  the 
Privy-parts  about  15,  20,  or  25,  which  till  fuch  a 
Time  lay  hidden,  as  happened  to  the  Italian  Maid, 
that  became  a  Man  in  the  Time  of  the  Emperor 
Conftantine ,  as  St.  Aujlin  reports  if.  May  be  alfo 
there  is  feme  violent  Effort  that  makes  thele  fame 
Parts  come  forth.  Instance  Mary  Germain ,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Parous,  who  draining  herfelf  in  leap¬ 
ing  over  a  Ditch,  became  a  Man  at  the  very  In- 
fiant  of  fime,  through  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Privy-pans. 

4.  Whereas  the  Intelligence  wanting  Matter  for  the 
forming  of  the  Privy-parts  of  the  Three  firft  Sorts  of 
Hermaphrodites  that  we  have  fpoke  of  fo  there  is 
more  than  there  is  Occafion  in  the  Fourth,  About 
the 45th  Day  the  Intelligence  being  puzzled  whereto 
place  the  Matter  it  has  received  for  the  Amorous 
Parts,  determines  at  laft  to  make  the  Clitoris  bigger 
and  longer  than  ordinary,  and  to  leave  to  the  inward 
Genital  Parts  of  this  Girl  a  natural  Figure,  that  they 
may  one  Day  ferve  for  Generation.  For  it  chufes 
rather  to  be  wanting  in  fupeihuous  than  neceffary 
Parts.  This  Sort  of  Hermaphrodites  have  often  paf 
fed  for  Men,  being  in  Reality  nothing  but  Women. 
Thus  Montuus  took  his  Hermaphrodite  to  be  a  Man, 
when  he  laid  with  his  Maids,  and  for, -a  Woman 
when  fhe  joined  with  her  Husband  to  have  Chil¬ 
dren. 

Though  thefe  Four  Sorts  of  Hermaphrodites  have 
deferved  the  Name,  yet  Nature  has  not  refined  them 
the  Advantage  to  make  Ufe  of  their  Genital  Pans, 
and  to  engender  as  others.  The  Man  Hermaphrodite 
may  get  Children,  and  the  Woman  conceive  •  fo 
that  the  one  and  the  other  do  not  differ  from  Men 
and  Women,  but  only  by  fome  Parts  that  arp  either 
fuperfluous  or  wanting,  but  that  for  the  molt  Part  do 
not  difturb  Generation. 


The 
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The  Woman  called  Emilia ,  Married  to  Antonms 
Sperta ,  mentioned  by  Potanus ,  was  counted  a  Wo¬ 
man  during  her  Wedlock  of  12  Years,  but  was  after¬ 
wards  reputed  a  Man,  being  Married  to  a  Wo¬ 
man. 

5.  ’Tis  another  Cafe  with  the  Fifth  Sort,  which 
may  be  called  perfeU  Hermaphrodites,  becaufe  they 
h  've  no  Ufe  of  either  Sex,  and  the  Manner  of  their 
being  Formed  in  thetr  Mother’s  Womb  is  thus. 

The  Intelligence,  wbofe  Bulinefs  it  is  to  compofe 
the  little  B  ,dy  of  Hermaphrodites,  is  very  much  di- 
fturbed  to  meet  with  a  Matter  that  is  intractable  for 
the  forming  of  rhe  Genital  Parts.  On  one  Side  the 
M  atrer  is  modi  and  loofe,  on  the  other  clofe  and  dry  * 
here ’tis  hot,  and  there  ’ri«  cold.  In  one  Word,  ’tis  a 
Matter  of  fo  different  and  rebellious  Particles,  that 
’tis  impoffible  to  manage  them ;  befides,  the  Quantity 
of  Matter  is  fo  fmall  that  ’tis  deft  tute  of  Heat, 
which  the  Intelligence  always  make  Ufe  of  in  Form¬ 
ing  of  all  the  Parts  of  our  Body.  If  ’tis  a  Boy  it  is 
about,  he  will  be,  when  he  comes  to  be  a  Man,  too 
dull  and  too  cold  to  engender,  and  will  be  imperfeU 
in  his  Privy-parts.  If  ’tis  a  Girl,  fhe  will  in  Time 
be  too  hot  and  too  dry,  and  want  Organs  for  the  Seed 
and  Menftruous  Blood,  in  order  to  form  and  keep  a 
Child  alive. 

Nevertheless,  the  Intelligence  muft  accomplifh  its 
Work,  of  what  Matter  foever  it  be;  it  begins  to  work, 
and  would  without  doubt  make  Parts,  that  would  in 
fome  Meafure  be  determined  to  either  Sex,  provided 
the  Matter  was  not  fo  unequal,  and  of  fuch  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Complexion.  In  fine,  it  forms  an  Hermaphro¬ 
dite,  or  if  you  will,  a  Monfter,  that  is  neither  Man 
nor  Woman,  and  that  has  no  Privy-parts,  either  of 
the  one  or  the  other  Sex. 

One  mighr  accufe  the  Intelligence  for  being  de¬ 
ceived  in  the  Figure  it  has  given  to  an  Hermaphrodite 
Infant  j  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  Intelligences  is  as 
knowing  as  they  are,  may  be  deceived  fome  times, 

and 
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and  not  make  the  Parts  of  a  juft  Proportion,  even 
when  the  Matter  is  well  difpofed. 

The  Cafe  being  thus  cleared,  one  may  at  prefent 
anfwer  the  Queftions  which  are  commonly  asked  up¬ 
on  this  SubjeU,  viz. 

1.  Whether  W  omen  can  be  changed  into  Boys,  and 

Boys  into  Girls.  V  ' 

2.  Whether  an  Hermaphrodite  can  make  Ufe  of 
both  Sexes  indifferently,  and  if  he  can  engender, 

?.  Whether  an  Hermaphrodite  can  conceive  of  it- 
felf,  without  Copulating  with  feme  Perfon. 

4.  Whether  a  Prieft  may  Marry  an  Hermaphrodite,' 
or  one  that  is  deemed  to  be  fo, 

1.  To  clear  the  firft  Queftion,  we  muft  know  that 
the  Temper  of  a  Man  is  fo  different  from  that  of  a 
Woman,  that  ’tis  impoffible  fuch  an  extraordinary 
Change  fhould  happen  in  Nature.  The  Complexion 
of  a  Man  does  not  only  confift  in  a  certain  Union  of 
the  Firft  and  Second  Qualities,  but  in  a  certain  Mix¬ 
ture  and  Proportion  of  the  Matter  he  is  compofed  of 
And  confequently  ’tis  impoffible  that  a  Boy  fhould 
.  become  a  Girl,  and  a  Girl  a  Boy,  the  Temper  of 
them  being  very  remote  from  one  another,  as  we 
have  proved  it  elfewhere. 

On  the  other  Hand,  thofe  that  have  applied  them- 
felves  to  diflefl  Men  and  Women,  are  fully  fatisfied 
that  their  Genital  Parts  differ  very  much  •  and  where 
Nature  hath  granted  a  fufficient  Space  for  the  placing 
of  one,  (he  hath  refufed  it  to  others  *,  fo  that  I  may 
fay  with  the  Learned  f^arolig,  that  ’tis  impoffible  that 
the  Two  Sexes  can  truly  be  made  out  in  one  and  the 
fame  Body. 

’Tis  true,  we  are  informed  by  fome  Obfervations 
written  by  Phyficians,  that  Peribns  who  were  firft 
efteemed  Girls,  have  in  Procefs  of  Time  become  Men  , 
theNatural  Parts  of  Man  manifefting  themfelves  either 
through  the  Endearments  of  Matrimony,  or  through 
the  Plenty  and  Force  of  the  natural  Heat,  or  in 
fine,  through  fome  violent  Motion.  But  indeed 
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they  were  only  concealed  Men,  as  the  Servant- 
Maid,  Aged  18  Years,  who  died  of  the  Plague, 
In  whofe  Body  John  Boucbin ,  Pbvfician  of  Lyons , 
found  the  fame  Organs  that  ferve  for  Generation  in 
Men. 

Moreover,  one  may  fay,  that  Women  whofome- 
times  pals  for  Men,  who  have  a  Beard  on  their  Chin, 
and  Hair  on  their  Body,  and  have  a  big  and  ftrong 
Voice,  are  alfo  true  Women,  though  they  may  di¬ 
vert  themfelves  with  their  Companions  with  their 
Clitoris.  So  that  it  cann’t  be  laid  that  one  Sex  is 
changed  into  another  ;  for  we  never  heard  Men  be¬ 
come  Women,  and  that  their  Privy-parts  were  abo- 
litfhed,  or  returned  within,  in  order  to  form  the^Geni- 
tal  Parts  of  a  Woman.  The  few  Relations  or  Sto¬ 
ries  we  are  furnilhed  with  upon  this  Subject  are  all 
very  fufpicious,  ill  underftood,  or  fabulous.  Wit- 
nefs  the  Story  of  Aufonius ,  which  he  relates  of  an 
Hermaphrodite  of  Bonavento  in  Italy,  where  he  e- 
quivocates  on  Parpofe  to  keep  the  Reader’s  Mind  in 
fufpence  upon  loch  an  extraordinary  SubjeO:. 

There  is  no  X erefias  now-a-days,  Fable  muff  yield 
to  Truth;  and  fuch  Things  as  were  formerly  eafily 
Relieved,  will  not  go  down  in  our  Age.  The 
Two  Hermaphrodites  of  Licetus ,  one  of  whom 
was  Married,  and  the  other  Conlecrated  a  Friar, 
conceived  both  for  all  this,  and  brought  forth 
Children. 

Bat  then ’c was  real  Women  which  were  firft  of  ail 
taken  to  be  Men,  by  Reafon  of  the  Length  and  Big- 
nefs  of  their  Clitoris  \  fo  that  we  muft  not  believe 
that  the  Genital  Parts  of  a  Woman  can  retire  within 
to  be  placed,  as  thofe  of  a  Woman  ought  to  be 
placed;  and  if  even  luch  a  Thing  could  be,  1  can¬ 
not  fee  how  there  would  be  Space  enough  to  con¬ 
tain  them  when  fo  altered. 

We  mult  then  conclude  that  fuch  Changes  are  ira® 
polfible  •,  that  Hermaphrodites  that  conceive  are 

real 
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leal  Women,  and  that  others  that  get  Children 
are  real  Men  *  and  if  the  Intelligences  that  _  take 
Care  to  form  the  Bodies  are  miftaken  fometimes, 
’tis  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Fauhinefs  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter  than  their  own  Ignorance. 

2.  The  Second  Queftion  is  eafily  decided  by  what 
has  already  been  laid  5  for  to  fancy  an  Hermaphro¬ 
dite  can  make  ufe  of  both*  Sexes,  and  engender 
both  Ways,  is  what  Children  will  hardly  believe. 
One  of  the  Privy-parts  of  an  Hermaphrodite  is  al¬ 
ways  ufetefs,  becaufe  ’tis  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
Nature  •,  and  the  Intelligence  had  been  forced  to  make 
it,  not  finding  Matter  enough,  or  elie  finding  more 
than  was  neceftary  for  the  Genital  Parts  of  the  In¬ 
fant.  What  Confufion  would  it  be  to  find  in  one 
and  the  fame  Perfon  a  Man’s  and  Woman’s  Teftides, 
a  Womo  and  a  Yard  ?  In  one  Word,  all  the  Propor¬ 
tions  of  a  Woman’s  Genital  Parts  ;  the  Temper  of 
one  and  the  other,  if  I  muff  repeat  ir,  it  is  too  diffe¬ 
rent  to  admit  of  fuch  an  Union,  and  to  change 
when  any  of  the  Pans  muft  be  made  ufe  of. 

The  Civil  Law,  which  does  not  count  Herma¬ 
phrodites  Mon  tiers,  permits  them  to  chufe  either 
of  the  Two  Sexes,  in  order  to  have  leave  to  Co¬ 
pulate  in  the  Capacity  of  Men  or  Women  ^  and  if 
the  Hermaphrodite  does  not  exadly  execute  the 
Law,  the  fame  Law  orders  him  to  be  punilhed  like 
a  Sodomite,  becaufe  he  has  abufed  one  Part  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Laws  of  Nature.  For  this  Reafon  the 
Scotch  Servant-maid,  who  had  chofe  the  Quality 
of  a  Woman,  and  afterwards  got  a  Citizen’s 
Daughter  with  Child,  was  buried  alive,  if  we 
believe  Weinrich }  and  Francis  de  Lejiage  men¬ 
tioned  by  Papon ,  who  play’d  the  Wag  with  Katha¬ 
rine  de  la  Maniere ,  was  together  with  her  put 
to  the  Queftion  by  the  Senefchall  of  Landes , 
and  they  would  both  have  been  Condemned  to 
die  if  the  Evidences  had  been  fufficienr. 
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Hermaphrodites  of  the  Firft  and  Second  Kind 
may  Carefs  Woman  in  the  Capacity  of  Men,  and  may 
even  get  Children,  their  Infirmity  being  of  fo  fnaall 
Confequence  that  it  makes  no  lenfible  Alteration  in 
their  Virility  5  for  though  they  make  life  of  the 
Woman’s  Part  they  feem  to  have,  yet  they  receive  no 
Pleafure,  nor  will  ever  engender  that  Way. 

’Tis  not  fo  with  th^Third  Kind,  they  rnuft  be  of 
a  full  Age  before  they  are  able  to  Carefs  a  Woman  5 
and  if  after  the  coming  out  of  the  Privy-parts  they 
fhould  copulate,  it  would  be  a  hard  Matter  for  them 
to  engender,  being  of  the  Number  of  thofe  the  Law 
Terms  cold. 

If  the  Clitoris ,  which  makes  Women  pals  for 
Men,  is  long  and  big,  ’twill  hinder  a  Man  from 
knowing  his  Wife;  but  if  this  Part  is  middle-fized, 
daily  Experience  teaches  us  that  fuch  a  Woman  may 
conceive;  and  tho’  they  make  life  of  this  Part  to  play 
the  Wag  with  other  Women,  to  whom  they  give  for 
the  moft  part  as  much  Pleafure  as  Men  do,  yet  there 
Is  no  hopes  that  any  Generation  will  enfue for  ths 
Clitoris  having  no  Hole,  the  Hermaphrodite  can  fur- 
nifh  no  Matter  for  Generation.  Witnefs  Daniel  do 
Bautin,  who  only  fpof ted  with  his  Wife,  but  was 
got  with  Child  himfelf  by  one  of  his  Comrades. 

I  own  the  Fifth  Sort  of  Hermaphrodites  is  not  able 
to  Carefs  a  Woman,  or  fit  to  be  CarefTed  by  a  Man, 
much  lefs  to  Engender.  His  Privy-^parts  are  cold  and 
weak,  and  ill-proportioned  to  that  Degree,  that 
there  is  no  room  to  hope  they  can  be  warmed  enough 
for  the  Enjoyment  the  Pleafures  Nature  has  prepared 
for  other  Men. 

’Tis  true  then,  generally  fpeaking,  that  fome  Men 
Hermaphrodites  may  Carefs  Women,  and  even  get 
Children ;  and  that  fome  Women  Hermaphrodites 
may  be  Careffed,  and  Conceive,  making  life  of  the 
Parts  that  prevails,  and  that  Predominate,  and  are 
moft  Accomplifhed. 

'  ,  3.  Though 
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5.  Though  the  Naturalifts  Saying,  that  the  Hyana’s 
and  Jack-Hares  Engender  once  in  their  Life  a  little 
one  within  their  own  Bodies  ;  and  the  Learned  Lan- 
gius  maintains  that  the  Stags  do  the  fame;  there  is 
lome  doubt  whether  an  Hermaphrodite  that  is  very 
vigorous  as  to  both  Sexes,  may  not  engender  within 
himfelf,  without  the  Company  of  another  Perfon  ; 
for  he  has,  as  ’cis  alledged,  Matter  to  form  a  Child, 
a  Place  to  conceive  in,  Liquors  to  nourifh  it,  that  in 
fuch  an  Encounter  nothing  is  wanting  for  Genera¬ 
tion. 

But  if  we  refiefl  a  little  upon  what  has  been  but 
now  faid,  and  what  we  (hail  remark  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Chapter,  I  fuppofe  one  will  agree  with  me,  that 
fuch  Generations  are  both  impuffible  and  ridiculous. 
That  the  Obfervations  made  by  Naturalifts  are  fuf- 
picious,  and  reltlh  fometbing  of  the  Fable  *  and  in 
fine,  that  they  may  have  been  deceived  in  taking 
fome  Parts  of  the  Female  for  the  Tefticles  of  the 
Male.  For  what  Probability  is  there  that  the  Seed 
Ihould  come  out  of  one  Part,  and  into  the  other, 
without  lofing  its  Spirits,  and  altering  confiderably 
in  changing  of  Place;  and  if  fuch  a  Thing  Ihould  be 
poffible,  the  Temperament  that  engenders  Mafculine 
Seed,  might  as  well  engender  Feminine,  and  produce 
the  Terms  at  the  fame  Time,  or  fomething  elfe  in 
Proportion  to  ir.  This  feems  to  me  io  remote  from 
Reafon,  and  from  daily  Experience,  that  I’ll  leave 
this  Qucftion,  and  pals  to  another,  viz.  If  a  Prieft 
may  Marry  a  Perfon  accufed  to  be  an  Herma¬ 
phrodite? 

The  Lawyer  Majolanus ,  makes  all  Hermaphrodites 
irregular,  and  incapable  of  the  Sacrament  of  Mar¬ 
riage;  but  this  Decifion  in  my  Opinion  is  too  general, 
and  offends  the  Law,  fince  there  are  Hermaphrodites 
vigorous  to  fuch  a  Point,  as  to  embrace  Women,  and 
others  dilpofed  to  fuffer  the  Carefles  of  Men,  it  would 
be  a  piece  of  Injuftice  to  hinder  ei  her  of  them  from 
Marrying,  For  the  firft  having  the  Privy-parts  of 
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the  Mafculine  Sex  well  proportioned,  as  fome  have 
a  little  inconfiderable  Slit,  that  can  no  ways  hinder 
the  Amorous  AHion  of  luch  Hermaphrodites  •  nor 
will  a  moderate  Clitoris  prove  any  Obftacle  to  a 
Man’s  Careffes  that  may  be  offered  to  a  Woman  Her¬ 
maphrodite.  So  that  the  one  having  Parts  fit  to  di¬ 
vert  a  Woman,  and  the  other  fuch  as  aredifpoled  to 
receive  the  Careffes  of  a  Man,  I  no  ways  doubt  but 
a  Prieit  may  confer  the  Sacrament  of  Marriage  up’on 
the  one  and  the  other  -,  provided  always  he  is  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  Authority  of  the  Magiftrates,  who 
ought  to  be  duly  informed  thereof  by  knowing  and 
expert  Perfons,  as  alfo  upon  the  Oath  of  the  Herma¬ 
phrodite  concerning  his  Condition,  and  what  Part 
predominates  in  him. 

Indeed  as  Judges  are  for  the  moft  Part  ignorant  of 
fuch  Signs  as  are  commonly  made  life  of  to  know  the 
Difpofition  and  Capacity  to  engender  in  both  Sexes, 
they  ought  not  to  decide  upon  the  Hermaphrodite’s 
bare  Word,  without  the  Advice  of  fome  Able  Phyfi- 
cian.  For  he  will  make  them  obferve,  that  Boldnefs, 
Sprightlinefs,  a  ftrong  Voice,  much  Hair  on  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  particularly  on  the  Chin  and  Privy-parts,  wiih 
the  reft  of  fuch  Signs  as  difcover  Manhood,  are  Signs 
that  the  Hermaphrodite  has  the  Privy-parts  of  a  Man 
in  a  more  predominant  Manner  than  thofe  of  the  other 
Sex.  Contrariwife,  if  an  Hermaphrodite  has  the  Pri¬ 
vities  of  the  Feminine  Sex  of  a  good  Conformation, 
if  the  Vagina  is  not  too  defective,  that  the  Breads 
be  good,  the  Skin  fmooth  and  foft,  if  the  Terms 
appear  at  their  due  Intervals,  if  there  be  fome 
Sparkling  and  Agreeablenefs  in  their  Eyes,  and 
laftly,  if  other  Signs  are  obferved  that  commonly 
diftinguifh  a  Woman  from  a  Man,  fuch  an  Herma¬ 
phrodite  ought  to  pafs  for  a  Woman  5  the  Judge 
may  boldly  pronounce  in  Reference  to  the  Marriage 
of  the  one  and  the  other,  and  the  Prieft  ought  not 
to  fcruple  to  confer  the  Sacrament  on  an  Herma¬ 
phrodite 
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phrodite  that  can  compafs  a  Certificate  from  the  Phy- 
iician  and  Judges. 

V.  The  hft  Queftion  depends  on  the  Fourth;  for 
if  a  Man  Hermaphrodite  is  fit  to  Marry  his  Infir- 
'  mities  can  no  Ways  hinder  him  from  being  a  Friar 
or  Monk,  as  did  formerly  the  Hermaphrodite  of  Ca- 
jetta ,  who  being  Married  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Wo¬ 
man  to  a  Filher-man,  continued  fome  Years  in  the 
State  of  Wedlock;  but  at  the  end  of  14  Years  came 
forth  the  Mafculine  Parts  on  a  fudden,  which  oblig¬ 
ed  her,  to  avoid  the  Jeerings  of  People,  to  throw  her- 
felf  into  a  Monaftery,  where  Vol at  err  anus  and  Pon- 
tanus  who  have  recorded  the  Hiftory,  faw  her  fe- 
veral  Times,  and  learned  this  Truth  from  her  own 
Mouth  :  I  fay  the  fame  of  Women  Hermaphrodites, 
who  may  enter  into  a  Mona  flick  Life,  provided 
they  are  not  of  fuch  a  Lafcivious  Temper  as  to 
tempt  and  debauch  the  moft  Holy  and  moft  Referved 
Virgins ;  for  if  they  fhould  be  fo  Lafcivious,  as  that 
BaJJa  Martial  makes  mention  of,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  Phvfician  would  be  fo  void  of  Honelty  as 
to  give  a  Certificate  to  this  Sort  of  Women,  nor  any 
Judge  fo  unjuft  as  to  advife  them  to  be  fhaved,  and 
thrown  in  among  Nuns. 


CHAP,  V.  ' 

if  a  Woman  can  Breed  without  the  Application  of  a 
Alan’s  Privities ,  where  we  fhall  treat  with  Curio • 
fity  of  Incubus’s  and  Succubus’s. 

TO  what  Purpofe  fhould  Nature  have  framed  all 
the  Machine  of  Man’s  and  Woman’s  Genital 
Parts,  but  for  the  Excellent  Work  of  Generation  ?  The 
Diverfity  of  Sexes  is  framed  for  particular  Ufes :  The 
Man  has  Mufcles  to  faife  his  Virge,  and  Canervous 
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Ligaments  to  ftiffen  it,  the  Women  has  the  Vagina 
and  the  Womb  to  receive  it :  If  Ereftion  and  Intro- 
miffion  had  not  been  ablolutely  neceflary  for  engen- 
dring.  Nature  would  never  have  undertaken  to  frame 
the  Organs^  for  without  thefe  Two  Actions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Opinion  of  all  Phyficians,  Generation  is 
impracticable. 

Seeing  Nature  has  not  ordered  us  to  get  Children 
after  the  fame  Manner  as  we  make  Water,  but  with 
fome  more  Labour,  we  ought  to  believe  that  the  fttiCl 
Conjunction  of  the  Two  Sexes  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  perpetuating  of  us.  Indeed  after  the  firft  Man¬ 
ner  the  Man’s  Seed  would  have  been  expofed  to  the 
Air,  and  by  the  lofs  of  its  Spirits  rendred  unfit  for 
Generation. 

Every  Day’s  Experience,  and  even  the  Hiflory  re¬ 
ported  by  Rio/anus,  favours  this  Opinion  againft  thofe 
that  maintain  that  Generation  may  be  performed  by 
fhedding  of  the  Seed  on  the  Cabia  of  a  Woman’s 
Privities.  The  Vagina  of  the  Woman  mentioned 
by  him,  was  (hut  up  with  Scars  after  a  Troublefome 
Child-birth,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  only  to  leave  a  fmall 
Hole  for  the  Paflage  of  the  Terms  and  Urine, 
through  which  alfo  palled  the  Husband’s  Seed  that 
got  her  with  Child ;  this  might  not  hinder  thefe  Two 
Per  Ions  from  Copulating  ftri&Iy ;  nay,  there  muft 
have  been  a  ftriU  Alliance,  and  the  Womb  muft 
needs  have  drawn  the  Seed  as  greedily  as  an  hungry 
Stomach  attrads  the  Victuals  by  the  Mouth,  and 
ihe  Hart,  by  a  Virtue  peculiar  to  him,  draws  the 
Serpent  out  of  his  Hole,  if  we  may  believe  Natu- 
ralifts ;  without  doubt  the  Hiftory  left  in  Writing 
by  Anerrves ,  Amatus  Lujilanus ,  and  Delrio,  about 
a  Young  Woman  that  grew  big  after  having  bathed 
In  Water  where  Men  had  polluted  themfelves, 
has  given  Occafion  to  Divines,  Lawyers,  and 
Phyficians,  to  believe  that  a  Woman  may  en¬ 
gender  without  the  Application  of  a  Man’s  Pri¬ 
vities  5  as  alfo  that  of  another  Woman  got 
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with  Child  in  the  Embraces  of  her  (he  Companion, 
who  was  but  a  little  before  come  from  her  Husband’s 
Arms:  And  laftly,  that  of  a  Young  Woman  that 
was  found  Breeding,  becaufe  her  Father  had  per¬ 
chance  polluted  himfelf  in  the  fame  Bed  where  (he 
was.  ■  : 

But  thefe  Stories,  and  feveral  others  of  the  fame 
Stamp,  feem  to  be  made  at  Pleafure  to  coyer  the 
Lafcivioufnefs  of  Women,  and  conceal  the  Vice,  of 
an  impure  Love.  Thus  People  have  been  induced 
to  believe  that  Generation  might  be  performed 
without  Copulation  and  ’twould  be  allowable,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  Opinion,  to  fuppofe  that  a  Virgin 
might  naturally  conceive  without  being  deflowered, 
which  might  create  fome  Doubt  about  one  of 
the  moil  Auguft  Myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion. 

This  has  alfo  given  Birth  to  the  Belief  of  Devils, 
Incubus's  and  Succubus’s  that  were  Spirits,  and  in¬ 
flamed  with  the  Love  of  Women  •,  and  upon  this 
both  Divines  and  Lawyers  have  formed  a  great  many 
Ridiculous  Queftions.  As, 

r.  Whether  the  Child  of  an  Incubus  and  a  Wo¬ 
man  is  different  from  another  ?  Whether  it  has  not 
fomething  peculiar  above  other  Children,  its  Body 
and  Soul  being  managed  by  the  Addrefs  of  the 
Devil  > 

2.  Whether  a  Child  that  is  engendred  by  the 
Miniftry  of  the  Devil  ought  to  be  deemed  the  Son 
of  the  Succubus,  or  of  him  whofe  Seed  the  Succubus 
robb’d  > 

5.  Whether  Incubus's  and  Succubus' s  enjoy  the 
Pleafures  of  Love  among  one  another  ? 

4.  Whether  the  Devil  is  able  to  preferve  a  Man’s 
Seed  that  he  has  ftolen  as  to  render  it  ferviceable 
for  Generation  ? 

Such  Men  as  have  diftingutfhed  themlelves  either 
in  Peace  or  War  by  their  Genius  or  Valour  have 
always  been  efteemed.  Antiquity  caufed  Temples 
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to  be  built,  and  Altars  to  be  ere&ed ,  to  fuch  Heroes, 
and  even  enjoined  People  to  keep  them  in  Venera¬ 
tion  :  Hence  they  eafily  palled  to  fuch  an  Excels  of 
Superliition  as  to  take  them  for  Gods.  The  Penates , 
Fauni ,  Si/vam\  Satyri,  Lares,  and  Familiar  Spirits, 
derive  from  this  Source,  and  the  moft  Important 
Truths  of  Politicks,  Natural  Philofopby  and  Mora- 
lity  of  the  Amients,  have  been  hidden  under  this 
Veil.  The  Priefts  alfo  endeavoured  to  maintain  the 
F.xiftency  of  thefs  Divinities  to  bring  themfelves  to 
Repute.  The  Rabbins  have  believed  that  the  Fauni, 
Incubus's and  Tutelar  Gods,  were  Creatures  left  im- 
perfeft  the Firft  Friday  Evening.and  not  finifhed  by  God, 
as  being  prevented  by  the  eniuing  Sabbath  :  For  this 
Reafon,  fays  Rabbi  Abraham ,  thefe  Spirits  love  Moun¬ 
tains  and  dark  Places  only,  and  never  appear  but  in 
the  Night-time. 

But  let  us  leave  the  Superfiitions  of  Cabalift ,  and 
Ridiculous  Opinions  of  Pagans,  in  order  to  examine 
fuch  Queftions  as  Chriftian  Divines  and  Lawyers  of¬ 
fer  to  the  Point  in  Hand. 

i.  The  Holy  Scriptures  feem  to  favqur  the  firft, 
when  given  us-  to  underftand  that  the  Angels  being 
taken  with  the  Beauty  of  the  Daughters  of  Wen,  went 
into  them/  and  that  from  fuch  a  Conjunction  Giants 
were  Born  ;  fo  that  we  may  infer,  that  if  Angels,  fo 
called  in  other  Places  of  Scripture,  are  able  to  mix 
Amoroufly  with  Women,  and  engender  Children, 
the  Devils,  who  only  differ  from  Angels  by  their 
Fall,  may  alfo,  according  to  LaUantius,  draw  Wo¬ 
men  into  immodeft  Pleasures,  and  defile  them  with 
their  Embraces. 

People  averr,  that  Children  Born  from  fuch  Abomi¬ 
nable  Conjun£Vtons  are  heavier  and  leaner  than  others  j 
and  tho’  they  (hould  fuck  Three  or  Four  Nurfes 
at  a  Time  they  would  be  never  the  Fatter :  This  Ob- 
fervation  is  made  by  '  Sprengiar ,  a  Dominican 
Friar,  one  of  the  Inquifitors  lent  by  Pope  Innocent 
VIII.  to  Germany^  to  try  Wizards  and  Witches  :  If 


'  C  313) 

the  Body  of  fuch  a  Child  is  different  from  that  of 
other  Children,  rheir  Soul  ffiuft  needs  alio  have  dif¬ 
ferent  Qualities  uncommon  to  others.  For  this  Rea- 
ibn  Cardinal  Bellarmme  is  of  Opinion  that  Anti- 
chrift  will  be  Born  of  a  Woman  who  (hall  have 
had  Commerce  with  an  Incubus ,  and  that  his  Ma¬ 
lice  (hall  be  a  Sign  of  his  Extraction. 

Tis  not  only  in  our  Times  that  People  are  doubt¬ 
ful  of  the  Copulation  of  Devils  with  Women  and 
Men,  and  of  rheir  engendring,  thefe  Queftions 
were  ventilated  formerly  under  the  Reign  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Segifmundus  \  both  Parties  ailed ged  whatever 
they  could,  but  at  la  ft  yielded  to  the  moft  convinc¬ 
ing  Reafons  and  Experiments $  and  ’twas  refolved 
that  thefe  extraordinary  Copulations  were  polfible. 
Indeed  Sr.  AuJI/n,  who  was  for  Come  Time  troubled 
how  to  determine  in  this  Point,  owns  at  laft  that 
ft  nee  ’tis  (aid  that  feveral  Perfons  have  been  found 
to  have  an  unhappy  Commerce  with  Devils,  and  that 
we  have  been  informed  by  thole  themfelves  that  have 
been  Carefted,  of  whofe  Sincerity  ’tis  not  at  all  allowa¬ 
ble  to  doubr,  it’s  very  certain  that  the  Silvani,  Pans 
and  Fauni,  which  are  commonly  called  Incubus's^  have 
not  only  courted  and  defiled  to  Carel’s  Women,  hut 
have  actually  Carefted  them  $  and  that  the  Devils, 
which  the  French  call  Prufians ,  have  not  only  en¬ 
deavoured  to  know  Women,  but  have  actually 
known  them,  infcmucb,  adds  he,  that  ’twould  be 
Impudent  to  deny  what  is  averred  upon  fo  many 
good  Circumflances. 

One  may  add  tp  this  Confefiions  made  by  fe¬ 
veral  Witches,  who  fay  they  have  been  Ca  ref- 
fed  by  the  Devil,  and  have  alio  Conceived  by  him. 
The  Books  of  Delrio ,  $prengei\  Bvdin  and  De- 
lancre1  are  full  of  fuch  Hitiories  •,  and  ’twould  be  3 
Piece  of  ftubborn  Wilfulnefs  to  hold  an  oppo- 
iite  Opinion  after  fo  many  A  ui  hen  tick  Proofs, 
and  lb  many  Confeffions  of  Sorcerers  and 
Witches,  who  all  own  it  ferioufly,  and  after 
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the  fame  Manner.  For  thefe  Hiftories  appear  of  fo 
nauch-Certainty,  that  we  ought  nowife  to  doubt  of 
thefe  Diabolical  Conjunctions  :  Inftanc z  Bennet  Berne 
Aged  75,  who  was  buried  Alive,  after  having  con- 
fefled  that  he  had  had  Commerce  with  a  Succubus 
which  he  called  Hermeline  for  40  Years  together. 
And  F, ranch  Ficus,  Prince  of  Mirandula ,  who  knew 
him,  vouches  for  the  Truth  of  this  Hiftory. 

All  thefe  Arguments  would  leem  very  ftrong,  if 
Reafon  and  Experience  did  not  inftruCt  us  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  And  to  fpeak  what  I  think  upon  this  Point, 
I  mutt  crave  Leave  to  argue  after  the  following  Manner. 

Curiofity  is  natural  to  all  Mankind.  That  which 
is  blamable,  is  a  Diftemper  of  the  Soul,  and  feizes 
only  weak  and  feeble  Minds.  The  World  is  full  of 
People  that  are  delirous  to  dive  into  the  mo  ft  hidden 
Things,  even  into  the  Secrets  of  another  World.  If 
any  Thing  extraordinary  is  told  them,  Joy  fhoots 
forth  in  their  Looks,  and  they  cannot  forbear  thow- 
ing  that  this  is  their  weak  Side. 

Befides,  one  is  often  filled  with  Joy  to  meet  with 
an  Occafion  to  pleafe  4  and  when  a  witty  Man  hap¬ 
pens  to  fall  into  the  Company  of  weak  Perfons,  he 
will  not  be  wanting  to  foment  their  Defire  of  Know¬ 
ledge  j  nay,  he  even  takes  Pleafure  to  hear  himfelf 
talk  and  admired.  He’ll  vent  Stories  of  his  own  In¬ 
vention,  and  Things  that  caufe  Horror  may  fome- 
times  drop  in  Difcourfe,  yet  as  long  as  they  are  un¬ 
known,  we  take  Delight  in  hearing  of  them  recited  j 
fuch  a  Perfon  will  talk  of  Devils,  Incubus's  and  Sue- 
tubus's.  Familiar  Spirits  and  Witches,  &c.  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Wit  and  Genius.  He’ll  perfwade  what  he 
advances  by  fuch  ftrong  Reafons,  that  ail  who  hear 
him  will  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  the  Fable. 

The  more  Reputation  fuch  a  Story  acquires,  either 
through  his  Authority  or  Merit,  the  more  what  he  has 
faid  is  believed.  Nay,  more  Reafons  are  fought  to 
fupport  the  Fable,  and  without  doubt  Proofs  will  be 
found  tojuftify  fo  furprizing  Matters. 

This 
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This  has  been  from  the  Beginning,  and  happens 
every  Day  *  but  it  (hall  noways  prevent  our  proving 
that  the  Opinion  of  Copulations  and  Generations  of 
Devils  cannot  be  maintained. 

I  own  that  the  Confequence  drawn  from  the 
Scriptures  would  be  of  great  Weight,  if  Angels  could 
Carefs  and  Impregnate  Women.  For  I  do  think 
’twould  not  be  more  difficult  to  believe  a  Commerce 
of  Devils  than  of  Angels.  But  befides,  that  this  Paf- 
fage  may  be  explained  without  admitting  of  Alliances 
repugnant  to  Nature,  the  Scripture  itfelf  fays,  that 
the  Saints,  who  are  (tiled  the  Sons  of  God,  being 
joined  with  others  called  the  Daughters  of  Men,  en- 
gendred  a  potent  Iflue,  that  is  to  fay,  Monarchs  who 
had  Power  and  Authority  in  their  Hands  to  make 
themfelves  feared  and  relpefcfed  in  this  Quality. 

Thefe  powerful  Men  were  (tiled  Giants  in  thole 
Days,  by  Reafon  of  their  great  Authority,  whereas 
now-a-days  this  Term  (ignifies  Greatnefs  of  Body, 
and  this  Equivocation  of  the  Word  Giant  has  given 
Birth  to  one  of  the  greateft  Errors  that  ever  was  cur¬ 
rent.  Thus  the  W  ords  of  Tyrant  and  Parafite  were 
formerly  honourable,  whereas  at  prefent  they  are 
odious  to  every  Body. 

More,  Children  may  be  heavy  by  Reafon  of  the 
Weightinefs  and  Bignefs  of  rbeir  Bones.  And  thofe 
that  have  great  Entrails,  and  a  hot  Liver,  may  dry 
up  Two  or  Three  Nurfes  one  after  another,  in  order 
to  moiften  and  refrefh  themfelves.  And  if  thefe 
fame  Children  prove  untoward  and  malicious  one 
Day,  which  is  nothing  but  an  Effeft  of  their  Con- 
ftitution,  we  muft  not  thence  conjeQure  that  they 
are  engendred  by  Devils. 

As  for  the  Aifembly  held  before  the  Emperor 
Segifmundus,  f  do  not  at  all  admire  it  decided  that 
Devils  might  have  Commerce  with  Women,  and 
even  engender,  fince  it  was  only  made  up  of  Divines 
who  being  accuftomed  to  believe  Amply  what  they  do 
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not  fee,  and  even  what  they  do  not  know,  gave  their 
Opinion  in  Favour  of  Generations  fo  oppofite  to  Na¬ 
ture.  If  this  Illuftrious  Company  had  been  compofed 
of  Philofophers  and  Phyficians,  or  had  fquared  their 
Sentiments  to  the  Opinion  of  St.  Chry/oftome ,  I  am 
very  well  fatisfied  the  Queftions  would  not  have  been 
decided  as  they  were. 

Again,  if  we  ftri&Iy  examine  the  Paflage  of 
St.  Au flirt,  which  we  have  tranflated  intire,  we  may 
find  that  the  Certainty  of  this  Sort  of  Generations  is 
only  grounded  upon  the  Report  of  fome  Simple  and 
Credulous  People,  or  fome  Melancholy  and  Superfti- 
tious  Women.  If  we  would  believe  what  our  Patients 
tell  and  allure  us,  particularly  fuch  as  are  a  little  di- 
ftra&ed,  yet  feem  to  be  in  their  right  Senfes,  we 
fhould  fall  into  the  fame  Errors  *  the  Black  Vapours 
of  a  burnt  Choler  d iff urbing  fometimes  their  Souls 
to  that  Degree  that  they  think  their  Dreams  Rea¬ 
lities.  J 

By  Tome  fuch  like  Reafon  Witches  Fancy  they 
have  been  at  the  Sabbath,  and  Careffed  by  the  Devil, 
whole  Privy-parts  were  full  of  Briftles,  fcaly,  and 
the  Seed  cold  as  Ice,  although  thefe  miferable  Wo¬ 
men  never  parted  from  the  Place  they  firft  fell  afleep 
in. 

But  that  I  may  not  oppofe  an  Opinion  which  feems 
to  be  received  by  moft  Divines,  as  well  as  Fathers, 
without  producing  ftrong  Arguments  to  overcome  it, 
let  us  examine  the  Matter  with  all  poffible  Applicati¬ 
on,  yet  without  any  manner  of  Prejudice. 

We  learn  from  Divinity,  that  Devils  being  pure 
Spirits,  are  quite  different  Subftances  from  thofe  of 
Men.  That  they  have  neither  Flefh,  nor  Blood,  nor 
Privities,  and  confequently  no  Seed  for  Generation. 
That  tho’  they  fometimes aflume  Bodies,  which  they 
Form  of  Air,  thefe  Bodies  do  not  live,  neither  can 
they  exercife  the  Operations  ofLife.  That  having  no 
Qccafion  to  hope  for  Pofterity,  as  being  Immortal, 
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they  ought  not  to  be  defirous  either  of  perpetuating 
themfelves,  or  fatisfying  their  Luft  by  the  Pleafures 
of  Love.  As  powerful  as  they  are,  they  cannot  pals 
the  BoundsNature  hath  prefcribed  them.  Beads  do 
not  join  with  Plants,  nor  Plants  with  Minerals,  in 
order  to  Generation,  their  Subftances  being  quite 
different.  In  one  Word,  Nature  never  allows  of 
fuch  Alliances.  So  that  according  to  the  Opinion  of 
St.  Chryfofiome ,  ’twould  be  a  piece  of  Folly  to  believe 
that  Devils  join  with  Women,  and  that  an  Incorpo¬ 
real  Subftance  is  able  to  copulate  with  a  Body,  in  or¬ 
der  to  engender  Children. 

Truly  I  cannot  any  more  than  Caffianis ,  an  IlluSri- 
ous  Difciple  of  that  great  Bifhop,  that  Subftances 
purely  Spiritual  can  have  any  Carnal  Commerce  with 
Women.  The  Reafon  this  laft  gives,  as  alfb 
Thilofius  Bifhop  of  Brejf,  is,  that  if  fuch  a 
Thing  ever  was  done,  it  might  alfo  happen  now: 
But  fince  we  do  not  know  by  any  Means  that  it 
comes  to  pafs  at  prefenr,  we  ought  to  conclude  that 
thefe  Conjunctions  and  abominable  Productions  have 
never  been.  For  this  Reafon  St.  Au/lin,  who  is  of¬ 
ten  too  credulous,  and  thinks  better  in  one  Place  than 
another,  orders  the  Priefts  to  preach  to  the  People, 
and  difafcufe  them  of  this  falfe  Opinion  they  were  in, 
viz.  That  what  is  fa  id  of  the  Commerce  of  Witches 
with  Devils  is  not  in  the  leaft  true. 

But  the  Decifion  of  the  Council  of  Ancyra  comes 
nearer  Home,  blaming  and  detefiing  the  Belief  of 
Witches  in  being  carried  by  Night  to  the  Sabbath 
from  one  end  of  the  Earth  to  another,  to  join  with 
Devils,  and  take  abominable  Pleafures  with  them. 
Becaufe,  adds  this  Council,  all  thefe  Matters  are  fo 
far  from  being  true,  as  only  to  be  Dreams  and  Illu- 
fions. 

I  admire  how  Chriftians  can  fo  eafily  believe  what 
Pagans  would  hardly  admit  of;  for  they  do  not  all 
agree  that  Servius  Tullius  was  engendred  by  an  In- 
<cubusi  and  that  Simon  Magus  was  Son  of  the  Virgin 
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Rachel.  Merlin  was  not  credited,  though  both  him- 
felf  and  his  Mother  endeavoured  to  perfwade  King 
Vortigern  that  he  was  the  Son  of  a  Devil.  The  Fol¬ 
ly  and  VVeaknefs  of  Men,  Defire  of  Novelty,  Igno¬ 
rance  of  Natural  Caufes,  the  Shame  that  redounds 
from  the  Obfcurity  of  One’s  Family,  the  Fear  of 
Adulterers  being  difcovered,  Courtiers  flattering  of 
Princes,  the  Sources  of  Vanity  and  Avarice,  in  fine, 
the  violent  Paffions  of  Love,  are  powerful  Caufes  for 
producing  fuch  kind  of  Opinions  in  Peoples  Minds  : 
Mundus  would  never  have  enjoyed  Paulina,  had  not 
Love  and  Avarice  had  a  Hand  in  it  *  and  no  Body 
would  ever  doubt  but  the  Child  was  come  from  the 
Conjun&ion  of  the  Incubus  Anabis,  if  the  Impudence 
of  Mundus  had  not  difcovered  the  whole  Myflery. 

Leo  African us}  in  the  Hiftory  of  his  Country,  af- 
fures  us  that  all  what  is  fa  id  of  the  Conjun&ion  of 
Woman  and  Devils  is  a  meer  Impofture*  and  that 
what  is  attributed  to  Devils  is  committed  by  Lafci- 
vious  Men  and  Leacherous  Women,  who  perfwade 
others  that  they  are  Careffed  by  Devils.  The 
Witches  of  the  Kingdom  of  Fez  are  very  defirous,  as 
this  Hiftorian  reports,  that  People  Ihould  believe 
them  to  be  familiar  with  Devils,  and  for  that  Reafon 
endeavour  to  tell  furprifcing  Stories  to  thofe  that  con- 
fult  them ;  they  do  not  ask  any  Fees  of  Handfome 
Women  that  come  to  fee  them,  but  only  intimate 
the  Defire  their  Matter  has  to  Carefs  them  for  a 
Night ;  the  Husbands  take  thefe  Impoftures  for 
Truths,  and  furrender  their  Wives  in  their  Dialed 
to  the  Gods  and  the  Winds.  Night  being  come,  the 
Sorcerer,  who  is  one  of  thofe  called  in  Latin  Tr  sha¬ 
des,  or  Tricat  rices.  Embraces  the  Fair  One  clofely, 
and  enjoys  her  inftead  of  the  Devil,  by  whom  fhe 
thinks  her  felf  Careffed. 

Thofe  Divines  that  argue  upon  the  falfe  Hypothe¬ 
cs  of  the  Conjun&ion  of  Devils  and  Women, 
have  framed  another  Difficulty,  vis.  whofe  Child 
one  thus  Begotten  ought  to  be,  either  the  Incubus's, 
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or  the  Man’s  whofe  Seed  has  been  ftolen  :  And  to 
explain  after  what  Manner  'tis  made,  they  fancy, 
that  a  Man  having  to  do  with  a  Succubus,  this  Sue- 
cubus  Devil  becoming  Incubus  without  lols  of  Time, 
thro’  the  A&ivity  of  his  Nature,  communicates  the 
Seed  but  now  received  to  a  Woman,  and  the  Child 
Born  from  this  Conjun&ion  is  really  the  Son  of  the 
Man,  and  not  of  the  Devil,  who  contributed  no¬ 
thing  but  his  Induftry  in  this  Encounter. 

A  Third  Queftion,  viz.  Whether  Incubuses  and 
Succubus's  Carefs  after  the  fame  Manner  of  Men  and 
Women,  has  not  been  ventilated  by  thole  that  have 
written  upon  this  Subject  ?  But  5 tis  certain,  befides 
a  great  many  Reafons  we  might  alledge  as  to  this 
Point,  that  Devils  being  Eternal  and  Unhappy,  have 
no  Occafion  to  perpetuate  their  Species,  or  to  take 
Pleafures  in  the  Embraces  of  Women. 

In  fine,  to  come  to  the  laft  Difficulty,  fome 
DoUors  believe  that  Devils  a£l  with  fo  much  Swift- 
nefs  in  bringing  the  Seed  they  receive  from  other 
Men  into  the  Privities  of  a  Woman,  that  ’tis  pre- 
ferved  in  a  Temper  neceflary  for  Generation  ;  add¬ 
ing,  that  ’tis  a  great  Error  to  believe  that  the  Devi! 
is  not  able  to  do  fuch  a  Thing. 

But  all  thefe  Arguments  appear  unto  me  to  be  vain 
and  ufelefs,  as  we  have  proved  it  to  be  a  Fable,  that 
Devils  Copulate  with  Women,  being  only  fit  to 
keep  us  Blindfold  about  this  Sort  of  Conjun&ions ; 
for  if,  according  to  Phyficians,  a  Man  cannot  engen¬ 
der  that  has  a  little  Virge,  that  cannot  convey  the 
Matter  fit  for  Generation  into  its  due  Place,  what 
can  be  hoped  from  a  cold  and  flat  Seed  that 
has  touched  a  Carrion,  or  a  Body  of  Air  which 
ferved  the  Devil  for  the  Performance  of  this 
AUion  ? 

The  Soul,  or  the  Spirits  of  the  Seed,  would  diffi- 
pate  and  evaporate,  that  what  remained  would  be  a 
dead  Seed,  and  improper  for  Generation,  there 
being  nothing  in  the  World  able  to  prelerve  the 
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Man’s  Seed  for  Generation,  but  the  Woman’s  Womb  5 
and  ’tis  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  Devil  can  tr3n- 
grefs  the  Laws  of  Nature,  altho"  he  is  inconceivably 
Sharp-witted,  and  exceeding  fwift  in  Motion.  > 

The  Spirits  of  cold  Mineral  Waters,  asalfo  thofe 
of  the  Extra&  of  Rofemary,  diffipating  in  fo  little  a 
Time,  bow  can  the  Spirits  of  the  Seed,  being  a 
great  deal  more  fubtle,  keep  in  a  Matter  expofed  to 
the  Air  ?  And  fince  Witches  own  that  the  Seed  of 
Devils  is  cold  when  they  receive  it,  there  is  no  Pro¬ 
bability  it  fhould  be  proiifick,  the  Air,  which  frets 
every  Thing  in  the  World,  having  diflipated  its 
Spirits,  and  corrupted  itsSubftance. 

'Tis  therefore  a  great  Error  to  believe,  as  a  great 
many  Divines  do,  that  the  Devil  may  gather  the 
Seed  of  feveral  Men,  to  throw  it  into  the  Privities 
of  a  Woman,  and  by  that  Means  caufe  Generation  : 
If  the  Devil  was  able  -to  do  this,  and  did  do  it  effe£lu- 
ally,  he  might  alfo  get  together  the  Seed  of  feveral 
Brutes  of  different  Kinds,  and  thus  procure  Generation 
of  Monfters,  which  would  confound  Nature,  and  in- 
terruptthe  Orders  eftabiilhed  in  all  Creatures  by  God 
Almighty  at  the  Creation  of  the  World, 

Befides,  we  have  not  as  yet  been  informed  that  Sue- 
cubus  Devils  ever  engendred,  tho’  the  Fable  tells  us 
they  have  joined  with  Men  ;  and  I  wonder  that  this 
Matter  is  not  advanced  fo  far,  for  one  might  find 
as  good  Reafons  to  maintain  this  Pofition  as  the 
other ;  and  ’tis  odds  but  Somebody  would  as  well 
have  pretended  to  be  the  Son  of  a  Succubu$  as  an 
Incubus  Devil; 

Moreover,  if  Witches  were  not  foolifb,  and  fright¬ 
ed  by  the  Horror  of  Torments,  they  would  never 
dilcover  the  Commerce  they  fay  they  have  had  with 
Devils ;  fome  have  gloried  in  it  at  Bearn ,  and  in 
Germany,  and  bragged  loudly  of  being  Queens  of 
the  Sabbath,  Hellebore  and  Bedlam  would  be  more 
adequate  Remedies  for  their  Diftempers,  than  Fire 
and  Torments  made  ufe  of  to  this  very  Day  in  feve-* 
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ral  Places.  After  all,  that  we  may  the  more  pcr- 
fcfltly  know  the  Vanity  of  this  Opinion,  let  us  ex¬ 
amine  what  Phyficians  fay  about  the  Diftemper 
called  Incubus,  and  we  (hall  fee  that  ’twill  difcover 
the  whole  Fable. 

This  Diftemper  is  nothing  bat1  a  Natural  Suffo¬ 
cation,  wherein  Refpiration  and  the  Voice  is  inter¬ 
rupted.  It  feems  when  we  are  thus  furprized,  that 
Cupid ,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Pagans,  or 
the  Devil,  as  Divines  believe,  or  the  Night-mare, 
as  the  Vulgar  fpeaks,  preffes  the  Thorax ,  and  hin¬ 
ders  the  Party  from  crying  out  for  Help,  not  being 
able  either  to  breathe  or  ftir.  A  Leacherous  and 
Melancholy  Woman  being  feized  after  this  Manner, 
verily  believes  that  the  Devil  Careffes  her;  efpeci- 
ally  if  her  Fancy  is  taken  up  with  Tales  of 
Witches  (he’ll  not  fail  to  tell  this  Dream  for  a  true 
and  real  Story. 

A  Woman  of  a  Ghaftly  Look,  Old,  Dry  and  Me- 
lancholly,  and  whofe  Mind  is  fluffed  with  the 
Fables  of  the  Age.  An  Atrabilarion  Old  Fellow,  that 
has  pa  fifed  all  his  Life  in  unlawful  Pleafures,  and  in 
his  Old  Age  prefer ves  a  fre/h  Remembrance  of  his 
pa  ft  Lafcivioufnefs,  cannot  entertain  his  Senfes 
better  than  in  Amorous  Melancholy-,  fo  that  being 
wholly  taken  up  with  Love  Thoughts,  when  this 
Diftemper  feizes  him,  his  Amorous  Folly  goes  often 
fb  far,'  as  to  make  him  believe  he  Sees  and  Carefles 
the  Devil  under  the  Form  of  an  Old  Woman, 
as  the  Old  Fellow  Pinet  fancied  at  80  Years  of 
Age,  who  fpoke  where-ever  he  was  to  his  Succu- 
bus  Fiorina ,  according  to  the  Report  of  Ficus 

Mirandula. 

The  true  Caufes  of  thefe  Natural  and  Diabo¬ 
lical  Millions  are  Deeping  on  the  Back,  the 
Stomachs  taking  too  much  Pains  to  digeft 
hard  Victuals,  VVeaknefs  of  the  Natural  Hear, 
Fermentation  of  an  Atrabilarian  Humour,  Impu¬ 
rity  of  the  Womb,  and  extraordinary  Heat  of 
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the  Privities.  A  thick  Vapour  riling  up  and  mixing 
with  the  Blood  caufes  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  and 
Privation  of  the  Voice,  which  commonly  accompa¬ 
nies  this  Inconveniency.  This  Black  Vapour  being 
Enemy  to  Life,  hinders  the  free  Motion  of  the  Heart 
and  Lungs,  and  by  that  means  retards  the  natural 
Ebullition  that  is  performed  in  thefe  Bowels  by  em- 
haralfing  their  Channels ,  infomuch  that  one  can 
neither  fpeak  nor  breathe,  nay,  even  the  whole  Body 
languilhes  through  the  Weaknefs  of  thefe  Two  prin¬ 
cipal  Parts. 

The  lame  Black  Vapour  being  carried  to  the  Brain, 
hinders  the  Soul’s  cuftomary  Funflions,  and  after¬ 
wards  mixing  among  the  Brain,  offufcates  the  Spirits 
that  are  but  lately  elaborated.  Hence  the  Fancy  is 
depraved,  the  Senfes  difturbed,  the  Nerves  ern bar- 
raffed,  that  5tis  not  probable  the  Heart,  Lungs,  Dia¬ 
phragm,  in  one  Word,  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body, 
Ihould  be  in  their  wonted  Temper  ^  Difficulty  of 
Breathing  and  Moving  is  increafed  by  this  Means* 

This  thick  and  hoftil  Vapour  difturbing  the  nervous 
Juice  to  that  Degree,  that  the  Soul  which  makes 
life  of  it  as  a  proximate  Inftrument  cannot  perform 
Its  FunSions. 

But  when  the  Vapours  of  a  corrupted  Seed  are 
mixed  with  the  Blood  and  Nervous  Juice,  nothing  can 
be  expected  from  this  Mixture  but  Venereal  lllufions 
that  trouble  the  Fancy,  and  reprefent  Amorous  Appa¬ 
ritions,  and  Lafcivious  Devils  to  Perlons  in  this  Con¬ 
dition.  If  we  believe  Hypocrites,  Women  are  more 
fubjefl:  thereunto  than  Men,  thefe  difcharging  fome- 
times  a  great  deal  of  Seed  during  their  Sleep,  where¬ 
as  Women  cannot  fo  eafily  get  rid  of  theirs,  and  are 
conlequently  more  obnoxious  to  this  Sort  of  lllufions. 

The  Reafon  he  gives  is,  that  they  are  not  of  fo 
firm  a  Mind  as  Men,  and  the  Menftruous  Blood  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  out  at  the  Privities,  Maids  not  be¬ 
ing  as  yet  accuftomed  to  fuch  Evacuations,  are  then 
more  fufceptible  of  thofe  Idea’s,  even  to  fuch  a  Point, 
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that  fome  have  fancied  themfelves  big  after  imaginary 
Careffss  from  an  Incubus . 

For  this  Reafon  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  that 
Witcbes^are  fo  often  furprized  with  pannick  Fears, 
for  befides  being  Women,  they  generate  a  great  deal 
of  Phlegm  and  Melancholly,  which  caufes  thefe 
Diftempers.  We  muft  think  that  thefe  NoQumal 
Illufions  are  real  only  in  the  Mind  of  fuch  Perfons  j 
and  if  fuch  Women  have  fancied  themfelves  to  have 
done  or  been  what  they  are  not,  we  ought  to  be¬ 
lieve  with  St.  Auftin,  that  the  Devil  may  have  made 
Ufe  of  their  Weaknefs  and  Diftemper  to  make  them 
believe  all  what  they  do  believe,  which  only  happens 
through  the  Judgment  of  God. 

I  own  that  the  Devil  has  a  Hand  in  the  Melan¬ 
cholly  Humour,  but  tis  feldom,  which  cannot  be 
known  but  by  one  of  thefe  Three  Signs,  viz.  when 
the  Perfon  penetrates  into  the  Secrets  of  our  Thoughts, 
when  fuch  a  Perfon  fpeaks  a  Language  he  hath  not 
learnt,  and  Thirdly,  when  they  do  Things  that  fur- 
pafs  the  ordinary  Forces  of  Nature. 

Sometimes  the  Diftemper  Incubus  is  fo  very  com¬ 
mon,  either  through  the  Intemperies  of  the  Air,  or  ill 
Quality  of  Aliments  and  Drinks,  that  it  becomes 
Epidemical  and  Popular,  as  Lyfimachus  formerly  ob- 
ferved  it  at  Rom.  And  if  a  Perfon  whofe  Soul  and 
Thoughts  are  taken  up  with  an  impure  Love,  or  Tales 
of  W  itches,  is  feized  therewith,  no  doubt  but  his 
Paffion  or  Belief  will  reprefent  to  him  in  his  Sleep, 
and  even  when  he  is  Awake,  fit  Objefls  to  entertain 
his  Ravings.  Love  and  the  Diftemper  Incubus  joined 
together,  being  Two  Kinds  of  of  Folly  that  may  caufe 
all  thofe  furprizing  Matters  we  are  told  of  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Commerce  of  Devils  with  Women. 

This  Truth  was  never  believed  by  all  the  Ancients, 
becaufe  they  have  left  us  Remedies  to  Cure  fuch  as 
are  poflefled  with  an  impure  Spirit,  and  feized  with 
pannick  Fears,  it  being  the  Caufe  of  all  the  Diforder 
that  happens  to  fuch  Perfons,  Fmpnatius  furnifhes 
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as  with  a  Relation  of  a  Shoemaker’s  Wife  that 
fpoke  feveral  Languages  (he  had  never  learned,  being 
cured  by  the  Phylician  Calccranus ,  who  chas’d  away 
her  Ravings  with  Hellebore,  thereby  evacuating  the 
Atrabilis  the  Devil  made  life  of 

Admitting,  as  Experience  inftrufts  ns,  that  after 
having  prepared  the  Atrabilis ,  and  purged  it  after 
having  corrected  thelntemperies  of  the  Intrails,  open¬ 
ed  Obftruftions,  and  procured  Sleep,  we  Cure  thofe 
of  a  depraved  Fancy,  and  that  believe  themfelves 
agitated  by  the  Devil,  we  may  boldly  affirm,  that  in 
vanquilhing  the  Melancholy  Humour,  and  chafing  it 
out  of  the  Body  of  fuch  Patients,  we  alfo  drive  the 
Devil  out.  This  happened  to  an  Apothecary  that 
accompanied  a  Phyfician  in  one  of  the  Hofpitals  of 
Auvergne ;  he  protefting,  if  we  credit  noullier , 
that  he  had  feen  the  Devil  over-night  in  fuch  a  Fi¬ 
gure  as  he  defcribed,  and  had  been  much  abuled  by 
him  *,  yet  this  imaginary  Devil  was  drove  out  by  the 
Hofpital  Phyficians  Care,  who  cured  the  Apothecary 
of  the  Diftemper  Incubus  he  was  affli&ed  withal. 

We  do  then  conclude,  alter  what  has  been  faid, 
that  we  are  ourfelves  for  the  molt  Pan  the  Caufe  of 
what  Apparitions  we  feem  to  fee  or  feel.  If  we  were 
lels  Fearful  and  Melancholy,  we  would  not  fo  often 
be  guilty  of  this  Weakne(s.  But  as  there  are  diffe¬ 
rent  Sorts  of  Melancholy  People  among  Men,  (b  they 
rave  and  grow  mad  after  (everal  Ways.  In  one 
Word,  a  Witch  can  never  be  Careffed  by  a  Devil, 
much  lefs  be  got  with  Child  by  him,  if  it  be  true, 
as  we  have  (hewn,  that  Generation  is  impoffible  with¬ 
out  the  Application  of  the  Privities  of  the  other  Sex. 
The  contrary  Opinion  will  always  pafs  for  a  Fable 
with  reafonable  Men,  whereas  a  feeble  and  fcrupu- 
lous  Mind  (hall  take  it  for  an  unqueftionable  Truth. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


If  Eunuchs  are  able  to  Marry  and  get  Children, 
HE  Tefticles  contribute  fo  much  to  our  Health, 


X  that  Galen  has  been  Bold  enough  to  compare, 
them,  and  even  prefer  them,  to  the  Heart  •,  but  their 
more  immediate  Ufe  is  for  the  Perpetuation  of  the 
Species.  Nature  has  not  only  formed  them  to  keep 
theSpermetick  Veflels  ftretched  out  like  the  Weights 
of  a  Weaver,  but  for  another  life  incomparably  more 
Noble;  thofe  that  want  them  being  imperfeft, and 
incapable  of  perpetuating  themfelves  by  Generation. 
Befides,  the  Natural  Heat,  the  Source  of  all  our 
AfHons,  diminifhing  infenfibly,  and  no  .more  Fer¬ 
mentations  performed  in  thofe  Parts,  the  caftrated 
Party  is  overwhelmed  with  Weaknels  and  Languor  *, 
the  Brain  flackening,  and  difcharging  its  Infirmities 
upon  the  inferiour  Parts,  whence  they  are  feized  with 
feverai  Infirmities,  which  ’tis  impoffible  to  Cure, 
or  even  to  avoid,  the  Soul  fuffers  as  well  as  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  one  becomes  Timid  and  Cowardly,  what¬ 
ever  Courage  one  might  be  of  before. 

Thefe  Confiderations  have  put  thefe  our  fmal! 
Parts  in  fo  great  Reputation,  that  the  Law  does  not 
admit  of  the  Teftimony  of  a  Man  that  hath  his 
Stones  cut  out,  and  the  Church  refufes  to  receive  an y 
that  is  deprived  thereof.  God  himfelf  alfo  forbad 
his  People  to  offer  any  Creatures  in  Sacrifice  but  what 
were  entire  j  indeed  Eunuchs,  if  we  credit  the  Em¬ 
peror  Sevfrus ,  is  a  Third  Sort  of  Men  who  ought 
not  to  be  looked  upon,  nor  fuffered  ;  and  the  Eunuch 
Dorotheus  enjoying  the  Bifhoprick  of  Antiocbia 
muft  be  alcribed  to  theEffeQ  of  the  Emperor  Aure- 
lian\  extraordinary  Friendlhip. 

But  to  examine  the  Queftion  duly,  that  makes  the 
Subjefl  of  this  Chapter, we  muft  firft  make  a  BjftinHion 
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between  Fuch  Eunuchs  as  are  proper  for  Matrimony, 
and  fuch  as  are  not.  For  among  Eunuchs  either 
Natural  or  Artificial,  fome  have  but  one  Tefticle, 
and  fbme  none  at  all, 

The  Manhood  of  a  Man  ought  not  prefently  to  be 
called  in  Queftion  when  no  Tefticles  appear  out¬ 
wardly,  as  we  have  proved  it  elfewhere,  by.  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Faculty  of  Phyfick  at  Mompellier ,  and 
the  Reafons  there  delivered.  For  fometimes  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  Tefticles  ftay  within,  and  do  not  de¬ 
scend  into  the  Scrotum ,  through  Obftacles  that  op* 
pofe  their  coming  forth,  and  yet  fuch  Men  as  have 
their  Tefticles  concealed  after  this  Manner  are  as 
perfect  Men  as  if  they  bad  them  outwardly  ;  for  In- 
ftance,  thofe  mentioned  above,  they  being  as  ftrong 
and  vigorous  as  others,  and  having  all  what  is  requi- 
fite  and  neceftary  to  make  out  the  Manhood  of  a  Per- 
fon.  Thus  they  are  alfo  fit  to  Marry,  and  able  to 
get  Children.  And  I  make  no  doubt  but  Potiphar , 
who  was  Pharoah' s  Eunuch ,  and  General  of  his  Ar¬ 
mies,  might  be  of  this  Sort,  fince  he  had  a  Daughter 
given  in  Marriage  to  JoJeph . 

Some  Eunuchs  have  but  one  Tefticle,  but  ’tis  well 
Made  and  well  Proportioned,  which  renders  them  as 
Fruitful  as  other  Men  5  for  according  to  the  Axiom 
of  Philofophers,  an  united  Strength  is  capable  of 
greater  Performances  than  that  which  is  divided.  A 
Man  may  fee  as  well  with  one  Eye,  and  may  be  bet¬ 
ter,  than  with  Two.  And  Nature  has  given  us  Two 
Tefticles  for  no  other  Purpofe,  but  that  one  might 
fupply  the  Want  of  the  other.  The  Man  mentioned 
by  Zachias,  that  had  but  one  Tefticle  in  his  Scrotum 
to  both  Sides,  whereof  the  Spermatick  Veffels  were 
knit,  was  without  doubt  as  vigorous,  abd  as  able  to 
engender,  as  thole  that  have  Two.  But  if  the  Tefti¬ 
cle  be  little  and  withered,  ’tis  not  to  be  expe&ed 
fuch  a  Man  fhould  be  proper  for  Generation,  altho’ 
he  may  be  able  to  Carefs  a  Woman* 
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That  I  may  not  here  confound  the  Two  Sorts  of 
Eunuchs ,  as  feme  do,  I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  impotent 
Men,  that  have  Three  fmall  Tefticles  of  no  Virtue, 
neither  of  thofe  that  have  loft  the  life  of  thefe  Parts 
by  Diftempers,  or  cold  Remedies,  nor  of  thofe  in 
whom  they  are  bruifed,  as  they  do  to  this  very  Day 
to  Bulls,  in  order  to  geld  them  '*  for  that  is  a  real 
Eunuch  whom  Nature  has  refufed  one  or  both  of 
thefe  Parts,  or  to  whom  the  Chirurgeon,  or  fome 
other  Accident  has  deprived  of  one  or  both  together. 

But  his  a  different  Cafe  with  thofe  that  have  none 
either  within  or  without,  fuch  are  all  fickly,  impo¬ 
tent,  cowardly,  and  deferve  not  to  be  in  the  Company 
of  Men,  asufelefsin  Humane  Society.  ’* 

To  confider  them  more  particularly,  you’ll  find 
their  Voice  thrill,  their  Complexion  wan,  and  a  little 
Down  upon  their  Chin  inftead  of  a  Beard.  Courage 
and  Boldnefs  yield  to  their  Cowardice  and  Fearful- 
nefs;  in  fine,  all  their  Behaviour  is  effeminate.  Up¬ 
on  which  Account  the  Lex  Cornelia  punifhed  thofe 
feverely  that  were  fo  rafh  as  to  geld  a  Man,  by 
Reafon  they  took  away  at  the  fame  Time  his  Health, 
Courage,  and  whatever  was  moft  Precious  about 
him. 

Although  this  kind  of  Eunnchs  is  incapable  of  en-i 
gendring,  yet  we  have  fome  Stories  that  inform  us 
of  their  having  got  Children.  Lontanus  relates  one 
of  a  Gentleman  that  loft  his  Two  Tefticles  in  the 
War,  and  engendred  norwithftanding  after  he  was 
cured j  and  Ariftotle  has  left  in  Writing,  that  a  Bull 
impregnated  a  Cow  he  covered  immediately  after  he 
was  gelr.  But  though  fuch  Stories  feern  incredible, 
yet  they  are  not  without  Reafons.  For  if  the  Epidi¬ 
dymis  remains,  and  fome  fmall  Portion  of  either  of 
the  Tefticles  withoutj  the  Spermatick  Veflels  being 
entirely  bruifed,  no  doubt  but  the  Party  may  be  in  a 
Condition  to.  engender.  Daily  Experience  makes  it 
out  in  other  Creatures.  Capons  being  ill  cut,  crow 
as  a  Cock,  and  perform  the  fame  Office.  For 
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granting  the  Epididymis  to  be  of  the  fame  Nature  as 
the  Telticles,  that  is  to  fay,  a  twitting  of  Veflels, 
between  which  there  is  a  glandulous  Matter,  as  we 
have  elfewhere  obferved,  no  doubt  but  it  has  Power 
to  elaborate  prolifick  Seed,  and  afterwards  to  lend  it 
to  the  Proflat in  order  to  be  evacuated.  Nay,  may 
be  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Seed  might  have  been 
preferved  in  the  feminal  Bladders,  or  P rofleu,  to 
ferve  for  the  Generation  of  a  Child  in  the  firft  Careffes 
of  a  Woman  after  fuch  an  Accident.  Yet  this  hinders 
not,  but,  generally  fpeaking,  we  may  fay,  that  fuch 
Eunuchs  are  incapable  of  engendring. 

I  find  in  the  Hiftory  of  Marcellinus ,  that  Semira¬ 
mi  s  was  the  firft  who  had  Children  cut,  and  Eunuchs 
did  firft  appear  in  any  Number  towards  the  Coun^ 
tries  where  this  Prince  Is  Reigned.  The  Per ftans , 
Medians  and  Affyrians ,  made  moft  life  of  them. 
And  we  oblerve  that  Nebuchodonozor  cauled  all  the 
Jews,  and  other  Prifoners  of  War,  to  be  gelt,  that 
he  might  have  none  but  Eunuchs  in  his  Service: 
Whence  St.  Hiercm  remarks  that  Daniel ,  Ananias , 
Afcarias ,  and  Mi  fact ,  were  Four  Eunuchs  that  ferv- 
ed  in  the  Palace  of  the  King  of  Babylon. 

The  Method  obferved  in  making  of  Eunuchs  in  the 
Eaft  is  as  follows.  They  give  the  Children  they  are 
about  to  cut  a  fmail  Quantity  of  Opium ,  and  when 
leized  with  Sleep,  they  draw  the  Tefticies  out  of 
their  Purfe.  But  as  ’twas  obferved  that  the  molt 
Part  died  by  this  Narcotick,  they  betook  themfelves 
to  other  Means,  putting  the  Children  in  a  lukewarm 
Bath,  and  fometimes  after  fqueezing  their  ingular 
Veins,  which  rendred  them  Stupid  and  Apopleftic, 
and  the  Operation  of  Eunuchifm  eafier. 

Experience  has  ftiown  that  fuch  Men  as  have  been 
deprived  of  their  Tefticies,  have  notwithftanding 
been  able  to  divert  themfelves  with  Women,  and 
defile  the  Nuptial  Bed  of  others,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  fome  ha  ve  cut  off  the  Privy-parts  quite  and  clean, 
in  order  to  rake  away  all  Means  of  joining 
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with  a  Woman.  Montagues  Boor  did  the  fame? 
Being  importuned  by  the  Sufpicions  of  a  jealous 
Woman,  he  cut  his  Inftrument  dear  off  with  a 
Sithe  as  he  came  from  Field,  and  flung  his  Privi* 
ties  in  his  Wife’s  Face,  to  ipight  and  be  revenged  on 
her. 

Tis  faid  that  Eunuchs  who  have  their  Yard  left 
love  Women  paffionately,  and  being  of  a  weaker 
Mind  than  before,  they  are  alfo  more  fulceptible  of 
this  Paffion.  It  cannot  be  exprefled  to  what  Point 
they  will  puftt  their  irregular  Defires,  when  their 
Fancy  is  once  inflamed,  and  a  Kind  of  equeous  Seed 
in  the  Projiau  or  Seminal  Bladders  irritates  their 
Privities.  This  made  the  Philofopher  Phaverinus 
fufpe&ed  of  Adultery,  altho’  he  was  an  Eunuch, 
and  he  was  alfo  hanged  upon  it.  The  Paffage  In  Ec- 
cleftaflicus  ought  to  be  underftood  of  this  Sort  of 
Ennucbsy  viz.  That  an  Eunuch  by  his  Concupifcence 
is  able  to  diihonour  a  young  Virgin,  by  ravifhing  her 
Maidenhead  from  her.  • 

Wherefore  I  think  we  may  at  prefent  decide  the 
Queftion,  viz.  Whether  Euhuchs  are  fit  to  Marry  ? 
The  firft  that  are  apparently  fo  may  do  it,  becaufo 
they  can  Carefs  a  VVoman,  and  Engender.  The  Se¬ 
cond  Sort  is  alfo  of  this  Number.  But  ’tis  not  fo 
with  the  Third  Sort  that  wants  Tefticles,  or  have  no 
Virge,  or  a  very  little  one,  incapable  of  the  A£Hon 
’tis  defigned  for.  So  that  thefe  laft  not  being  able  to 
Carefs  a  VVoman,  they  ought  without  doubt  to  be 
judged  unfit  to  Marry. 

But  one  may  fay,  that  if  it  be  allowed  for  Petfons 
of  60  to  Marry,  fuch  an  Eunuch  as  was  Phaverinus 
may  have  the  fame  Liberty.  Old  Men  are  no  more 
able  to  get  Children  than  Eunuchs and  Matrimony 
is  only  allowed  them  according  to  Cafuifts,  to  quench 
the  Flame  of  Concupifcence.  Wherefore  if  an  Eu¬ 
nuch  has  fuch  an  Advantage  for  himfelf,  and  the 
VVoman  he  efpoufes,  as  to  be  able  to  make  life  of 
this  Inftrument,  as  did  the  Mufician  mentioned  by 
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evertheleis  the  Emperor  Leo  made  an  Edi£f,  for¬ 
bidding  all  Eunuchs  to  Mmy  of  what  Nature  foever 
they  might  be.  And  Pope  Sixtus  V.  made  alio  a 
Bull  which  be  lent  .into  Spain,  declaring  the  Mar¬ 
riages  of  fuch  Perfbns  null  and  void.  The  Reafon 
Is  obvious,  Eunuchs  only  making  a  Maid  figh  in 
embracing  her,  ?as  the  Scripture  fpeaks,  and  not  ha¬ 
ving  Parts  proper  for  Generation,  which  is  the  Fitft 
find  of  Marriage,  whereas  that  of  quenching  the  Fire 
of  Concu  pi rcence  is  the  Seconds 

We  have  elfewhere  refuted  the  Error  of  thofe 
that fjncy  the  Tefticles  to  be  none  of  the  Principal 
Sem^ntifick  Parts  j  and  that  they  are  not  neceffary 
for  Generation,  oecaufe  there  have  been  perfect 
Creatures  feen  to  engender  without  Tefticles,  and 
Ihall  refer  the  Reader  to  the  Reafons  there  alledged. 

Before  I  finifh  this  Treadle  in  finiihing  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  it  will  not  be  out  of  the  Way  to  examine,  whe¬ 
ther 'Women  may  be  Caftrated  as  well  as  Men  > 

All  Phyficians  know  that  the  Womb  is  notfo  ne- 
ceffary  for  Life  as  for  the  Perpetuation  of  Mankind  5 
the  Obfervations  we  have  of  its  being  loft  without 
any  great  Prejudice  are  Proofs  beyond  all  Manner 
of  Doubt- 

Experience  alfo  (hows  that  Sows  and  Hens,  among 
other  Creatures,  are  gelt  without  any  Danger  of 
their  Lives.  A  the  me  us  allures  that  Andramifis ,  King 
of  the  Lydians,  had  all  his  Wives  gelt  to  make  ufe 
of  them  inftead  of  Eunuchs  ;  and  Wier  reports  that 
John  of  HeJJe  catching  his  Daughter  in  Adultery  tore 
her  Womb  from  her,  as  he  did  to  other  Creatures; 
that  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  Woman  may  be  reridred 
incapable  of  Conceiving  by  taking  away  the  Womb 
3nd  Tefticles,  but  the  Difficulty  is  to  know 
how  the  Ancients  proceeded  in  this  Cafe ;  and 
to  fpeak  my  Thoughts  herein,  l  believe  this 
Operation  cann’t  be  performed  without  Danger  j 

and 


(  m  3 

and  I  may  fay  that  the  King  who  only  made  Ule  of 
Female  Eunuchs,  had  them  buckled,  or  a  Cataraft 
applied  to  them ,  as  the  Husbands  in  Spain  that  fuf- 
pe£t  their  Wives  do  to  this  very  Day,  or  elfe  as  the 
Negroes  of  the  Kingdom  of  Congo  and  Angole  do, 
who  apprehending  the  Proftitution  of  their  Daughters, 
flitch  up  their  Privities  as  foon  as  they  are  Born.  And 
the  King  mentioned  above  might  treat  this  Woman 
after  the  fame  Manner,  and  make  them  pals  among 
the  People  for  fuch  as  had  loft  the  Parts  miniftring 
to  Generation,  to  hinder  them  from  ever  engen¬ 
dering. 
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